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Tie effect produced ty Ragland, hy die nutertn 
mate issie of aie Joba Moore's eanmipaizg, was net 
in proportion with the inyyetunes ah the onhyert, 
The people trained to party polities, aud. paecusced 
of no real power to rebuke the lolly af the cabinet, 
ropurded both disasters and feinmyples with teeter 
methor thin with national feeliags, sand te war alibe 
easy to dri their attention fronsiuheies of wei ht 
or lo fix i upow matters at lithe moment, ‘hie, 
the duke of York's conduct fedtae at this tna noah 
the object of parlinuentiuy inquiry, tee cba has 
private Gaillies befure tha world was thony ht eats 
tial do the welfire af thyercition, while (hee iasapueity 
whieh had emused Miychinl and Spitting tein ia 
tours al blood, was leftmnpeobed. Au tends prove 
plo, whe ave by their sittiations protected front tee 
worst evils of war, miny ailer thengelyes teehee thir 
dobided y bat oan unfortiaede cangpais were tes 
bring a devastating cnemy date the dieart af te: 
Country, the hone af a general, wed dee ailite ys 
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me policy ef the enbinet, weald ne tanger he eorisi- 


~ oddered as tuere: subjects fay a vile seqaliist’s: Gelents in 


Wad. 


mig presentition, 

i is Teye that dhe wisturtiaes of the euupaiga 
were hy inattig arators, 1 dedhe hetses of purhiunent 
frente with prot warntly bat the ciseussiois weve 
chicily remurkable, as examples oF astute ehayience 
without auy katewleege al feta. ‘The appesition 
speukers, coger to eriminite the soverment, exe 
wgwennted the disasters afl thee eetreat, wid conspire 
hending ueither the: inetives nor die meventents of 
sir dol Moore, urged severe citeulike: clires 
tainst the intuisters, who, distaited dy personal 
Coclityss, Lid sot sll adept the: sates peeeitels at alee 
fines. Phos, lord Casterengeh wud ford Liverpedl, 
passiig aver thase @rrevs af the cabinet, whined lett 
the gener only a choice of diffieutties at his aut. 
net, tssertedl, and truly, Chit Cha actvantiaces dveived 
trom Me advanee to Salina, more tlan conipen 
sited the lass in the subsequent retreat; and both 
those shulesmen paid aa henenurable tilate to the 
merits of the considers bat Ma. Cindi, asset 
pulously resolute to sereon Ma Peeve, assented fo all 
the srroneatts stitements of (he apposition, sel then 
with mulignent dexterity quideaverred) to eouvert 
then hit chives iygninst the filler penesad, Sip 


> Jol Moore was, he said, wholly answerable for the 


copii, Whether glorious or distressing, whe 
ther to be udmired or deplored, it was his awn, te 
hod kept dhe goveriment quite ienevant of his pros 
evedhigs | Being closely pressed on (his point hy 
Mr, Ce Ftebinsent and Why Whithyead, Mas Chins 
ning deliberntely repeuted “the: assertion, yet ned 
long alterwards, sir Jolin Moore's betters to (his mii 


*‘nisters, written almost daily, and fenishiag: exnet 
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if 


nnd copious information of all that was puesigg in FOU Ae 


the Poninsula, were lnid before The frat! 

While the dearest: interests of the uttian were 
thus treated in parliament, the wrdour of Chee Mipetiad 
people was somewhat abated; yet Une Spinish 
cause, so Meh ttal in itself, wns still popredar, saved it 
treaty was conchided with the supreme jauin hy 
which the contreting powers bowel thenselves: to 
make common enust iatinst Price, and ta agence te 
ho pence exceapl by common consent. Eat the ini 
nisters although professing unbounded confidence: in 
tho result of the stugele, alreudy looked upon the 
Peninsvla aya secondary object for the warlike pre: 
parations of Austria, wid the repatation of thisaureh: 
duke Charles, whose tients were foolishly sid te 
exceed Napoleon's, hid awakened tla cdormiant spirit 
of eonlitions ssid it was more ayrerille to thee ayis 
toerntia feelings of the Maelish citinet, that the 
Trench should be detomtidl hy a menarche in Ger 
minny, Chin by we pleheian insmerection in Spain, 
Vho observe intrigues of the princess of Tour anal 
Thuxis, und the seerel sovietios an the continent 
enmmating us they did: tram: patrician sutyets, ew 
cited! the sy nprathy of the ministers, engaged then 
tutfention, wid nourished thee distempeved: fertiness 
Whieh ide then see only weakiess saad diattir 
dion in’ Free, whe A Uiouphout daet anip lity ene 
pire, few desjred ane note cared: te syppeeee thes eae 
peror’s wishes s When even serret discontent wits 
confined fo seme roynlist ehiete sud aplenetio ve 
publicuis whose taluenee was never felt, atid atier 
Napoleon clad suffered! the direst reveracs, 

Unable-ta congeive the extent of dit aienarch’s 
Views, ar to iieastire thee gercadecse at his aenises, 
the ininigters attributed! the ports of” his prefannad* 
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‘adenbutine toa blind chases, lic victories to tron 


neat, ta Gartupetton, to ay thane, Laue that adiieahty 
skill, asith which fe wieddod the pnt poovertid 
wibitary Pores that ever tbeyal the srders at a single 
chict ‘Tae. sedflelucead, saad qaisqeedes ines thas ith 
fivaltivs fede centered, they thao eyesy isthe 
pregerd, canal raguittute red teeie recaareess witht any 
guest or deeited eta, Wieile nepotiating with the 
Spottisly jute Gar dhe epesepad tore at’ Chaliz, they 
wert phiumins Gan expedition asadnest Udy, ant 
while feindly geecvtniary thee resolution ta defend 
Poetagd, veservink their priine ipa finer dor a secret 
blow in Hidhond : theie preparation briny however 
norkerd by a pomp al publicity fatally aarited to 
wir, With what ac quertal cudumity: at paygennt 
elosval, still bee tative! teavatter sat present it is 
Hitting, te trace the oprsutions ia Spud, whieh were 
coliilent with the retvent af ci diliar Moore, 

Tt has heen already stited that when Mludviel ate: 
rentered, Napoleon refieal to permit dioseph te ree 
fuirn there ales dher pulses leaties gas the bevels of 
fiintlies wohl anite torbanand hts restoration, sal 
swe, withost any siental yescrvation, te be trae 
tah.  Ragsistera Tuot conseqneatly heen spend 
fa Ue clifhaent qpmerters at tha city, aid twenty 
ciyltt thousul six hiudret leads at tilien die 
avrihend fhiedessinne, aad voluntarily swore ie pres 
senecool the hast, thik they were shiver in their 
tlesire fo reevive Joseph. After this, depututions 
fram all dhe councils, frame the jante ol comneres 
mad money, the ballot the Aleades, aad from the 
corporation, waited on the emperarit Vadladalid, 
wud being there joiued hy the municipality af tut 
town, and hy depaties from Astorgn, Lean, av 


“other places, presented the outh, aid preyed Hint 
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Joseph might he king. Nupeleon thus eairenterd, 
consented thi his brother should) rensstitie his 
kingly fmetions. : 

Te wonkd he idle to argue from this appurently 
voluntary subinission to the revel eperer, dada 
change fivourahle to the usarpution. tual been pra: 
dueed in the feelings of the Spauish people lat it 
iy evident that Napoleatts vietuties wud policy lal 
been so fir efeetml, thitt ia the capital, wid nay 
other great towns, the multitude ae well as thi 
notables were, either from fear or conyietion, suble 
missive to his will; aud it is but reaseuible ta spe 
pose, that if bis conquests lad not been iaterrapted 
by extrmmeous circinastaness, Chis esimple would 
hive heen penenly followed, in preference tes the 
more plovions, but inelectual, resistiner mite fy 
the inhabitiats-of those eities, wlrose fortitude: sail 
whose calamities lute forced frou timukinal sears 
vowlul admiration. ‘The enase af Spain, ot this 
moment, was ia truth lost, if any entew, deperetings 
upon wary Which is but oa suecessten al vieleut 
changes, cat be enled sas fie the arities were cis 
persed, the poverpment besvildattd, the people 
dismayed, the ery of resishinés Tivihed, ant the 


stom valee of Napoleon, auswered hy thes tread ea’ 


three liudred thousad French vetevaies, wies heir 
throughout the dand, Dut the hostility af Austria 
arrested the couqueror’s enreer, iat the Spuatish 
chery vevived at the abeupt eesadtion af hia ter 
rifie warfive, 

Joxeph, exearted hy his French pouneds, in mm 
her between five dnd six Chousumd, entercet Minteit 
the @ad cal’ Jinuary., Efe wie, however, an kines 
yvithout yevennies, aud doe would dicye eee witha 
even tte semblacee of wuthiority, a tee ned ued 


at 


“YAN, 
1. 


Liner, 
daa 


6 Wsranwy oF TB 


MOK “heen Jikowis nonsinatest thie emperor's Heutenant 

oan Spun, hy virtue of whieh Uile he was enim. 
Mane powered to meve the French army at his will This * 

power wis ane extrecacly dateceptille ta Cue tir. 

stats, und hie want dneve fini at difieult teen. 

foree TL, even Qhotieh he tou) restrained Hae excreine 

to the limits: preseribed hy his heather; bat dis. 

duiniig to separate Uae general fram the itoveh, 

Kingeoor her conveyer his orders to the french army, Uhronsh 

faverap his Spuntist aninisters, wad the army in ite turn dis« 

Won dained wel resisted the assumed authority at nea, 

who, despised for their wit of militiry kiw tedie, 

were ithse suspeeted as fiveuring interests essentially 

differing from Chose af the troupe. 

The trom rasp, that teed eotapressed the pride 
ail (he ambitions jealousy of the noaliihs, fein 
this relaxed, the passions whieh had rnined ths 
patriots begin too work aumage their eneuies, pro 
daeing: iiulewd tesa: fiital efleets, heenuse: Chety soapy 
was muore ciresmngerihed, but sliciently pernicious 
lo stop dhe course of eomquest. "Phe Frenchy, 
no longer te eompnet hedy, ferrite alike trom its 
Mitssive atteiaele wiel its (lexitste netivddy, beanie 
v collection, of independent binds, enele formididle 
in itself, WO, from the dismion af the penerily, 
slow to combing for way great abject; and plainly 
discovering, by ireewuluritios and inanbordintion, 
that they know, when a warrioy, and whee a yvolup: 
tuous monareh was at heir head. ‘These evils were 
however only felt at a later poriad, and the distrihu. 
tion of the troops, when N' apoloon quittudl Valladolid, 
still bore the-impress of his genius, 

The first corps was quartered in Ln Mancha. 

« The second corps was destined to iuivacles Pow 
tugel, 
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The third and fifth corpa curried on the siege uf 


Zao. w 

The fourth corps remnined in the valley of the 
Tayus. 

The sixth corps, wanting its third division, wus 
appointed to hold Gullicin, ' 

The seventh corps continued always in Catalin, 

The imperint puuids, tlirected on Viltorin, eon 

tributed to the security of dhe prent eeamaunicntion 
with France until Zumyoan alti fill, and were 
yet reuly.to march when wanted for the Austria 
war. : 
General ‘Dessolles, with the third division of the 
sixth corps, retuned fo Madrid. General Honnet, 
with the filth division of the second corp, rernined 
in the Montagna SL Audero, 

General Lapisse, with the second division of 
the first corps, was sent to Suhimanen, where tie 
was joined hy Maupetits brigiule of cavalry, whieh 
had crossed the Sierra de Bejir, 

The reserve af heavy cayiary beds beaker up, 
was distributed, hy divisions, in the lolluwing 
order poms 

Latour Maubourg's joined the first corps. Larges 
tid Tavhoussnye’s were atinehed to the acorn 


“corps. Lussalle's was sent te the fourth corps. 


The sixth corps wis reiatorced with two briabes, 
Mihaud’s division renmained at Madrid, sail Keller 
man’s wunided Che lines af conmunisition betwee 
Tudela, Burgos, and Paleneia. 

Thus, Muclridh being stil the centre of ayer 
Hons, the Breneh were so distributed, that by a 
concentrie Inoveent on thal cupitul thug vould 
crush ey ory insurrection within the circle af their 
positions; and tr greak masses, hele kept agua” 
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the principal youds diveryiny: trom Mtudeit te the 
extremities al the Perdnitila, integeepted all ean. 
munivation between dhe Provinces: while the second ¢ 
corps, Uirust ont, as it were, Leyout the circum 
foronee, and clestined, is thee fonrth corps: hel bean, 
to sweep round. (ein podut ta point, wes sure af’ 
findiye a supporting urmy, rend ae peed dine at 
retreat, ab every erent votite deuding: trem Madrid 
to the yet unstbdivd provinces af the Crssinaitn, 
The communication with Prauece was at the sume 
time, seerred diye the: fortresses of Burges, Pum 
peli, amid Br Sebastiim, und by the divisions 
posted at Sto Ander, Buggos, Hilbi, and Vittoria; 
it was also supported by we reserve at Bayaune, 

The northern provinces were pureed out tate 
mnititery governments, the chiefs of whieh corre: 
sponded with each other id, by the sins of 
twavedhle cola, reywessed: every petty tasturred. 
tion, ‘The third. and difth corps, having their 
dase ont Pampelum, and their dine of aperutions 
directed against Zunes, served ws an additional 
covery fore ta the communication with Pranee, 
and were Uemselves exposed te ne think attacks, 
except front tho side of Cuenga, where the chike of 
{afintude edtinsnicted 5 tact that yeenornd was dine 
self watched Dy the livst carps. 

AN the Thies of correspondenias, nat only from 
Prince dit betyveen the different corps, were mun 
tained hy fortified pasts, lseing’ preter or lesser 
garrisons, according to their importiaee. Between 
Bayonne and Burgos there were eleven miliiey 
stations, Between Burgos and Madrid, by thé rend 
of Aranda aid Somosierra, there were wight; ond 





Frowh or eleven others pratected the mare cireuituus reute 


my, Mia, 


o the capital, by Valladolid, Segovia, cmd the 
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Guadarama. Between Valladolid aud Zariyrozit 


Phe communicntion between Vallulolit aad St 
Ander contained eight posts pul nim: others eon 
nected the former town with Ville Pranea del 
Bierzo, by the route of Benevento onl Astor; 
finally, two avere established hebween Beneveute 


and Leon. : 

At this period, the foree of the amy, exelisive 
of Joseph's French guards, was three danudred 
and tyenty-four thousind for hundred and eleven 
men, about thirtysnine thousand being: eevalry. 

Vifty-civht Chousand men were in hospital. 

The depdts, povernments, garrisons, posts of care 
respondence, prisoners, and hadladions af march” 
composed of stragplers, absorbed about twenty 
five thousand amet. 

The remainder were ander urns, with their 
regiments, amid consequently, iuere tain te 
Tundred and forty thomsaned men were in the tiebd ; 
while the erent dine af commenting with Prac 
(he amilittey render will do well to amirk this, 
the keystone af Napoleon's system) wis protveted 
hy ubove filly Chousnnd tien, whose positions were 
strengthened hy three fortresses nad ENE Cane preeite 
“of correspondence, each mere or less fintified, 

Tlavitys thus ihewn the wilitury state of tle 


Mreneh, Poshall now proceed with thee imerrative of 


their operations, following, as ia Qhe first vednie, 
a fooal rather thin a chronolopivad avrensgenont 
of events, 


OPERATIONS TX RSEEMADUIA ANE LA MANCHA, 
Phe defeat of Galluzaa hives heen inviehentally 


the line was seeped by fifteen intermediate points - 


clan 
ie 


bey, 


Appewlis, 
Eooe ee 
Vieay 


« touched spon befure. ‘Phe duke af Diniteie having? 


lo 


OR 
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“ THSTORY OF THE 


obacrved, that the Squash enetd pretended, 


with six Chonesnd view levies, te datenedl a river Tipe 


af forty tuiles, nile a Ceint of crossing the Tapas 
at Arzubispo, id Chen sublenly desceteling ta At 
nnn, forced a puesnage over thid heise, on the 
Sth af December, killiigs saad wounding Tnny 
Spaniards, and enpturinys four poems; and so complete 
wie the dispersion, that fora den tine alter, not 
nomi wre te he fomnd tnieas thranghient dstre. 


Aven, tundra, The French cavalry followed the the 
Nw rae a 
die ian pritives, bat iutedligenee af siv Jolin Moore's alvanee 


Wht, 


lo Sahapin, beige received, thee pursuit eed ag 
Movida, cid the fourth corps, whiel: tied left eight 
lauded anen ie garrison at Sewovin, then aeeupied 
Talavera aid Phicenties de: duke of Diattzie was 
reeled to ane, aad Schastind smeeeeded 
his comumad. -AL this period adsa, the first corps, 
(of whieh’ Gnpisse’s division only tad followed 
the emperor to Astorga,) coterie Tole without 
opposition and the Prench outposts werd 
yresleal Gowerds Gaenen, and lawiurds the Sierra 
Marenn, 

Meunwhile, tha contend junta, changing its fist 
design,’ retired to Seville, instead al Baadijos, and 
hei continually arged, both by Mr. Stnert od 
My. Mrere, fo oniake seme efloet te lighten he” 
preaure on ir Buglish army, ordered! Pabefis and 
the dies of hifitnde to udvanee s thee one fron 
Zavagont towards "Pudehy dhe other trom Ganga 
towards Midrid. The anrqais "of Palacios, whe 
Tied Down removed fram Catwlonin, und was new 
vt the bend of five or xix Cine levies th the 
Sierra Morma, was ulse directed to ndyimee into 
Lo Muneha; and Galluzzo, deprived of his 
“command, was constituted a prisoner, thong with 
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Cuesta, Castafiog, and a mimber ef 


or unfortunate aficers, who, vainly demanding it- 


jedgement on their cases, were draggread frame phic 


to place by the government, 

Costa was, however, se poplar in Esteenache, 
that the contral junta, althotygh feuring: and de- 
testing him, were forced to place him at dhe 
heud of Gralliazo's fugitive 4 part af when Tied, 
cwhon® the pusvit ceased, rallivd behind the 
“Gnadiana, and wore now, with the nid of fresh 
levies, again’ taking the form, rather time the 
consistence, of aniirmy, This appointment wrs wt 
wet oof deplorable inenpacity ; the moral eflert 
was to degrade the government hy exposinyy its 
fours and weakuess, aud, inn military view, it 
was destructive, beenusce Cieste wis playsicully 
and meutuly inenpable of command, Obedinete, 
jealous, and. stricken in’ yeitrs, he wis heedless 
of time, cireumatinces, dispositions or fitness; 
to punish with a barbarous severity, wd ta rust 
hendloug into battle, constituted, i dis anid, all 
the finetions of t general, 

The president, Ploridn  Dlanen, | vightpeone 


yours of aye, died at Seville, tant the aurquis af 
LAstorga succeded: fim, bit the efaaieder ad’ the 
jute was inne mcmner afleeted hy the chins. 


Some fleeting indientions of vigour hil bee pre 
diced by Ure: dermadtieuen af the diagyer turing the 


11 


other cndpable cata 


iY 


slate 


flight from Arunjies, bat lupe remittines at silver, Auysrta, 
fron South Amerien, having: arvivedt at Cobia, fet 


the attention of the members was aaserbed hy 
this object, and the public wenl was blotted fran 


theiy remembrance; even Mr Frere, astienert af’ Avycinting 


Nee i, 


thyir conduct, uppenrea lo aequieses in the just. resieh 


i 
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S008 ness a? sie dohn Moore's estimate of the vabue of 


vy. 


tat, 


> Spatish eesoperation, a 
tae gnunstier ad guvag tee bee craveelbes for the shefinteg, 
ol the coubery Vaal dasa early fixed at five hundred 
theusaad, bet seareedy omethicl hid joined their 
chow nevertheless, considerable bories were is. 
semibling at diferent: points, leenuse the people, 
espeetilly those af the aiuthern pravigeds, although 
dismayed, were obsalient, amd the lew mutharities, 
vba distiuee fie the netiad seene of way vivars 
only enfarciap the how af enrolment, sent (he ine 
eruits te the araies;  hopimy derehy either to 
shove the wir edt’ fram thete awa dtitriets, or 
to have the exetise al beige witheut fighting men, 
ty plead for quiet submission, Thee fysitive 
tops alin readily collected agai at any piven 
point, partly tour poetriutian, partly beenuse the 
Vrenel were ia possession off their native pra. 
vinves, partly that they attributed: their telents 
to this treachery af theie generals, and partly 
Chi bey deceived by the ysreos  Gubsehands 
mad boasting of the peverument, they, with rendy 
vanity, dnnggined that the every tad inwirieily 
sufliget wnernoia tosses. di fines flr thas reasons 
Mwutioned Ta thee commencement af this history, 
meu were Ca be fal in duaelanes, bat, beyond 
assembling them aml appointing seme ineapabte 
person to conmmid, nothing wins dune fue defence, 
The odlicers, wha were at cleeeived, Hd ae ean 
fidenee either in thei awn truapa ar iu die povern- 
ment, nor were they themselves: confided in or 
respected by their amen: the fitter starved, ais» 
used, Hbelunded, possessed neither the compact 
strength of diseipting vor the daring of cathicaiusin 


PENINSULAI WAI. 


Under aneh t system, the pensantiry eould wet he! 


rendererL eneryetje soldiers, nor were they aetive 
supporters of the cause; but with a wonderfil cute 
staney thoy eniluved for il, fitigue, sickness, mithed 
ness and fimine, displaying: in wll their actions, wud 
in all choir sentiments, a distinet und powertnt nn 
tional character, ‘This coustimey, ulthonele ren 
dered nuyatory by the views und follies af the juntas 
and leading man, dudlowed the peophe's ¢tlacts, mil 


‘the flagitious violence of the invision almost jus. 


lified their ferocity. 

Palacios, on the receipt of the arders abe 
mentioned, advanced, with five thousand men, te 
Villuurta, in Ta Minebias and the dude of Tatinatinle, 
anticiputing Che instructions of the jamie wes 
already in motion from Cuong, his army, rein 
forced by the divisions of Cartonjal aul Lalli anid 
by fresh levies, being about fwenty thortsand moet, 
of whieh two thousimd were euvilry. The eheek the 
ineursions of the French hersenmyn, fie dyad, i few 
days after the departive of Napoleon trom Absadriel, 
detached ener Sena tad pererul Veneres wath 
Ceht thoasnd tafiatyy and: all the horse ta scuue 
the country round ‘Paracas anid Avajues, rat the 
former culered Pores, while: the latter cnet 
voured to cutolln French deteehiment, hit wies hia 
self surprised suid beaten by a very inferior fare, 
Marshal Victor, nevertheless, withdrew his id yard 
posts, and, coneertselinge Rilia’s ait Vithette’s ali 
visious of iuftaitry und Ladue Mauthunteys's cavitlry, 
ab Villa de Alornay in the vieinity af Tobedo, tere 
Von, in possession af ‘Tauranmeon. But, aniage 
the Spanish generals, miutnal reerinmimetions one 
couded their failure: the dike af Tatinatata passcoeal 
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ink neither authority vor talents te repress thavie dLigputeg, | i 


bi, 
dan, 


aid in this amtoward states of ndficie recedvhiyg the | 
orders of the jata, hv: prajrety al W MOvenENE on f 
‘ideale, ittendiagg to eeiee Unit place sal Avani, 
break down the brides, andl maintain the ling af 


Sa 
Th rhe quitter! Chisnyn, with tear thon | 


men, inteustiny te jai Venegas, wha, with Ute rest | 
of dhe army, wis at Tiranecn. 

"Fie bith, de ae oa erond af higitives nent 
Caraieosn, anil beard, with saynad surprise atl cone | 
stormation, Chat the divisian rauclor Verge wag | 
heater, end the purstters close tt dnensd. 


MOET OE VERE 
Lo onppssred that Vietar, igiarant all the exnet 
situations ad iatentions al the Suitsdehs jeeniotils, and 
yet uieasy at their mtovenents, deal neawehed fran | 
Toledhe ty Gotti the 2th, ail that Vaasa then | 
uloailaned: “Purmeen and ftuak pest at Ueles, 
The Peeneh agin advance) an Uae bth in two 
columns, af whieh one, compre cl) Rutlin's divi 
sion and oa brigade af envadry, dest dbs way, wl 
wrvivert ot Alewaury Cre cather, het hy Vietar | 
juason, derived in fiat at dae Byanish pose | 
tion ut Ueles enrdy inthe morvingy of thee dat, 
This omerting wis aiespeetend hy vith purty, 
Tat the: Peeueh thicket withatt hesitation, andl the 
Spmniards, making towards Aleaau, were cut off hy 


“Huitlin, and totally diseomfted. Several theusnnda 


e 


were taken, atlas fled aerass Che fiedds, nnd one 
hody preserving some order, marched towards 
Oenfin, where meeting the Feenel page, it received 
wheavy discharge of grape, nnd dispersed. Of the 
whole teres, only one aml) deeded, under 
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peneral Giron, forced a passage hy the rot of 
Carascosa, and sg reached the duke of Lututicde, 
who dmmediately retronted safely to Cheng, ns 
the French enyulry was too much fatigued to puesne 
him briskly. 

From CGuenga he sent his guns hvala 
by the roud of Tortola, Inti marched: bfFtntintry 
and eavulry by Chinchilla, to ‘Tolusrn an the 
frontiers of Mureia, and then te Santa Craz de 
‘Mudela, a town situated near the entrance tothe 
defiles of the Sierra Morena. Chix place he reached 
in the beginning of February, having made a paiutal 
and circuitous retreat of more unr two himdred 
miles, ina bad season: his artillery hdl been enp 
tured at Tortola, and his fore was redieed: hy 
desertion and stragpling, to a halted af cliseens 
tented officers, mid on few thousand men, ween out 
with fatigue ond misery. + Memowhile, Vietar, 
after scouring part of the praviner af Cuenca 
and disposing: of hin prisouers, nade a sade 
march upon Villarta, intenting: to sarprise Pili 
cio, Dut thet officer ravgare ot Tntautado's: vetrei 
had already elected a junetion with the hatter 
at Ranta Griz cle Miydelas wherelore thes reneh 
niuwhal velinqaished che atfenpt and yeueeupived 
his former position at Toledo. 

The captives taken at Ueles were tareled te 
Marlrid ; those whe were werk mud anible to walli, 
Deine, says Mr. Rovew, stot by order ol Vietur, 
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beenuse the Spaniards ad hanged seme Preneh ° 


prisoners, Fs, it was a barbarous id i stannerul 
reluliution, wuvorthy of soldier, dor what justice 
oy propriety de shawn in revenginy the dhstth af 
ang innocent person by’ the murder af another! 
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Alter the Preach dad thie withiliawn, Tnfiutada 
ad Polechin proceeded te re sera thedr hares, 
uteler the aie a the Carolina Army, saul whey 
the: levies in Gethe ined utter parts ene Up, 
the stubs: vd! Alay iteaigie, at the Trea af’ dhe the 
valry, gideavearal pe suprba at brads resent 
of drawaaiies nt Abas, Lat thy bates: vallival uuickly, 
fompht chatty, cant ofected a retreat with 
atuveely any Teo: Albuqnenytie then retired to 
Cones whens be wie witacked the neyt day: 
hy sttperioy aiuubers, anal net all with liticulty, 
The duke oat dafintide wars how displicvl hy 
thee joutu, ied peurval Uvbion, Comle de Chie 
favpel, the new eouminder, havings restore sonia 
Hisvipdine, advinwrsd te Cindi Reah nud tuak 
eetoon the Wet dauk oad the Upper Guattinn, 
Fron theme tie apne) a eonnuuniention with 
Chiwsta, whi aHiay duel tert enereaseal te sixtoon 
Hitesand aaien, af whieh trey Chensand wore ees 
wiry; fer the Spunieeds sntfered are in flight 
thin iaaetian, saul the heesensen esrapine with 
little chiae, were mere vastly rallied, nat in 
pteater vehitive aimilers thie dye infintey, With 
Chee farees, Chasity timed advert tee the “Thayrus, 
When Moore's nivel upoat Sadsuenn lanl drawn the 
fateth corps neress tie viver; the hater, hhivwever, 
hy fortitvigs ae old tower, still held the bridle of 
Avaahispo,  Chtexti extent his Tine from the 
Mountiing in front af that place, to the Pasrtn dy 
Mirabete, aid broke down the Ivins ot’ Almay, 
Kommunifieent structure, the eentiys areh al whieh 
wis above one lumedred and itty feet Iizh, 

Ti thest: positions both sides remainedt tranepuil in 
Jaa Maneha, weal in Estrenueclurn, wad gi ented the 
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Spanish exertions to Tighten the pressure upon the 


British army; gave Vrench divisions of infantry, : 


and as many brigades of enyvalry, final more thin 
sufficed to buflle them, and thus the imminent 
danger of the southern provinces, when sir dolor 
Moore's vigorous operations drew ‘the emperor ta 
the north, may he justly estimated, 
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Vitase the field cf Inethec at Trotela, all the fagi- 


tives fram O'Nvi staid a qereat part all those fran’ 


Chattited’s urmy, Hed te Zarmsaza, ume with sneh 
speed tes to being thee first news a Cheie cca disaster, 
With the temps. dso, eimai inanense monber of 
curvinges, aan fhe uilitiry: chests, for the ronda 
were Wile nid oxerllent, and the pasit waa slack, 
The vitives ond the oivighheurins  prisimtiy 
Were aodemled at this apded rd unexpected 
cubinity. ‘They tatty sith a itiral ceredulity, 
relied on the boasting promises of their clive, and 
being ueerssurily ignorant oof tie ten shite of 
wlbtirs, newer deutecdd tliat thety cenesttce would 
Deoated, by a spertly ad complete destruction: of 
the French When their hopes were thas stl. 
deuly bhevted, when they beheld tranps, trom whan 
thay expeetab ners Dat vietary, came pouring 
tute the tawn with all the tumule al patie, whew 
the peusanty af all the villages through whieh 
the fugitives passed, cone rashings jute: the city 
alone with Oh seared multinide af Dying soldiors 
mn imp followers, every heart waa filled with 
coustormition, mutt the date al Znrayaze’s glory 
would Jave ended with the frst siege, if the 
sneves owl Trudeau hind been followed up hy te 


. . * . u 
Hench with that eederity and vigour whieh the | 


aversion required, ‘ 
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» i 4) i) 
Napoleon, foreseeing that iis moment of conti Hs 


semen 


sion und terror would uerive, Jiu, with bis usual - 
prudence, provided the menus, and given directions say 
for such an fntantineous mid powertul attack, ay” 
would inevitebly have overthrown the bulwark af 
the custom proyinees : hut che atekness of muysdinl 
Lasnes, the diflicuty of conmumiention, the eansee a 
quent fiulse movements of Moncey wal Ney, in fine, 
the ditervention of fortune, omnipotent as shie be in 
Swar, balled the eniperor’s loue-sighted culeulutions, 
She leaders had time to restore order anionyst the 
multitude, to provide stores, a eotuplete the defen 
sive works, aud, hy vw ferocious exereise of power, 
to insure implicit obedience > the danger af res 
sisting the enemy xppeared tight when a snspi- 
cious word ar gesture wieg distuntly punished by 
death. 

The third corps having ‘nitissal the fevenr- 
wble moment for ao suiliden ssiult, and being 
redneed by sickness, by losses in Intille, and by 
detachments, to seventeen Ehausand tour haudred sister eat 
mien tneluding the cnyineers wit artillery, wars to (fl, 
werk to invest: the ety in fam, and, therefare, yay 
romied an observation on the Xulon river, while 
Ww batterie train af sixty puns, with welldinr 
nished pares, whieh lad been by Napoleon's 
orders previonsly collected in’ Wunpelimay wiew 
corre to Prdela and ombirked pen the ean 
leuding to Zaragoza. Murshid Mavtier, with the 
filth corps, was directed fo assist in the aivge, 
and he was inomareh to join Meneey, when bis 
progress alse, was arrested ly sir dulin Moore's - 
advanee towards Burgos: but the seape al 
that general's operation being determined hy Naps 
loon’s countersmovement, © Mortier resumed tia 
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wauk navel ta re- interes, Moncey, sand, on the 20th 
of Deestuber, US08,  thaae aidted corps, fur 

ya iy own army oof thindy five thamwant aie od all 
wets, wnbGaeid ausidiiat Aivageras VE this tine, 
Hoodia, buwewer, Comfidlonee lal bera restored! in he town, 
Bester nel all the preparations averesary for a viporous 





thefence wvere completed, 

Theaintive of the puting in whitele Aira ig 
sibel, Ue enti the rivers, the pevuling 
comdraetion at Che dwauies, aad the aaadtitude of 
convents, have been udvemly deseribed, lat the 
Withienttivs te de eaemmmterel by the Preneh ‘roapy 
were iis deer Cte cate ied da Ue fivst siegis AL 
that Uimte lithe assistiaes tied heen derived Cram 
acheaee ; ew, dednteted hy espericuce, aint ins 
spire ane itowere by the yrentiess af their resold 
tien, ueither the enles at aetoaer the resaurees al 
Henits were wry ected by the deteanbers. 

Anrayeest oltre fone ineeuber fronts Pie fist, 
rechammayy Trem the iehi at the tawny extended 
fron the Ebro te a convent af hare tiated Che 
telites, sul woes ulaat three hundred yards wits 

The sreond. twelve hindlved yids i estent, 
reached fran the Carmedites tei bridge ayer the 
Huerta, 

The third, Likewise af twelve hundred yards, 
xtretehed fron this bridge te an ail mvunilivetary 
Vile bevel thes oiths, 

The fiarth, beimg monn epening of toa hon 
tread soos, ceueherl tram the cdl anasctinetary to 
the Ebre. 

Bogelar' Thectivst front, fortified! by an saneient wall and 
¥ gin thanketl by thee pues on thas ¢ Surmuelite, wats afro Ute 
hengeot cud by new lufteries sand cumpurts, mil hy the 

CGrethe of Mpatria, cotamonty eatted: tee Chisthe of 
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: 
tho Inquisition, whieh stimiing nlite de advances, ea 
was a osquure fot, bavine we bastion and tower it 
cach corner, and a geod stone diteh, and it wit a 
connected with the body of the plhice by certain 
walls loopsholed for musketry. 

The second front war defended by a deuble wall, 

the exteridy one of reeent ervetion, Hieed with sun 2 
dvied Deicks, and covered by wditeh, with perpen: 
dicular sides, fifteen feet deep and twenty feet wide. 
The thinks of this front were formed front the cous 
yank of Che Crmmelites, by a howe eivenhur battery 
standing in the contre of the line, by se fortified 
vorvent of the Capuchins, culled the Trinity, and 
hy some eurthon works protecting: the head of the 
‘bridge over the Huerba, 

The third tront wus covered by the viver Uuerhia, 
the deep bed al whiele was close te dhe tout al tee 
mampurts,  Beliud this stvenme a dantle eutreuct: 
montis eneriod trout the: bridge hes tea hur 
projecting convent of Sante Magracin a dishisee of 
favo hinted: yards. Site Migracin iiself wis vay 
xtrotgely fortified and sutied, and, tran. thenee to 
thet ofl mioniiietory, die dine of defenen wier pres 
Jonged by an aneient Moorish will, on whieh several 
terraced batteries were quised, to sweep all cheapie 
between the manpart al die Elaerbi, These 
Intterios, nnd the pars de the convent of Sarthe 
Bopracin, likewise overlooked somu works cubsed ta 
protect a second bridge, that crossed the river, 
dhout ctanoneshot below the first, 

Upon the viet hauk af the CUnerkiy und a litle 
helow the-sceoud bridwe, stoad the convent of Sau 
Joseph, the walls af whiel had heen strengthened 
and protected Ay adeop ditch with i eeverst way , 
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. 
Hous ud paliside, Et was well plteed, ay coe sulyanced 


~werk, to impede the eremy's wqprcieli, and to tied 
Site sallies om Uacrieht biatk of the river, and it 
wie epen in dhe gene, te the fire fone the works at 
the second liktye, hath beta avevloaked hy the 
fervacest Tntttertes, atul hy the pum af Sita Fie 
pracia. 

The fearth front was protected, by the Hnerba, by 
the continuation wf the eld city will, hy new Tit 
terivs und entrenchments, aud hy several armed | 
convents ane lives houses. 

Heyout the walls, the Monte Torrera, whieh com. 
manded all the plain af Zarugeza, was crowned bya 
Javge ieconstencted fort, radiel ab he distance of 
Cighteen lomedred yards Prem the eouvent of Sip 
Joseph. ‘This work was covered by the reyul eral, 
thi sladees of which were cduftnded hy some fields 
works apen ta the: tive ot the fort teed, 

Ohne ther tet bitak of Cee hee thee seobaard, Teilt in 
tu low nrshy plain, wie protected by a chain al 
redaubis nnd fortified drauses, and, sea: gun 
Hiatt, Maniited hye seamen frome Cie navrct avsenal al 
CGinthayenn, completed the civenit af defines. ‘The 
artillery at the ple wig laawever, af tag small 


Cavalier entire, "Phere were only sixty pu carey igs mare 


than twelve>pord bulls, al there were but edglt 
hayge artis: Chere was, lawever, ne wie of small 
arms, nnd eolunel Doyle had tarnished tainy Bugdish 
Mus neta. 

These were the regalia extern delinees af 
Zaragoan, most of whieh were constructed at the 
time, aecarding to the skill ind mens of the ene 
pineera; Dut the experkmee of the farmer sieyre 
hid tGeught the people net te travt ta? dae ordinary 
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resourees af art, and, with eqand genius und reso 


lution, they hislprepared an internal system of dee 


fonce infinitely more efiencious. 

Tt has been already observed, Cait the hanes of 
Zaragoza were tiresproul, anil, generally, al unly 
tivo stories, thal, in all the quurterseol the city, the 
massive convents and clairehes rose like crstles 
ubove the low buildings, and that the preuter streets, 
running into the broadway called the Coase, divides! 
the town into a variety af’ districts, unequul in size, 
bot oeeh containing one or more huge structures. 
Now, the citizens, saevificis all personal convent 
enee, and resigning all iden of private property, 
gave up their poods, their bodies, and their hotwes 
to the war, and, being promisenansly mish) with 
the pewsuntry and the regular soldiers, the whole 
formed one mizhty garrison, well suited to tho vist 
fortress Into whieh Zaragoza Wes truformed : for 
the doors’ nod windows of the houses were built 
up, their fronts loop-loled, inter communion 
tions broken through the purty walls, the strevts 
trenched aud crossed by earthen rampaets mionuteal 
with cuimon, and every strong: building tarneet 
Info a separate fortification. "Phere wi ue weik 
point, heemuwe there could be none: iu town whieh 
was all fortress, andl where the spiee eavercal hy 
the city, wos the aieastcient fir the thickiess ef 
the rampurts, 

Nor in this emervency were the levers ur 
mindul of nord fore. ‘Phe people were ehegreal 
by a constant reference: ta the fornaa stecesstied 
resists, their contidenca was taised by the con 
tomplation of the wet werks that Inut heen ex. 
couted, mid it was reeulled to their reculleetion 
(hilt the wet, ustial at (a seasen af Hie your, worl 
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spreceltincee amour the vicniy's ranks, impairing, 
i wd catindy frasteating, tis eiloas.,  Nelther wna 
the ath ef superstition aegderteal: prasessiana jin 
pooed upon the silt, file rabaaches brwildered the 
drnestmitiod, wuel Ceceilde eruetations ad dae living 
wrath whic Ceermiids oF nics, whose Tormer lithita 
wind prvsiat sftisation veneered heme prvsaliaely ange 
veqible ad such imprendons,  Fisealdy, ther leadery 
were Uiemiedyes ao prompt nud tevriide ine their [ue 
vistas, that the greatest camurds were likely ty 
show Uae hobdest Gears ia Uae wish to escupe 
siispieion. 

Toouvoid Ui cunger of any geet explosion, the 
peoder wre imide ae aeiension required, whieh was 
the mere etvily etlecterl, been Zarygaay eons 
Laden an rayal depet and retinery for sdtpetre, sud 
iene wie poweleranills dn the neiehtunrhond, 
whiel furnished worknien Tiniliar with the proves, 
Vhe hewas et treme beyond the walls were all 
denulishedl and cut dean aid the maderials cueried 
ints ie The public mugguicines contained six 
tenths’ proviaians, the eunventa wee well stocked, 
One ithahitunts lad bail ap thetrewva stares forxevern 
rannths, wad Gener Dayle sent avonvey inte the 
tows trom Che site of Ciatlenbag ie) there wer alin 
aoe at anniey, deeanse, in addition ta the resmurces 
af the tawiy, the uilitiry-ehest of Choduiios’s uty, 
whieh had been filled only the night before the tattle 
al Pistol, wis, fe thee hight, ouericnl te Znviposn, 
Sones companies af waren were cnralled to attend 
the hospitabs mad fe emery provisions ane naminition 
tu the comlbutints; they were communded hy the 
commtess of Birita, a hidy af an heraie disposition, 
whi is siwicl ter Teves cligplayedd the: gereutest fntelti+ 
nener mid Che noblest charieter dni: beth siepes. 
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There were thirteen engineer altieers, eight hin a 
dred: sappers and miners, composed al exenyntars 
fomerly employed on the enml, tunel From fitters | pape. 
hundred to two thousand cameneers. “The regular Veet 
troops that fled from Tudela, being joined hy two Hen 
small divisions, whieh retreated, ot the aaue time, 
from Sunguessu nnd Gaparosn, formed a pierisent of 
thirty thousand amen, and, with the duliabituats al 
peasantry, presented nonass of ffl thousind eqn 
betuats, whe, with passions excited ulntest to 
phronsy, awaited an assualt amidst those mighty 
cntrenchinents, where aneb onia’s lame wns i lars 
tress and iis fumily iv parrison. ‘To hesiepge, with 
only thirty-five thotusind men, a city se prepared 
was truly a gigantic undertaking: | 









SECOND SEEGER OF ZAUAGOZA. 

The 20th of December, the wo nuaslids, Monuey 
and Mortier, having established theirs hospitals el 
magazines mt Alagon on the Xwoen wel yen Cth in dtogrint 
three colimns against Aurnyost, 

The first, composed of Che iutintey off thee thire 
corps mnrehed by the right bank ef’ the emt. 

Phe second, eampoxed af general Saehet's aivi- 
Novo? the filth arpa, qoarelual bebween the eanul 
and the Elva, 

The third, composed of wenernd Gazin'a civision 
of infinity, crossed the Bhre apposite: ta ‘Tanste, 
and from theuee mide au obliques aarel to the 
Gillewo river, 

The right and eontee cohamns arrived) in trent of 
the town that evenings ‘The hitter, adier drivin 
hack the Spanish advanced wunrds, halted ata dine 
tance af wy leqene fran the Chuipuehin convent af the 
‘Winity ; 4he former took poston hath sides af dhe 
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mete Huterba, nok, ineving sient the inyaediet hy which 
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Un canal is eanial aver that river, proceeded, ty 
pitsonaner al Nispobeon’s orslers, fa nada Tatteriey, 
pal adie dispositions for uae inmictlintis assuall any 
Moute Taverns. Mioonvhile yempral Guam, with 
He dettoonehnn, miveliag by Ciactejun ined PATO 
reat! Ville Nive, on the Gathace river, without 
PUN ABE HINRS  eHeaEy, 

‘Tha Miaste ‘Urayera wane chedinsdeal hy five thon. 
sail Spaniuds, uipler the veammiand of peneval St 
Mawes tat oatslay-hveak on the ist the Mreneh 
wpened Dei five ysanet the tort amd ane column 
of tatuntyy bavgigs attended Che attention of the 
Spaniards, aoscrond, meen, crossed the com 
thotey the aepiadied, and, penetrating between the 
Hat aid thee city, enteral dhe farmer hy the rea; 
bt the youn tines on Cived cobtaits storied! thee works 
Prefertitns Hie pveat shitees, “Theat sudden attacks, 





camel thie heer et dae diet, threw Che Syamdeds tite 


comfinsiat, tal they hastily retired te thes tava, 
whirh sn ensiggal the plebedin feaelera tat das 
Hie at St. Mie woe with ditienty auved by Pa 
hates, 

Leodied tesn eentervtel amome the Prench that 
yoann Camur sleadd eel the suburb, simulie 
nrotly with the aahick en the ‘Porrera, wad that 
tllicer, hii erieauntered uo hady of Spanish wel 
Swiss Troupe pligedd somewhat da ontvanee, drove 
the former buek wo quickly that the Swisy, unublo 
foommtke geod their retreat, wire, to the manter of 
three or tin handed, killed er tuken Bat natwith. 
xboding this fortunate commencement, Chan did 
not nttaek Che siaburts itself) vnatil after (es allidi at 
Monte “forrere vers over, wil then only upon a 
single point, without any previous: examination’ ot 
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the works; hence the Spaniuds, recovering: frau 
their first alavm,reinforeed this point, ant Gastar 
was foreed to desist, with the luss of four Inudred 
men. ‘Chis important tuihive more than haliuecd 
the suecess aginst the Monte Torrera ; it restured 
the shaken confidence of the Spauturds at a mest 
eritival moment, aul cheekiug iu the French, wt the 
outset, that impetuons spirit, that impulse ef vietury, 
which preat generals so earetully wateh und ine 
prove, Urvew them back upon the tedious and chil. 
ling process of the engineer, 

The Qtth of December the investment off Zam, 
gona was completed on both sides af tla: hve. 
Cavan gceupicd the bridge aver the Gallege with 
his left, and covered his front trem sorties, by 
inundations and euls, Chat the low, mitrshy plain 
where he was posted, enabled bine te mike without 
diflieulty, : 

General Suchet oeerpied the space between the 
Upper Ebro and the tnerba. 

Morlot'y division of the 8d) corps ehenmpted in 
the broken hollow that formed the hed ol phat 
stron, 

Mousnier's division evowned the Monte ‘Torrera, 
and general Grandjenn continua the eivenit te the 
Lower bya, commiunionted with Guizan’s pest on 
the othur side. Severtl Spanish detuehments that 
had boon sent cat te foraee were this cut olf) anne 
could never vente the tawny nod ao bride of 
oats constructed on the Upper Bbre completed 
the circle of investient, insaring a free inter. 
course between the dittvaut quarters ol’ the 
amniy. 
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wicbdeserup te the Bauperar, directed: the siege, 


His alin was, that one tise aad we rend attnekg 
l 


shimld he condietal by regshi appronches on the 
Night bark of the hr, aad he still hoped to take 
the suburb hy oa siibten aeaniit Thie trenchos 
were opened the night of the 20d, the aad 
the pluce was stmmoned, anel thee terns dicted 
hy Napoleon wher he wis ut Acne de Diora, 
being olered, the exmmple of Madrid was cited 
foo indves oa osuyrendias Pichi replied, that. 
Tf Madvidh brel surrendered, Muadeid hil been sold: 
Zamwern would ueither he sold ma surrender! 
Ou the receigt af this Tntaghty aiswer due attwks 
were conmmenced, the right being direeted ugainst 
(he convent af Siar Toseply, tie centre apatiist (hie 
upper bridge over the Huerha, the left, wheiel: was 
they false one, npatinst the enatle of Adjafvrin, 

Che Hist Vilutox ade sertios aeiast all dhe 
theee nttneks, fram the right and ceutre he was 
horton back with lass, sad te was likewise coprlscd 
on the defeat the trenelies : hat gore ef hia cavalry, 
gliding between the Freneds paralfel sat the Ebvo, 
surprised id cut down a post of infintry, stationed 
behind seme ditehes thid intersected thy few ground 
on de bak of that viver, ‘This drilling suecesa 
oxulted the enthusiasm af the besieged, amd Pilafoy 
gratified his personal vanity by boasting procline 
tions, some of whieh bore te marks af penius, bret 
the greater prt were ridieulots, 

The Ist of danmery the secdbud pardlels of the 
trie attacks were communecd, md the nent diy Pale 
Tox caused the attention af the besiewers to he ave 
enpivd on the right bunk of the Ebro, by slight 
skirmishes, while he made t serious adttuek trem the 
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side of the suburb on Cavzam’s Tines of contrevndhe- One: 


tion, ‘This sullysven repulsed with: loss, but, an the: 
right bunk, the Spaniaeds alitainedt sone Rueeess, 

Murshul Moncey beings called to Madrid, Jia 
now asstaned the command of thi: hind carps, art, 
about the same time, marshal Mortion wis directed 
to take post at Calutuyud, with Suchet’s division, 
for the parpose of sectiring the commuunicution with 
Madrid. ‘The gup in dhe cirele of investuent Tet 

by this draft of cipht Chovsand anon, Deine bot 
seantily stopped by extending Morlot's division, it 
line of contrevullation was constructed at that 
part to supply the place of ammbers, Meanwhile 
the besieged, hoping and expectiog: each dhiy 
that the usual fills of rain would render the bes 
siewors’ situation intolerable, continued their fire 
briskly, and worked counter approuches ta the right 
of the Pronch wttacks: bit the season was aaisuully 
‘dey, anda thiek Cop rising: cueh morning covered 
the besieyors’ advances and protected facie works 
mon, both from the five aud fron Che surties of thay 
Spanineds, 

The Loth of hunny, thirtyetwe picees af French 
artillery battered in beeneh, both the couvent af Sia 
Joseph and the head af the second bridpe an the 
Unerba, and the tuwn ntse was hembarded, San 
Joseph was so nieh dajared hy this fire that the Spies 
niands, resolving Ca evietite it, withdrew theote guns 
nevertheless, Gwo handed of thei ia making a 
vigorous sally wtoamidnight, pushed! close up te the: 
French batteries, but betas tuken in flank with a 
discharge of grape, retired, with less af halt 
their mmber, 

The 11th, the besiegers’ littevies Ineviauy continaral 
to flay an San fasoph, the breach bessine practicable, 
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wish wt fine tedack is the evenings, sume apprntes 


cat inhurtey, with two tickl pieces suttacked by the 


Hell, while ne valani wis kept in readiness to asst 
tha front, when this sthick sbeatd live shade the 
defence, med tee nther ernpanios af close tien werg 
Vireeted teaueeh fir aa entimer hy the ren, hes 
twonst the fort aed the river. 

The defenres od the euuveat were new reduced tg 
wortitel: cipbtern feet eeeqy aud a caverel why, 
which fillime tick on both tithe te Che Unevba, ’ 
extender! alee the dnack far sume distinee, and 
Ver oeenpial hy ae canediderahe nanuber all en, 
hot whe sonns Preteh pas raked dt diem the 
vind, Une Sypoctierids, evesstiys the ted at he 
river dia camtiion, taok retuyg: in the town, and 
it that monet the fvewt oof thas convent was 
tesautltedd “The depth al the ditch wate the Spanish 
fire chordie Decisions a inonent, yet the chosen 
companies, possiae van the works, fond a simul 
bridge, eressed th, sud cteredt by thee rer, andl tle 
WeNt tisbind thee tvonft was steamed, ail dieedefonders 
were abl filled or tiken. 

The Prenel, wha dual adfered Dat little tn this 
walt, inimterdtintely ledyed Aiamselves in the 
ronyent, ober nonimpant ofoms the edjre of din 
Tuerha, nad camimentece Lladtevioes, mysiuest Che: body 
af the pluce and sygninst the works at the hel af 
the upper bridge, fram wheres, mee iwell is fron the 
tawa, they were ineanmedterd by the fice that played 
inte the convent = 

The 26th, the hvidgeslend, i fomt af Sint 
Hugracin, was cacried with the lost af only tree 
men; the Sprutiards eut the bridge itselt, und apring 
wonine vnider the works, bat this explosion peent 
sioned no misehiel, and the hind parallels bonus 


\ 
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soon completed, the trenches of the two afticks 


were united, and dhe detinees af the besimzed were» 


conlined to the town itsell; they cond ne donger 
make sulies on the right bunk of the Uerbu with 
outoverconing the pretest difienttios, ‘The pnssspees 
of the Huerb was then effected by the French, 
aad breaching and counter-batterion, mounting tify 
pieces af artillery, were constructed against tee 
hady of the place, wud as the fire alse reeled 
the bridge over the Tabro, the communication 
betyeen the suburh and the town, was inter. 
rupted. 

Unshaken by this aspect of affairs, the Spanish 
lenders, with preat readiness of mid, immediately 
forged intelligence of Che defeat af the imperor, 
and, with the souad of musie, and amidst the xhauts 
of the poptlace, proclaimed the mmes of thy mr 
shuls who Juul been killed; asserting, ads thit 
Palutox's brother, the marquis of Lavan, wis alrenly 
wastit Free, Chis iitelligeres, ox truvigaint 
it was, met with Dnplicit credence, fin such wax Cae 
disposition af Che Spuniueds theoiphent this wer, 
that the imaginations of the chisty were teed ta 
produce absurdities praportionde to the evediutity 
of their followers; hence the boastiag ef the lenders 
aud the confidences of Ure besieved, aitaientedt as 
the danger inevensed, and thetemnticipitions af vires 
tory seemed) rentized when the niydittires at’ saat 
couring fore were discerned, bhaging ou the hilly 
helind Crezun's troupe, 

Che difficulties of dhe rench were inert fist 
iucreusiny, for while enclosing: Zavayozn, they were 
themselves cneireled hy insurrections, ad their 
supplies go stritened (haut tiunine was fd in dhede 
camp. Disputes amongst the pencraly alse dini- 
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Wished the viene ef the operations, and the bends 
af discipline bette: vehied, the anilitey sugar of 
the traageameturally became depressed, ‘The xoldiogg 
reasoned apenty upon the chanees of success, which, 
fe thes af ditnsers is anty one degree reaeavedt from 
neutiny, , 

The nature of the vonntry whont Zanaezn wis 
exeerdinely Givenrable tothe Spaniank. the (wn, 
ilthontehe situated ina phtin, is surrguaded al same 
wsifes’ afistanee hy high aneuataiins, andl te the 
sonth, the fortresses oof Mequineman and Tertds 
idlordedt ae duabide base af aperations for any furees 
that wight comes diva Chetatenin and Vidtineia 
The besiegers drew their supplies fran Pampeltna, 
aud their dine of iperation rmimingy through Ahuou, 
Prdeh wud Chapsurasi, wies licrwised Gye the tasurs 

oe on tha side 
of Epila nm in the Sierra che Moeli, theentoninys 
Alioran; while others, deseeuliog (vane the mann 
tains oof Sorta merdaeed the dmpartunt point of 
Tudela. “Phe ninrquds of Livan alse, anxinis 
assist his brother, bad drafted five: thousniml men 
Tran Uae Chatalonian army, andl taking post in’ the 
Sierra dee Licitieua, ae Alevebierre, on elie Tete af 
the Bhve, drew tagethea dl the armed peasy: of 
tha valleys ons high ios Sips. a tenthinge his 
line frome Ville Peaien an the Mbre ta Zr oa the 
Cade, he hemined in the division al Gagin, and 
sent detielinedity as far es Chparosi, Go barnsd the 
French convoys coming frou Piaapelum, 

‘To mmintain their communications ind te proenre 
provisions, Uhe Gesiegers had pleced between (va 
ar three Chousnad men in Tudela, Capsresn, ied 
Natal, and seme dnmelveds in Agupon andl at 
Montatbarra. Between the datter tawn and ‘the 


rents, who were da considerable miiher 
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investing amy, six lumedred and filty cavalry were 
stationed; a Jikesumber were posted at Sista ri 
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to wateh the openings of the Sierra de Mut for danni 


finally sixteen himdred envalry nnd twelve binbres! 
infuatry, under the cantante al “poneral Wathier, 
were pushed towards the south as daras Prentes, 


Wathier, falling suddenly npon un assetblige af 


fowe or five thousand jusargents at Belelite, is- 
persed them, and then tuking the town of Aleanitz, 


‘established Himself there, in observation, for the 


rost of the siepe. Lavan, however, still muciistitinedt 
himgelf in the Alcubiorre, 

Jn this state of aftiivs murshal Lasues, havin 
recovered front lis lone sickness, urrived bedine 
Zaragoza, wad took the supreme commu af both 
corps on the 28d of January. Phe dnthienes af bis 
fim mud vigorous chanuetir was iaiuediately per 
coptible; recalling Sachets tivision trom Cah 
tayad, where it had beew lingeriius witheat neces. 


nity, he sent it across the Nhro, ordered Marvtivar ti Renst, 


altwek Laven, and at the: sime Gime: directed a 
smaller detachinent agninst the insarpeats in Zerit, 
mounwhile, repressing all disputes, lee resturctl ised. 
pling in the army, and pressed the sieya with dstinite 
resolution, 

The detachment sent te Zeer delontedt the in 


surgenty, idl look possession of that place and of 


the bridge over the Cullayze,  Mordier eneauntercad 
the Spanish wulvaners! guard at Perdepuera, ane! 
pushed it buck to Nuestra Setiora de Viaealhe, where 
the main badly, severnt thousined stron, wes posted, 
and where, afler seshort fight, he defeated it, tack 
four gums, and thew’ apreudings: bia troupes in 
a half cirele, extending, from Uuesea, to Pine 
von i nv 


ek 


mux 


at, 


Jatumey, 


HISTOHtyY Ge TEE 


mm the Ehra, awed fhe country between thse | 


“places aial Zvageza, snl cheeked Giether insinie. 


Vien. 


Refore Dasnes arrived, the diesisweel Tnut heen - 
much pulled hy wimortis battery, sitmbel behind the f 
secon parallel at Che este atheck, vid one Miuriuie & 


‘ 
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Coins umidertonh, with eycty vebniteers, to i 


silence it, Ue surpobad) the pas al the trenches, 


god entered the dattery, bat the Preach reserve f 


wrvivedl iu lis trent, the weird al’ the trenches | 
rullivd, aint, this surimnled, Galindo, fighting | 
bravely, wae were roud tekert, and his comuades § 


perished, with os aiueh glory us simple saldiers can 
tttuie de, Alter this, Che armed vessels i Cue river, 


uifempled fo think the batteries raised apaint the f 


Aljaterin, bit the Preneh cans obliged then to retin, 


und the hesiexers’ works beim curio over the f 


Tlaerba, in the nights between the Qist aul 86th 


of diary, this third puraltets of the truss attack @ 
were completed. “Phe oil muntietury, and other t 


nd vnnticons posts, on Uae lett baak ef that river, 
were theu incorporated with the dines ef appronch, 


td the second paradtel of thee Gabe attack wis : 


commenced ntoone dinadred: auch flty yards from 
the Aljutering Thest tulvantages were, liawavey, 
not obtained! without pains far the Spanineds: tre. 
quently antlicd, spiked tava groans, iid bint i past 
an the right of the besieevrs’ tne, 

The Mrengh fire new brake thee wells rapidly; two 


pructicable breaches were pened in fret at’ thes 


Suu desophy, a third was commenced: ta the Suite § 
Avjosting, facing the oil anpnithetory, a broad way 
wes nude inte the Suntiw Migveacia, and at tyvelye 
clock on the 29th of January, tour minal 
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rushing forth, fren the trenches, burst upon the vila, 
rained walls of Apravezn. tee 

On the vight, the assiilints twiew stormed an afariee, 
isolated stone house thet defended the french ef 
Saint Augustin, and twice they were driven biek 
with loss. : 

Tn the centre, regardless of two snintl mines that 
exploded at the foot of the walls, they enrried the 
breach fronting the oil imuimlactory, and hen ene 
‘deavowed to break into the town; but the Spi 
niards relrenched within the place, opened: siel 
a fire, of prape and musquetry, that the Preach 
were finally content to estiublish Chemselves on the 
summit of the breach, and te conmert their leap: 
ment with the trenches by new works. 

The think column was amore suecesfub; the 
tebbourine loess 





byoach wis carried, aud dhe ue 
also, na fie as the first bape serosa street: beyond 
that, the French could net penetrate, bit they 
were enabled to establish themselves within te 
walls of the town, aud immediately brouelit forward 
their trenches, sous ta comprehend the lorhyerent 
within theiy works, 

The fourth columm., composed of the Polish 
soldiers of the Vishda, vigorously stormed the Sin 
Tigracin ond the convent adjoining: it; aad then, 
vnchecked by the fire fron thie howies, sad in 
dwunted by the explosion af six sud) aines phuited 
on their path, swept us ramparts to the lett, ses fir 
as the fiest bridge on the Huerba, ‘Plu: pusids af’ the 
trenches, excited by this sueeess, naw tualied forward 
tumutuously, mounted the walla, bayonetiod the 
artillery meu at the guns in the Capnehin, sad 

“then continuing their carver, endeavoured, soue 
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te couch: thy xenivirenhar lactteey and the Mista. 
vordin, others ta break inte the city, 

This wikt sessed was son chewhed, by ripe 
Tram twee gas plated heli ie tarverse: on the 
varnpearts, anal Ly a muciteaiies tise trons the hoses, 
undoes Ute rinks at thee iesathaits were thinned, 
theiy avdeur stark, while the comrgre off thelp 
iver iaereacel “The French were driven 
faek npon the Capaehias, and the Spuninrds were 
already breakiae date that eoovent in paesuit, when 
two dmtiations, detuclist fy peoerat Morlat from 
the trenches af the dee attek, areivedy il 
arentcd possessian of tat paint, which was more 
aver untemdile by tle Spaniards, imesh as de 
gos af the convent af Sante Bieerweia snw it jn 
reverse, ‘The Freneh lest, an this dey, meave thin 
six damidrerd) men, but har Chede: dmuelintely abun 
donee thee fidse wttaek opseiet Che enatle, fortified 
the Capuchin convent sand a bene sitaated: atu 
righ of thy wd wbattins ape the Uric: over 
the Tevbat, and then jointine dhiewe ly works to his 
trenelies, the sanspirts of dhe fiwa heresies the 
tromt Dine of the Lester, 

"Shas walls of Auraria thins went fo thie pevennd, 
Tak Avior hersel? venga ereet, and as the 
froker sively fief frame the heroin vity, the besiggens 
aborted at the view a hier ondkeeb steenetl. The 
repniae defies hand, indeed, eraabled fefore the 
skill ef the usstilants, but thee peparliar resis 





ance 
was imnnaliately called, with all its terrors, ity 
aefion fad, ne if Fortine had cesulved to mark 
the exnet moment when the ordinary caleuhtions 
af seience should) eviee, the echiet’ ciyineers ant 


both sides were simultineousdy skein, ‘The Preuch 
a 
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general, a Coste, & yoump inn, intrepid, skilfnl, "yar 
and cudowed with genius, perished like a brave ages 
soldier, ‘Phe Spanish coloncl,« Sin Cenis, died, taniay. 
not only with the lonoar of a soldier, but the ylory 
ofa patriot. Falling in the noblest enuse, his bluaed 
strained the ramparts whieh lee ln ‘hinsell raised 


for the protection of lis native place, 
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‘ CHUAPTER Ub 
ne’ Phas war being now in the streeda of Zaragors, 
tu, Hhe sound of the alurmebell was heard in every 


Febuway. quarters the people crowded into the houses nearest 
to the lodgerients af the encny, additional barricndes 
were Constructed neross the principal thoroush tives, 
Twines were prepared tn the more open sprees, 
and the internal communications from house to 
house were multiplied, until they formed a vast 
labyrinth, the intricate windings ef which, were 
only to be traced by the weapons and the dead 
holies oof the defenders, ‘The jrmta, become 
more powertnt from the cessation of regular wars 
fire, urged the defehes with redoubled encrey, yet 
increased the horrors off the sive, by w ferocity 
prashed to the verge af froway | every persan whot 
excite the snspicions of these firious men, or of 
those immedintely about hein, was instaathy put ta 
douth. Amidst thie noble bubwarks ol) wou i hey 

Cavathow THE array of pibbets was seeu, on whieh crowds af 

wretohes were ouch: uieht suspended, bee (heir 

eourave sunk under needmititing dangers, or (lint 

some donhtful expression, seme pestare al distress, 

had been nisconstracd hy their barbarous ehicts, 
From the height of the walls whieh hoe lad con 


Hognint. 
quered, Lasnes contemplited this tareifie seer, and 
jadging Chat men xo passionate, ancl so prepared, 
could not be pridently meountered in open buttle, 
he resolved: to proceed by the slow, certain pros, 
_ bess of the mmattoek aud the atines this also was 


* : . vos a ‘ 
iu mison with the emperor's instructions, anid hence 
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until the 2d of Febriury, the eflarts of the Preneh Man: 


were only diveettd ta Cie enlargement of their: 
lodgemenuts ou the runparty. 
with severe fighting and by means ef explosions, 
working through (he nearest hovses, and sastaiuinys 
many counter-ussiulis, of whieh the anost uated aud 
the fiercest was made by aw friar on the Cupnehins’ 
convent. 

Tt has been already observed, that the bine 
divided the town into certain sinall dis. 


* strocts 
wssion off 


tricts, or islands of houses. "Fo guint poss 
these, if wax necessity not only te mine bat to 
fight for onch house; ind tocvoss thereon! taterseeting: 
streets i was indispenscble to coustriet traverses 
above, or to werk by qiderpround potlerion sat 
battery raked each street, and each house wire de. 
fended by w gaurison that, generally speaking, Ine 
only the option, of repelling: thee enemy in front ur 
dying on the pibbet erected behind As long 

ras the convents and eltiehes reustined in ponasiun 

Col the Spurtiards, Che: progress af the: Prone sauengs 
the ishinds af small houses was al little ielyan 
tue to them; the strong: purvisons da the preter 
Duildings, emubled the defemlers, uot only ta make 
continual and suecesaltil sallives, hat fo ceastevanine 
thoir enemies, whose saperion stall in that kiast ot 
warlire, was offen frastrated ly tle miatbers aie 
porsevariue Cuerpy al the besieged, 

‘To overcome (ese obstieles, the hatterises bya 
site the fourth front, tind breached the convents af 
Augustin and Saati Menien, und theeletter lied been 
laken the Stat of dhumary ; for while the attack 
was hot, wu part of the wall in another dircetion wis 
blown in by a pebird, and the hesierers pouring 
thrdngh took Are auain breneh in rene, cleared the 
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nok convent anid xevernl houses behind it Never. 
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‘theless: the Spaniards opened aegratleey from the 
wusting saul “Worked amine Mak adyht under 





Saute Monien, but the Preneh discovered it and. 


stifled the aniners. ‘Phe next duy the breach in 


the Aneustin beeominy provtionble, thy attention | 


of the defenders was dawn te it, while tho roneh’ 


sptingzie waning, whieh they bal sirried under the 
wall, from the stk of Santa Monien, entered hy 


the opening, and the Spaniivds (his apn mex.’ 
portoddy Gaikeas in the rear were easily riven ont, | 


Ralbying fiw hours alter, Chey vieiily a(lenpled to 
retake the strate, nd the hesiegers Chen broke 
into Che neighbouring leuses, and at que prsh, 
renehed: the paint where the Quenatewestreet ained 
the Cassa; but the Spaniards renewed de coubat 
with stele a tiey, that the Preach were beaten 
oul al the houses ayaing mal Jostmere thaw twe 
lundeed meu. : 
Ou the side of Sia Enerieti in contest sill more 
severe took place ¢ (he hauses in the vieinity were 
blowup. yet Hue Spaniards fiayeht so obstinalely 
forthe ruins, that the Polish treops were searoely 
ble temke pood their lodgement -alfliantesh two 
successive and powerlel explosions had, with the 
Imiilelings, destroyed eimmber of) Che defenders, 
The experience of these attacks induced a elinge 
in the anade of fightine an both sides, Gin 
the play of the Prenelo imines had rednted the 
houses to ruins, leaving the soldiers exposed to the 
fire from the next Spanish posts; the enjrinecrs, 
therefore, diminished the quantity of powder, that 
the dnterior only might fall and the outward wills 
shurl, wid this method was fond saceesstil, Were. 
upon the Spaniards, with ready ingenftily, situefted 
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the timbers of the houses with rosin and pitch, sul ne 
setting fire to thost: whieh could aa donyer be main: aaa 
tained, interposed a barniny buries, whieh sdten nt : 
delayed the ussailants for two days wn bwin 
prevented them from pushinys their successes daring 
the confusion that iecessarily followed the igantiie 
of the mines. "The fighting was, however, teeecant ; 
a constant bombardment, the explaian af iimes, 
the erwh of falling buildings, chumerowus shouts, 
and the coutinied ceho af nuasquetey deaterted the 
ea, while volumes of smoke and dust clonediae the 
atmosphere, lowered continually over the heuls of 
the combatants, as hour by hour, the Preneh, with 
a terrible perseverance, pushed, forward their ap. 
proaches to the heart of the miserable but lorie 
city, 

Their efloris were chietly directed from twa 
points, aauely, Bi Mageaeit, whiel any te de: 
nominated Che deft ataek, mad Saint Agsastin, 
which coustituted the virlt attek., At San iu 
gracin they hiboured ona law perpendiontar to Che 
Cosso, from whieh they were only xeqanutel by. tee 
hige convent of the Duaghtas of devieatean, unl 
by the hospital for mindien, whieh was cutveucheed, 
nldhouel i ruius shee Che dies sieves thos line el! 
this attack was protected ou the lett hy the eonyent 








of the Capuchins, whiel) Lae Coste lint Jortitied tu 
wil comntomiaiialts of Che Spouitind:. ‘The 
altack™Trom the Auwustin wies more alitfieed, be: 
case the localities presented lees prominent teatives 
to determing the direction af the upprouchies, Tae 
the Broneh having: ieunted aonambher ad’ leche 
six-inch mortars, on peculian enrriases, drew treat 
fram streot too street, al house te diapas aes ae 
casion offered): oon the ather hand the Spatiark. + 
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continmly plied their enemies with hand proundes, 
whieh seen to have produced fe RIPPIN ip allie, 
In this qaammer the never-cousing: combat wos pro= 
lonped wadil the 7th af Pebriy, when the bes 
steers, by dink of ultemmue mines and assaults, lind 
worked their perilous wry wt either attack to the 
Cosso, yet not without several chimees of fortune and 
considerate loss; nud they were unnble to obtain a 
footing on that public walk, for the Spanidrds: stil] 
dixputid every house with indiminished vesolution, 
Mewuwhile, Lasnes lavitus caused trenches to be 
opened on the teft bank of the Ebro, played twenty 
puns neainst an isolated strackuve called the Convent 
of Jesus, whieh covered the right of the suburb 
lines on the 7th of Pebrnary this convent was 
curried by storm, with so little didienlty, that the. 
French, supposing the Spaniards to be panie 
stticken, entered the suburb itself) but were quickly 
driven back, they, however, nade pood their lodye- 
Ment in the eonyeut. 

On the town side the 8th, Deh, and Lor were 
Wasted’ by the besiewers in vain attempts ta pass 
the Cassa, ‘Phey Chen extended Ceie thurks 5 ta 
the right with a view te reneh the quay, aud se 
commect this attiek with that apuinst the suland ; 
to the deft to obtain possession of the laye and 
strongly built convent of St. Mrancisee, in whieh, 
aftersexploding an fmmense mine and mabey to 
asaiults they finally estubliahed themselyes, 

The th and (2th, wines, inthe dine of the risht 
altuck, were exploded tnder the university, urge 
building on the Spanish side of the Cosso, yet 
their play was tnsuilicient to open the wally, and 
the storming party was beaten, with the loss of tifty 
meu. Nevertheless, the hesiegers continuing teir 
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Inbours during the ath, (4th, 16th, 16th, wd 7th, 
passed the Cosse"hy menns of Irayerses, ced pres 
paved fresh mines under the university, yet die 
ferred their explosion until a simultaneous ettart 
could be combined on the side of the salah. Ad 
the Jeft attack also, ember af hoses, hare 
dering on the Cosse, betuye juinedd, tc buttery: wie 
established that raked that prewt thorauplitiae sbi 
ground, while under it six palleries were curried, 
and six imines loaded to explore at thet sam 
moment. 

But the spirit of the Preneh any was now vy: 
hausted, "Mhey had huboured oad foul without 
intermission for fifty dnys sy they had crumbled the 
walls with theiv bullets, hurst the convents with 
theie mines, and envvied the hreuehes with their 
bayonets j<cfiyhtings nbove and beneath Chie cartier 
of the earth, they lanl spied neither fire aor 
sword, their bravest mien wert felliigy in thee dy 
seurity of a subterranean wardines, finsiins pitecdost 
them, wud Zarayozn wie ofl uaeegnercd | 

“ Bolore this stews.” they exclaimed, ‘wie it 
ever known, that twenty thers mien sheautd 
besiege fifty thousand 7 Seureely ae tinethe al! the 
town is wen, and weaurreidrentdy eshinmdted We 
Must writ for veinloreements, or wee cladl all pureds 
among these cursed ruins whieh will brea say 
own ftétmbs, tafore we cia Taree the dat of theese 
fanaties from the hist ef theiv dens” 

Marshal Tastes, uoshaken by thea: amenars, 
and obstinite te conquer, enlivened fe vais the 
of the 
bestowed an tir exeoetlod their COWIE, thiat the Spur 
niards? strenpth would sean be exhitsted cant their 
courage sink, Chat the fierevtivs. ef theie aheferes 





soldiers’ hopes, Ele told thane that ee lees 
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meek was lvendy abuting sand that if contrary te expeetn 
tion they ahonkd mney the exuniple of Nunta, 


Pate 


Vetiuay, Hhede utter destruction nist qaickly be efteeted, hy 


the united evils of hinttle, pestilence, ime misery, 
Lis exhortations were sneeesstil, and on the uh 
af Evhroary, oll combinntions being completed, a 
aenoral ssult took place. 

The French at the right attack opened a purty. 
will by the explosion of a petard, mile a sudden 
rash Cheep same burning ruins, aud Chen cnrvied, 
Without meheck, the whole ishind of houses leading 
dawn to the quay, with the exception ol to 
buildings > the Spaniards were thus freed to 
harlon all the: oxteranl fortifieations between Saint 
Austin and the Mhve, whieh they had preserved 
until tit day. During this assnult the mines 
vnder the aniyersily coutuining: three thousand 
pomds of powder were sprang, and the walls 
fumbling with a terifie ernshy oa column of the 
hesievers entered the place, and after one repulse 
apenred lodgement. Meanwhile fifty pisces of 
actillory thauderesd pon the sulurb, ploughed up 
the brides aver the Ebro, aud hy midday opened 
a pructiongle hrewh in the great convent of Saint 
Fauiw, whieh wi the principal defiaes on that 
side. Lasnes, obxevving tit the Spaniards seemed 
tobe shaken hy this overwhelming fire, ordered an 
mmm therealse, and Saint Lazar being eurried forth 
with, the retreat to the lridge wna thus intercepted, 
wid the besieged filling: fute confusion, and their 
commmader, Baron Versige, being killed, were all 
destroyed or taken, with the exeeption af three 
hundred men, who, braving tle terrible fire to whieh 
they were exposed, got back inte the town, 
General Gazan immediately eccupied the abandoned 


fy 


PENINSULA WAK. 


works, and having thas cut ofl move thiat two thet 


smd men that were studioned on the Ebvo, above - 


the suburh, forced them alse to sarenmler, 
This importink sneeoss being followed on the 
19th, by nother fortandte atluek on the right biah 


of the bro, and hy the doevastating ex plesian of 


sixteen Inmdred pounds of peavder, the constiney 
of the besieved was at last shaken An sid-de 
camp of Palalos came forth ty denial vevteiy 
‘terms, before offered hy the mesial, adding therete, 
that the garrison should be allowed tao jpetn toe 


Spanish armies, uid that se eertitne nomber af 


covered curries should follow them. Lasnes te 
jected these proposals, and the fire continned, bint 
the hour of sarrender was came! Pifhy pte 
artillery on the deft bank of the Bbyo, tad) the 
houses on the quay in ruius. ‘The chnvel of One 
Lady of the Pillar, under whos especid protection 
— the ety was supposed: tu exist wiew nearly ethers 
by the bonthardinent, aml the sis radar ander thie 
Cosso londed with many thousid ponds! poweter, 
wore ready for a sinaltuncous esplosian, wheels 
would Dave Iida qpuarter of the renders lena 
in the dust. Un fine, war tinted done ite woah, caged 





the misery of Zara cold ue bungcer tae erator, 
The bombardinent whieh dod aever ceased tees 
the 10h of huniiry, biel foreed: thee peenen cud 
children te take refuge in the vende, with who 
the ety abounded > Chere the comdant condetiat 
of oil, the cheienes: of the atmesplare, sna seal 
diet, snd fear aid resthessaess ad” niad, dad eco 
bined to produ ae pestilence which sana prc toe 
the garrison, “The strange andl thee wes, the clovvinee 
“soldion and the shrinking elite, (ll belie it alike, 


an 


AG 
cnr. 
it 


thine 
Belang 


AG 


HOUR 
¥, 


PUL 


HISTORY GF CCH 


und stich wos thie stite of the atmosphere wl the 
pretlispusition to discuss, that thy slightest wound 


Felony, ea eRed i bevame inedrable In the begins 


ning af Bebenary the daily deaths were fram four 
to dive: Iamered | the Hiving’ were unable te bury 
Hie dew); aud Chousinds of enreuses, seattered about 
the strerts and court-ynrds, or piled in heaps at the 
deo af (he elaiehes, were left to dissolve dn thet 
aye corruption, ar te be Heked ap by the thunes 
of the Inirninge houses as the defence beeame con 
tracted. The saburh, the prentest part of the walls 
ned omedourth af the houses were in the hands of 
the Preneh sixtesn thonsmul shells thrown during 
the hondrdiment, and the explosion al fortyefivg 
Hhousuid pounds of powder in the mines had 
shaken the city to its foundations, aud the bones 


vavaltonn Of nore thin furty thous persens of every ie 


Uagadat, 
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wad sex, bore dreadtal testimony to the constaney 
of the besieged. 

Piditox was sick, and of the pleheiin ohiets, dhe 
ere of St Glo the lemonnde seller of dhe Cosso, 
wel the ‘Ties, donee, and Maurin, having boon slain 
in batthy ar swept away hy the pestilenes, the 
ulidurate vighaiee af the reqmninings leaders: was so 
abuted, that fresh jan was formed, and atten a 
stormy consultation, the anmaferity being: far a sie 
reader, we tleputation waited upon Marshal Lasnes 
om the 20th of Bebraary, to neyatinte a enpitula. 
tion. They proposed that the yurrison should march 
ont with the honours of war; that the peasnntry 
should not be considered as prisoners; and at the 
partioulay request of the clergy, they also commanded 
that the Tutter showld have their full revennes 
guaranteed to them, and punetually paid. This last * 

tr 
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article was rejected with indignation, and, nerord « 
ing: to the Pronchaweiters, Ue place surrendered: at: 
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discretion; but dhe Spanish writees iesiert, that tytn 


Lasnes granted certain terms, drawa up hy ee 
deputation at the moment, Che name of Perdinund 
the 7th being purposely omitted: in Chee ineitramient, 
which i subshines rate thus: 

The guevison tocmrch out with thee tees eal! 
wary to be constituted prisoners, aud naeched: ts 
“Trance; the officers to retain their swords, Gnageaes, 
and horses; the mon thei kimpsaehey prrvseis off 
either class, wishing to serve: Joseph tes be inane 
diately onrolled in bis ranks; thee pests to bee 
sent to their homes: property sail religien ta he 
guarnnteed, 

With this taderstanding: tha depattes reduviel te 
tho city, where fresh commations had arisen divine 
their absence, ‘The party far peatrineting thes cle 
fence, althongte thee deust numerous, were the aed 
energetic j thoy had before seized all thar disebs on 
the bre, fearing that Palate and other, cf) yw hein 
they entertained stipieions, well erilenvesi ts 
quit the town g and they were still ca enacting 
and se powerfi, that thas depution nat vhariies ter pers 
through the streets, retired outsishe thee wadbio te 
the cast: af Aljuttrit, ant froma thasaew seat aeties 
to the jrntiiol thei proceedings, The disceaticnt 
party wouldl, however, hive fallen apo the thers 
the next day, if tas jumte lied not taker peony 
moastes Co cuforee: thee surrenders the edlierr in 
comm of the wills nis thee crathe, hy their 
orders, gaye np his post to the Preach shocies the 
night, und ou the 21at ot Pebruary, from tyedve te 


fifteen thousand sickly hednges, hei down those sens 
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Which they were searcely able fe handle, mud this 
crue) nad meavorable sieve was thyinhod. 

Onsnieartons 2 When the ather events al 
thi: Spanish war shad] he lost in the obscurity of 
Time, or only treed by disconnected fragments, dhe 
story of Zouiureza, dike somecicient (riampliad pillar 
shundinyy amidst reins, will tell ate af past glory, 
web wlrendy men point tothe beroie city, and eal) 
her Spotting ws UP her spirit, were common to the 
Whole mitton ; yel ik wis nol se, moe was the de. 
fonee of Znruoza ilsell the elect of mnalloyed 
Virtae, Twas net padriotisim, ner was it courage, 
nor skill, nee fortitude, nor ie systea: of terror, brit 
wl these combined vader” peculiar cirenustinces, 
Hat upheld the delice; and this combineion, aud 
how it owas broweht about, should be well con 
sidered | tar ih is uetose mich by eateliup atthe 
leads resersblineess az by stidying the cilorences 
of erent allades, that the exploits af one age can be 
made to serve as models for auather. 

2 The defence of Zarnyoat may be examined 
uniter twe points of yiew ; asi isolited event, and 
wen transtetion bearing on the penoratl atte in 
the Penida, With vespeet to the latter, ih was 
nmanitest prof, that neither the Bpanish peaple, 
hor the government, partook of the Zarngeain 
energy. Lt would be absurd te suppose thet, i 
the midst af eleven iniiiious of people auinited hy 
an udent enthusiasm, fifty thousand amicd men 
could for two months be hesiewed, shut in, de 
atrayed, they wid their works, houses. and boiies, 
mingled in one terrible rnin, by less than thirty. 
five thonamul adversarios, without one effort, being 
made te save them! Deprive the transnetion of." 


t 
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its davaling colours, and the outline coe te 
this: Thirty-live thousmad Frenel, in the nsidst 
of insurrections, did, in despite of a condition of 
chreumstanees peculiarly favorable te the defines, 
reduce fifty thousimd of the bravest aad ied 
energetic men in Spuiu. Tis trae, the hitter 
suffered nobly; bat was their example initiated ¢ 
Gerona, tudecd, aldough less celebrated, rivallet, 
and perhaps more Chan vividled, thee glory af! Zsaw 
PON elsewhere her fite spoke, not trumpet 
tongned to aronse, but with no wailingy vais, that 
carried dismay to the heart of the nation, 

Bde As an isolated Cauustetion, theesierse of Zit 
rogoat is very renntrkuble, yet it would beeie peed 
Fervor fo suppose, thet may town, Che indaibitants ot! 
‘whieh were equally resolute, aight leas well ule 
fended, Fortine and) bravery will daniel, tat 
the combinations of'seienee jae tat to teetbetiod with 
impunity. ‘Phore are ne tuivartes inewier! 10 tla 
houses of ZAunyroza bid uot been nenrly tear 
tiblo, the bombardiaent sone weld have eased 
the bosioped to survensler, ar te pevish with their 
flaming: city. 

4the That the alvintigges offered hy the pueatiar 
stenetire oF Che houses, mad theamaber el eaneents 
and churebes, were ably seized ly thie Spores, 








is beyond doubt. Cteneral Rezniat, Laciste's san 

cessor, treats his apparent,’ shill in fortitivation 
with contempt; but celonel Sin Genie tueats jee 
not to be jude ally thee tinlty: construction ata few 
outeworks, Oba nie when hee wis sider tlie conteel 
of a clisorderly and feraciows mols fe ktien dew to 
adapt his system of defence ta the etrenustases ut! 
‘the moment, and ae strony pried of real evant 
can He given. Do not consult ine alent se haga 
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titation,” was his commen expression, J shall 


someeey be of opinion that: Aaragossycant make no fir. 


ther defence” Yot uvither the tents of Sian Cenis, 
vey fhe eaustruction of the houses, would have 
wviiled, iP the peuple witht had net been of a 
Fermper adequnde: dn thse acension sand to tice the 
passions by whieh they were tninuted to their tne 
miuises isa proper sthject for bistorieal aud military 
vesenreh, "Phat they did nol possess any superior 
courte is evident Cram the faets 5 che besieged, 
ulthomesh Gvies: the niamber of the besiewers, never 
mule any serious impression by their sallies, and 
they were timable to defend the lirenehes. La lunge 
nutses, the shodiavd al cauree whieh is estub« 
lishil by ciseipling, may be often inlerion to that 
produced by fumticism or any other peculiar ex. 
eltemtent ¢ bit the hatter never lasts long, neither is it 
eqtaeble, becuse inén we of different susceptibility, 
folowing their physieal and mental conformation; 
hence it system af Cerroe has always been the res 
amuree af thost fenders who, heing engaged in great 
undertakings, were sandile ta recur to diseipling, 
Enthiusinan stalked in front of their ids, but 
Janishment bronght wp the rear, and Zaragoze was 
ne exception to this practicn, 

Gthee-Ttamny be soid that the majority of the bee 
sieped, vot being animated by any peculiar fury, 
uw system of terror could not he carried to uny great 
length; aclose exuuinadion explains this seeming 
mystery, "The defenders were composed of three 
distinet parties, -the regu troops, the peasantry 
from. the country, and the citizens; the citizens, 
who had most to lose, were naturally’ the fiercest, 
and, accordingly, amongst them, the system of 
terror was generated. The peasantry followed the 
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example, as wll ignerint en, under ne regatar en 


trol, will do. ‘Thevsolciors modelled but lithe in the» 


interior arrangements, ind the clivisieae af the town 
into ishinds of pusts rendered it perfectly feasible 
for violent persons, ulreuly possessed! of! wartliaritys 
to follow the bent of their inelinntions : there was 
no wnt of men, and the purvison of each bhond 


found it their awn diterest to keep Chase tn tran al 


them to theiy posts, That the thager tight be the 
‘Tonger staved off fron themselves, 

Gthe-Palulax was only (he nomial chie! af Zic 
vagort, the laurels wuthered in both sieges should 
adorn plebeinn brews, but these honels dripypoal 
with Kindred aswell as foreigae Ilo, Thos ener ys 
of the real chiefs, and the enue tn whieh that 
energy was exerted, may be udimivedd; dae stebs por 
petrated were, dt themselves, atracions, aed 
Palafox, although onalde do turrest iede savage 
proceedings, cau clita bit litte eredit fer bis sawn 
condvet, Mor mere than a month preceilime the 
starender, hecnever ene forth ed on vicaltedd bald 
ing, whieh was impervious te slells, snd ia whieh, 
thera ix too tel rein do ledicwe, Uhaet fir sad 
others, of both sexes, divest in stute at! sennality, 
forming 0 disgusting: contrat tu the wretelastiness 
that surrounded them, 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE THEN CUE CUtEIA EEE, 
I. Before the wevival af niirshidl Lanes, oes 
operations were conducted with little visaur ‘Phe 
want of unity, tix te tine, io the dendelee attack off 
‘the Monte Torrery aud the: satlurh, wae a thasrvaat 
savor, which was net redeemed ley suey stiles vent 
activity; after the srvivid at’ that nuidiel, the 
siege’ was puraned with sith intrepility sal 
t ca 
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firmness sand although Conert Rognint appeny 


ote disapprove af Suelets division having been 


sentite Culutuynaid, if seems to due been a judis 
claus measure, tasmiuel ud if wast teeessnryyes 
1 Te pratect the Tine af currespandeuce with 
Marhid 2. Po have a corps at: hind, lest the 
duke of dnfhatade shonkt quit, Crengn, ant throw 
Vinsell! inte the Gundaloxiine distriel, a movement 
that would dite becn extremely enilirrassing to the 
king, Suehet's division, while at Calatayud, fle 
filled these objects, without losing the power af 
stecaucing ‘Tridel, ar al intereepling: te duke of 
Lifiontinds Gf lie attemptest da raise Chie sieve of 
Znragomn; but, when the Spanish army at Coenen 
woe direeted to Ueles, ame that the mirquis of 
Lazu wes gutherings stroneth oon the lett Dank 
ol the Ebro, it was undoubtedly proper to recal 
Suchet. ‘ 

Wheeltuny nat he tisplaccd here lo paint out 
the ervon of biftatads's operations, Uy instead af 
bringing ona battle with the first eorps, he had 
mirched to the hero, established his depéta und 
plaves nema at Mequinenza mul Levida,  apened 
ncommuienion with Murein, Valeneia, aid Cate 
lonin, and joined the mus af Laaun's troops to 
lis owns he night have formed an entrenched 
camp tr the Siow de Alcubierre, and fran thence 
hove carvied on aw niethodiond war with, at lest, 
twenty-five thonsand vepular troops. The insures 
tions on the Freneh flanks and dine of communi- 
ention with Pampeluna would then have become 
formidable, and, in this situation, having the for 
trosses of Catolonia behind him, with activity and 
prudence he might have raised the siege, ‘ 

8'—-Erom a review of all the: cireunsttiees 
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attending the siege of Zaragoza, we may concede 


that forte was extremely favorable to the Frenchie © 


They were h mLVe, Perse veri wad skitfil mal they 
did not Jose ahove four thensand men, had their 
stecess purthy resulting frame the errors of their ape 
ponents, was principally due to the destrnetion 
enused by the pestilence within the town; fur, uf 
all that multiQude snid to have fidlen, sis these 
Spaniards only were sled in battles ane abthomsh 
thirteen convents amd churches dud been taken; 
yet, when the fown surrendered, forty renuited te 
be forced } 

Such were the principal ciremustimees af’ Chis 
memorable sigve.  Eoshall now relate: dhe conten 
porary operntions in Catulonis. 
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CHAPTER LV, 
OPEIOATIONS EN OMTALONTA, 


tit Frowill be remembered, that when Chi second 

col Cleronn was ruised, ia Aageust, PSO8, gene 
ral Dihesas returned to Biveelona, ail general 
Rell te Fieneras, utter whieh, the shite of aflaie 
chtized thase pronerals ty ceautin an the deteusive, 
Napoleon's measures ta nid them were as prompt ay 

e the occasion required stor while the siege af Ceram 
wis yet in progress, he had fireeted tronps fo nssems | 
Dle at Perpignan in snelummbers, as to form with 
those alvency: in Chatwlonis, an ieiiy: af asore chia’ 
forty thousand men, to be ented dhe 7ede corps," 

Feeome und ta he canmuded by yrenerul Gawvion St. Cyr, 

Operations to whom he puve this short hut euphutie order: 
© Preserve Barectana fir mes Uf that place be lost, 
f£ cannot retake if with SOOO0 mea” 

The troops assembled at Perpieiine were, the 
greatest pant, tow levies | Neupotituas, Mtruxcuts, 
Roms, and Swiss, mised, however, with some ald 
regiments ¢ bat us the preparations for the guand | 
anny umder the emperor nbsorbed the prin 
cipul attention of the adninistration in Prence, 
general St. Cyr was straiehtenddy fi the means 
necesstry to tuke the field, and his undisciplined 
troops, sulering severe privations, were depressed 
in spit, and inclined to desert. On the dst, 

e of November, Napoleon, who was ut Bayonne, 
sent orders to the "7A corps" to commence 





UN, 





VENENSULAG WAT. ine 


operations ; St. Cyr therdtore, put his divi- als 
sions ino motion gn the Sd, and crossinp: the fron. ae 
tier, established lis head-quiurters at Figneras on New. 
the 5th. 
Meuiwhilein Catalonia, usin ether purts of Spin, 

lethargic vanity, and abuses of the most fatal kind, 
“bad sneceeded the first enthusiasm ond withered Che 
energy of the people. The doen) junta liad, iidecd, 
issued abundance of decrees, and despateledl agents 
to the supreme juala, and to the Mnylish communders 
in the Mediterranea and Portugal, all elared with 
the same instructions, mintely, a dean ants, ai 
munition, and money, wid although the central pate 
treated their denuuuds with contempt, the Brylish 
muithorities answered theat pronerousty and freely. 
Lord Collingswood lent dhe easistinee of his leet; froin 
Multa and Sicily arms were obtained, woul sir Tew 

~ Dalrymple having completely tudppedt the Spanish 
regiments released hy the convention of” Cintra, 
desprtehed then to Catilonin in British trospurts, 
Yor it mnmy be doubted if the eondiet of the emitnd 
junta were nol the wisest, for the toe) peverninent 
established we Therayonn lad adrendy heemne so 
neglected, or se cormipt, tat the dats thus stzpe ton 
plied were, dnstend of bein used in detvner of hee nt, 
country, sold fo foreign neerehints! Such beings dhe" 
politieal state of Cutulonin, oo rothurally faliowed 

“that the militury altirs should be ill eoudueted, 
The count of Galdageues, alter huvitey relieved Ces 

rona, retimned by lostalvich, and resumed tha dine af 

the Llohrogat ; fifteen Iiuidrel men, drivin fram the tata 

gutrison of Carthawenn, reveled ‘Taswenta, and 

the marquis of Palteias, accompauied by the jan, 

quitted the hitter fawn, and fixed his quirters uf 

Villa Franca, within Lwenty niiles of Caldagenes, ad 
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the bether thea disposed fis toups, five: thousand in 
uutiber, va dilterent: paints het keen Martorel and 
San Bay, caverta a dine of eighteen aniles, along 
thee felt Iaik af’ the river. 

Meanwhile Dohesne whit resteal bt a fiw days, 
naeched in the aight fram Baeeelare with sis: thou 
sid men, ad hieving arrived thi 2d of September 
at clay-heek an the Blobrepat, attacked Caldi 
ues’ tine an seyern) points, but principally at San 
Ray ail Molino del Rey. ‘Pho farmer past wis 
carricd, aud Che Spaniards were pursued to Vegas, 
widistosme: of seven or eight miles, bat at Molino 
dol Rey dhe French were repulsed. and Dithesme 
then refarned to Bareelonn, 

Ito was the inteation of the British ministers, that 
minusilinry foree shold have sailed from Sicily 
uhout this poviad, ta aid tle: Catalans, and donbt 
tess it would have been a wise and timely effort, 
tut Napoleau's fovesivht prevented the execution, 
He directed) Murat) to menace Sicily, und that 
prince, feining to calle’ forces an the coast of 
Culabria, spread many reports of aenmunents being 
i preparation, while. ue a prelimipury mesure, 
general Laumaqie eaeried the island of Copies 
fy sty Tindson Lawe first boone fnewn to 
histavy, hy Josing, ina fiw days, a past that, withont 
any protansions to celebrity, might have been de. 
fended for asomany yeurs,  Maurat's demonstrations 
sufficed to impose npon sit John Stimrt, amd from ten 
to twelve thousand British troops were tins paralysed 
nt amost evitieal period ; and sueh will abways he 
the result af a poliey whieh hus ua fixed, deduite 
object in view. When statesmen cannat see their 
awn way clewly, the executive officers will seldom 
acl with vigour, * : 
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Diving September the Sprasish army daily tae 


creased, the tercioytol Mipucletes were nuganenteds 


and wv ovegiment af hussirs, (ast tad heen iat 
absurdly kept tu Majeren ever osiee the he 
ginning of the insurrection, wwrived at "Parayran, 
Palacios however vountined at Ville Rranen, Chel 





bues contimied to euird the Llohverat, and Martone 
Alvarez commanded the adauteed guird, composed 


of the garrisons of Gerona and Rosas, the corps al 


Juan Chives, andcother partizan ehiets,  Mennteisee 
Miluns and Milnns de Bosch, with six thousand 
Migueletos, kept the mountains, nortliward ane) east 
ward of Barcelonns the latter lemmating in the 


Trench right, tla: former covering (he district off 


Til Vallés, and watching, tike a bird at prey, the 
enemy's foragers in’ the plain of Buaveclana, The 
little part af Milieu de Quixols, uewr Vrlamos Hity, 
was filled with privateers, and the Bnectish frigates 
of the const, besides iding: the Spanish eaters 
prizes, crvvied ona littoral wartiee in the ull at’ 
Lyons with great spirit nid steeess, Many petty 
skirmishes lapped between the Migueletes and 
the Prenehy batan the (0th af Qetober, Ditheesaiue 
alacked Miluns dle Bosch at St. Gerouy beyond the 
Besos, and completely dispersed his corps, amd the 
(th, sent colonel Devaux, with two theesnnd 
men, against CGranollers, whieh the Spaniards de- 
sented, wlthougl it was teiy ehiet depot. Drevin 
haying captured and destroyed a considerable 
quantity: of stares refined the P2th ta Mallet, 
where a colume of equal stremetle wies stationed i 
support, mid then oecupiedt the pass of Mon 
vouda, while penerul Millossewitz proceeded with 
the second column to forage El Valles. Menowhile, 
Caldapues thawing Comether three Howat bifiatey, 
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Book two squadrons of cavalry, and six iui marehed 
a by the buck of the hills towards Monenda, hoping 
onto to dtitereept the French on theiy return to Raveclonn, 
thus Millossewit, and le met unexpectedly at 
fafuitle San Culyat. Ta the confused aelion whieh ensned 
de Gawor the French were beaten, mud retrented nerass the. 
mountains to Barcelona, while Culdiurnes, justly 
vacate proud of his soldier-like movement, returned to his 
: camp on the Llobregat. 

The @8th of October, Palacios wes orderett to take 
the command of the levies then collecting in the 
Sierra Morena, and general Vives succeedeat him ty 
Catalonia. The army wes now reiuforced with more 
infantry from Majorca; the Spanish Groops, releuxed 
by the convention of Cintra, arrived at Villa 
Franca; seven or eight thousand Crenndinn levies 
were brought up to Taragona by general Reding, 
and, at the same time, six thousind men chriatied 
from the army of Arrayon, renehed Lerida, under 
the command of the marquis of Lazu. Che whale 
were organized in six divisions: the troops in the 
Ampurdan forming one, and including the purrisons 
of Hostalrich, Gerona, and Rosas, this amay of the 
right, as it was called, umounted to thirtyesix thous 
sand men, of which twenty-two dhousnnd (oat and 
twelve hundred horse were nen Bareclonn or in 
march for it, 

Vives seeing himselt at the heud of such i power 
and in possession of all the hills and vivers sur 
rounding Barcelona, resolved to storm tht city, 
and all things seemed to favour the uttempt. ‘The 
inhabitants were ready to rise, a battalion of the 
Walloon guards who had been sufeyed to remain in, 
the city in a species of neutrality plotted to seize one 
of the gates, and the French were xo unteasy "that 
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Duhesme actualy resolved to abaudon the town and Be 
. o A ‘ . . 

confine his defence to the citadel and) Moutjonik 5 -- 

vresolution from whieh le was only diverted by the: gctubu. 


remonstanees af the ehiel engineer Latnille, dn 
this stute of allairs, Vives transferring his quuters 


to Martorel, directed n general ntuekeon the French 


outposts, but he was repulsed at every point, aad re- 
tommed to the mountaiiys the Walloon words were 
then disarmed, the inhabituats awed, and the defonees 
of the town increased, From that period to the 
raising oof the bloekude the warfare of the 
Spanish general was contemptible, although dis- 
putes ainongst his iulversaries had arisen to such 
avheipht, that Durhesme was advised to send Leechi 
v prisoner to France, 

Gatrlonia was now a prey to inmtunerable disorders, 
Vives, wowenk, indolent min, had been the friend 
of Godoy, and was net poptlars he taut, when 
commanding in’ the ishids, retained the troaps 
in tame with sueh tenneity as to evento doubts 
of his atneliment fo the cause, yet the supreme 
junta while privately expressing their suspicions, 
and requesting lord Collingwood to tures him tot 
wn avownl of his trae xentimonts, wrote publicly 
to Vives in the most datteving terms, and, finally, 
appointed him capbingeneral ef Catilonin By 
the people, however, le ind others were vehemently 
suspeeted, and, as the mob governed: throughout 
Spain, the authorities, civil and militury, were more 
careful fo avoid eivings offtnes to the moltituede, 
than anxious to imolest the enemy, und henee al 
though Catulonin was fill of strom pltees, Chey 


a were neither iwmed nor provisioned, for all persous 


were confident that the Preach only thought of 
retreating. 
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Such was the state of the provinces and af the 


is the northern parts of Spain, ordered SO Cyr to 


Muster 


rolls of the 


Brench 


army, 
M&S, 


commence operations, Elis force (inchulingy wv Gor. 
man division of six thousand men, not yet wrived 
at Perpignan) amounted to more than thirty tion. 
sand men; ill-composed, however, and duly pro- 
vided, and St. Cyr himself was extremely discon. 


% Or. tented with his situation, The Emperor had piven 


hin diseretionary powers to eet as he judged fitting,’ 
only bearing in mind the importance of relieving 

Bareclona, but marshal Berthier negleeted the 

equipment of the troops, and Duhesme declared 

that his magazines would not hold out longer than 

December. To march directly to Barcelo was 

neither an casy nor an advantageous movement, 

That city could ouly be provisioned from Franca, 

and, until the road’was cleared by the taking’ of 

Gerona and Hostalrich, no conyoys could puss except 

hy sea, To attack those places with prudence, it 

was essential to got possession of Rosas; not only 

to secure an jutermediate port for French vessels 

passing with supplies to Buareelona. but to deprive 

the English of a secure harbour, aut the Spantiurds 

of a point from whence they could, in concert with 

their allies, intereept the eonmunicatious of the 

Freneh army and even blockade Figueras, which, 

from the want of transport, could not be provisioned 

at this period. These considerations having deters 

mined St. Cyr to commence by the siege of Rosas, 

he repaired to Figueras, in person, the Gul of Novem. 

ber, and, on the 7th, general Reille heing chirged 

to conduct the operation, alter a sharp action, drove , 
in the Spaniards before tue place and completed , 
the investment, 
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slkGk OF WOSAS, 


This town was hut a narrow slip of houses built 


qlong the water's edge, al (he lead of the gull of 


the same nume. ‘The citadel, a dares irregulur 
pentagon, stood on one side, aud, on the other, 
the mowntains that skirt the flat und swatlupy 
plain of the Ampurdan, rose, bhi! and roeky, 
at the distunes of half a mile. An old yedouhe 
wos built at the foot of the hills, and, trem 
thenes to the citadel, an entrenchment had been 
drawn to cover Chie houses, hence, Rosas, looking: 
towards the lund, had the eitidlel on the left hand, 
the mountains on the right, anc the front covered 
hy this entrenchment, ‘Che roidstead perntitted 
ships of the Tine to anchor within camioneshot of 
the place, and on the right hind, coming up the 
pull, stor fort, endled the ‘Prinity, evawned a 
raged Wil about a ode and a quacter distiat from 
the citadel: the eommiamisution between it and the 
down being by aw narrow raul carried between the 
foot af the taouutiain al the water's ede, 

The youvison of Rosas consisted of nearly theee 
thousmul men; (ve hombevessels, and an English 
severty-four (the seellent), were aichoved off dhe 
town, and captain Weal, the commodore, reinforced 
the garrisons af the "Prinity and the citadel with 
Tonrines did senmen from these vessels hat the: 
damages sustiiued iw former siege had heen only 
partially vepaired ; both places were ill-found in 
puns nud stores, wd the "Pritity wis commanded 
at the distamee of pistaleshot from a point af the 


mountains culled the Pui Rom, 
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noox Such was the state of the province and of the 
—— armies, when Napoleon, being fendy to break into 
Now the northern parts of Spain, ordered St, Cyr to 
commence operations. lis force (including a Ger- 
man division of six thousand men, not yet arived 
Muster at Perpignan) amounted to more than thirty thou- 
Baa’ sand men; ill-composed, however, and badly pro- 
mag’ vided, and St. Cyr himself was extremely discon- 
% Or. tented with his situation, The Emperor had given 
him discretionary powers to act as he judged fitting,’ 
only bearing in mind the importance of relieving 
Barcelona, but marshal Berthier neglected the 
equipment of the troops, and Duhesme declared 
that his magazines would not hold out longer than 
December. To march directly to Bareclona was 
neither an easy nor an adyantagcous movement, 
That city could only be provisioned from Trance, 
and, until the road’was cleared by the taking of 
Gerona and-Hostalrich, no convoys could pass except 
by sea. To attack those places with prudence, it 
was essential to get possession of Rosas; not only 
to secure an intermediate port for French vessels 
passing with supplies to Barcelona, but to deprive 
the English of a secure harbour, and the Spaniards 
of a point from whence they could, in concert with 
their allies, intercept the communications of the 
French army and even blockade Figueras, which, 
from the want of transport, could not he provisioned 
at this period. These considerations having deter-, 
mined St. Cyr to commence by the siege of Rosas, 
he repaired to Figueras, in person, the 6th of Novem- 
_ ber, and, on the 7th, general Reille being charged 
to conduct the operation, after a sharp action, drove , 
in the Spaniards before that place and completed 


e. e 


the investment. 
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‘ 
sikuk OF Wosan. 


This town was bit ave slip ol” hoses: built 


along the water's erie, at the bead of the geal’ af” 


the sane nue. The eitudel, dare dereggular 
pentagon, stom on ane side, ad, on the other, 
the mountains Cliat skirt the fat ad swaapy 
plain of the Anmpurdia, rose, thal and rocky, 
vat the distaunen of half a mile. An old redouhe 
wes built at the foot of the Wills, aud, trom 


thence to the cihudel, an entrenelanendt: fiat been 





hheuee, Ress, looky 





drawn to caver the hanes 
towards the lanl, lied the eitidel ou the left hand, 
the mountains on the: right, aad Che trent covered 
by. this entrenchment, "Phe roadstead portaitted 
ships of the line to amehor withit eaumeneshot of 
the place, nud on Ute right hand, comings ape the 
gull, a shir fort, called the “Trinity, crawned a 
ragyed Lill whout a mnijle sd quirter distint (rem 
the citulel ; Uhe communication between ita the 
town being by a tarrew read carried between the 
foot of Che duounticine sak te woeter'’s cede, 

The worison of Rosie condeted of nearly three 
dhoustud men: Owe bombevesieds al aa | 
seventyelon (he Mxcelleat), were anehored off the 
town, wud enplain Wot, the conuiodore, reitorced 
the garrisons of the ‘Prinity: and the citadel with 
marines hd semuen rare these vewieds bat the 





danniges sustitted) tna firmer sieve hid been only 
partinlly yepaiced ; both phtecs were itltfoused in 
guns nud stoves, ail thes ‘Trinity wes eoamuueledd 
althe distines of pistulbshat from a poiut af the 


mountains culled the Puize Ror. 
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The force under Reille, consisting of his own 
and Pino’s Italian division, skizmished daily with 
the garrison; but the rain flooded the Ampurdan, 
the roads became impussable for the artillery, and 
the opening of the trenches was delayed, Mean- 
while Souham’s division took post between the 
Fluvia and Figueras, to cover the siege on the side 
of Gerona, and general Chabot's Ttalian brigade 
was sent to Rabos and Espollas, to keep down the 
Somatencs. Before Chabot’s arrival, Reille had: 
detached a battalion to that side, and being uneasy 
for its safety sent three more to its assistance, 
but too late, for two companics had been cut al! by 
the Somatencs This loss however proved bene- 
ficial, it enraged the Italians and checked a dispo- 
sition to desert; and St. Cyr, unwilling to pursue 
the system of burning villages and yet desirous to 
repress the insidiovs hostility of tho peasnnts, 
seized, in veprizal for the loss of his companies, 
an equal number of villagers, whom he sent to 
France. 

At Rosas the inhabitants embarked ov took refuge 
in the citadel, leaving the houses and the eutrench- 
ment covering them, to the Frenelt; the latter were 
however prevented by the fire of the Mnglish 
ships from making any permanent lodgement, and 
in a few days, a mixed detachment of soldiers and 
townsmen re-established a post there. his done, 
on the Sth captain West, in coujunetion’ with the 
governor, made a sally bute was repulsed, and on 
the Oth several yards of the citadel’s ramparts 
erumbled away. Fortunately the enemy did not 
perceive the aceident which was repaired in the 
night, and on the 165th an obstinate assault made 
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m the Trinity wos repulsed, Che Kogtish senmen Cia. 


pouring! 2 principal’shire in the stieeoss, 

The 1th the roads beemme paosable, and the 
Yench battering-Gain wus pul inmotion ‘The 
yay leading up to the Puig? Rom was repaived, 
wo battulions were posted Chere, on the point com- 
aavding the Trinity, md oon the Lod three grins 
yore mounted, ‘Phe trenches were then opened wt 
he distence of four hiadred yards front the citndel, 
nd the 20th the fire of the French mortars obliged 
he vessols of war to anchor beyond the mime of 
he shells, 

During this Gime, Souhwne was larassed hy the 
Aigueletes from Che side of Garant and the Preneh 
avalry, wnable to find: farage, were sent back to 
hanes. Napoleon, meanwhile rendered uneasy by 
ho reports of yeneral Didhesme, directed the seventh 


Lett. 
Nov. 


orps to ndyanee lo Bareelom, seas te nerive there se eye 


y the 26th of November, yet Sto Cyr refused to 
bordon the siege af Rosas withet a inore positive 
rdor, On the other stele the ssistinee itlorcdetl te Chee 
osieged hy captain West wis reprosented te the 
Fatulonin geverninent as necatlenpl to possess hin 
alf of the place, and the justia reudlily believing the 
Ue, entered into tae mysey correspondence with 
on Pedro O'Daly, Che provernar, velutive: too the 
apposed treachery, yet took nu memes to raise 
he sieges Poulin the correspondence, however, 
he Excellent sailed (rom Rosana, and was sneceeded 
y the Fame, captuin Benet, whe immedintely 
vided some men wider the ‘Trinity, and endo 
oured, but ineflectunlly, te inke the battery ep. 
coved lo that fort, 


The 27th the besiegers assaulted: the Spaniards, 
+ 


at 
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BOOK who had entrenched themsclyes ih the deserted 
——houses of the town; a hundréd and sixty wore 
Non taken, fifty escaped into the citadel, and the rest were 
slain. Breaching batteries were then conmenced 
among the ruins of the houses, and the communt- 

cation with the shipping rendered so wusafo, that 
Lazan, who had come from Lerida to Gerona with 

Doyle's six thousand men, and had collected provisions and 
Rerer™ stoves at the mouth of the Finvia, with the inten. 
. M88. tion of supplying Rosas by sea, abandoned his design. 
Reille observing the dilapidated state of the 

citadel now sent another summons, but the governor 

was firm, and meanwhile as the engineers reported 

the breach in the Trinity to he practicable, an assault 

there was ordered for the 30th of November. An 
Italian officer, who had formerly served in the fort, 

being appointed to lead the storming parly, asserted 

that the breach was ‘a false one; his remonstrance 

was unheeded, and indeed the Spanish commandant 
thought the post so untenable, that two days be 

fore, the marines of the Fame had heen withdvawn 

by captain Bennet. But at this moment Jord 

Cochrane, a man of infinite talent in his profession, 

and of surpassing courage and enterprise, threw 

himself with eighty sewmen into the fort. He found 

the breach really practicable, yet broken into un 

old gallery, which he immediately filled with euth 

and hammocks, and so ent off the opening; hence 

the unfortunate Italian could do nothing, and fell 

with all his followers, except two who escaped to 

their own side, and two, who being sparcd hy the 

seamen, were drawn up with ropes, A. seeond 

assault, made a lew days alter, was likewise re- 
pulsed, 3 
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While this passed nt the Prinity, the breachins nie 


batteries opened ityaitisd the vitudel, and a thse 
atlack aves eaunneinvell onthe opposite silo; the 
next night the gurrison niule a oadily with sone 
success, but the walls were completely broken by 
the French fire, auc the Gth at Deeetuher O'Daly, 
hopeless of relic! surrendered) with twe tions 
send fou hvudred men: lard Coclunne then 
abandoned the ‘Trinity, first blowin up the magi 
ailie. 

St, Cyr observes that the parrison of Rosas might 
have been easily euvvied aff at night, by dhe British 
shipping To omburk two thausiwad five Inmidved 
men, in the boats of two ships, tou) under a heavy 
fire, whether hy night or days is not a easy ope. 
ration, yet fhe constive seems well founded, because 
sufficient preparation: wight have bear previously 
made, Nov enn the define of che plaice (with thes 
exception of ford Cochrime’s exploit) he deemed 
brilliant, whether with relation to thé importiace 
af the place, the wesistunes Uiet might tiwe been 
rendered from the sen, or the amuber of the gsavisent 
compared with that af the besiexers, Tt held aut, 
rowever, thirty duys, and, if that tine had been well 
amplayed hy the Spraniuds outside, the toss af the 
yurison would have heen maply repaid; but Vives, 
wholly ocenpied with Uurecloni, was indifferent 10 
he fate of Rosas; a fraitless uttiek on Soulaue’s 
rosts, hy Mariuns Alvate, was the only ellurt niule 
ointerrupt the siege, ar to impede the firther proe- 
gress of the enemy: Lagan, ulthowel wt the end 
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if six oF seven thousand mon, contd iet rely upenn Tle 


nore than three thonsind, aud his applications toh 


Vives, for a reinforcement were unhevded, 
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The fall of Rosas enabled St Cyr to muvel to 
the relief of Barcelona, and hie fesolved to do sa, 
although the project, at first sight, appeared mther 
ingane than hardy ; for the roads, by which Gerona 
and Hostalrich were to be turned, being mere patha 
impervious to ‘carriages, no arlillery, and little am- 
munition, could be curied, and the country was 
full of strong positions, The Germans hid not yet’ 
arrived at Perpignan, it was indispensable to 
leave Reille in the Ampurdan, to protect Rosas 
and Figueras, and theac deductions heing made, lesa 
than eightecn thousand men, inclnding the cavalry, 
which ‘had been recalled from Trance, reniatued 
disposable for the operation: but, on the Spanish 
side, Reding having come up, there were twenty. 
five thousand men in the camp before Barcelonn, 
and ten thousand others, under Lazan and Alyares, 
were at Geronn. The Spanish troops were, how- 
ever, exccedingly ill organized. ‘Two-thirds of the 
Migueletes damicd pikes, and many were without 
any arms at all; there was no sound military sys 
tem; the Spanish generals were jgnorant of the 
French movements and strength, and their own 
indolence and want of vigilance deew pon then 
the contempt and suspicion of the peaple. 

The 8th of December St. Cyr united his army 
on the left bank of the Phivia, ‘Phe GUt be yrussed 
that river, and driving the Spaniards over the ‘Tei, 
established his head-quarter’ at Medifiya, ten miles 
from Gerona. He wished, before prosuing his own 
march, to defeat Lazan, Jest the latter should harass 
the rear of the amy, but, finding that the marqnis 
would not engage in a serious afiir, he made-a 
show of sitting down before Gerona an the 10th, 
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hoping therehy to snisheal Vives, und render hime eau. 
slow to brenk up she blockade of Barcelona: this ~~ = 
' . i i i : . 10a, 
suceeded, the Spaniard reniuined in his camp, itres pee, 
solute and helpless, while his enemy wus rapidly At Cyr. 


passing the defiles al rivers betaveen Cerone une] Cabauen 


the Besos. 

The native af the county between Figtievas und 
Barcelona has been deseribed ithe first volime, ane 
yelorring: to that deseription, the reader will: find 
that the only carrie toutes by whieh St. Cyr 
could march were, one hy the sen-const, and one 
loading Uiraugle Corona al Hostalviel. ‘Phe first, 
exposed fo the fire af the Maptish vessels, liad 
been brokew up by lord Cochrane, in Aust 5 and 
to use the seca, it was uecesssey cither, to tke 
the fortresses, or to turn them by marehiag: Cor theee 
days through the mowilains, St Cyr adopted the 
last plan, (rusting that rapidity ind superior kia 
ledge of war would enable hime to seprrate Laat 
and Alvarez from Vives, andose defeat them all in 





sues 

The Dito! December he cruised the Ter and 
venched La Bisbal hove he lett the best af his ear 
Vinges, delivernd ont four diya’ bisenit aint fifty 
rounds of wnamiinition to the saldiers, gad with this 
provision, drove of cndtle, anda reserve of only ton 
younds of amannnitinn dor mech onan, fer eommenced 
his Iuudy areh, mitkinge for Pubanes. Ou the 
route be cneaunlored youl heat some Mirteletes: tit 
Suan Glaros tial brought te oppose him, aad, when 
nem Palinos, he sutlered a little from the fire of 
the Mnglish ships, but he had gained a first step, 
wind his hopes were high, 
The 18th, he turned his huek upow the const, and, 
by forced amareh, eeaehed Viereras sued Liysostern, 

ry 
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nook thus placing himself between Vives and Laaan, for 


the latter had not yet passed the heights of Casa 
de Selva. 

The 14th, marching hy Mazanet de Selva and 
Martorel, he reached the heights sbove Mostultich, 
and encamped at Grions and Masanes, During 
this day’s journcy, his rear was slightly harassed 
by Lazan and Claros, but he was well coutent: to 
find the strong banks of the Tordera undefended by 
Vives. [fis situation was, however, extremely 
critical; Lazan and Claros had, the one on the 
‘11th, the other on the 12th, informed Vives of the 
movement, hence the bulk of the Spanish force 
before Bureelona might be expected, at any mo- 
ment, in some of the strong positions in which 
the country abounded; the troops from Gerona 
were, as we have seen, close in the rear, the So- 
matenes were gathering thickly on the flanks, Elostal. 
rich was in front, and the French soldiers had only 
sixteen rounds of mumunition. 

St. Cyr’s design was to turn Hostalvich, and get 
into the main road agin behind that fortress. The 
smugglers of Perpignan had aflimmed that there 
was no pathway, but a shepherd assured dim 
that there was a track by which if could he effected, 
and, when the efforts of the stufoMecers to trace 
it failed, St. Cyr himself discovered it, but nearly 
fell into the hands of the Homatenes during’ the 
search. 

The 16th, at day-break, the troaps being put in 
motion, turned the fortress and gained the mala 
road, and the garrison of the place, endeavouring 
to harass their rear, was repulsed ; yet the Some, 
tenes on the flanks, emboldened beenuse — the 
French, to save ammunition, did uot recurn’ their 
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fire, became exece: dingly troublesome, aud neu tan 


Son Celoni, the end of the column eneountered - 
somo butteliony of Mimucletey, whieh Franeiseo 
Milans had brought up from Arenas de Mar, by 
the pass of Villa Gorguin. 

Milans, not being awiee of St Cyr's approneh, 
was soon beaten, andl bis men fell back, prt to 
Villa Gorguin, part to the heights of Nuestra Se. 
fora de Cordern: the French thus pained the defile 
of Trointapasos, bul they were now so. fidipned 
that all desived to halt, save the penerad, who insisted 
upon the troops clearing that defile, and reaching: 
plain on the other side, which was not efleeted be 
fore ten o'clock. Lasur's troops did not appear 
during the day, bat Vives’ nemy was in front, and 
its fires were seer on the hills between Cardaden 
and Linas. 

Tuformation af St. Cyr's nareh, as TE hiave already 
observed, Jind been treosmitted to Vives ott the 
Ith, and there was tine for bin to lave eure 
the bulk of his farees to the ‘Torderm, betore the 
Fronch cowld puss that river: bit intelligence of 
the battle of Tadelo, amd of the appearance ef the 
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French near Zaragoza, arvived af the sume mement, Citi, 


and the Spanish peneral betrayed the perentest 
weakness mid indecision: at one moment resolving 





tocontinne before Bareelona, at another dosigging Royla's" 


to march ayainst Ste Cyr Tle fmd, on the Nth, tn 
sent Roding with six poms, six uneleed euvalry, 
and one thonsund infiutry, to teke the command in 
the Ampurdan, and, the J2th, after receiving Lavaau's 
report, he reinforced Reding, who wus still at Grae 
nollora, and directed him upon Chordadeu. The 
Mth, he ordered Praneisea Milans te inareh hy 
Matthro and Areuns de Mar, lo examine the eps 
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road, and, if the ehemy was ot in that lw, to 
repair also to Cardadeu. ‘Nhe U5th, Milins, ag 
we have seen, was beaten at St. Coloni, Ind, in 
the night, he rallied his whole division on the 
heights of Cordera, thus flanking the left of the 
French forces: at Linas. 

A Spanish council of war had been held on the 
18th. Caldagues advised that four thousand Migue- 
letes should he left to observe Duhesme, and that the 
rest of the army should mareh at ouce to fight St. Cyr; 
good and soldier-like counsel; but Vives was loth 
to abandon the siege of Barcelona, and adopting 
half-measures, left Caldagues, with the right wing 
of the army, to watch Duhesme, and earvicd the 
contre and the ‘left, by the route of Goanollers, to 
the heights between Cardadeu and Lins, where, 
exclusive of Milans’ division, he united, in’ the 
night of the Lith, whoat cight thousnad regulars, 
besides several thousand Somnteaes.  Ditheste im 
inediately oceupied the posts abandoned by Vives, 
and thus separated him from Caldagues; yet St 
Cyr's position, on the morning: of the (6th, would 
have been very dangerous, if he had been opposed 
by any but Spanish generals ind Spanish troops. 

Vives and those about him, irreselute and weak 
as they were in action, were not deficient. in boasting 
words; they called the French army, in derision, 
“the succour;” and, in allusion to the battle of 
Baylen, anounced that a second hall-fivhl,” in 
which Reding was again the " matador,” would he 
exhibited. Dupont and St. Cyr were, hawever, 
men of a different tempers the luter knowing: that 
the Spaniards were not troaps to stand the shook of 
a good column, tnited his wminy in one solid mass 
at day-break on the 6th, wid without hositution 
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marehied ayganinist the centre af the enemy, order pe Sa 
the head of the eatumn to go headlong on, without 


either firing or forming Tine. 


WATTLE OF CARDADEU. 

The hills occupied by the Spanish amy were 
high and wooded, Vives, in person, commanded 
on the lefts the other wing was under Reding, 
and the Somatenes clustered upon a lofly ridge 
which was separated from the right of the position 

the Tittle river Mopent. The nmin road from 

Linas led throngh the eentye of the line, and a 
second road branching off from the first, aud) vu 
ning between the Mopent and Reding’s ground, 
went to Mathura. 

The flank of the French fiitnekling column was 
galled by the Someones, ane tated, general Pino, 
who lad it, Instend of falling con heiskly, sent for 
fresh instructions, and: tuenmovhile extended his 
first brigade inn dine to his def. St. Cyr reiterated 
tho order to fight in eoluniey but he wis sorely 
troubled at) Pino's error, toe Reding advancing 
aginst tue front ted thik al thes exteniled brine, 
obliged it to commened a tire, whieh it could not 
nottrish (rom (he wat of amaiiiition, 

Tn thin ditieulty the Preneh general sete with 
great ability and vigour; Pino's second brigade was 
divested to alo that whieh the first should have 
done, byo conrpanies were sent to menace the lett 
of the Spaniards, and St, Cyr hitsell rapidly earricd 
Soul's division, by the Miuttwo road, against 
Reding’s estrone rielt. ‘Phe elleet was tustue 
tincous and complete, the Spaniards overthrown 
on their contre wid right, qual charged hy the 
cary, were besten, ane disperse alin every direc: 
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thousand prisoners bubind. : ae 

Vives escaped on foot across the mountain lo 
Mattaro, where he was taken en howd an Muplish 
vessel, but Reding fled on horseback by the main 


road, and the puxt day, living rallied some of the 


. fugitives at Monmulo, retreated by the reute of San 


Culgat to Molino del Rey, ‘The loss of the lreneh 
was only six hundred men, ial the battle, whieh 
lasted one hour, was so decisive, Hat St, Cyr resolved 
to push on to Bareclonn immediately, without 
seeking to defout Milans or Lazan, whom he judged 
too timid to venture wi action: Moreover, Ihe hoped 
that Duhesme, who had been informed, on the 7th, 
of the ‘intended march, aid who coud: heme the: 
sound of the artillery, would intercept and turn back 
the flying troops. 

~The French had ssearcely quitled the tick) of 


battle when Milans arrived, aud, findings how muactlory! 


stood, retired to Arenas de Mar, giving: uotive to 
Lazan, who retreated to Gerona; SL Cyr's rau was 
thus cleared. Mewnwhile Duhesie, herdless of, 
what was passing at Cardhalen, iustendl of inter. 
cepting the beaten army, sent Lecehi ta uttick 
Caldapues, who having concentrated hia division 
on the evening of the J6th, mpulsed Leeebi, and 
then retired behind the Mobrepat, leaving: bebind 
some artillery and the huwe magazines whieh Vives 
had collected for the siege. ‘Thus SL Cyr reached 
Barcelona without encountering any of Duhesnie’s. 
troops, and, iu his Menioies of this creeper, des 
represents that general us astonishingly neytipent; 
seeking neither to molest the enemy uer to meet 
the French army; treating every Ubinyy delonghi? 
to the service with jndiflerence : daichii Ruse 
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ails A p 
returns, and Commiednp at prross mudyersation in HAR, 


his generals. Dirbessag, however, fies sot wanted - 


defonders, 

St Cyy, new vedlecting upon the tieility: with 
whieh his apponeuts could be defeated, aud the 
difieulty of rorsitings them, resolved to rust a fiw 
days ut Bareclonay ia hopes that the Spaniards, if 
unmolested, would) resassemble in aiambers: behind 
the Mobregat, aud enable him to strike an evetua 
blow, for bis design was to disperse their forees. so 
as they shouldl not be able to tuterrupt the: sic 
whieh he medlituted 5 nor wos he deceived in his 
cdlewations.  Redimy joined Cildieues, rallied 
from Gwelve lo fifteen thous qien behind the 
Lobregat, and Vives who dual reluuled at Sitjes, 
sent orders to Laaiunauel Milan to join din there 
by the way of Vatleis the arrival of the hatter 
was, however, so uneertin Halt the Preuch yeenes 
ml, who knew of these orders, judging it better 
to atltuck Reding ut onee, onited Chitbrans division 
lo his own, ad on Che fot, aebvineed to St Pelieu 
de Lolvepat, 

The Spunineds were drawal upon the leiehts 
beluind the villuye of Siar Virwente, ad their position 
lofly and ruyeed, cerned: a free view af the 
appronches from Baveelome; the Llobregst cavercal 
(ho (vont, amd the deft was serured: fom athiek, 
except ab the hridye af Moline del Key, which wis 
endvenched, prumerded hy at strange eletachineant, and 
protected by heavy prams, Reding’x — envilry 
wnennted toone thousand, aud des diet titty pinces 
ofartilery, the ereatest purt af whieh were in hat. 
dery at the bride of Molina del Rey ¢ his right 
wesy Hhawever, egessétile, feeds the viver was 
fordable in several polices, Theanine road ta Villa 
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Franca led through this positiqn, and, at the dis- 
fiance of ten or twelve miles in the rear, the pass of 
Ordal offered another post of great strength, 

Vives was at San Vincente on the Ath, but re- 
turned to Villa Franca the sane day 5 hence, when the 
French appeared on the 20th, the eump was thrown 
into. confusion, and a council of war being held, 
one party was for fighting, another for retreuting to 
Ordal ; finally an officer was sent to Vives Lor orders, ' 
and he returned with a message, that Reding might 
retreat if he could not defend his post, but the 
latter fearing thatyhe should be accused, and per. 
haps sacrificed for returning without reason, re- 
solved to fight, although he anticipated nothing but 
disaster. ‘The season was extremely severe, snow 
was falling, and both armies suffered from cold and 
wet; but the Spanish soldiers were dispirited by past 
defeats, and the despondency and irresolution of 
their generals could not escape observation, while 
the French and Italian troops were confident in their 
commander, and flushed with stecoss, In these 
dispositions the two armies passed the night. 


BATTLE OF MOLING OED REY. 


St. Cyr observing that Reding’s attention was 
principally directed to the bridge of Molino, ordered 
Chabran’s division to that side, with instructions to 
create a diversion by opening a fire fron some tu 
tillery, and then retiring as if his guns could not 
resist the weight of the Spanish metal; in short, to 
persuade the cnemy that a powerfil eflort would be 
made there ; but when the centre and right of the, 
Spaniards should be attacked, Chabran was to foree 
the passage of the bridge, and assail the hdights 
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inte troops on his Jef, und negleeted his —--+-- 


right, whieh was the veal potit of athaek. 

“The Ofst, Pino’s division crossing the Llobregit 
at daylight, byw ford in frontof St. Colon, marched 
against the right of the Spanish position; Chubot's 
division followed; Souhanr's whieh lad passed at 
a ford lower down, and then, ascended by the right 
bank, covered Pino's passe; the light cavalry were 
held in reserve behind Ghabots division, and a regi- 
ment of cuirassicrs wis sent to support Chabran at 
Molino del Rey. w 

The Spanish position consisted of two mountain 
heads, separated by a narrow ravine and w lorrent, 
and as the troops of the right wing were exceedingly 
wonkoned, they were immediately chased off their 
headland by the lendinge brigade of Pino's division, 


Reding then seviny his error, changed his front, 


drawing up on Che other mountain, ena new Tine, 
nearly perpendicular to the Llobregat, buat he still 
kept a strong defrehimont at the bitte of Molina, 
whieh was thus in rear of his left, ‘The Pronch dive 
sions formed rapidly fora fresh effort, Soule was 
on the right, Pine in the centre, Chitbot on the Lett; 
and the latter pained gvound in the direction af Villa 
Trea, endeavouring to tian the Spaniards’ right, 


-andeutall theirretrent, while the Heh cavieley amc 


way between the mowntain and the river, souphit to 
connect, themselves with Chabran at Molino, ‘The 
other.tvo columns, having erosserl dhe raving that 


esepurntedl Chem frou (he Spaniards, ascended the 


opposite mountain, Phe Cataaus forming: quickly, 
opposed their enenties with an “orderly but ill 
directed fire, and their front dine advancing, 
olla to change with ia appearance of erent ie 
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: BQ0K trepidity, but their courage sinking, they turned as 





the hostile masses approached, nd the reserve im- 


ee mediately opened a confused volley upon both par- 


ties; in this disorder, the road to Villa Frana 
being intercepted by Chabot, the right was forced 
upon the centre, the centre upon the left, and the 
wholé pushed back in confusion upon Molino del 
Rey. Meantime a detachment from Chabran’s di- 
vision, passing the Llobregat above Molino, blocked 
the road to Martorel, and in this miserable situation 
the Spaniards being charged by the light cavalry, 
scarcely a man would have escaped if Chabran had 
obeyed his orders, by pushing across the bridge of 
Molino upon their rear. But that general, at all 
times feeble in execution, remained a tranquil specs 
tator of the action, until the right of Souham’s 
division reached the bridge; t thus the routed troops 
escaped by dispersion, throwing away every thing 
that could impede their fight across the mountains, 
Vives reached the field of battle just as the route 
was complete, and was forced to. ly with the rest, 
The victorious army pursued in three columns; Cha- 
bran’s in the direction of Igualada; Chabot's by the 
road of San Sadurai, whieh turned the pass of 
Ordal ; Souham’s by the royal route of Villa Mranea, 
at which place the head-quarters were established 
on the 22d, The posts of Villa Nueva and Bitjes 
were immediately ocenpied by Pino, while Souham 
pushed the fugitives to the gates of Tarragona, 
The loss of the pian, owing to their swifl- 
ness, was legs than might have been expected 5 not 
more than twelve hundred fell into the hands of the 
French, but many superidr oflicers were killed or 
wounded, and, on the 22d, the count de Caldagues 
was taken, a man apparently pedantic in military 
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affairs, and wantingin moilesty, but evidently pose Cav. 
sessed of both coumpe and tilent. The whole of-- +i 
the artillery, vast quantities of powder, and ame. Mie 
gazine of Inglish muskets, quite new, were enp- 

tured, -yet many of the Migneletes were unarmed, 

and the junta were meonsing ia theis dennauds for 
succours of this nature! but the history of auy one 


provinee was the history of ull Spain. 
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© CHAPTER V. 


Barcr.ona wasnow completely relieved, and the 
captared magazines supplied it Jor several months ; 
there was no longer a Spanish army in the field, 
and in Tarragona, where some cight or nine Hiousiuad 
of the Spanish fugitives, from this and the former 
battle, had taken refuge, there was terrible disorder, 
The people rose tumultnously, broke open the pub- 
lic stores, and laying hands on all the weapons they 
could find, rushed from place to place, as if search. 
ing for something to vent their fury upon; they called 
aloud for the head of Vives, and to save his life ho was 
cast into prison by Reding, who was proclaimed pune- 
ral-in-chief. The regular officers were insulted hy 
the populace, and there was as usual a general ery to 
defend the city, mixed with furious monaces ayainst 
traitors ; but there were neither puns, nor anmumit 
tion, nor provisions, and during’ the first moment of 
anarchy, St. Cyr might certainly have rendered 
himself master of Tarmugonn by a vigorous effort, 
The opportunity soon passed away; the Trench 
general seeking only to procure subsistence, occu 
pied himself in forming a train of field artillery, 
while Reding, who had been almost without hope, 
proceeded to rally the army, and place the town in 
a state of defence. 

The 1st of January cleven thousand infintry and, 
eight hundred cavalry re-assembled at ‘Tarragona 
and Reus ; a Swiss regiment from Majorca, and two 
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foree, and the filly three thousand four Luuunel ed ate 
men arrived from Valeuein, from whence also five muy, 
thousand musquets, wmmtanition in proportion, and 
ten thousand pikes fresh from [nyshuudl, were for 
warded to ‘Lurragona, und a supply ef money, eh- 
tained from the British sents a Seville, completed 
the list of fortuitous eventa following the disnster of 
Molino del Rey. ‘These fortimmte circumstances 
and in the inuetivity of St. Cyr, who seemed pari 
lyzed, restore! the confidence of the Catalans, yet 
thoir system remained unelinged, for in Spain 
confidence often led to insubordination, but never to 


beat 4 i tre inerease is CHAR, 
Spanish regiments frou Ciremuda, ineroasedy this " 


victory. 

A part of the fugitives from Molino lad token 
refuge at Brach, where, beim joined by the Some 
tenes, they chose major Green, an Bnylish military 
agent, for their general, thinkily to hold that post 
which was considered iuiprepnable ever sinee the 
defeats of Chabran and Swartz, St. Cyr, plod of this 
opporaamily to vetvieve the honaur ofthe Preneh arms, 
detachod Chabran tinsel! the tlh daaunry to tike 
“his own revenge, hit as Chit penerid wre atill de 
pressed by the recollection of his former defunt, 
to encomrage him, Chabot was cliteetel front Sim st dye 
Sadwni upon fyudada, by whieh the defile. of 
Bruch was turned, and a perniment deltuce ren 
dered impossible, Coreen nucle Te ar ne resist 
ance; ¢ight puns were faker, t considerble manher 
of men were killed, the Preneh pursued to Teuahada, 
anda detuchment, without orders, even nssniled snd 
took Montserrat itself, and rejeined the main baily 
without toss. Chabot was then reentled io Sin 
Sadurni, and Ghihean was quartered at Martorel, 

While these events were passing: beyend the 
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OOK Llobyegat, the marquis of Ladan advanced, with 
ae seven or eight thousand men, «towards Castellon 


1809. 
Teh de Ampurias. 


The 1st of January he drove hack 
a battalion of infantry upon Rosas with consi. 
derable loss, but the next day general Reille, having 
assembled about three thousand men, intercepted. 
his communications, and attacked hint in his po- 
sition behind the Muga; the vietory seems to have 
been undecided, and in the night, Lazan regaining 
his communications, returned to Gerona, 

The battle of Molino del Rey having abated, 
for a time, the ardour of the Catalans, Reding was 
enabled to avoid serious actions, while the Somatenes 
harassed the enemy; and this plan being followed 
during the months of Jamary and Mebruary, was 
exceedingly troublesome to St. Cyr, because he 
was obliged to send small purties continually to 
seck for provision, ‘which the country people hid 
with great care, striving hard to protect their scanty. 
stores, In the hegiining of Vebruary the country 
between the Llobregat and Tarragona was almost 
exhausted of food; the Bnplish ships continaed te, 
vex the coast-line, and the Myench, besides de 
serters, Jost many men, killed and wounded, in the 
inmmerable petty skirmishes sustained by the 
marauding partics. Stil) St. Cyr maintained his 
positions, until. the country people, tired of a war. 
fare in which they wore the chief sufferers, clamoured 
against Reding, that he, with a large regular foree, 


‘should look calmly on, until the Jast morsel of food, 


was discovered, and torn from their starving: fami- 
lies; the townspeople, also feeling the burden of sup- 
porting the troops, impatiently urged the general to, 
fight, nor was this insubordination confined to the. 
rude multitude. Lazan, although at the head of 
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nine thousand met, remained perleetly infétive 
after the skirmish ht Custellow de Ampurins; but 
when Reding required hint to leuve a suitable: pu 
vison in Gerona, ind bring the rest of his troops: to 
Igaulada, he would nat obey, nnd their dispute was 
only terminated by Lavaai’s niueching, with five 
thousand men, fo the assistinee of Zaragoza. His 
operations there have been related in the murative 
of that siege. 

The army immediately under Reding was: very 
considerable, the Swiss battilions were mamerous 
and goad, and same of the most experienced of 
the Spanish regiments were in Cabdoning every 
fifth man of the robust popubution lad heen culled 
out after the defeat of Molino del Rey, and, 
although the people, averse to serve as remidia sol 
diers, did not readily answer the endl, the foree 
under Reding was, in the beyimime of February, 
not Jess than fwenty-cight thousand me. The 
urban gids were alsa put ie netivity, and above 
fifteen (honsaid Sonntienes assisted Che rgeutier 
(roops; bat (here was dare shaw thin rem) pawer, 
for Reding was ineupadite of wieldine Che reentry 
troops skilfully, and the Migueletes being dl aed, 
without clothing and tnsitbordinate, devistuted the 
country equally with) the cnemy. The Soni 
tenes, who only took arms for lool interests, 
would not fight, except at the tines, in the ian~ 
ner, and in the place that: suited themselves; 
they neglected the adviee of the regular ofl. 
cars, reviled all who would net ndope their awn 
views, and cursed many to he removed trom their 
fommands, = The Spanish generals never ab. 
tained from them poo iiformation of the epeniy's 
movelnenis yet (heir own phuns were always 
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er mad@ known to the French, for nt Reding"s head. 
quarters, as at those of Castailos before the hattle of 
Tudela, every project was oponly and ostentatiously 
discussed. Reding himself way w man of no mili. 
tary talent, his activity was of hody, not of mind; 
but he was brave and honourable; and popular, 
because, being without system, arrangement, or 
deep design, and casy in lis nature, he thwarted 
no man’s humours, and thus floated in the troubled 
waters until their sudden reflux left him on the rocks, 

The Cataloniun army was now divided into four 
distinct corps. 

Alvarez, with fow thousand men, held Gerona 
and. the Ampurdan. 

Lazan, with five thousand, was near Zaragoza, 

Don Juan Castro, an officer, accused by the 
Spaniards of treachery, and who ufterwards did 
attach himself to Joseph's purty, oceupied, with 
sixteen thousand men, a line extending from Olesa, 
on the upper Liobregat, to the pass of San Criss 
tina, near Tarragona; this line runing through 
Bruch, Tgualada, and Llacuna, was above sixty 
miles long. 

The remainder of the amy, umounting to ten-or 
welve thousand men under Reding himself, was 
quartered at Tarragona, Reus, and the vicinity 
f those places. 

The troops were fed from Valencia and Aragon, 
the convoys from the former heiny conveyed in 
vessels along the const; but the magazines being 
accumulated on one or two points of the Jing, 
and. chosen without' judgement, - ottered Reding’s 
movemerits and .regulated those of. the Prenchy 
whose only difficulty, in fact, was 6 proewre foods: 

Early in February, St. Cyr, having exhausted 
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the country about hin, and finding his commufien= ON ae 





tions much vexed hy the Sonmlenes aud by desc 
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from the English ships, concentrated his: divisions vaawary. 


in masses at Veudril, Villa franca, Si Sacdurni, 
and’Martorel. "Phe seventh corps having been re- 
inforeed by the Gernaut division, aul hy seme 


consevip ts, 


amounted ut this period to forty-eight Anyoutin 


thousand men, of which forty-one housed were acctin 


ander mms, Int the foree immediately with St, 
Cyr did not exceed tienty-three thousand come 
batunts. ‘The relative position of the two arnies 
was, however, entirely in fevowe of the Prench 
general; his line extending from Vendril, hy Villu 
Tranca, to Maurtorel, was not more thin thirty miles, 
and he hed a royw roud hy whiels to retrent on 
Barcelonas whereus the Spanish posts covering an 
extent of above sixty miles, farmed a half-cirele 
round the French dine, and then) communications 
were more rugged thin those of St Cyn, Nevers 
theluss, it is not to be doubted that, by avoiding: 
any serious action, the Catalans might lave obliged 
the French to tthandon the eountry between the 
Llobregat and Tarragon; fianine mid the continued 
drain ofoamen, ina mauntoin warline, would diave 
forced tho latter wwny, nor could they hive struck 
any formidable blaw ta relieve: Chetmselyes, seehips 
that all the important places: were fortified towns 
requiring a rewulur siege. The never-tiilings arre- 
gance of the Spanish chumetes, and the umstuble 
judgement of Reding, induced him to forego these 
advantnges. ‘Phe closing of the Creneh posts and 
some snecess Tw few petly skinnishes were imag 
nifted, the last inte victories, and the first dite a 
design on thy par af the enemy to fly = aul an iter. 


course opened with seme of the inhabits of 
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ROOK Baieslona pave hopes of regeaining that eity by 

means of a conspiracy within the walls, The 

Fowinys Catalans had before made propasila to general 
Lecchi to deliver up the citadel of that place, nor is 
there any thing that more strongly marks the absurd 
self-sufficiency of the Spaniards, during this war, 
than the repeated attempts they made to corrupt 
the French commanders. As late as the year 1810, 
Martin Carrera, being at the head of about two 
thousand ragged peasants, hallarmed, and only 
existing under the protection of the Mnglish out 
posts, offered to Marshal Ney, then investing Ciudad 
Rodrigo, rank and honow:s in the Spanish ary if 
he would desert! 

Reding, swayed hy the popular ckunonr, which 
this state of affairs produced, resolved to attack, and 
in this view directed Castro to collect his sixteon 
thousand men to fall upon the right flank and rear of 
St. Cyr, by the routes of Llacuna and Ipualada 5 and 
to send a detachment to seize the pass of Ordal, 
to cut off the Frenelt line of retrout to Barcolonay 
meanwhile, advancing with eight thousund by the 
road of Vendril and St. Cristina, he, limself, was 
to attack the enemy in front, All the Migueletes 
and Somatenes between Gerona nnd the Besos were 
to aid in these operations, the object being: to sur 
round the Freuch, a fivourite project avith the 
Spaniards at all times; and as they publicly an- 
nounced this intention, the joy was universal, the- 
destruction of the hostile army being: as ween 
anticipated with the utmost confidenee. 

The Catalans were in motion on the 14th of 
February, but St. Cyr had kept -his army well 

° in hand and seeing the Spuninils were ready 
to break in upon hin, resolved to “strike” first 
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Wherefore leaving Soulwim's division at Veudril, to Weg 
hold Reding in ehbek, onthe EGE SE Cyr inareherdt ool 
fromVilla Hranen, wilh Pino's divisions andleverthyew prinnay. 
Castro’s advaneed: posts which were at Lacuiin anid 
Saint Quinti, ‘The Spanish contre was Chis piereed, 
ther wings completely separated, sand Castro's 
right was thrown back apan Cipetlides, 

The 17th, dhe Pronch ened coutinuing his move 
ment with Pino's division, reached Capelliudes, where 
he expected to unite with Chabot ial Chabran, who 
had orders to concentte theree-the one font San 
Sodurni, the other fron: Martorel, By this skilful 
movernent he avoided the puss of Bruch, aad eon 
eontratud three divisions on the extreni: rinht of 
Castro’s left wing and close to bis magazines, whieh 
wore it Teaalada, 

Chabot weived Che fiest, and, betiae far a Tide 
time unsupported, was attacked and driven baek 
with loss, but when the other divisions came up, 
the action was restored, and the Spaniards put te 
flight. ‘They rallied aeain at Poble de Cheanint, 
between Gapellades and Penida, a eivennistines 
apreaable da St Cyn, deenuse les diel sent Maze se eye 
anchell’s brigade frome Lhreune direct upon Teun 
Jada, and if Chabot had net bivar se had: pressed, 
the action at Capellides wits ta hive been dehiyed 
witil Mpyznehelli Int pot into the rear; senreely 
chowever was the head af chat generd’s calunia 
deseried, whon Castro, who wos at lyuilacda with 
his reserves, recalled the troaps fram Pobla de 
Claramunt. ‘The Prenel were close at their heels, 
and the whole passer through fenaluela, diehtiog ane 
dndisorder, after whieh, losing al) courave, the 
Spaniards throw away their arms, and fled by: the 
theed routs af’ Cervera, Chiat, smsl Mares. Thiey 
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were pursued all the 17th, yet the French returned 
the next day with fow prisoners, because, says 
St. Cyr, “the Catalans are endowed by nature with 
strong knees.” 

Having thus broken through the centre of the 
Spanish line, defeated a part of the left wing and 
taken the magazines, St. Cyr posted Chabot and 
Chabran at Igualada, to keep the beaten troops in 
check, while himself, with Pino's division, marched 
on the 18th to fight Reding, whose extreme loft 
was now at St. Magi. Souham also had been ins 
structed, when by preconeerted signals he should 
know that the attack at Tgualada had succeeded, 
to foree the pass of Cristina, and push forward to 
Villa Radofia, upon which town St. Cyr was now 
marching. 

The position of St. Magi, being attacked at four 
o'clock in the evening of the 18th, was carried without 
difficulty, but it was impossible to find a: single 
peasant to guide the troops, on the next day's march 
to the abbey of Santa Creus, In this perplexity, a 
wounded Spanish captain, who was prisoner, having 
demanded to be allowed to go to Tarragona, St. Cyr 
assented, offering to carry him to the Crous, and 
thus the prisoner unconsciously acted as a puide 
to his enemies. The march was long and. difl- 
cult, and it was late cre they reac hed the abbey, 
which was a. strong point occupied in forces by the 
troops that had been beaten from San Magi the 
evening before, wherefore the French, after a fruit- 
less demonstration of assaulting it, took w po 
sition for the night. Meanwhile, Reding hearing 
of Castro's defeat, made a draft of men and gung, 
from the right wing and was marching’ by Pla 
and the pass of Cabra, intending to tally his left; 
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his road run just behind St Creasy, and he was CHAP 
massing at the moment when the Iyeneh appeared m---- 


InoH, 


before that phice, but us neither general was wyaee yehrary. 


of the other's presence, eraeh continued his pure 
tiewlar movement. 

Tho 20th S& Cyr crossing: the Gay river under 
a fire from the abbey, continued his rapid) mareh 
upon Villa Radoiin, near whieh place he dispersed 
a small corps, but finding that Souluu was not 
come up, he sent an officer, escorted hy a bat 
talion, to hasten that general, whose non-arival 
gave reason to believe that the stulbedicers und 
spies, sent with the previous instructions, Ind all 
been intercepted. "Nhs cused the delay of a 
day and a half, which would otherwise have 
sufficed to crush Reding's vipht wing, surprised as 
it would have been, without a chiel) ia the plain 
of Tarragona, ; 

While the Proneh rested at Ville Radoiin, Reding 
pursved hiv march fo St. Colom de Querault, where 
he rallied many of Castro's fugitives, and thus the 
aspect of alfiirs was tatully elimged 5 far Sanson, 
after forcing: the pass of Sau Cristina, renehedl Ville 
Radofin thea Qbst, und, at Che same time, the werkly 
men, Who hid heen teftat Ville Pennen, also arrived 
hencemore than Gvo-thinks of the whole French mimy 
were concentraterdl at Ville Radoiin at the moment 
when the Spanish commander, beige joined by des 
Tetaghment, beaten from San Cristine aud by the 
oops from the abbey of Crens, hid ntso rallied Ue 
yreatest part of his forces, ut St. Coloma de Quo» 
‘ult, Each general could now, by a rupid mareh, 
werwhelm his adversary’s right wiayy but the 
voops left hy Reding, in the plain of Trrmygonn, 
oud votive pan that fortress, while these left hy 
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BOOK St, Cyr at Tgtalada, were without support. When, 
“ses timahttees the Breneh general, tvho, continuing his 
venom. movement on ‘Tarrngoun, hid reached Valls the 29d 

heard of Reding’s march, he numediately re bath : 

_ with Pino's division to Pin, resolved, if the Spanish 
general should advances towards Teulada, to follow 
him with.a sharp spur. 

The 23d the Prench halted; Sonham at Valls to 
wateh the Spanish troops in the plain of Tarra 
gone; Pino’s division at Pla, but sending detach 
ments to the abbey of Creus and: towards Santa 
Coloma to feel for Reding, In the evening these 
detachments returned with seme prisoners; the one 
reported that the abbey was abandoned ; the other 
that the Spanish general was making his way hack 
to Tarragona, by the route of Sarren) and Mom- 
blanch. St. Cyr, therefore, retaining Pino's diviston 
at Pla, pushed his advanced posts on the vight to 
the abbey, and in front to the defile of Cobra, de- 
signing to encounter the Spaniards, if they re 
turned by either of these rouds; aud he ordered 
Souham to take post in front of Valls, with his left 
on the Francoli river, his right townrds Pla, and 
his advanced guard at Pixa Moxous, to wateh for 
Reding by the road of Momblanch. 

dhe 24th the Spanish general, being in St. 
Coloma, called a council of war, at which volonel 
Doyle, the British military agent, assisted. Ono 
party was for fighting St. Cyy, another for retroating. 
to Lerida, a third for attacking Chabe at True 
lada, a fourth for regaining the plain of Tarragona, 
There were many opinions, but neither wisdom nor 
resolution, and finally, Reding, leaving. general , 
Winpfen, with four thousand men, at San Coloma, 
decided to regain Tarragona, and took the reufe of 
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Momhlaeh with ten thousinl of his best Geops, 
fillowing the Sputish wecounts, but St. Cyr suys 
with fifteen thoustid, "Phe Catalin yreieral knew 
that Valls was occupied, and his line af umreh ine 
tereepted; hut he tinagined the French to he only 
five orsix thousand, for the exnet tsitvation san 
strength of an enemy were particutios that seldom 
troubled Spanish conomenders. 


HATTLE OF VALLES 

While in full march without any seouts, at diy. 
break on the 26th of Pebraney, the heal of Reding's 
edamn was suddenly fired upon at Pixia Moxons 
by Sowtham’s detuchment, whieh was imnnediately 
driven in upon the main borly yaad this atmek being 
vigorously followed, the whole of that general's 
division pave way, Uniden cover of this fight the 


Spanish bagpipe and artillery passed the Puncali 
river, mudethe road Ca Tecan beige Chis opened, 
Reding might have eileeted his retreat without difli- 
culty; but he coutinucd ta press: Boule until St, 
Cyr, who had carly tatelligence af what was passe 
ing, came down from Phe upon the fett thark ef the 
Spanish army. When the Preneh denyoos, which 
preceded their infantry, appeued in Soulaun's tine, 
Reding re-crossed Che Frineoli aid touk a position 
behind that river itending to retrent from thenee 
in the evening, but his able opponent obliged him 
ngain to fiplut, 

At three o'clock the aefion recommenced. ‘The 
banks of the Franceli were steep mid rugered, anil 
the position beyond strane and dificult of access, 
et the Froneh wencral wishing, as he himself states, 
toinerease the moral weendaney of his soldiers, 
orbit the artillery, although well phieed for exe. 
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HOOK ution, to play on Reding’s battalions, Jest they 
——should fly before tho infiny “could reach them 4 
vabrunty- Under this curious arrangement the uetion was begun 
by the light troops. 
© The French, or vathor Italian infantry, were supe 
rior in number to the Spaniards, and the columns, 
covered by the skirmishers, pussed the river with: 
_ great alacrity, and ascended the heights under an ex 
ceedingly regular fire, whieh was continued until the 
attacking: troops had nea'ly reached the summit of 
the position; thon both Swiss and Grtulana wa 
yered, and breaking ere the infantry could close with 
them, were instantly charged hy the French cavalry, 
Reding, after yeeciving several sabre wounds, saved 
himself at Tarragona, where the preatest munber of 
the vanquished also took refuge, while the remainder 
fled in the greatest disorder by the routes of Tortosa 
and Lerida; the count of Castel POvius tnd many 
other superior oflicers, the artillery und the baggage 
were taken, and four thousind men were killed or 
wounded. Dur'ing all these movements und notions, 
Reding reevived no asaislunee from the Somuatenes; 
nor is this surprising, for it may be received as au 
axiom in war, that armed persuuts are only formid- 
able to stragglers and small detachments: whien 
the regular forees engage, the poor comteymian, 
sensible of his own weakness, wisely quits the field. 
St. Cyr lost only w thousand men, und on the 
26th Souham ontered the rich town ol Rens, 
whore, contrary to the general custom, the inhiwbi- | 
tants remained; Pino then ocenpied Pla, Aleover, 
and Valls, detachments werd sent to Salou aud Villa 
Seca, on the sea-coast west of Tarrayonn, and, 
Chabot, recalled from Igualada, wis posted ut the 
cans 
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Santa Crenz, to watch Wimpfen, who still remained ¢"}" 
at, Santa Colomn det Quemult. ara 

The battle of Valls finished the regular warfire rotruny. 
in Catulonia, ‘Those detachments, which hy the 
previous movements had been ent oll from the omin 
hody of the amy, joined the Sommetenes, and as 
partizan. COrps, troubled (he communications of the 
Trench; but St. Cyr hid ne longer a repulaw may 
to deal with in the field, and Tortosa, whigh was in 
a miserably defenceless goudition, without provi- 
sions, must have fillen, if after the battle any 
attempt had been made agninst it, Lavan, indeed, 
after his defeat near Zaurnwosa, curried a few nen 
to Tovtosa, whore be declared himsell independent 
of Reding’s command, but this battle and the fall 
of Zaragozm had stricken terrar far und wide, the 
neighbouring provinces fearing wid ucting each for 
its own safety, iad ne regnurd to any general plan, 
and the confusion was wniversnl, 

‘Meanwhile, the fuitives from Valls, joined: to 
the troops alroudy iu ‘Turragena, ecowded the latter 
place, aul an tieetions disorder brenking out, a 
great mortality ensued 5 wherefore, SL Cyr, autine 
fied. that sickness shoul da the work of the 
swoml, bepirt he city with woreselution to hold 
his positions while food could be procured. dn 
this poliey he remained stedtiest wotil the middle 
of March, although Wimpton attacked and drove 
Chabran in succession from Iyualuda, Liteuna, nd 
St. Quinti, ta Villy Frmeny and although the tive 
Milans and Cluros, aeting hetyeen the Besos and 
the Llobregat, had ent his communicution with 
Barecloua, and ino econjanetion with Ure Uiglish 
squadron, renewed the bloekude of that city. This 
plantippens tnjutticions; (he sickness in Tarragona 
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noo did:not cause it to surrender, and the sulfugiel 
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of Catalonia was certainly retarded by the; ccsagel 


general should have been to-seize some strong plaggg, 
suchas Tortosa, Tarragona, Gerona, or Lerida, whit | 
the terror’ of defeat was fresh ;-lhis inactivity alte, 
the ‘battle of Molino del Rey wnd at this periods 
cnabléd the Catalonians to recover confidence, and, 
to put those towns ina state of defence; thus he 
gained nothing but the barren glory of victory. 

Towards the middle of March the resources of 
the country being all exhausted, he at last doter 
mined to abandon the plains of Tyrragoua, und take 
some position where he could reat his troops, cover 
the projected siege of Gerona, and yet be int hand. 
to relieve Barcelona, The valleys abont Vich alone 
offered all these advantages, but as Cluvos tnd the 
Milans were in force at Molino del Rey, he ordered 
Chabran to drive them from that point, that the 
sick and wounded men might be first Untualieral 
from Valls-to Barcelona, 

The 10th of Mareh, Chabrun sent a battlion iis 
one piece of artillery on tht service, and the Mi 
gucletes thinking it was the advanced pruud ofa 
greater force, abandoned the post, but being unde 
eéived, returned, beat the battalion, and foi the 
gun, The 12th, Chabran received orders to march 
with his whole division, eousisting of eight buttalions 
and three squadrons, and he reached the hridge, 
yet~he returned without during to’ attack, St 


8t Cy, Cyr repeated his ‘orders, and on the 14th the ttoaps, 


‘of the river, 


apparently ashamed of theiv general's frresalution, 
fell on vigorously, eurvied the bridge and estas 
blished themselves on the heights at both sides 
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ommunicution thas opened, it was found emar. 
uhgsme, prested hy the Migueletes withaut, ——— 
jo extremely fourful af conspiracies within the sit 
fey his fours, and the villainous conduct of his 
ico; hed atlast exeited the inhabitants to wtlempt 
hat-whielt heir onemios seemed se mmeh ta drend, 8 Oy 
pn March an insurrection was planned in concert 
with the Migueletes und the [mglish squares, and 
the latter coming close in cannonnded the town on 
the 10th, expecting that Wimpfen, the Miluns, 
and Clards would hive. assaulted the gates, whieh 
was to have been the signal for the iusuerection 
within The inhabitants were sanuine al suceess, 
because there well above two thousand Spanish pri- 
-soners in the city, und outside the wills there were 
two tercios seeretly recruited wand miaiutained hy the 
citizens; ancl these men bedue without uniforms, cone 
stantly passed incand ont of the town, yet Duhesme 
was never ably ta diseayver or ta prevent Chen. 
This emious cirevaustanes ig illustrative: of the 
peculiay genius af the Sponincds, which in ull 
matters of surprise and stvetiggem ix uariyallead, 
The project upniist the city was, huwever, Inulled 
by Chabran’s netions at Molina del Rey, whieh 
oceupied the purtivan carps outside: the walls, 
and the British sqimdron exposed toa henvy pale, 
and disuppointed in the co-operation fram the laud. 
side, sailed away the U1th, 

St. Cyr intended ta commence: his retrograde 
moveyient the Ith, bit the 17H a cunnonude 
whs heard on the side af Momblaneh, whieh was 
ascertained to proceed front a detachment of six 
dndred meu, with two puns, under (he commuud af 
Colonel Briche, "Chis aflicer being sent hy Mortier 
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nook to open: the communication alter the fall of Zara 
ae goza, had foreed his way thirongh the Spanish 
1809. partizan corps, and to fivour his return the army 
— halted two days; but the enterprize, after a trial 
appeared so dangerous, that he relinquished it; 
and attached ‘himself to the seventh corps. 
» Meanwhile the inactivity that sneeceded the battle: 
of Valls, and the timidity displayed by Chabran in 
the subsequent skirmishes, had depressed the spivilg 
of: the troops ; ae contemplated the approaching 
retreat with great uneasiness, and many officers 
infected with fear advised the general to hide his 
movements from the enemy ; but he, anxious to 
restore their confidence, took the part of giving the 
Spaniards a formal notice of his intentions, desiring 
Reding to send proper ollicers to take over the hos- 
pitals which had been fitted up at Valls, as well ay 
some French, wounded, that could uot be moved, 
This done, the army commenced its retveut, renched 
Villa Franea the 21st of Mareh, and the 22d passed! 
the Llobregat, followed, but not molested, by some 
feeble Spanish detachments, The 28d Wimpfen, 
who had rallied the Migueletes of Clavos and the’ 
Milans, at Terrase. after the afriv of the 24th, wos 
beaten by general Pino, who pursted him to near 
Manresa, and then foraging the county, retuned 
with provisions sufficient to feed the army without 
drawing on the magazines of Barcelona 
During these proceedings, Reding died in Thora 
gona of his wounds, Ife had been received there 
with such dissatisfaction after the battle of Valls, 
that the interference of the British consul was ne 
cessmry, to save him from the first fury of the popus, 
lace, who were always ready lo attribute a defeat to 
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the treachery of the peneral, Tis inilitary: conduct enar, 
was, by his own officers, generally aud justly con... 
demned-nnd his skill in war was slight, ut his cous qh 
rage and honesty were ungiestionable, and he wus of 
distinguished humanity; nt this unhappy periad, 
when the Froneh prisoners in every part of Spain 
woretortured with the most snvagecruelty, andl when 
to refrain from such deeds was to inenr suspicion, 
Reding had tho munities, not only to repress all al 
barbarities within the rauge of his command, but ; 
even to conclude w convention with St Cyr, wider 
which the wounded men on both sides were to res 
ecive devent treatment, and to be exchanged as 
soon ns their Inuty were enred. Ino his Inst mo- 
ments he complained that he Ind been ill-served as 
ageneral; that the Soumlenes hid net supported 
him; that his orders were neglected, his plus dis- 
closed to the enemy, and thik le could never 
get true intelligenen; complaints whieh the expe- 
vience of Moore, Baird, Cradack, Murray, aad, 
above wl, of Wellington, proved to be applicwble to 
every part of Spain al every period of the war 
Coupigny succeeded Reding, but was sou ai 
perseded by Blake, who was appointed captain 
general of the Ceronilla, or litde erown, av tithe 
given to the union of Valencian, Arupon, and 
Cateloninn ‘The wartire in Aragon being thus nl. 
timately conneelod with that in Gatulonia, a short 
account of what was passing in the former provines 
will: be useful. 

When Zeragozn fell, Lanes retuned to France, 
and Mortier, who succuedleat bin, sent detachments 
against Monzon, Jaen, Mequinenza and Lerida, 
The fort of Monzon commanding a passuge aver the 
Cined river, was abuadoned by the Spaniards, rua 
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200K Jaca surrendered, by which w new and important 
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line of communication was opened with Vranee s but 
the demonstration aguinst Mequinenza failed, and 
the summons to Til was fruitless. Mortier then 
quartered his troops on both sides of the Ebro, 
from Barbastro to Aleanitz, aud sent colonel Briche, 
ag we have seen, to open a conupunication with the 
seventh corps. ‘This was in March, and’ in April 
Mortier moved with the filth corps to Castile, 
leaving Junot with the third corps to hold Aragon’ 
but that officer being sick, soon returned to Franeg 
and was replaced by general Suchet, The third 
corps was now very inuch reduced, one brigade 
was employed to protect the communication with 
Navarre, another was escorting the prisoners from 
Zaragoza to Bayonne, and many artillery-men and 
non-commissioned officers had been withdrawn to 
serve in Germany *’ thus the number of disposable 
troops in Aragon did not exeeud Gvelve thousand 
men under arms, 

The weakness of the army pave the new Seat 
greatuneasiness, which was not wlayed when he 
found that men und ollicers were discontented and 
dispirited. Suchet was, however, no ordinary man; 
with equal vigour and pradence he commenced a 
system of diseipline in his corps, und of order. in 
his government, that afterwards curried him, with 
scarcely a cheek, from one suceess to another, uli] 
he obtained for himself the rank of & marshal; and 
for his troops the honowr of belonging to the only 
Freuch army in Spain thet never suffered any signal 
reverse, He at first hoped that the battle of Valls, 
and other defeats sustained by the Spaniards at thig: 
period, would give him time to re-oryanize his corps 
in tranquillity—but this hope soon vanished, ¢ The 
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pensanby, observing: the weitkness of the third onan. 
corps, only waited ‘Tora fevaurable opportunity to 


tise, and the Migueletes tind Somutenes of thee 
mountains about Leride nad Mequinenza, were, 
winder the command of Porefia aud Buget, alveuly 
in activity: ; 

While Junot still held the commund, Make draw 
ing troops from Valeneiu id Tarragona, lind joined 
Lavan,‘ and fixed his quarters at Morefla, on the 
frontier of Aragon,  Desipnine to aperete ie that 
provinge rather than in Catiouia, he endeavoured 
io ve-kindle the fire of insurreetion ; nor was for- 
tune adverse to him, for a part of the purrison of 
Monzon having made an unsuceessfttl marauding 
excursion beyond the Cine, dhe ¢itizens fell wot 
those who remained, nnd obliged them to wranden 
that post, which wis innnedintely veeupied hy Pes 
vei, ‘The duke of Abrautes hen sent eight com 
panies of infintry und’ thirty euivassions ty retake 
the place, but Baget reinforced Pereiuy the french 
were repulsed, and the Cinen suddenly overtlawing 


behind them, @ut off thedr retrents the euvelry, 


plunging with their horses inte the river, escaped 


by swimming; the infintey finding the ewer pase 


sages puarded by the purrison of Levida, and the 
upper cut off by the partizan corps, atter three diys 
marching and skirmishing surrendered. ‘The pri- 


soners were curricd to Trrrapyonn, st soon alters 


wards exchanged, in plrstamnce of nm eonvention 
made by Reding und St. Cyr. 

This slight suecoss excited the most extmyagint 
hopes, and the parrigon of Mequinonzan having con- 
trived:to bun the bridge of bouts which the French 


had thrown over the Khro at Cuspe, Blake drove! 


the Prengh from Buceyte und Val de Ajorli, wid 
soaVOla The u 


1n00. 
May. 
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200K entered Aleanitz. The beaten. troops retired, with 
loss to Samper and Ixar ; and itewas wt this moment 
My. when the quarters on both sides of the Ebro were 
harassed, and the wings of the third corps separated 

‘by the destruction of the bridge at Caspe, thee 
Suchet arrived to take the command of the third 





‘ “corps. « Finding his troops spread over a preat trect 
# . rofcountry, and in danger of being beaten in detail, 
“he immediately ordered general Hnbert to ubandon 


® the left bank of the Ebro, cross that river at Fuentes, 
and follow in reserve upon Ixar, where Suchet 
himself rallied all the vest of the troops, with the 
exception of a small garrison left in Zaragozn, » 


oP BALL OF ALGANITA. , 4 
‘The Prench battalions were feurful and disorderly; 
= 4c but-the general, anxious to raise their spirits, , 
z nehat'e marched towards Blake on the 23d of May. The, 
-o™ Jatter was in position in front of Aleanitz; a bridge: 
over the Guadalupe was immediately behind. his 
centre, which was covered by «hill, and his left wag: 
well ‘posted near some pools of watar, but his, right 
was tather exposed. ‘The French had. about ight. 
thousand infantry and seven hundred cavalry inthe. 
field, and the Spaniards about twelve fhousand of 
all arms. : 
‘Suchet, observing Blake's dispositions, judged,: 
that if he could carry the hill in the centre and so: 
separate the Spanish wings, the latter would be cut: 
off from the bridge of Aleanitz, and obliged to sur 
render. In this design he directed a column against! 
each wing to draw Blake’s attention to his flanks, 
and when the skirmishers were well engaged, three 
thousand men, pushing rapidly along the main, 
° road attacked the hillock; but w brisk fire of m ugketry 
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and‘artillory cheeked their progress, the Spiniirds 


stooil firm, and the French, alter a teeble eftort ta us. - 


cend the hill, begun Lawnver, wand finally fled avdriptt. 
Suchet, who was himself slightly wounded, rlied 
them in the plain, mud remained there for the rest 
of the day, but without daring to renew the uetion, 
In the night, he retreated, but, although not pur- 
sued, his troops were seized with punie, and, ut 
day-light, came ponring into Samper with all the 
timult and disorder of worout. Blake's innetivity 
enabled the French general to restore order, anid he 
caused the man who first commenced the alarm te 
be shot; then cneowaging: the troops, that they 
might not seem to Ny, he rested in position tive whole 
days, after which he retreated to Zuragoza. 

This action wt Aleanity was a subject of rimaph 
and rejoicing all over Spaing the supreme junte 
conferred an estates upon Blake's the kingdom of 
Murcia was added to his coummid, his army 
rapidly augmented, wud le, grently eluted, and ean 
firmed ina chesion le iad formed to retuke Zara 
gon, turned his whole attention to Argon, “and 
totally neglected Catulonin, ‘Uo the aflaivs of tlatt 
province it is vow time to refi 

St Cyr ranained in Bareeloun fora considerable 
poriod, during which he endeavoured to rentedy 
the evils of Duahosme's goverment, und to nnke 
hinself acquainted with the politienl disposition of 
tho'inhabitints. Fle also filled the tagnaines with 
three months’ provisions, nad, ts the prisoners within 
the walls were an incumbrance on aeeount of their 
subsistence, and a sopree of mnensiness from their 
numbers, he resolved to send them to Brance. ‘The 
16th ‘of April, having translivved hin sick ud 


werklyy men to the charge of Dubesme, and ex. 
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BOOK changed Chahran’s for Leechi’s division, he marched 





1809, 
April. 


to Granollers, giving out that he was returning’ to 
the frontier of Trance, lest the Catulans should 
-remove their provisions from Vich, and thits frag. 
“trate his principal object. 
The Migueletes, under Milans and Clavos, ‘had 
“taken post on cach side of the long: and narrow 
“defile of Gariga, in the valley of the Congosto, 
which they barricadoed with trees and pieces of rock, 
and mined in several. places; Winplon with hits 
corps was also at a little distunee, ready to join 
them at the first durm, Hence, when on tho 16th, 
Lecchi’s division, escorting twa thousand prisongis, 
appeared at the head of the defile, an action com, 
menced, but in an how the Miguclotes fled on all, 
sides; for St, Cyr, fully aware of the strength of 
the position, had sceretly detached Pino to attack 
Wimpfon, and, while Locchi was enpaged at the 
*éntrance, Souham and Chabot, traversing the moun: 


tains, arrived, the one upon the flank, the other at” 


the further end of this formidable pass, 


The 18th, the French were established at Vieh: 
3 


the Inhabitnnts had fled to the hills with thee 
effects, but left their provisions behind, Chabot's 
and Pino's division were inmucdiately posted at 
Centellas, San Martin, Tona, and Col de Sespino, 
to guard the entrances into the valley, but Souhan’s 
division remained noar the town, his right being at 
Roda and: Manlien on the Ter, and his advanced 
posts at Gurp, St. Sebnstinn, and St. Mularia, 
General Lecchi then marehed with the prisoners by 


Filion de Pallerols to Besalu, und although he was.’ 


attacked several times. on tho mareh, delivered. 
his’ charge to general Reille, and returned without 


loss, bringing news of Napolcon’s arrival in Paiis, 
~*~ - ted 
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and of the approaching war with Austin, On the 


other side, & moverble cohmm xent to Bureelona- 


brought buck the pleasing intelligence Chat adenival 
Cosmno’s squadron, batting the extreme vipilanee 
of Lord Collingwood, lad reuched tht city with 
anple supplies. Shas, in May, whut may be enlled 
the trepdas movements fi Catalonia terminated, 
ahd the more methadion) warluwe of sieges com- 
rented ; but this part was committed to other hands; 
renera Verdier had sueeeeded Reille in the Am, 
purdan, and marshal Augereni wes on the vanudl to 
supersede St, Cyr. ‘ 
Onsmrvatronses- 1". Although his marches 
-wore hardy, his bates vigorous, and delivered in 
right tine and place; St. Cyr's campaign may be 
charactoriged as one of prent elforts without car 
responding advantages. He Iiimaself attribatigs his 
to the condition af the seveutl corps, destitute aud 
neglected, becuse dhe emperor disliked and wished 
to ruin its chiefs a strange neeustion, el unsis. 
tained by venson or fiets, Whit! Napoleon wil- 
fully destroy his own wimies! snerifiee forty thou 
sind men, to diserice a general, whom he was not. 
obliged to waploy at all St Cyn acknowledges, 
that when he received his instructions frame the 
emperor, he observed the alliction of the hitter at 
the recent Joss of Dapont’s fores, yet he would 
have it believed, that, in Che auidst of this regret, 
thet monarch, with a singular maliee, wits preparing 
greater disasters for himself, merely to disgrace the 
commander he was talking to, und why? bees 
the latter had formerly served with the avy al the 
Rhine! Yot St. Cyr met with no reverses de Cate: 
lopia, and wes afterwirds anude a umeshal by this 
implacable ehemy. * 


2 


tal 


var. 





102 


BooK 
v 


THSTORY OF THE 


9,That the seventh corps was not well supplied; 
-and its commander thereby placed in a difheult 
situation, is notto-be disputed in the fieg of the 
facts stated by St. Cyr; but if war were a state of 
ease and smoothness, the fame which attends suc. 
cessful: generals: would bo womertted. Napoleon 
selected St. Cyr because he thought him « enpable 
“commander; in feeble hands, he knew the seventh 
corps would be weak, but, with St Cyr at its 
head, he judged it sufficient to overcome the Cath. 
lonians, nor was he much mistaken. Bareclona, the 
great object of solicitude, was saved; Rosas was 
taken; and if Tarragona and 'Tortosa did not also 
fall, the one after the battle of Molino del Rey, the 
other after that of Valls, it was heenuse the French 
general did not choose to attack them. Those 
towns were without the slightest preparation for 
defence, moral or physical, and must have surrehs 
dered; nor can the unexpected and stubborn’ yo. 
sistance of Gerona, Zarnyoza, and Valeneia be cited 
against this opinion ; these cities were previously 
prepared and expectant of a siege, yet, in two ins 
stances, there was «moment of dismay tnd confi. 
sion, not fatal, onl y because the besieging ponerals 
wanted that ready vigour which is the chnracteristic 
of great captuins, 
8°—St. Cyr, aware that a mere caleulation of 
numbers and equipment, is but a poor measure, df 
the strength of armies, exalts the enthusiasm and — 
the courage of the Catalans, and seems to tremble 
at the danger which, owing to Napoleon's suicidal 
jealousy, menaced, at that period, not ouly the 
seyenth corps. but even the south of France. Ih 
answer to this, it- may be observed that M. de SL. 
Cyr did not hesitate, with eighteen thousmud aren, 
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gn artillery und eurrying only sixty rounds YHA. 


of niusket-mmmunition, to plunge into the midst of ———- 


those tqrrible armies; lo inwely through the moun. 
tains for whole weeks ; to atlack (ie strongest posi+ 
tions with the bayonet alone, any, even to dispense 
with the use of his arlillery, when le did bring it 
into action, lest his men should uot lave a sullieient 
contempt for their enemies, And who were these 
undaunted soldiers, so high in courage, se conti- 
déut,: so regardless of the great weapon of modem 
warfare? Not the select of the imperial guards, 
the conquerors in a hundred Duttles, but raw levies ; 
the droyy and scrapings of [taly, the refuse of Naples 
avd of Romes states which to mune as military: was 
toridiewe, With such soldiers, the bates of Garda 
deu; Molino, Iytalucu, ond Vallx, were pained; yet 
St Cyr does not hesitate to cull the Migueletes, 
who wore beaten ab those places, the best lizht 
troops in the world. The best fied¢ Grogs we 
neither more nor Tess than the best treopy iu the 
world; but if, instead of fifties Chonsind Miguel. 
etes, the four thousand men composing Wellington's 
light division dad been on the heights of Cardhulen, 
St: Cyr's sixty rounds of wmmiunilion world seureely 
have carried him to Bureeloun, "Phe injurious force 
with which personul feelings act upon the judge. 
ment are well known, or ik might excite wonder, 
that so good a writer and so able nw soldier should 
advance such fallacies, 

HomeSt, Gyr's work, adinicable in iaany respects, 
bears, nevertheless, the stump of envelessness, 
Thus; he aflirmys that Dupont’s march to Andalusia 
encouraged the tumults of Armnjues, yet the tumults 
of Aranjues happened in the month ol) Mareh, 
nealy three anunths previous to Dupont’s moves 
jee * 
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BOOK ment, which took place in May and June. Again, 





he says, t that, Napoleon, to make solid conquest 
in the Peninsula, should have commenced with 
Catalonia, instead of over-r unig: Spain by the 
northern line of operations ; an opinion quite, un- 
sustainable. ,The progress of the seventh corps was 
impeded by the wantof provisions, not by the enemy's 
force ; twenty thousand men could beat the Spa, 
niards in the field, but they could not subsist... To 
have increased the number would only have increnged 
the difficulty. Would it have given a just iden of 
Napoleon’s power, toemploy thestrength of hisempire — 
against the fortified towns in Catalonia? In what 
would thegreater solidity of this plan have consisted? 
While the French were thus engaged, the patriots 
would have been organizing their armies ; England 
would have had time to bring all her troops into 
line, and two hundred thousand men placed between 
Zaragoza and Tortosa, or breaking into I'rance by 
the. western Pyrenees, while the Austrians, were 
advancing to the Rhine, would have sorely shaken, 
the solidity of general St. Cyr’s plan. oe 
5°.—The French emperor better understood what 
he was about. Te saw a nation intrinsically power- 
ful and vehemently excited, yet ignorant of war and 
wanting the aid which England was caper to give, 
All the elements of power cxisted in the Peninsula, 
and they were fast approximating to a centre, when 
Napoleon bwst upon that country, and as the 
gathering of a water-spout is said to he sometimes 
prevented by the explosion of a gun, so the rising 
strength of Spain was dissipated by his sudden and; 
dreadful. assault; if the war was not then finished, 
it was because his lieutenants were tardy and, 
jealous of each other. St. Cyr also appears, to haya 
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i tnae ' On 
fallen into wn error, common chough in all times, tual 


and one-very prevaltut among fhe French: peneruly «<-- 


in Spain. He considered hin tusk tus a whole in 
itself, instead of a constituent part of a Rrenter 
aystem. THe judged very well whit wis wating 
forthe seventh corps, lo subjupnte: Catulonin ino 
solid manner, but he did not diseern thi it waa 
fitting that the aeventh corps: should: forget Citas 
lonia, to aid the goueral plan ugninst the Pe. 
ninsula, Rosas surrendered at the yery “inement 
yhen’ Napoleon, after the victories of Buylen, 
Espinosa, ‘Tudela, and the Somosierra, was cuterinp 
Madrid sas a conqueror; the battles of Carduden 
wid Molino del Roy may, therefore, be said to have 
completely prostralad: Spain, beenuse che Bnetish 
anny was isolated, the Spanish anmios destroyed, mid 
Zaragomn invested. Was that a tine to ealentite 
the weight of powder and the nimiber of piek-nxes 
required for a formal siege of ‘Tarragon? ‘The 
whole Peninstlu was shiken to the centre, the 
proud hearts of the Spaniards sunk with terror, and 
in that grent consternation, to be duvdy, was, on 
tho putof the Prench ener, to bepimdent, St 
Cyr was not in wv condition to besiege Tarryzonn 
formally, but he miyht buve avsnulted it with less 
danger than he incurred by his march to Bureedona, 
The battle of Valls was another epoch of the seme 
kind; the Euplish army lind re-ombarked, ane the 
route of Ueles had tiken pluce 5 Portugal was in- 
vaded-ond Zarngozn had just fallen. ‘Chat was a 
time to render vietory finittal, yet ue ttempt was 
made apainst ‘lortose, 

mS. Cyr, who justly bhunes Pulucioy and 
Vives for remaining: before Bareelonn iustend of 
sanying their army to the ‘Ter and the Phuvig 
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‘BOOK seems inclined: to applaud Reding for conduct 





equally at variance with the trae principles of war, 
It was his own inactivity after the battle of Molino 
that produced the army of Reding, and the impa- 
tient folly of that army, and of the people, produced 
the plan whith led to the route of Jeunlada and 
the battle of Valls. Instead of disseminating 
thirty thousand men on a line af sixty miles, from 
Tarragona to the Upper Llobregat, Reding should 
have. put Tarragona and ‘Tortosa into a state of 
defence, and leaving a small corps of observation 
near.the former, have made Lerida the base of hig 
operations. In. that position, keeping the bulk 
of his-force in one mass, he might have acted on 
St. Cyr’s flanks and reav effectually, by the lines 
of Cervera and Momblanch—and without danger to 
himself; nor could the French general have als 
tempted aught against ‘Tarragona. 

But it is not with reference to the seventh corps 
alone that Lerida was the proper base of the 
Spanish army. Let us suppose that the supreme 
junta -had acted for a moment upon a rational 
system; that the Valencian troops, instead of re 
maining at Morella, had been directed on Lerida, 
and that the duke of Infuntado’s force had been 
carried from Cuenca to the same place. instead 
of beingvouted at Ucles. Thus, in the beginning 
of February; more than fifty thousand regular troops 
would have been assembled at Lerida, eneireled ‘by: 
the fortresses of Monzon, Balaguer, Mequinensa,’ 
Tarragona, and Tortose. Its Jines af operations 
would have been as numerous as the - roads, 
The Seu d'Urgel, called the granary of Catalonia, 
would have supplied corn, and the communication 
with Valencia would have been direct and dpen. 
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Trom this central and menneiny position, such on y 


foreo might have held the seventh corps in cheek, 
andeven raised the siege of Zauringgortj hor could 
the Grst corps have followed Ltintido’s movements 
without uncovering Madrid and whinddoningy the 
system of the emperor's operations nyriiust Portuzral 
and Andalusin. 

P—The French general praises Reding's project 
for surrounding the Freneh, aad very pravely oh 
serves. that the andy methad of detinting: it, wus hy 
taking the offensive himself! Nothing enn be justery 
but he should have added that it was a eetain 
methods ond, until we find a erent commander acting 
upon Reding’s principles, this praise cnn only he 
inken-as an expression of civility: awards i hrave 
adversary. ITis own Movements were very diferent: 
he. dislike Nupolvon personully, Int he did net 
dislike his mumer of muking war, Baronayparte's 
campaign in the Alps tuniust Bonulion, was not 


unheeded by his Hieutemmt, Kor one proceeding of 


St Cyr’, however, there is ne precedent, nar ix it 
likely that it will ever heiunituted. He stopped the 
fire of hia artillery, when it was doin intinite exe. 
cution, the better to estubligh the mom aseen- 
daney of his troops, What a sireasm on the eou- 
rage of his enemies! Whit it complete answer 
fo his own complaints that Napoleon hud muli« 
siously given him a hopeless task! But, he MUL, 
his advorsuries were imtmerous une fought bravely ! 
Surely he could uot have eommunded xe long: 
without knowing: ¢had there iv in all battles a thecin 
sive moment, when every weapon, every man, cory 
combination of foree that can dn branght to bear, is 
meecnsary. do gain the victory, Willully to newleet 
the theans of tedueing: the enciy's strength, pare: 
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200K yous to that critical period of un netion, is a gto 





folly. 

-8.—If general St. Cyr’s own matehes and bat 
tles did not sufficiently expose the fallacy of hig 
opinions relative to the vigour of the Catalans, lord 
Gollingwood’s correspondence world supply the 
deficiency. ‘That able and sagneious man, writing 
at this period, snys,--~ 

“Jn Catalonia, every thing scems to have gone 
wrong since the fall of Rosas, The Spaniards arg 
in considerable force, yet are dispersed and panic: 
struck whenever the enemy appears.” The ap. 
plications for supplics wre unlimited ; they went 
money, arms, dnd ammunition, af which rio uso 
appears to bo made whon they get them, Th 
the English papers, I sce accounts of suecesses, and 
convoys cut off, and wagyons destroyed, which are 
not true, What has been done in that way has 
been by the boats of our frigates, which have, in 
two or three mstances, landed men and attacked 
the enemy with great gallantry, ‘The Sometenes 
rauge the hills in a disorderly way, aud fire at 9 
distance, but retire on being uppronch”~— The mak 
titudes of men do not make v foree.” 

‘Add to this the Spanish historian Cabanes® state. 
ments that the Migueletes were always inyubordi- 
nate, detested the service of the line, and were 
many of them armed only with staves, and we 
Have the full measure of the Catalans’ resistance, 

Tt: was not tho vigour of the Catilins, but 
of the English, that in this province, ax in every 
part of the Peninsula, retarded the progress of the 
French. Would St. Cyr have wasted a month be- 
fore Rosas? “Would he haye been hampered in his 
movements by his fears for the safety of Burceldna! 


PENINSULA WAR, 


109 


Would ho have failed to besiewe and take ‘Tura a 
* gone, and Tortosn, $f a French fleet had attended —-—« 


his progress by the const, or i it could even lnve 
made two runs in saloly? ‘Vo lord Collingwood, 
who, like the Roman Bibulus, perished of sickness 
on his decks rather tha yvelox in his watching,--te 
his keon judgement, his unceasing vieilanes, the 
resistance made by the Catuluns was due. Tis feet 
dtvwas, that interdicted the coust-line to the French, 
protected the truusport of the Spanish supplies from 
Valencia, assisted in the defence of the towns, aided 
the. retreat of the beaten annies sin short, did that 
which the Spanish fleets ia Cusliz and Curthagenn 
should have done, But the supreme junta, equally 
disregarding the remonstrances of lord Collingwood, 
the good of their own country, anil the treaty with 
England, by whieh they were bound to prevout 
their ships from falling into the liands of the enemy, 
loft their Neots to vot in harhow, although meney 
was advanced, and the assistance of the British 
seamen oflered to fit Chum oul. for sen 

Tlaying now related the principal operations tht 
took place inthe eustern wal couteul provinces of 
Spain, which were so suddenly overem hy the 
French emperor; having: shown that, however rest 
less the Spuniards were, under the Joke imposed 
upon them, they were unable to throw it all’; T 
shall tun to Portugal, where the tide of invasion 
still flowing onward although with diminished 
volume, was first stayed, and finully toreed buck, 
bya counter foal of inightior strength. 
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BOOK VI. 
CHAPTER f. 
TRANSACTIONS IN PORTUGAL, 


BOOK Wuen sir Jolin Moore marehed fram Portugal, 

the regency, established by sie New Dalrymple, 

nominally governed that country; bit the weak cha-: 

racters of the members, the listless habits engen- : 

dered by the ancient system of misrule, the intrigues : 

of the Oporto faction, and the general turbulence: 
ofthe people soon produced an alarming state of 
anarchy.. Private persons usurped the functions of 

government, justice was disregarded, insubordina:» 
tion and murder were hailed ay: indications af putrios ! 
tism, and war was the universal cry ; yok military 

preparations wore wholly neglected, for the nation, » 
Aorendix, in its foolish pride, believed that the Hench had‘ 

section ls neither strength nor spirit for a second invasion. 

In Lisbon there was a French {ietion, the mer» 
chants were apprehensive, the regency unpopular, 
and ‘the public mind unsettled; in Oporto, the : 
violence of both people and soldiers was such: 
that sy Hany Burrard sent two Bvitish regiments: 
there, by sea, to, preserve tranquillity ; in fine, tho» 
seeds of disorder were widely cast and sprouting | 
vigorously, before the English cabinct though fit 
to accredit a responsible diplomatist near the govern: 

- ment, or to place a permanent chief at the head of 
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“the forces left by sir Johu Muore, The convention CHa 
of Cintra was known ju Tughusd in September jose 
the regency Was estublished and the frontier fore ‘ 
tresses ocenpied by British troops in the same 
inonth ; yot it was nal util the middle af December 
that My, Villiers and sir John Griutock, charged 
with the conduet of the polities) wid military pro- 
ceedings in Porlayul, renched Lishons thus the 
important interval, between the departure of Junot 
and their arrival, was tolally neglected by the 
English cabinet. 

Sir Hew. Dalrymple, who lad nominated the 
regency; sir Arthur Wellesley, who, to local know- 
ledge and power talents, added the influcnes of 
a victorious communder, Burrard, Spencer, were 
all removed from Portnynl at the very moment 
when the presence of persons nequainted with the 
veal statd of allvirs, was oxsontial to the well-being 
of the British interests in that coubry. And this 
orror-was the offxpring af pussion and incapacity; 
for, if tho convention of Cinten hint been rightly 
understood, the ministers, uppreehting: the wlyun- 
tages of that (realy, would Inve resisted the chime 
ofthe moment, and the peneruls would not lueve 
been withdrawn from the public serviee abroad, 
to meot unjust and groundless chirges at home, 

Tt may be disputed whether Portugal was the 
fittest theatre for tha first operntions of a British 
amy; but, whon that country was actully freed 
from the presence of an enemy; when the enpital 
‘and the frontior fortresses were ocenpicd by English 
troops; whon sir John Moore lowing his hospitals, 
baggago, ‘and mayizines there, as ina pluce of 
ams, had marched to Spain, the question was ne 
longer doubt. ‘he ancient relations between 
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nook England and Portugal, the preatness of the port of 
= Lishon, the warlike disposition of the Portugiiesey' 
Fe above all, the singularly-happy circumstance, that 
there was neither court nor monireh to balanes: th | 
English influence, and that evei the nomintition: ’ 

of the regency was the work of an Enplish genorel, 

offered such great and obvious advantages o3 could.’ 

no where else be obtained. It was a miserable; 

policy that, neglecting such an oceusion, retained 

six Arthur Wellesley in England, while Portugal} 

like a drunken man, at once weak ond turbulent, 

was reeling on the edge of a preeipice, ie 

The 6th of December, 1808, sir John Cradock, 
being on his voyage to Lishon,. touched at’ Cortifig, "4 
Fifteen hundred thousand dollars had just arrived 
there in the Lavinia frigate, but sir John Moore's 
intention to retreat upon Portugal being, known; 
Cradock divided tltis sum, and’ curried uvay cight 
hundred thousand dollars; proposing to leave 
portion at Oporto, and to tuke the remainder’ to 
Lisbon, that Moore might find, on whatever line he 
retreated, a supply of monvy, 

From Cornfia he praceaded to Oporto, whore 
he found that sir Robert Wilson hud succeeded: in 
organizing, under the title of the Taasitunian T wcgion, 
about thirteen hundred men, wil that others ware 

Appontis, On their way to reinforce him; but this excepted, 
srellon 2, nothing, civil or military, bespoke oither arrange. 
ment or common scnso. The bishop, still intent’ 
upon acquiring supreme rule, was deoply eh 
gaged with scerct intrigues, and, under’ him, 9 
number of factions and designing’ persons, insti’ 
gated the populace to violent. actions with a view' 
to profit from their excesses, Be 
The formation’ of this Lusitanian J opion wag ari- 
















PENINSULAR Wan “a 
TNE : F 
i ginally a project af the chevalier da Souza, Porte euay. 


guese minister in Nondon; he wes one of the 2! 





ne a ty Lest aT} " Than, 
Chishop’s faction, and thia lovee was raised not xo Dew 


inuch to repel the ehely, «slo stpport Cael purty 
aginst the government. ‘The mon were promised 
} higher pay than any ather Portuguese soliliers, to 
“the ” great discontent of the Tutter ; nnd they 
owere clad in yniforms ditering: ins colony from the 
national troops. The regency, who dreaded. the 
machinations of the turbulent priest, entertained 
the utmost jealousy of this legion, which, in tenth, 
“was. Most anomalous fore, wal as Wipht he ex. 
‘pected from its peculiar constitution, wns proadne 
. five of much embarrassment, 
* SirJohn Cradoek left three hindredd thousand dol- 
sJaus at Oporto, und directed the two British battalions 
which were in tliat neighbourhuad te merch to 
Almeida; then taking on howd a sul detaehient of 
German troops, he xet snil for lisbon, Belure his 
departure, he strongly wulvised sir Robert Wilaon 
to move such of hin logionarios ay were stlliciently 
organizad to. Villa Rend, in ‘Tras ox Montes, a phise 
appointed by the reeney far the ussenibly af’ the 
forces in tha north ; Sir Rohert, teed of! the folly 
and disgusted with the insulence and excesses of 
the ruling mob, readily adopted this adview, so fir « 
asto quit Oporto, but having views of hig own, 
went to Almoid instendl of Ville Real, 

The state of’ the capital wus Tite better thin 
that of Oporto. ‘Chore was arrongement neither 
for present nor for future defones, and the populuce, 
albeit loss openly encouraged ta commit UXCUNSES, 
were quite uncontrolled by the povermuent. ‘lhe 
regency had a keener dread of domestic iusurreetion ee 
thon of the return of the French, whose operations elm GS 
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noox they regarded with even leas anxiety thau the lishop 
Wo did, ag being: further removerk than he was from 

1808. the immediate theatre of war, Their want of SYSs 
"tem and vigilance was evinced hy the Collawing fie, 
Sattaro and another person, having contrneted fop 
the supply of the British troops, demuuled, in the 
name of the English genera, all the provisions ip 
the public stores of Portiygal, and then sold them 
to the English commissiries for his own prolit, 

Sir John Cradock’s instructions civected Ldn to 
reinforce Moore's army, and not to interlore: with 
that ‘gcneral’s command if the course of events 
brought Iim back to Portugal bi fret, his 
operations were limited to the holding: of Hlvas, 
Almeida, and the capital; for, although he was: 
Appendix, directed to encomage the formation of a native 
peetion 1s army upon a good and repulin' system, and even to 

act in concert with it on the fronticr, he ‘was de 
barred from politic! interference; even his relative 
situation ag to rank, was left unsettled until the 
arrival of My, Villiers, to whose direction all poli- 
tical and anany military arrmgements were em 
trusted, od 

It is evident that the influence of a ene dius, 
fettered, and commanding only a simall seattered 

e force, must be fechle uid insuflieient. to produces any 

veal amelioration in the militiy situation of the 
country ; yet tho English ministers, attentive only 
to the false information obtained fran interested: 
agents, still imagined that not only the Spanish; 
but the Portugnese amnios were numerots, and to. 
be relied npon; and they confidently expected) 
that the latter would be able to take an active part 
in, the Spanish campaign. Cradock, feeling the 
danger of this illusion, made it his first object to 
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“transmit home exact inforuution of the real strength ena, 


and cllicioney of theuative repular traaps, They 
werenominally twenty thousaud; but Miguel Pereira 
Forjas, wilitary seeretary to the vereney, and the 
ablest public miu Portugal possessed, neknowledsed 
that this fores was a omullity, and that there were 
not more dan ten thousand stand of ‘serviceable 
ams in the kiygdom, the preatest part of which 
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were English. ‘The troops themselves were iy. 2% 


disciplined and unruly; the militia aud the “onde. 
nansd,” or mined peasantry, animated hy a spirit 
of outrage rather than off enthusiasm, evinced he 
disposition to submit to reputation; neither was 
there any branch of administdion free fran the 
grossost disorder, 

The Spanish dullir Ind aw peenerad aecephines in 
Portugal. The reyency, under the pretenee that at 


“edebased foreizn evin would drives the Porturuese 


: 


coin out of circulation, deprived the dellay ef its 
cwront value, This repubittion, trae in principle, 
and applicuble, as tie as the Portuese fokt coin 
(which is of peeuline fineness) was concerned, land, 
however, ® most injurious ellect The Spruish 
dollax was in vontity finer thine the Portuese silver 
cruzado-nova, and worded finally lave maintained 
its vuluo, natwithstundimne this deeres, i! the shar 
thus thrown upon it by the goverment, tack not 
enabled the money chingers to rim its value down 
for the moment; a itter of infinite importinee, for 
the English soldiers aid snilors Deine all paid in 
these dollars, at four shillinys sud sixpenes, which 
was the true value, were this suddenly muleted 
fowrpenes in cach, by the avtificiul depreebtion of 
the moment. ‘The men wtributed this te fraud in 
the shopkeepers, the retail trade of Lishon wis 
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R 
noox they regarded with even less uixiely Huu the hishop 3 
did, as being further removed: thin he was fom 
1808. the immediate theatre of war, Their want of ays. 
"tem and vigilance was evinced hy Che (ollowing fret, 
Sattaro and another person, Lavine contracted for 
the supply of the British troops, demanded, in the, 
name of the English general, all the provisions in 
the public stores of Portugal, and then sold them, 
to the English commissaries for his own profit 
Six John Cradock’s instructions directed shim. to 
reinforce Moore's army, wad not to interfere with 
that ‘gencral’s communk it the course of events 
brought him back to Portugal. tn faet, his 
operations were limited to the holding of Elyas;; 
Almeida, and the capital; for, although he was 
Appendix, directed to encourage the formation of a native 
relent army upon a good and regulur system, and even to 
act in concert with it on the frontie, be ‘was dee 
barred from political interference; even his relative 
situation as to rank, was Jett wnsettled until the 
arrival of Mr, Villiers, to whose direction wl poli- 
tical and imeny military arrangements were ene, 
trusted, = 
It is evident that the infuenee of aw general this 
fettered, and commanding only a small scattered 
e force, must be feeble and inguflicient to produeo any 
real amelioration in the military situntion of the 
country; yet the English ministers, attentive only 
to the false information obtained from interested: 
agents, still imagined that not ouly the Spanish, 
but the Portuguese armies were mmnerous, and-to:- 
be relied upon; and they confidently expected, 
thatthe latter would be able to take an active part: 
in.the Spanish campaign. Cradock, feeling: the, 
danger of this. illusion, made it his first object. to 
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“transmit home exact information of the real stronpth enar. 
and efliciency of theamtive repulie troopx Phey ... - 
weronominlly dwenty thawsaud ¢ but Miguel Pereira ree 
Forjas, military secretary: to the regeney, amt the 
ablest public man Portugal possessed, neknewlediced 
that this foree wns 4. vatllity, aul Cha (here were 
not more than fen thousand stimd of ‘servicethle ¢ 
anng it the kingdom, the greatest part of whieh | 
were English. ‘Che troops themselyes were un. 4% 
disciplined and uuruly; the nilitia and the © arde- 
naned,” ov wined persantyy, nuimated by aw spirit 
‘of outrage ruthor thin of enthusiasm, evineed ne 
disposition to subinit, to repulation; neither wats 
there any branch of tdininistration free trom the 








grossest disorder. 
The Spanish dollte bud a ener aeeephnes in 
Portugal. ‘Tho reyeney, wnder the prefence that a 
-edebased forcign cot would chive the Portusiese 
coin out of cireulation, deprived the dollir of its 
awvont value, ‘This regulation, trae in principle, 
ant applicable, ay fie as the Portycuest pold: coin 4 
(hich ig of peowtine thinness) was concerned, tue, 
howover, n most injurious clleet. ‘Phe Spanish 
dollar was in reality finer thin the Portugaese silver 
awado-nova, wid would finully have maintiined 
its:value, notwithstuuding this deeree, if Che slur 
thus. thrown upon it by the government, lal not 
enabled the money changers to rin its value dow 
for the moment; n matter of infinite Anportinee, for 
the English soldiers und suitors being: all puid in 
these dollars, wt four shillings and sixpence, which 
was'the true vite, were thus suddenly miuleted 
fourpence in cuch, hy the artificial depreciation af 
themoment, The men attributed this to fraud in 
the shopkeepers, the retail trade of Lishon was 
12 


, , ISTORY OF THE 
4 HIST aa 


nook they regarded with even leas unsiety tun the bishop: 
Vie did, as being further romoveck them he was from 
ee the immediate theatre of win Theix want of sya 
~~" tem and vigilance was evineedl by the following fact, 
Sattaro and another person, living contreted: for 

the supply of the British troops, demmunded, in the 
name of the English general, all the provisions in 

the public stores of Dortuyad, and then sold them, 

to the English commissiries for his own profit... 

Sir John Gradock’s instructions directed him to 
‘yeinforee Moore's anny, and not to interfere with 

that genoral’s commuauul if Che course of events 
brought bin back to Portagal. tn fvet, his, 
operations were limited to the holding of Elyas, 
Almeida, and the enpital; for, although he was 
Appendix, directed to encourage the foruvtion of a native 
fection army upén a good and regular system, and even to. 
act in concert with it ou the frontier, he “was de 
barred from politienl interference; even his relative 
situation as to rank, wie left wasettled until. the 
arrival of My, Villiers, to whose direction ull polie 

tical and many militwy urrangements wero oo 

4 trusted. : 
It is evident that the influenes of a general thus 
fettored, and commiuurding only a small seattered, 

@ force, must ho feeble and insufticient to produce any 
real amelioration in the iilitury sition of the 
country; yet the English ministers, attentive only, 

to the false information obtained from interested, 
agents, still imagined that aol ouly the Spanish, 

bat the Portuguese armies wore nmerous, andte 

be relied npon; und they confidently expected, 

that the latter would be able to take wn active, part 
inthe Spanish. eampuign, Cradack, fecling the 
danger of this illusion, made it his first object to, 
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- transmit home exnet drfornution of the veal strength eHae. 
and eficiency of theumtive regular troops, They aa 
weronominuly twenty thousand; bat Miguel Pereira aed 
Forjns, militury seerefary to the ropeney, snd the 
ablest public man Portugal possessed, nehknowledeod 
that thiy forea was a nullity, and drat there were 
not more than ten thoresand stand of ‘serviewnthle cy 
ams in the kingdem, the preatest part of whieh 
were English. ‘The troops themselves were un 
disdiplined and waruly; the militia and the © onde. 
nansd,” ov arined pousnntry, animated hy a spirit 
of outrage ruther than of enthusiasm, evineed ne 
disposition to submit to rewulation : neither wis 
there any branch of administration free from the 





~ prossust disorder. 
The Spanish dollar had wycneral weceplauee in 
Portugal. ‘The regency, under the pretence that a 
debased forcigu coin would drive the Porturrnese 
coin’ out of cireudation, deprived the doll of its 
euvent valuo. ‘This rewelation, true in principle, 
and.applicable, as far as de Portuguese gold coin 
(whieh is of peouliae fineness) was concerned, lid, 
however, & most injurious elleet. The Spanish 
dollar was in renlity finer than the Portuguese silver 
éruzado-nove, and would finally have niaintained 
its value, notwithstanding this decrow, if the slur @ 
thus thrown upon it by the povermnent, tind nat 
enabled the money chuaygers to run its valu down 
for tha moment; a matter of infinite dmportines, for 
the English soldiers und sailors being: all paid in 
‘these dollars, ut four shillings mul sixpenee, whieh 
was the true value, were thus suddenly muleted 
fourpence in cach, by the artificial depreciation of 
“the moment. ‘The mon attributed this to fund in 
the shopkeepers, the retail trade of Lishon wna 
12 
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Book interrupted, and quarrels, between the tradesmen 





Dee. 


and the soldiers took place héeurly. ‘To calm this 
effervescence, a second decree was promulpated, 


‘directing that the dollar should be received at the 


mint and in the public offices at its real value; ‘it 
then appeared that the government could profit by 
coining the dollar of four shillings and sixpence into 
cruzado-novas, a circumstance which gave the whole 
affair the appearance of an unworthy trick to veeruit 
the treasury. This happened in October, and'as 
the financial affairs were il] managed, and the 
regency destitute of viyour or cupicity, the taxes 
were unpaid, the hard cash exhausted, and the 
treasury paper at a heavy discount when Cradock 
arrived, 

Upon tho seroll thus unfolded he could only read 
confusion, danger and misfortune; such being the 
fruits of victory, what could be expeeted from dis 


aster, and at this period (the middlo of December) 


sit John Moore was supposed to be in full retreat 
upon Portugal, followed by the emperor with one. 
French army, while another threatened Lisbon’ by 
the line of the Tagus. The English troops in the 
kingdom did not amount to ten thousand men, in 
eluding the sick, and they were ill equipped and 
scattered; moreover, the capitul was crowded with 
women and children, with baggage and non-cor- 
batants, belonging as well to the army in Spain_as 
to that in Portugal, There were in the river thige. 
Portuguese ships of the line, two frigates, and cight 
other smaller vessels of war, but nono were in a state 
for sea, and the whole likely to full into the hands 
of thé enemy, for in the midst of this confusion sit 
Charles Cotton was recalled, without w successor 
being appointed: The zeal and talents of captain 
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Halket, ‘the senior officer on the stution, amply 
compensator for the departure of thé adminad, os 
fur as professional duties were concerned, but he 
could not aid the peneral, nor deal with the 
regeney, as vigoronsly as wn ofticer af higher rank, 
and formally accredited, could have déne. 
Sir John Cradock, althoneh fully sensible of his 
own difficulties, with a very disinterested zeal, re« 
solved to make the reinforeing of sir Joli Moore'’y 
amy his first care, but his foree at this time wns, 
as T hove already suid, Jess than ton thousand men 
ofall arms. lt consisted of cight British and four 
German battalions of infimtry, four troops of dra 
goons, and thirty pieces of artillery, of whieh, how- 
every only six were horsed so as to tuke the field. 
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Thero was, also, a battalion of the GOL rei sieg, eae 


k's Ts 


ment, composed principally af Prenelimon re. en ane 


entited from the prison ships, hut it hud heen sent 
back from Spain, ax the soldiers could nat be tasted 
near their countrymen, Of these thirteen lutttne 
“lions two were in Abrantes, one in Blvus, three at 
Lamego on the Duere, owe in Almeida, and the 
remaining ix ab Lishon. Three of the four hate 
tations in the north were immediately directed to 
join sir Jolin Moore by the rowte af Sadimnunen, 
and of those in the south, two, tecampaniod by a 
demi-bripade of wlillery, were sent to him from 
Abrantes, by the road af Gustello Branco nnd 
Ciudad Rodripo, 

.Meawhile Mr. Villiers arrived, and sit Jolin 
Cindock forwarded to the repeney tt stronpe re. 
presentation of the dangerous stite of Portal, 
He observed that there was neither uelivily 
im. the government nor cuthusinsm amon the 
people; thet the anny, deficient: in numbers, 
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HOOK and still more so in discipling, was seattered and 
— neglected, mid, notwithstanding that the uspeet of 
a allnirs was so threatening, the regeney were fppa 
rently without any system, or fixed principle. of 
sirJ,ormaction, Ile proposed, therefore, that a general 
te enrolment of all the people should tuke place, and 
Has” from the British stoves he oflered w supply of a 
thousand muskets and ten thousund pikes. This 
giving of pikes to the people, which fpponrs to hayg' 
been in complinnes with Mr, Villiers’ wishes, be. 
trayed more zeal than prudenen; a general levy, 
and arming with pikos of the turbulent populice of 
w capital city, at such a conjunctive, was more 
likely to lead to confusion and utisehicf than to any 
offectual defence. The amin objects presi upon 
the general’s attention were however sulticiontly 
numerous and contradictory, to render it difticult 

for him to avoid errors. 

It was a part of his instructions, and of minilest 
importance, to send reinforcements to sir John 
Moora; yet it was cqually neeessary to keep a 

: force towards the frontier on the line of the ‘Paguy, 
secing that the fourth French corps biul just passed 
Appendix, that river at Almaz, had defeated Galluzzo's wy 
reigg and menace] Badajos, which was without ins, 
ammunition, or provisions; moreover, the popu 
lace there, were in commotion and sliying’ tho 
chicf persons. Now, sir John Cradoek’s instruc 
tions directed him to keep his troops ina position 
that would enable him to abuulon Portugal, ifs 
very superior force should press him; but as, in 
such a case, he was to carry ofl the British 
amy, and the Portuguese ivy anid stores, de 
stroying what he could net remove, and to receive on 
hoard his vessels all the uatives whe might be de 
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sions of escaping, Jt was of pressing necessity to 
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ship the women, children, bagpage, and) other 


encumbrances belonsiue to Moore's aumy, dmme- 
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diately, that his awa rear might be clear tor a Aquwntin, 


sudden embarkation, tn short, he was to send his § 


troops to Spuin, unl yet defend Portugal: to exette 
confidence in the Portuguese, and yet openly to 
cary on the preparations fir ubundoning that 
country. : 

The populace of Lishon were, however, aly uly 
easy at the rumours of an embarkation, and it 
was doubtlul if they would permit even the British 
non-combatants to pet on bond quietly, much less 
asufer the forts to be cisimantled, and the shipa of 
war to be eurricd ofl} without a tamale, whieh, nt 
such a conjimehue, would Inve been fidul to all 
puties. Tence it was imperdive to muiatnin aw 
strony garrison in Lishon and in the forts conmuand- 
ing the mouth of the river, and this draft, towethor 
with the troops absorbed by the fortvosses of Almeida 
and Ulvas, vedneed the fiphtings men in the field to: 
insignilivane. . 

The regency, knowing the temper of the peaple, 
and fearing to am then were nat very eager to 
enfores the levy; mexious, lowever, to hide their 
weakness, they promised, atthe urgent solicitations 
of the English yeneril, to sead sis thonsmul troops 
to Alot, on the Spanish fronties, with ae view 
to observe the marel of the fourth corps, promise 
which they never iutended, and indeed were me 
able, fo perform. Buajus, whe was supposed to 
be very inimical to the Dvitish inflienee, frankly 
deelared tliat they neither could nae world move 
without an advance of money, and sie dol Cradoek, 
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the although he recommended that, this aid should be 
rad given, had no power to grant it himself, 

Deo, —_ Letters from sir John Moore, dated at Salamanca, 
Sir J. Gre now reachadl Lisbon j they inerensed the ibuaiely. ta 
reapatie reinforce the. army in Spain, but, as they clearly 
denees _ ghowed that reverses were to be expected, Cradock,: 
although resolved to maintain himself in Portugal 
as long as it was possible to do so without a breach: 
of his instructions, felt more strongly that timely 
preparation for an embarkation should be made; 
especially as the rainy season, in which vouth west 
winds prevail, had set in, and rendered the depar. 
ture of vessels from the Tagus very uncertain, 
Meanwhile the internal state of Portugal was in no. 
wise amended, or likely to wmend, 

The government had, indecd, issued a deade on 
the 23d of December, for organizing the population 
of Lisbon in sixteen legions, but only one battalion of 
each was to parade at the same moment for exorcise, 
and those only on Sundays, nor were the legions, 
at any:time, to assdinble without the order of the 
general commanding the proyinee ; this yegulation, 
which rendored the whole measure absurd, was 
dictated by the fears of the regency. A proposal 
to prepare the Portuguese vessels for sea was ac. 
ceded to, without any apparent dissutisfietion, but 
the government secretly jealous of their allies, fo- 
mented or encouraged discontent and suspicion 
among the people. No efforts were made to improve 
the regular. force, none to forward tho march of 
troops, to Alcantara, and so inactive or go enllous 
were the regency to the rights of lumanity, that a 
ren, number of French prisoners, captured at various 
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ry Tpenas by the Portuguese, and accumulated at Lis: 
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bon, were denied sybsistenee ; sir John Cradock, aat, 
after many fruitless representations, was forced fees 
charge himself with their supply, to avert the hore tee, 
ror of seeing them starved to death, The provi- 
sions necessary for Vort Ta Lippe were also with- Avogulis, 
held, and general I. eile, acting apon tle authority dens. 
of the repeney, strenuously wed that the British 
troops should evacuate that fortress, 

4 The march®of the veinforeements for sir John 
Moore left only three hundred dragoons and seven 
battalions available for the defence of Portugal, of 
which four were necessarily in garrison, and the 
remainder were unable to take the field in deft | 
of mules, of which animal the country seemed i] 
bereft; yet, at this moment, us if in derision, Mr, 

. Frere, the central junta, the junte of Badujos, tnd 
the regency of Portugal, were, with common and. 
characteristic foolishness, pressing: sir Jolin Cradock 
tomarch into the south of Spin, ulthouugh there sires. Gen. 
was. scarcely a Spanish soldier there in wns to tte 
assist him; and such a moverneut, i ie hed heen sta 
either prudent of practicable, was directly toalant 
his ‘instrnetions, 

Towards the end af December, the somite: 
tion with sir John Moore was suddenly inte rrupted, 
and the line of the Tagus acquired preat impor 
tance. “The troops going from Flvas to the amy in 
Spain were therefore directed to halt at Castello 
Branco, and general Richard Stewart, who com. 
manded them, beings reinforced with two lndred 
cavalry, was orderod, for the moment, to watel: the 
roads by Salvationra and the two Tdimhas, and to 
protect the flying bridges at Abrantes and Ville 
Velha fram the enemy's inevrsiow, At the seme 
time, a promise was obtained front the re eweney Chat 
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all the Portuguese troops in the Alemtojo should 
be collected at Campo Mayor and Portalegre. 

Sir John Cradock fixed upon Sacavem as the 
position in which his main body should be concen: 
trated, intending to defend that point as long as he 
could with so fow troops; and as hoe know thet 
Almeida, although full of British stores, and im. 
portant in every way, was, with respect to its owh 
defence, utterly neglected by the “regency, who * 
regarded with jealousy even the presence of ‘1 
British foree there; he sent brigadier-penoral A, 
Cameron, with instructions to collect the conva 
lescents of Moore’s army, to unite them with the 
two battulions still at Almeida, and then to make 
his way to the army in Spain; but if thet should 
be judged too dangerous, he was to retwn to 
Lisbon. In either case, the stores and the sick 
men lying at Almeida were to he direetod pon 
Oporto. v 
The paucity of cavalry was severcly felt on the 
frontier; it preventéd the general from ascertaining 
the real strength and objects of the enemy's parties, 
and the Portuguese reports were notoriously contr 
dictory and false. The 4th dragoons, seven hun 
dred strong, commanded by major-general Cotton, 
had been disembarked since tha 22d of December, 
and were destined for the army in Spain. But the 
commissary doubted if he could forward that small 
body even by detachments, such was the penny of 
the country, or rather the diflieulty of drawing 
forth its resources; many debts of sir Joh Moore's. 
army were also still unpaid, and a want of confidence 
prevented the country people from bringing in sup« 
plies upon credit. : 

Tn the midst of these difliculties, rumors of re 
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infantry, and two thonsnud envalry, the adynnced 


aad of thirty thousand EPrench troops, were 
actually at Merida, on the read to Dadajos; the 
Jatter town being, not only ina stite of annechy, 
hut destitute of provisions, wms, and aumunition. 
Had the Portuguese force been assembled at Alean- 
tera, ait Joly Cradock would lave supported it 
with the British brigades, from Abrantes ad Cus- 
tello Branco, but not ek mun had been put in motion, 
and he, feeling no confidence either in the troops 
or promises of the regeney, resolved (o coneentrite 
his own army near Lisbon. General Stewart was, 
therefore, directed to destroy the bridges of Villa 
Volho ond Abruntes, amd fall beck to Saenvem, 
Meanwhile, the Lishon populkee, supposing (rt 
the English general desipned to abandon them 
without necessity, were violently exettad, ‘The 
roponey, either from fear ar folly, nude ue eflort 
to preserve trangitlity, and the people proceeded 
from one excess to tothey andl it heen evident 
tht, in a forced caiburkation, the British would 
have to fight theiy allies us well as their enemies. 
At this gloomy peviod when ten marches would 
“have brought the Prench to Lishon, when a stamp 
of Napoleon's foot would lune: extinguished thit 
spark of war which alterwards bhized over the 
Peninsula, sir Jol Moove nude his daring: nave 
ment upon Behagin, and Porhysl, gasping: ws in 
> we mortal agony, wos instastly relieved, 
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voox Ir was thé advanced puard of the fourth corps 
that had approached Merida with the metention: of 
oe proceeding to Badajos, and the emperor Was, as wo 
« have scen, preparing to follow; but, in the night 
of the 26th of December, an aftiear carrying the 
ve Songndis, intelligence of Moore's movement, reached Merida, 
ions Land and, next morning, the French marching hastily 
to the Tugus, crossed it, and rejoined their mein 
body, from which another powerful detachment was 
immediately directed upon Placentia. This: retro: 
grade movement obviated the immediate danger, ' 
and sir John Cradock endeavoured to pacity the 
people of Lisbon. Ordering Stewart's brignde, which 
had been strengthened by two German battalions, to 
halt at Santarem, he explained bis own motives.to 
the Portuguese, and urged the repeney to a more 
frank and vigorous system, than they hat hitherto 
followed ; for like the Spanish juntas, they promised 
every thing, and performed nothing; ueither would 
they, although consenting, verbally, to all the 
measures proposed, ever commit themselves hy wri 
Appendix, ting, having the despicable intention of afterwards 
tind. disclaiming that which might prove disaprecable to 
the populace, or even to the Mronch. Sir John 
Cradock, however, had no power beyond his own 
personal influence to enforce attention to his wishes; 
no successor to sir Charles Cotton had yat arrived, 
and Mr. Villiers scems to have wanted the decision 
and judgement required to mect such a momentous 

crisis, 
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In the north, general Cameron, huving sent the 
sick men and part of the stores from Almeida to- ~~ 
wards Oporto, gave up tit fortress to sir Robert 
Wilson, and on the 6th of January, marched, with 
two British battalions and a detachment of conve 
lescents, by the ‘Tras ox Montes to join the amy in 
Spain. On the 9th, hearing of sir John Moore's 
yetrent to Corufia, he would have returned to Al- 
meida, but Lapisse, who had taken Zamora, dierent 
ened to intereept his line of march, whereupon he 
made for Lamego, and advised sir R. Wilson to 
retire to the sume place, Colonel Blunt, with seven 
companies, escorting & convoy for Moore’s army, 
was likewise forced to tike the road ta Oporto, cand 
on that city all the British stores and detachments 
were now directed, 

Notwithstanding the general dismay, sir 2. Wil- 
gon, who had been reinforced by some Spanish 
troops, Portuguese volunteers, aul strugeling eon 
yoleseents of the British army, rejected Cameron's 
advice, and proceeded to practise all the arts af an 
able partizan--that is to any, enticing the Irench 
to desert, spreading false reports of hiss own nine 
bers, and, hy petty enterprizes and prent activity, 
arousing a spirit of resistance throughout the Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo country, 

The continued influx of sick men and stores: at 
Oporto, together with the prospect of pyeneral 
Cameron’s arrival there, became a source of uneasi- 
ness to sir John Crudock. Oporto, with « shifting- 
bar and shoal water, is the worst possible harbour 
‘for vessels to clear out, und one of the most dan- 
‘gevous for vessels to lie off, at Chat season of the year; 
hence, if the enemy advanced in force, n erent loss, 
both of men and stores, was to be anticipated. 
The departure of sir Charles Cotton had diminished 
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NOOK the naval means, and, for seventeen suecesasive days, 
‘suoh was the state of the wind (iit no vessel could 
me: leave the ‘Tagts; enptain Llutket, however, eons. 
ge vas trived at last to aie ta Opurta Lonninge for typ 
Crdeck’s thousund persons, aut unlertook to keep a. sloop of 
Correspon- 
dane, war oll’ that. pluce. Sir Samuel Pood also tlege 
’ ‘patched soins vessels trom Viee, bat the weather 
continned fora long time so unfavourable thiut these: 
transports contd not enter the liarboar, and the. 
encumbrances hourly increasing, wt last produced 
the most seriaus embarrassnients. : 
Sir Jolin Moore having now relinquished hig 
commuunieations with Portugal, sir dolar Cradock! 
had to. consider how, relying on his own resourecs, 
he could best fulfil his instructions and ghatutain 
his hold of that country, without risking the utter 
destruction of the troops intrusted to his cure, 
For an inferior amy Portugal hus no defensible 
frontier. The rivers, generuly rimings cast and . 
west, are fordable in most places, subject to sudden: 
vises.and falls, alfering but weak lines af resistance,” 
and with the exception of the Zevere, presenting 
no obstaeles to the adyanee of wm enemy penetrating: 
by the enstern frontier, Phe mountiius, indeed, 
afford many fine and some impregnable positions; 
but such is the length of the frontier line and the 
difficulty of Interal communications, that a general 
who should. attempt to defend it against superior’. 
forees would visk ta be cut off from the capital if 
he concentrated his troops; und if he extended: 
thom his line would be immediately broken. The 
possession of Lishon constitutes, in fret, the pose 
session of Portugal, south of the Duero, and an 
inferior amy can. only protect Lisbou by keeping 
close to the capital. 
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Sonsible af this truth, sir John Gradock adopted CHAP 
the Freneh colonel Vincente's views for the detineg -—— 


of Lishou, wad prevewded, on the ath of Jammy, 
with seventecn himdred men, to oeenpy tho heizhts 
behind the eveck of Saenvenm Jeaving, however, 
three thousaud amen in the forts and. batteries at 
- Lisbon, At the eamnest request of the reeeney, who 
in return promised to assemble the native troops at 
Thomar, Abrantes, and Villa Velha, he ordered 
general Steware’s brigade, two thousand seven tun 
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"died strong, to halt at Suntarem ; but the men hid sie gone * 


been marching for a month under incessant vain, 


ernined, and in common with the vest of the amy 
‘they wanted shacs, 

Cameron heing now on the Douro, Kemmis with 
the 40th regiment at [lyas, and the main hedy 
- under Cradock fale on Bantam and Lishon, this 

amy. not execeding ten thousand men, but with the 
encumbrances of mm army of forty theusnud, was 
placed on the Unvee podits ofa trivngle, the shortest 
side of whieh was above a dundved and fifty miles. 
Tho general commanding could not Iving: ito the 
field above five ‘inal men, nor could that nium. 
ber'be assembled dua condition for serviee wt any 
one point of the frontier, under three weeks ora 
month; moreover, the uneertuinty of remaining in 
the country at all, vendored it difiente to feed the 
troops, for the conunissioners hein unable to make 
large contructs foe a fixed time, were forced ta carry 
on, ag itavere, o redail system of supply. 

AM this moment of extrame wenkness, Mr rere, 

with indofitignble folly, was urging sir John Cra- 
~ dock to make a diversion in Spnip, by the line of the 
Tagus, and My. Villiers wax as carnest thit he 


we 
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00K should send a force by sea to Vigo. Tliy own i. 
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structions preseribed the rere) of Lishon, 
Elvas, and Almeida; the assembling, in concert with 
the native government, of an Anglo-Portugness 
army on the frontier, and the sending of suceoms 
to sir John Moore. . Cradock’s mens were so scanty 


“ that the attaiuments of any anc of those objects 


was scarecly possible, yet Mr, Canning writing 
officially to Mr. Villiors at this epoch, as if a mighty 
and well-furnished army was in Portugal, enforced 
the “ necessity of continuing to maintain possession 
of Portugal, as long as could be done with the. force 
intrusted to sin John Cradock's command, remembers 
ing always that not. the defence of Portugal atone, 
but the employment af the enemy's military force, 
and the diversion which would be tas created Dh 
Javour of the south of Spain, were objects not to be 
abandoned, except in case of the mast evtreme neces. 
sity” The cnemy's military force! Tt was. three 
hundred thousand men, and this despatch wag a 
pompous absurdity, Che ministers and their agents 
eternally haunted by the phantoms of Spanish and 
Portuguese mmies, were incaptble of perceiving 
the palpable bulk and substance of the French 
hosts; the whole system of the ewhinet was one of 
shifts and expedients, every week produced a fresh 
project, and minister and agent, slike, followed his 
own views, without reference to any fixed principle; 
the generals were the only persons not empowered 
to arrange military operations, 

The number of officers employed to discover the 
French movement, enabled Cradock, although his 
diréct communications were interrupted, to obtain 
intelligence of Moore’s advance towards Sahagun } 


* wherefore, he again endeavoured to send a rein 
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difficulty of getting: supplics, however, finally ITs moe 
duced him to accede to Mv. Villiers’ wishes, and on Junmry, 
the 12th of Jannary he shipped six hundred cn- ale John 
very and thirteen hundred tifintry, meaning to tis 
send them to Vigo; but while they were still in thie jemens 
Tagus, intelligence of the retreat upon Corafin was 
received, and the troops were disembarked, 
Phe Mth of Jamiary the Conqueror line-of-battle- 
ship, having admiral Berkeley on board, renched 
Lisbon, and for the first time since sir John Cram mooie 
dock took the command af the troops in Portugal, 454 
ho received a communicution from the ministers in 
England. Lenow appenred that their thoughts were 
Jess intently fixed upon the defeonee of Portugal 
than’ upon getting’ possession of’ Cadiz. Their 
anxiety upon this subject lad somewhat subsided 
after the battle of Vimeira, Init it revived Withprenter 
vigour when sir olin Moore, coutermphiting a moves 
ment in the south, supeested the propriety of 
secwing Cadiz us a plice af arms, and in Jiuumary 
"an expedition was prepared ta suit for that town, 
with the desiew of eshthlishing anew base of ope. 
rations for the Fhyglish army. ‘This project failed, 
“Dut ‘the following purtionlus of tha transaction 
afford ample proof of the perplexed unstuble natnre 
of the minister's policy. 


fordement into Spain,by the way of Almeida. The ontar, 


x 





NEGOTIATION FOR cries OCCUPATION OF CADIZ, 


While it was still uiknown in Ruyland that the feats tal 


: before Pare 
supreme junte had fed from Araujues, sir George imaatty 
Smith, who had condueted Spencer's nepotintion 
in 1808, was again seut to Cadiz to prepare the 
Way for the reception of an English garrison. Pour 
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vook thousand 'men destined for tus service were then 
embarked at Portsmouth, general Sherbrooke who 

daeue: commanded them, was fist directed to toned: at 
Lisbon on his way to Cadiz; he was afterwards 
desired to make for Cornfia to be at the order of 
sir J, Moore; yet finally, his foree heing increased 
to five thousand men, he sailed on the 1dth: of 
January for Cadiz, under his first instenetions, 
My. Frere was then directed to negotiate for thé 
admission of these troops into Cadiz, as the only 
condition upon which « British army could be en 
ployed to aid the Spanish cause in that part of the 
Peninsula, 

As the reverses in the north of Spain became 
known, the importunee of Cadiz inercased, and 
the importance of Portugal deereased in the eyes 
of the English ministers, Sir Jolin Cradock was 

Appondis, made acquainted with Sherbrooke’s destination, 
and was himself commanded to obey my requisition 

Appendix, for troops that might be made by the Spanish junta; 

Ne5 and so independent of the real stute of witluirs were 
the ministerial arrangemonts, that Cradock, whose 
despatches had been one continued complaint of his 
inability to procure horses for his own artillery, 
was directed to furnish them for Sherbrooke’s, 

Sir George Smith, a man somewhat hasty, but 
of remarkable zeal and acuteness, left Unglant 
about the middle of December; and, on his arrival 
at Cadiz, at once discovered that thera, as in every 
other part of the Peninsula, all persons being or 
gaged in theorics ov intrigues, nothing’ useful for 
defence was exeented. Tho rampurts of the city 
were in tolerable condition, but senrecly any gun 
were mounted, while, two miles in front of ‘the 
town, an outwork had been commenced upon such 
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a senle that it could not possibly he finished under Ona 
four months, and, ulter the slow mode of Spanish aoe 
proceedings, would have tuken as inany yes to Pebrony. 


camplete. 

fora solid defunce of all the fortifientions, sir 
George Smith judged thit twenty Chousnid good 
troops would he requisite, but that ten thousand 
would suflice for the city, there were, however, 
only five thousand militia and volunteers in the 
place, and not w regtar soldier under arms, neither 
any within rench, ‘The mumber of puns mounted 
gud to be mouated exceeded four hundred ; to serve 
them, two hanilred und fifty peasants and volintvers 
were enrolled, and, being clothed in uniforms were 
called artillery-men, 

Knowing nathing of sir Jol Moore's maveh to 
Sahagun, sir George Smith naturally calculated 
upon the immediute approach of the Feench ; where- 
fore scetng the helpless state of Cadiz, and being 
assured that the people would willingly admit an 
English purrison, lie wrote to sir John Cradoek for ‘ 
troops. ‘The latter, Little thinking: that, at sueh ” 
aconfuncture, the supreme junta would be*imore 
Jealous of their allies Chan feuful of their enemies ; S23. bre 
judging ulso, from the tenor of his huest instruc. 





consonant to the iminister’s wishes ; immediately 
ordered colonel Kemmis to proceed from Blyns 
with the fortieth regiment, hy the route of Seville, 
and, at the same time, embarking three thousand 
of the hest (oops at Lishon, sent them to Cadiz. 
This foree, commanded by major-genera Macken- 
ae, sailed the 2d Vebruary, and reached their des- 
tination- the 6th of the sume month, 

‘Meanwhile, Mr. Vrere, although acquainted with Pet ia, 
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nook the sailing of Mackenzie's armament, was ignorant 
- that sir Georg Smith iad applic to the govern 
Pease of Cadiz for permission to take military Possession 
of that town; for Smith had no instructions to 
correspond with Mr. Frore, and the Intter had opened 
a separate nepotiation with the central junta at 
Appendixy Seville, in which he ondeavoured toe pave the 
way for the occupation by proposing’ to have the 
troops admitted as guests, and he sent Mr, Stuart 
to arrange this with the local authorities. Mp, 
Frere had, however, meddled much with the 
personal intrigues of the day, he was, morcover, 
of too slender a capacity to uphold the dignity and’ 
just influence of a preat power on such an ocension, 
and the flimsy thread of his negotiation snapped 
under the hasty touch of sir George Sinith, The 
supreme junta, averse to every thing that tluroatened 
to interrupt their éourse of sluggish indoleneo, had 
sent the marquis de Villel, a member of their own 
body, to Cadiz, avowedly to prepare the way. for 
Sle admission of the troops, but, in reality, to 
“thwart that measure; lence the cireumstanae ‘of 
Mackenzie's arrival, with wn object cliflerent from 
that announced by Mr, Treve, was instantly taken 
advantage of to charge England with treachery, 
The junta, knowing Mar, Hrere to be their own 
ra Yel, dupe, believed, or affected to believe, that he was 
also the dupe of the English minister, and that the 
whole transaction was an arlilice, on the part of 
the latter, to get possession of the efty witha 
Appendix, felonious intent, The admission of the British troops 
Noo “was nevertheless carnestly desired by the inhabis 
tants.of Cadiz, and of the neighbouring tuwns; and 
this feeling was: so well understood ly Mr, Stuart 
and sir George Smith, that they would, notiith 
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standing the reluetayee of the supreme junta, have aH an. 

brought the allhir to a good conclusion; but, at 
the most critical period of the negotiation, the tore Parnes 
mar-was sent on a secret mission to Viennn, hy the 

way: of Tricalo, mid the latter, who was in bad health, 

died about tha same period; thus the negatintion 

failed for want ofa head to couduet it, 

<General Mackonvie, dike sir George Smith, 
thought that the object might be attained: he 
observed, indead, that the people, far from sts. 
pecting any danger, were ignorant of or incredulous 
of the reverses in the north, that nothing had been 
done towards equipping (he fleet for sea, and that, 
notwithstanding the cumest remonstrinees of ad- 
inival Pinvis und Mr, Stuart, the Spaniards would 
neither work themselves nor pormit the Euglish 
‘sailors to work for thems; but he also stw that the 
public feeling was fivownble to’ the British troops 
and the good will of the peaple openly expressed, 
Tho aflairwas, however, now in Cus hands of My 
Frere, oe 
Tn the course of the negotiations enurried an by 
that minister, the supreme jimtic had proposed, 

1% That the troops should dand ne Port St. 
Mary's, to be quartered there aud iw the neighbour 
ing: towns--2", ‘Phat they should join Cueste's 
amy.—8°. ‘That they should yo to Catalonia, 
4 That they should be parceled ont ins small 
divisions, to be attnehed to the dilerent Spanish 
armies, Nay, untaught by their repented disasters, 
and protending: to hold the English soldiery cheap, 
those self-sufliciont mon proposed that Ue British 
should garrison the minor fortresses on the: coast, 
in order to release no equal mouber of Spaniards 
for.the field. 
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My. Frere wished to accent the first of those 
proposals, but general Mackensio, sir George Smith, 
and Max, Stuart agreed that it would bo injuriois 
“for many reasons; not the least urgent of which 
was, that as the troops conld not have been em, 
barked agair without some national dishononr, they 
must have marched towards Cuesta, tnd thing have 
been involved in the campaign without obtaining 
that which was their sole object, dhe possession of 
Cadiz as a place of arms. i 

My. Frere then sugyestetl w modification of th 
second proposal, namely, to leave a small garrison: 
in Cadiz, and to join Cuesta with the remainder of 
the troops. At this time sir G Smith was dead; 
Mr. Stuart had embarked for Trieste; and general 
Mackoiizio, reluctant to oppose My, Frore's wishes, 
consented to march, if the necessary equipmetits 
for his foree could bo procured ; “but he observed, 
that the plan was contrary to his instructions, and 
to the known wishes of the Jnglish government, 
and liable, in part, to tha same objections ag the: 
“first proposition. ‘This was ou tha [8th of Feb 
roary; on the 22d, a popular tamulé commenced 
in Cadiz. i 

The supreme junta, desiroud to shew that the 
city did not require an Enplish garrison -for-ils 
protection, had sent there two repiments, composed 
of Poles, Germans, und Swiss, desarters or pre 
soncrs, The people, aware thut the jumta disliked 
and intended to disarm the volunteers of Cadiz, 
were justly offended that deserters should’ be 
trusted in preference to themselves ; they stopped 
the cowricr, opened the despatches fram’ Seville, 
and imprisoned the marquis of Villel, who was ob 


. noxious, because, while mild to persotis stspected 
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of favouring the French, he liad harshly or rather Olan. 
bratally punished some Tulies of rank. Proceeding — 
from one violence to another, the populace enden- salina: 
youred to kill the state prisoner, and heing pre- 
vented in that, committed other excesses, and 
murdered don Joseph Teredia, the: collector of 
publie rents. During the tumult, whieh lasted 
two days, the disembarkation of the English troops 
was repeatedly culled for by the mob, and two 
British officers being sent on shore as mediators, 
were received with enthusiasm, and obeyed with 
respect, a manifest proof of the correct: view taken 
by sir George Smith, 

The 24th, tranquillity was resorted; tha 26th, 
general Mackonzig, not Iiwing received (rom Ma, 
Frere an answer to his letter of the 18th, suppested 
that of the three Mnetish battalions then inthe har- 
bour, two should be placed in Cadiz, and that the aria 
third, procecing to Seville, should there unite 
with the 40th regiment, wand both together mare 
to jom Cuesta, May Frere, however, instend of , 
addressing the junta with we authority and dignity 
becoming the representative of a great nation, on 
whose support the independence of the whole 
Peninsula rested, had been endeavouring: to goin 
his. end by subtlety, ‘Phe object was one that 
England had a right to seek, the Spanish mers no 
right to refuse, for the people wished to farther it, 
and the-threat of an appeal to them would soon 
have silenced the feeble negative of such « despi- 
‘cable and suspected povernment,. Mr, Frere, ine. 
capable of takings a single and enluped, view, 
‘pressed a variety of trifling points, and discussed 
thom with the seeretury af the junta, with more 
rogard togppistolury dexterity than to useful diplos_ 
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Book macy}; and when his opponent, conceded the great 
— point of admitting Woops at all, broke olf the nego: 
pice tiation, upon the question, whether the number ig, 
he admitted should be one ar two thousand mens 
ag if the way to drive a wedge was with the broad, 

end foremost. 

Solfbafled in that quarter, the British plenipe: 
tentiary, tuming towards Guosti, the avowed enemy 
of the junta, and one much feared by then, sought. 
to seenre his assistance by holding out the Juve of 
having a British foree added to his command, but 
the sarcastic old general derided the diplomatist; 
Although I do not,” suid he, “ discover any great: 
diffculty.in the actual state of things, whieh should. 

raat oto, prevent his British majesty’s troops from gnavisoning. 
Cadiz under such terms, and for the purpose which 
your excellency proposes, Iam fir from supposing’ 
that.the supreme jlinta, which is fully persuaded of 
. * the importance of our nnion with England, is not, 
grounded in its objections; and your execlleney, 
knows that it is sufficient that they should” have 
them, to prevent my giving any opinion. on so ime’ 
portant. a measure, dees they sharld cousild mes 
With regard to the 4,800 men, which your excels 
lency is pleased to mention, there is. na dowbt that 
I stand in need of them ; hut flatter myself, Eng 
land, sensible of the importance of Estremndura,: 
will even lend. me much greater assistanee, partion 
larly if, from any- change Of cirevmstunces,. the 
supreme junto should no longer manifest the repug- 
nance we spenk of.” a 
‘Thig answer. having frustrated the projected in 
trigué, My. Frere, conseious perhaps of diplomatic: 
_ Incapacity, returned with renewed ardour to the task: 
a directing the military affairs, in every Fart of the 
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Peninsula. He had seen an intercepted letter of cnaP, 
Soult's, addressed to the king, in which the DEJ CCL mmm 
of penetrating into Portugal wos mentioned ; and petmry. 
immediately concluding that general Mackenzie's 

troops would he wanted for the defence of Chat king 

dom, counselled him to abaidon Cadiz and return to 

Lisbon} but the general, who knew that, even 
should he return, a successful defence of Portugal 

with so few troops would be impossible, and that 

every precaution was wlreuly taken for an ambur , 
kation in the last extremity, observed, that “ the 

danger of: Lisbon rendered the occupation of Cadiz 

more important.” 

General Mackenzie's reply was wrilten the 26th 

of February, On the 8d of Marvel he reecived 
another despatch from Mr. Brore. Cadiz, gud the 

danger of Portugal, seemed te have passed from fipveuullsy 
the writer's mind, aud were unnoticed; entering 

into a minutely inneenrale stilement of the situation 

of the French and Spanish armies, le observed, that 

Soult having failed in an attempt to penetrate Por 

tugal by the Minho, i wus iapossible Sram the pox’ 

sition of the Spanish farces, assisted as Uhey tere ty 

the Portuguese, that he contd persevere in his plan, 
Wherefore, he propostd that the British foree then 

in the harbowr of Gadi shonkd proceed immediutely 

to Tarrayona, to wid Reding, and this wild seheme 

was only frustrated by un unoxpeeted despatel: (rout appondis, 
sir John Cradock, reetlling the troops to Lishon. a 
They arrived there on the 1@th of March; and 

thus ended a transnetion clearly indicuting an un- 

settled policy, shallow combinations, and oy bad 

choice of ugents on the part of the Huglish cabinet, - 

and a most unwise and muyorthy disposition in the 
supreme jifita. 





138 
Hook 
Vis 


1809. 


TUSTORY OF CTU 


General Mackenzie attributed the jealousy op 
tho latter to French influence ; Mr. Frere to. the 
abrupt proceedings of sir George Smith, and to 
fear, lest the junta of Seville, who were contin. 
ally on the watch to recover their ancient power, 
should represent the adimission of the British troops 
as a treasonable proceeding on the part of the sy. 
preme government, It is, however, evident the 
the true cause was the fulse position in which the 
English ministers had originally placed themselves, 
by inundating Spain with arms and money, without 
at the same time asserting a just influence, and 
making their assistance the price of pood order and 
useful exertion. 
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‘CHAPTER LL 


‘ton effort made to secure Gadi was an act of 


disinterested zenl on the part of sir Jolm Cradock, 
The absence of his best troops exposed him to the 
most galling peevishness from the regeney, and to 
the grossest insults from the populace; with his 
reduced force, he could not expeet to hold even a 


‘contracted position at the extremity of the rock of 


Lisbon aguinst the weakest wimy likely to invade 
Portugal ; and as there was neither a muive foree 
nor a government to be depended upon, there re- 
mained for him only the prospect of a foreed and, 
consequently, dispraceful embarkation, wad the u- 
deserved ohloqny | that never fuils to follow disaster, 
In this disnereanble sitnation, us Elvas and Al- 
meide no longer contained British troops, lis atten 
tion was necessarily fixed upon Lisbon and upon 
Oporto, which the violence of the gules Inul rendered 
‘a sealed port; meuwhile, the hoxpitels und mug 
zines of Almeida, and even those of Srlameanene 
being sont to Taumepgo, had crowded that place with 
fifteon hundred sick men, hesides escorts and hourly 
accumulating stores. ‘The Douro had overflowed, 
the craft could not ply, one large bout attempting 
to descend was overset, iu eighty persona, soldiers 
and others, had perished, General Cameron tlso, 


hearing of this confusion, relinquished the idea of 


embarking at Oporto, and, re-erossing the Douro, 


made for Lisbon, where he wrrived the beginning of 


February, with two thousnnd men, who were worn 
with fatigue, having: marched eight hundred iniles 
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BOOK. under continued rains, Sir Robert Wilson had sexi 





his guns to Abrantes, hy the road of Iduuha Nova, 


Pane but, partly from a spirit of adventure, partly fra 
Appondix, 21 erroncous idea that sir John Cradock wished 


No. 6, 
sect, 1, 


him to defend the frontier, he remained with hij 
infuitry in the neighhaurhoad af Gindad Rodvigg, 
His force had‘been increased by Spanish detach. 
ment ‘inder Don Carlus d'Expafin, and by some 
voluntecrs, but it was still weak, and his oporatteig 
were necessarily confined to a few trifling skin 
mishes: yet, like many others, his imapiuation s 
far outstripped his judgment, that, when he had only 


Avpendtx, felt the advanced post of a single division, he ex. 
sect. pressed his conviction that the French were Boh 


to abandon Spuin'altogether, 

Sir John Cradock entertained no sneh false ‘ox. 
pectations, he was informed of the battle of Coruita 
and the death of Moore, and he knew too well the 


. vigour and talent of that general to doubt that he 


had been oppressed by an overwhelming: foree; 
he knew also that Zaragezn hind fillon, and thet 
twonty-five thousand French troops were thus fee 
to act'in other quarters ; he knew that Soult, with 
at least twenty thousand men, was on the Minho; 
that Romana was incapable of making any head; 
that Portugal was one wide secne of helpless con 
fusion, and that a French mmmy was vpuin in the 
neighbourhood of Merida, threatening Lisbon by ; 
the line of the Tagus; in fine, tht his own embar 
yassments were howly increasing, and that the - 
moment was arrived when the safety of his troops 
was the chief consideration. The tenor of the few 
despatches he had received from England Jed him 


quantix, to suppose that the ministers designed fo abandon 


sect, Le 
e 


Portugal; but, as their intentions on that heed 
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were never clearly explained, he resolved to ubide OAR, 
by the literal interpretation of his first instructions, er 
and to keep his hold of the country as long as it pubeuny. 
was possible to do so without risking the utter 
destruction of his army. To avoid thit danger, he 

put every incumbrance at Lisbon on bord the 
transports. in the Tans; proceeded to dismantle 

the batteries at the mouth of the river, and in con- 

cert with the admiral, made preparations for carry 

ing away or destroying the military end naval 

stores in the arsenal, At the sume time, he re- 

newed his eflorts to emburk the sick men and stores 

at Oporto ; but the weather continued so unfi- 
yourable that he was finully obliged to remove the 
invalids and stores by lund, yet he could not pro- 

eure carringes for the whole, 

After the arrival of Cameron's detachment, the 
effective British forces iuneler ams, including: con- 
volescents wad fifteo hundred stragglers from sir 
John Moore's army, was about eight thousanel men, Appendix, 
yet when the security of the forts and inugusines, 
and the tranquillity of Lishon, was provided tor, 
only five thousand men, nud those not in the best 
order, could be Drought into the field, As this 
foree. was infinitely foo weak to cover such a town 
as Lishon, the general judged that it would be 
unwise to take up w position in advance, whence 
he should be obliged to retront through the midst 
of a turbulent aud exeited population, which had 
drendy, given too nuny indications of il-tomper to 
leave any doubt of its hostility under such cirenm- 
stancos, Llo, therefore, cme te the resolution of 
withdrawing tom Saccavem and.Lishon, to concen 
trate his whole foree one position at Passa D°Arcos appentts, 


near the. mouth of the river, where he could embark Pets > 
* 
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nook with least danger, and where he had the beat change 

—— of defending himself, Hf necessary, aguinst superior 

Penmay numbers. 

This reasoning wos sound, and Gradock’s* inten. 

tion was, undoubtedly, not to quit Portugal, unless 

driven from it by Sores, or ir prosuanee of orders 

n England, his arrangements, however, seem to 

have carried more the appearance of wlarm thay 

wes either politic or necessary; the position of 

Passa D'Arcos might have been prepared, and the 

means necessary for an embarkation secured, and 

yet the bulk of the troops kept in advance until the 

last moment.. To display w bold and confident front 

in war is, of all things, the most essential, as well 

to impose upon friends ay upon enemies 5 str John 

Cradock did not fail to oxperience the truth of this 

maxim. The population of Lishon, alarmed ‘by 

the reverses in Spain, yet, like all the people tn 

the Peninsula, confident in their own prowess and 

resolution until the very moment of uttuck, beeame 

extremely exasperated; the regency, partly from 

their natural folly and insincerity, but more from 

the dread of the lower orders, courtertuneed, if they, 

did:not instigate, the Jatter to conmit excesses, and 

to interrupt the proceedings of the British naval 

Avnondis, and military authorities, ‘The measures af precew 

tion8,”"" tion relative to the forts hud oviphuated with the 

regency, yet.they now formally protested upainst 

them,. and, with a view to Ahamper the general, 

encouraged their subalterns to make many false and 

even ridiculous charges against tho British exeer, 

tive officers ; and it would appenr that tho remon 

strances of the admiral and generals were but im 
perfectly supported by Mr. Villiers. 

In this manner the people's violence was nourished 
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until the city was filled with imult; mobs, armed CHAy. 
with Ruglish pikes wud muskets, collected night and er 
day in the streets and an the high-rouds, and under velmmty. 
the pretext of seeking for and killing’ Frenchmen, 
attacked indiseriminutely all forvigners, even those Armee 
in tho British servies wearing the British uniform, ton 4 
The guarda, who endeavored to protect: the vietiggt 
of this ferocity, wore insulted; couriers, passing 
with despatches, were intereepled and deprived of 
their papers; English officers were outraged in the 
streets, and sueh was the audacity of the people that 
the artillery was placed in the squares, in expecta. 
tion of an allray. ‘The state of Lishon was similar 
to what it had been at the period of Jimot's con- 
vention, and if the British liad abandoned the 
country at this time, they would have been assailed 
with as mueh obloquy by the Portngnese 5 for such 
has been, and will be, the fate of wll unsuecesstil 
auxiliaries: w reflection that should render histo- 
tins cautious of adopting accusations upon the 
authority of native writers on the like oceasions. 

This spirit was not confined to Lisbon, In 
Oporto the disposition to insult the British wna 
more openly encoumnged than in the eapital, the 
government of the multitude was more decidedly 
pronounced ; fram the cities it spread to the vil- 
lages. The people of the Alemtojo frontior were, appenirs, 
indeed, remarkably apathetic, but, from the Minko font 
tothe Toys, the country was in horvible confusion; 
the soldiers wore scattered, without regard to mili+ appendix, 
tary aystem, and being unpaid lived at free quar- le aa 
ters; the peasantry of the country assemblingy in 
bands; and. the populace of the towns in mobs, 
intercepted the communications, appointed or dis« 


placed the generals at their pleasure, und massuered 
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noox all persons of whom they were suspicions: the 
YE ammunition which had been supplied from Eng. 


1809. Jond was wasted, by constant firing’ in token of 
February. ’ 





insubordination, and ay if the very genins of con. 
fusion was abroad, some of the British troops, 
principally matingerers,* of sir John Moore's ariny, 
Apeniisy added their quota of misconduct, to increase the 
ton general distress. 

The leading instigator of the excesses at Oporto 
was one Raymundo, a coadjutor and creature of 
the bishop's, a turbulent and cruel fellow, who by 
taking a share in the first insurrection against the 
French obtained a momentary influence, and hag 
since been elevated, by a very eredulous writer, into 
a patriotic hero, Tle was, however, a worthless 
coward, fitted for secret villany, and incapable of 
a noble action. 

This state of ‘afairs, productive of so much 
misery and danger, continuing, without intermig. 
sion, caused many of the upper classes to despair 
of their country’s safety by war, and inereased 
the number of those who, wishing to attach thom- 
selves to the fortune of Trance, were ready: to 
accept of a foreign prince for their sovereign, if 
with him they could obtain trancuillity and on 
ameliorated constitution; and when soon after 
wards, the edge of the enemy’s sword, falling upon 
the senseless multitude, filled the streets of Oporto 
with blood, there was a powerful Vroneh panty 
in Portugal. The bulk of the people were, how: 
ever, stanch in their country’s vanse; they were 
furious and disorderly, but imbued with hatred 
of the Trench, ready at the call of honour, and 


* An appellation givon among soliicrs to mon wha, under qratenes of algke 
ness, shrink from tho performanee of their dutiog in the Geld, 
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susceptible of discipline, without any loss of onan, 
energy ae “1009. 
The turbulence of the citizens, the remonstrances  pfarch, 
of the regency, and the representations of My, 
Villiers, who was in doubt for the personal safety 
of the British subjects residing in Lishan, convinced 
sir John Cradock that politienl cireumspeetion and 
adroitness, were #4 iinportunt as inilitary arrange 
ments to prevent a catastrophe at this evitical 
period; hence, as contrary to what might heave heen 
expected, the enemy had not yet made any eclral 
movemont across the frontier, he srspended his 
design of falling back to Passa D'Arcos, 
Jn this unsettled state, within remained yntil 
Moveh, when intelligence arrived that the Mreneh 
flect was at sea, Whereupon two of the lineof-battle 
ships in the ‘Tagus were despatched to reinforce sir 
Thomas Duckworth's squadvon, aul the butteries at 
mouth of the river were aenin ard. © Meanwhile, 
Soult was making progress in the north, the anarchy 
vat Oporto was continuilly inereasing, and the Bue 
glish government had certainly eome to the resolu« 
tion of abandoning Portupsel if Che ney adyvaneed 5 
for, though sir John Cridock was not informed of 
their views, wi ofliver in Mughuid, well wequainted 
with Portuguese customs, actually received! orders, 
and was embarking, to nil the execution of this 
measure, when suddenly, the policy of the enhinet 
once more Ghanped, and if wns resolved to reine 
‘force the army. ‘Chis resolution, whieh may bo 
attributed partly to the Austrian war, partly to the 
failure at Cudiz, partly to the necessity af satisly- 
ing public opinion in nglund, was accompanied 
byameasure, which laid the first solid basis on 
which to build a reasonable hape of success. 
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Thee Portuguese- Government, either sponta, 
= ned gly or brought thereto by previous negotiation, 
had offered the command of tei troops, with the: 
‘title of marshal, toan English general, and the Bi 
_ tish ministers accepted this offer, promised sitppli ics 


% 


“of arms, wanmnition, clothing, wid a subsidy for 


the paynient of gcertain number of regi soldiers; 
thus obtaining 2 firm hold of the military resources" 
of Portugal, and gaining for the first time a Q posi. 
tion in the Peninsula suitable to the dignity. of En. 
gland and the contést. in which she wus engaged, 
The Portuguese desired to have sir Arthur Wet. 
lesley, but he. refused the offer, ancl it is said det 
sir John Murray, (he who afterwards filed a 
Taragona,) sir Jolin Doyle, and even the marquis 
of Hastings, » man undoubtedly well qualified, 
sought for the ofliee, but that powerful parliamentary 
interest prevailing, Major-yeneral Beresford way 
finally chosen, and at the same time reecived the local 
rank of lieutenant-general ; fo the great discontent 
of several officers of superior rink, who were dis, 
pleased that a man without any visible clain to 
superiority should be placed over their heads, 
Information of this change was immediately sent 
to sir John Cradock, and peneral Sherhrooke way 
ordered to repair to Lishon, he latter was: close 
to Cadiz harbour when the orders overtook hin, 
and his and Mackenzie's divisions arvived together in, 
the Tagus on the 12th of March, thus the fate” 
of Portugal was again fixed by Englund. But if 
Mr. Frere's plan had been followed —if Mackentie 
had proceeded to Taragona, aid nothing dnt foul 
weather prevented him---if Sherbraoke’s voyage 
had not been delayed hy storms, and that sailing 
about from port ta port, he had, as is most pre 
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pable, been ‘engageds in somes other enterprize 
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Victor, obeyiny his orders, hadanarehed to Abrantes Srmeeerceeeern 


‘if any of these events had happened, sir. John i 


Oradock must have abandoned Portugal, and then 
“how fifinitely absurd the proceedings’ of the Mn. 
glish ministers would lave appeared, and how justly 
their pucrile combinations would. gave exeited the 
‘scorn of Europe. 
“Marshal Beresford reached Lisbon early in March, 
‘and after some negotiation, received fram the 


‘regency, power to appoint British olicers to the’ 


command of regiments, and ‘to act without control 
in any manner he should judgo fitting to ameliorate 
the condition and diseipline of the Portuguese 
forces; and this was the more important, as the mili- 
tay polity of Portugal, although fallen into disuse, 
was severe, precise, and admirably ealeulated to 
draw forth the whale strength of the nation. The amy 
could be completed hy coercion ; the militin were 
bound to assemble by regiments, and liable: to my 
service within the frontiors s and the whole of the 
remaining male population could be enralted under 
the name of ordenangas, immbered by Iathulions in 
their difwwent: districts, and obliged under very 
severe ponaltics to ussemble, at the orders of the 
local magistrates, either to work, to fivht, to escort 
convoys, or in any manner to aid the aperations of 
the army, 

This affair arranged, Beresford fixed his (puartens 
at Thomar, collected the Portuguese {roops in 
masses, and proceeded to recast their system on the 
model of the British army ; commencing, with stern 
but wholesome rigor, a reform that, in process -of 
time, raised ont of chaos ww obedient, well ised. 
plined, and gallant foree, worthy of achivh place 
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among the best in Europe ; fav the Portuguese peo. 
ple, though easily misled and excited to wrath, aie 
of a docile orderly disposition, and very sensible of 
just and honourable conduct in their officers, This 
reform was,. however, not effected at once nor 
without many crosses and difticulties being raised 
by the higher orders and by the government—difh, 
culties that genoral Beresford could never haye 
overcome, if he had not been directed, sustained, 
and shielded, by the master spirit under whom he 
was destined to wk. ‘The plan of giving to. En. 
glish officers the command of the Portuguese troops 
was at first proceeded on with caution ; but after.a 
time, the ground being supposed safe, it was’ 
gradually enlarged, until almost all the militar 
situations of importanee were held by Englishmen, 
which combined with other causes, pave rise to 
numerous intrigues, not confined to the natives, 
and as we shall find, in after times, seriously’ 
threatening the power of the marshal, the ex. 
istence of the British influence, und the success 
of the war, a 
Sir John Cradock’s situation was now materially, 
alleviated. The certainty of the Austrian war pro- 
duced a marked change. in the disposition of the 
regency ; the arrival of Shorbrooke’s and Macken. 
zie’s divisions increased the British foree to fourteen 
thousand men, and the populace became more 
cautious of offering insults. About tho middle 
of March, two thousand men being left to maiutain 
tranquillity in Lishon, the reminder of the army 
was encamped at Lumiar and Saccavem, and while 
these things were passing at Lisbon, tho aspect of 
affairs changed also in other parts of the kingdom, 
The. bulk of the Portuguese regular troops, 
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amounting to ten oO: 
collected by marshal Beresford, 1 


o, colone! ‘Trant hid nssenbled a small corps of 
voluftecrs students from the turiversily, and pre. 
neral Vittoria wus nt the head ol tivo “rewulir hate 
talions in Upper Beira, The bishop at Oporta 
was preparing’ to defend that town, with 0 mixed, 
but ferocious and insubordinate multitude, Genee 
yal Silveira, with four or five thouswud men, hud 
taken post in the Tras os Montes, and Romano, 
who had collected seven or cight thous at Mon 
terey, was in communication with him. Sir Robert 
Wilson, who was ut the head of about Ciree thou- 
gaid mon, had withdrawn the legion from Almeida, 


‘and sent a detachinent to Bejar, bat remiined 


himself on the Aguedn, watching the advanced 
posts of Lapisye, A fiw Portuguese regiments 
were extended from Sulyationne ad Teale to Al 
contra, AQ pormanent bridge of bouts was Tnid 


over the Tagus at Abrantes, amt there were small 


garrisons in Uhut town nud at [lyas. 
AN these forces united would not, however, with 


thé exception of the British, Inve heen enpable of 


sustaining the shock of ton thousund French soliiers 
for half an hour, and the whole muss of the fatter, 
then hanging on the frontier of Portnpal, was above 
fifty thousund ; gathering like clouds on the hovi- 
zon, they threatened niuy points, but gave no cer 
tain indication of where the storm would brenk. 
Soult, indeed, with whont twenty thousand men, 
was endeavouring to pass the Minho; hut Capisse, 
although constantly menacing Ciudad Rodrigo, 
kept his principal masses at Salimmnea and Ledesma, 
tnd, Victor had concentrated his between the Al- 
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twelve thousand men, was CHAT 


ayy 
stween the ‘Lagug -—--<-- 
yetween th pf haa 


. fies | 
aad the Mondego. Beyond the valley of the Mon- yimeh. 
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nook berche and the Tictar.’ Hench Lapisse might join 

Vi 

either Soult or Victor, and the huter could mare): 

Fea by Placentia against Ciudad Rodrigo, while Soult 
attacked Oporto; or he might draw Lupisse tohin, 
and penetrate Portugal hy Alcantara; he might 
pass the Tagus, attack Cuesta, and pursue hin to 
Seville; or, after defoutiny him, he might tam 
short to the right, and enter the Alemtejo, 

In this uncertainty, sir Joly Cradock, keeping 
the British concentyy ated at Lanniar and Sac servem, 
waited for the enemy to develope his plans, and, in 
the mean time, endeavoured to procure the necessary 
equipments for an active campaizn., Te direeted 

e magazines to be formed at Coimbra and Abrantes; 
urged the regency to cxertion, took measures. to 
- raise money, and despatched officers to Barbary to 
procure mules, But while thus engayed, intelli 
gence arrived that Vietor havi ing suddenly foreed 
the passage of the Tagus ut Almaraz, was in pur 
suit of Cuesta on the road to Merida; that Soult, 
having crossed the Minho, and defeated Romana 
and Silveira, was within a few leagues of Oporto, 
and that Lapisse ‘had made demonstration’ of 
assaulting Ciudad Rodrigo, ‘Che junta of Oporto 
now vehemently demanded aid from the regency, 
and the latter, although not much inclined to the 
bishop's party, proposed that sir John Crrndock 
sis, Uniting a part of the British forces to the Port 


7 
lela guese troops under marshal Beresford, should 


ag’ ~—s March to the succour of Oporto. Beresford was 

* averse to trust the Portuguese under his immediate 

command, among the disorderly multitude of! that 

city, but he thought the whole of the British army 
should move ina body to Leiria, and from thenee 


either push on to Oporto, or return, according to 
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the events that migihe occur in the latter town, ular. 


and he endeavoured to persiuule Cradock to folluw eran 


this plan. Cares 7 so 
Te was doubtful, he suid, if Vietor and Soult in- 


tondtld to co-opere in wv single plan, but, on the 
supposition. that it was so, ho considered it essential Aneguloe 
to drive back. or to overcome one hefare the other se 1 
could come to his assistance, Victor was then in 

ursuit of Costas if he coutinued that pursuit, it 
must be to enter Seville, or to eripple his opponent 
_previous to the invasion of Porthyal; in either ease 
he would be in the Sierra Morena before he could 
hear of the march trom Leiria, aud, as Cradock 
had daily intelligence of his movements, there 
would be. fl time to relieve Oporto, and retin 
again ta the defence of Lishon, U) however, Sout 
depended on the co-operation of Vietor, he would 
probably remain on the right of the Duero watil the 
other was on the Tapus, aud Lapisse aso would be 
contented for the present with cnpluviing Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Almeida, 

This unsound reasoningy cid wot weigh with sir 
John Cradock, who resolved to preserve his contral 
position, covering the cupital at such a dixtunes 
as to preclude the danger of being ent off Tram it 
by one army while he was engaged with another. 
Portugal, (he observed.) was in wstute of anarely Appendix, 
equally incompatible with firm resistance and rapid peton's, 
movements; the peusantry were tumultuous and 
formidable to everybody hut the enemy ; Beresford 
himself acknowledpod that the regular forces were: 
mutinous, cisregurdinue their allieers, chosing when 
and where to rest, when to fight, when to remain 
in quarters, and altogether nnfit fa be trusted within 
the cirele of the Oporto mischiet, ‘Che Britis! 
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but they were too few to divide, and must act in-g 


1809. 
Mawh. body, or not at all. Lisbon and Oporto were 
enemy's objects; which was it most desirab 
protect?—the former was of incompayably Aa fee 


oe 


importance that the latter; the § vas near, the, 
second two hundred miles off; md) although the 
utmost.exertions had been mils the army was not 
yet equipped for an active campaign. The troops 
were ill-clothed, and wanted shoes; the artillery.’ » 
was unhorsed ; the commissariat possessed only 9 
fourth part of the transport necessary for the convey. 
ance of provisions and ammunition, und no activity 
could immediately supply these deficiencies, inas- 
much as some of the articles required were not to! 
be had in the country; to obtain others, the inter.: 
ference of the reg gency was necessary, Inut hitherto: 
all applications to “that quarter had been without: 
any effect. Was it wise then to coumence offensive 
operations in the north? The troops of Soult and: 
Lapisse united were estimated at thirty thousand 
men, of which above five thousand were cavalry; 
the British could: only bring fifteen’ guns and 
twelve thousand: men, of all arms, into the field; 
yet, if they marched with the avowed intention of 
relieving Oporto, they must uccomplish it, or be 
dishonoured ! : 

Was it consistent with reason to march two th 
dred miles in search of a combat, which the very 
state of Oporto would render it almost impossible 
to gain, and for an-object perhaps already lost? 






Suspicion was alive every where, if Oporto was 


already taken, the army must come back; that 
would be the signal for fresh tumults—for renewed! 
‘ies that the country was to be abandoned ; Lisbon - 
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woul 
- gould be even more 


the enemy j besi¢ 
spon, Cuesta’s aid in Keerprinag Victor eniplayed, Ue 
was personall inimical to the Hayslish, aun his 
"principal object ves to grin time for the diners 
aad discipline of his own free, Victor wus up- 
parently pursuing Cuesta, but his partion had 
alieady appeared in the neighbaurhoad of Badajos, 
and there was nothing Iut a werk Portuguese 
garrison in Elvas to tupede his march through 
the Alemtajo. ‘I'o cover Lishon tid the ‘Pagrus was 
the wisest plan: fixed ino some fiveurable posi- 
tin, at a pradent distur from Chat eapitd, 
he could wait for the reinforcements due expected 
from England, He invited the Portugnese troops 
tounite with him; a short time would suffice to 
establish subordination ; mul thei the cortinty that 
the capital cowld not be approached, except in the 
face of a really formidable wmy, world not only 
keep the encmy in check, but, hy obliging hin to 
collect in greater uninhers for the utlerpts, would 
operate ast diversion in fiver of Spun, 

The poneral soundness af this reasoning: is appits 
vent, and it must not be objected to aie dol 
Cradock that he disregnrded the value of a central 
position, which might enable him to favestull: the 
enemy; if the latter should iuareh on lis think 
against Lishou, the difliculty of obtaining te intel. 
ligence from the untives and his own want af 
cavalry rendoved it utterly insite for him to divide 
his army, or to trust it any distance from the cu 
pital, Marshal Berestord'’s plan, founded on the 
supposition that Cradock vould engage Soult at 
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Jd instantly be ilu tute ul insurrection, wid uHars 
formidable to the British than areas 
Tes, it was impossible to reeken are 
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Oporto, and yet quit him andlveturn ut his pleasing 
to Lisbon, if Victor advanced, wus certuinly falle 
cious ; the advantages rested on conjectural, the 
disadvantages on positive date: it was conjectural 
that they could relieve Oporto, it was positive tha 


they would endanger Lishon, ‘Phe proposition wag, 


however, not made upon partial views ; Lut at this 
period, other nicn, less qualified to advise, pestered 
sir John Cradock with projects of a different stomp, 
yet deserving of notice, us showing that the mania 
for grand operations, which Uhuve before marked 
as the malady of the time, was still raping. 

To make a suitable use of the British army. was 
the object of all these projectors, but there was a 
marvellous variety in their plans, The regeney 
desired that the Portuguese and British troops 
should co-operate for the relief of Oporto, and yet 
protect Lisbon, objects which were incompatible 
Beresford advised that the whole Muglish urmy should 
march. The bishop was importuniute to have some 
British soldiers placed under his command, and he 
recalled sir Robert Wilson to the defence of Oporto, 
Tt appeared reasonalile chat the legion should defend 
the city in which it was raised, ut Mr. lreve wrote 
from Seville, that sir Robert would do better. to 
remain ; he therefore aeceptul Spanish rank, and 
rofusing obedience to the prelates orders, retained 
his troops. The regeney, glad of the opportunity, 
approved of this proceeding, and adopted the legion 
as a national corps.  Meunwhile Romana. was 
earnest with Cradock for money, and wanted to 
have a thousand British soldiers sent to aid tho in 
surrection at Vigo; but at the same time, Mr. Frere, 
and colonel D'Urban, « corresponding: ofticer placed 
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py: Cradock wt Cuestes henl-quarters, proposed cap, 
other plans of higher pretensions, peer nciste 
Zaragoza, said the Jatter, has fallen, and ten ieh 
thousand French troops being thus released, are 
marching towards Toledo ; this is the moment to 
give a fatal blow to Marshal Vietor! . It is one of 
those critieal oreasions that seldom recur in war ! 
In aday or two sir Robert Wilson will be on the eaten 
Tietar with two thousand five hundred men ; ata deems 
ment his foree with alike munber of Tiednecenn: 
who may be drawn from Sobreira, Idanha, and Sal- 
yatiorra, he shall dhus tum the right and rear of 
Victor's army, and his movement cannot be inter- 
rupted by the Mrench forea now at Salumunea and 
Alva, becuuse the communication from thence to 
the Tagus by the passes of Banos and "Pornevecns 
is sealed up; while sir Robert Wilson thas gets 
in the rear of Vietor with five thotiand men, Cuesta, 
with twelve thoussul iafintey wid twos thousand 
cavalry, shall attack the latter in front; aaimatter of 
easy execution, because Cuesta can throw a pontoon 
bridge over the Tagus, near Ablnaraz, in an hour 
and a half, and the Conde de Curtoajal, who is at 
Manzanares in La Manel, with ten thousand 
infantry ant two thousand horse, will keep Se- 
bastiani in cheek, ‘The hope is great, the danger 
“small, and if a few British troops can be added 
to the force on the ‘Tietuy, the success will be ine 
fallible | 
There were, however, some grave objections to 
this infillible plan, General Cuesta was new Al- 
maraz, sie John Cradock was at Lishon, and sir 
Robert Wilson was at Cindad Rodrigo. Their cir- 
‘evtitous line of correspondence was thus above four 
hundred miles long, nud it is not very clear how the 
combination was to he effected with that mpidily, 
> 
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nook which was suid to be exsertiat to the Success; 

ue neither is it yery evident, that operations to be 

Moog combined at such a distance, and exceuted by goh- 

diers of different nutions, would have been successful 

at-all, On the one side, twenty thousand raw Port. 

guose and Spanish levies were to uct on double exter 

nal Jines of operation ; on the other, twenty-five thou. 

sand French veterans waited in a central position, 

with their front and (anks covered by the Tapns and 

the Tictar, In such a contest it is possible to con 

ceive a different result from that anticipated by 
colonel D’Urban. 

Mh. Frere’s plans were not less extensive, or legs 

sanguine, When his project for assisting Catalonia 

had been frustrated, by the recal of general Mac 

kenzic from Cadiz, he tuned his attention to’ the 

Appendtx, north. Sonlt, le wrote to Sir John Craddock, tired 

+ Not “of the resistance Tie has wet with, will probably, 

desist from his “ anaceouutable project of entering 

Portugal, and occupying Calticia at the sane time? 

Let the British wmy, therelore, make a push to 

drive the enemy out of Salmmancn und the neigh 

bouring towus, while the Asturias, an their side, 

shall take possession of Leon mid Astora, aud thus 

open the communication between the northern and 

southern provinces, Tearing, however, that if this, 

proposal should not be adopted, the English gone 

yal might be at on loss for some onterprise, My 

Frere also recommended that the Dvitish wmy 

should march to Alcantara, and that the fortieth 

regiment, which hitherto he had retained at Seville, 

contrary to sir John Crndock’s wishes, should join 

it at that place; and then, suid he, the whole ope 

rating by the northern bank of the Thyrus, may, 

in concert with Cuesta, “ beat the French out of 

Toledo, and consequently out of Atadrid.” 
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Now, with respect to the first of these plans, GUAR 
Soult never had the inteutian of holding Gullicia, ae 
swhich wes Marshal Ney’s province; but he did yruek, 

ropose to penetrate into Portugal, and he was nol 
likely ‘to abandon his purpose, heeutse the only 
army capable of opposing him was cquitting that 
kingdom, nud making a push” of four hundred 
miles to drive Tapisse ont of Salamunea ; moreover, 
the Asturians were watehed hy general Bonnet's Lees 
division on one side, aud by Kellerman on the other, rane 
and the fifth corps, net ton but fifteen thousand "88. 
strong, having quilted Zaragoza, were at this time 
in the Valhidolid country, close to Leon and 
Astorga. 

With respect to the operations hy the line of the 
Tagus, which were to drive Joseph aut af Madrid, 
and consequently to attract the attention of all the 
French corps, it is to he observed, that six John 
Cradock could command about twelve thousand men, 
Cuesta sixteen thousnnd, Cartoajal twelve thousand, 
omaking a total of forty thousand. But Soult had 
twenty-three thousiad, Lapisse nine Chonsanud, View 
tor was at Che hel al Qventyefive Choustud, Sebas- 
tian’ could dispose of fifteen thousnnd, Mortior of a 
like monber, the King’s games and the garrison of 

Madrid wero Gwelye thousand, imuking a total of 
nearly a himdred thousimd amen, Uence while Mr. 
Frere and colonel D'Urban, confiding in Soult’s in- 
activity, were thus plotting: the destraction of Victor 
and Sebagliani, the first muarslud stormed Oporto ; 
the second, unconscious of his danger, crossed the 
Tagus, and defeated Cuesta’s army at Medellin, 
and at the same moment Sebastian’ routed Cartoa- 
jal’s at Ciudad Real. 
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nook, Havina described the unhappy condition of: 

“Portugal and given a general view of the transac. 

ce tions in Spain, I shall now resume the narrative of 
Soult’s operations ; thus following the main steady’ 
of action; for the other marshals were appointed to - 
‘tranquillize the provinces already overrun by the ' 
emperor, or to war down the renmants of the: , 
Spanish armies, but the duke of Dulnatin’s task 
was to push onward in the course of conquest. Noy 
is it difficult to trate him through the remainder of 
w® campaign, in which, traversing all the northem 
provinces, fighting in succession the wmics of three « 
Afferent nations, and cnduving: every vicissitude of 
war, he left broad marks of his career, wid certain 
proofs that he was an able conmmunder and of a 
haughty resolution i ulversity, . 

It has-been observed, ina former part of this 
work, that the inhabitants of Corntin honourably., 
maintained their town until the saloty "of the feet 
which carried sir John Moore's tumy from the Spa. 
nish shores was secure; they were less faithful to 
their own cause, Cornfia might have defied ine.’ 
gular operations, and several weeks ast have 
elapsed before a suflicient battering train could have 
been brought up to that, corner al the Peninsula; 

*yet, a short negotiation sufliced to put the French 
in possession of the place on the 1th of Jamiany, 
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and the means of ullack ing Ferval were immediitely” Cay. 





organized from the resotirees él Corufia, 
E we ag . « ‘ . 
The harbour of Ferrol, contained eight sail of the 
‘dine, and some smaller ships of war The Tortilien- 
tions were regular, tlfere was an iundanee of artil- 


lery, ammunition, and a garrison of seven or eight -: 


thousand men, consisting: of soldiers, shilors, citi- . 
gong; and armed countryni®n, but their chiefs were 
? jueacherous. After a commotign in which the 
admiral Obregon was" arrested, his successor Mel- 
gergjo surendered upon somewhat better teyus 
than those granted to Corufia, and thus in ten days 
were reduced two regular fortresses, whieh with 
‘more resolution might have oveupied thirty thon. 
sand men for several months. 
“While yet before Merrol the duke of Dabnatin 
received the Collowiny despatch, preseribing che 
immediate invasion of Portugal s+ 
Before his departure from this pliee, (Valladolid,) & 
the emperor forseeing the ombarkution of the 
English army, drew up instructions for the ultiniaty 
operations of the duke of Mlehingen aul youself.” 
He orders that when the Buglish army shall be 
embarked you will march upon Oporte with your 
four divisions, that is fo say, the division of Merle, 
Memet, Delaborde, and Eleudelet, the dragoons 
of Lorge, aiitl La Noussaye, and Pranceschi’s light 
cavalry, with the exception of two rewiments that 
his majesty desives you fo turn over to the duke of 
Mehingeu, in order to ammke up his cuvalry to four 
regiments.” 
Your corps d'armée, composed of seventeen 
regiments of infantry and top regiments of cavalry, 
is destined for the expedition of Portugal, in combi- 
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going to effect. General Loison, some engingors 
ata’ and comimissiarat SMicers, and (hirtoen Potty, 
ruesc, al of whom belonged to the army formerly ‘ 
in Portugal under the quke of Abyantos, have rm. 
ceived instructions to join you inumedintely, and 
you can trangmit your orders for them to Lugo, 
This is the Qlst of JandRry, and it is supposed ‘yoy 
camot be at Oporto before the Sth of Lebruary, g 
at Lisbon before the 16th, ‘Thos, at that ting, 
namely, when you shall be near Lisbon, the § cory 
@armée of the duke of Bellnno, composed of hig. 
own three divisions, of the division Level, and-of* 
ten or twelve regiments of cavalry, forming oa hody« 
of thirty thousand men, will he at Merida, to.makeg. 
strong diversion in fivour of yor movement, and.n 
such a mode, as.that- he cua push the head ofa, 
column upon Lislon if you find any great obstacles 


@to your entrance, which it is, however, presumed 
at 


will not be the case.” ay 

 Genoval Lapisge’s division of infiutey, which 
is at this moment in Sulunanen, and peneral Man 
petit’s brigade of cavalry, will, when you sliall be 
at Oporto, reecive the duke of Istrin’s Brderg to 
march upon Cindad Rodriyo and Abyuntes, where 
this division will again he under the command of. 
the duke of Belluno, who will send it fiistructions to. 
join him at Merida: Ulet you know this that you! 
may be aware of the march of Lapisse, on your 
left flank, as far as Abrantes. Such «rg the last 
orders I am charged to give you in the name of ‘the 
emperor: you will have to report to the king and; 
to receive his orders # your ulterior operations 
The emperor has unlimited confidence in your 
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talents for the fine expedition that he haa charged 
jy ith.” = 


ry 


ALEXANDER, 
Prince of Neufehutel, Se. 
’ . 

Te was-further intended, hy Napoleon, that when 
Lisbon fell, marshal ‘ ietgr should, invade Anda- 
lusid, upon the same line as Dapont had moved 
the year before; and like Dupont, he was to have 
been assisted by a division of the second eorps, 
which was fo cross the Guadinna and marelt on 
Seville. Meanwhile, the duke of Hlchingen, whose 
“corps, reinforced hy two regiments of cavalry and hy 
“the arrival of stragglers, amounted to nem tiventy 
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thousand men, was to niintain Gallicin, confine the: 


Asturians within their own frontier line, and keep 
open the communication withthe second corps. 
Thus, nominally vighty thowiand, and in reality 
sixty thousand men, were disposed for the conquest 
of Lisbon, and in such mimanner that forty thousand 


would, after that had heen ageomplished; have: 


poured down upon Beville and Creliz, nt wu time 
when neither Portugal nor Andalusia were capable 
of making any resistunes, Te remains to shew from 
what cuuses this mighty preparation thiled, 

. Tho gross numbers of the second corps amounted 
to forty-seven thousand : bat general Bonnet’s divi- 
sion remained always we St. Ander, in observation 
of the eastern Asturian (rontier, eight thousand 
were detached for-the service of the general com 
munications, and the reuninder had, since the Oth 
of November, ‘heen fighting and marching: inces- 
santly among barren and snoy mountains ; henes, 
stragulers wore numerous, and Lwelve thousand men 
were in hospital, ‘The force, aetually ander avis, 
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: 
B9OK did not exceed twenty-fve thousand men, wor 
down with fatigue, barefooted, and without ammu 
ee nition. They had outstripped their commissnriat, 
gs. the military chest was not come up, the draft ani. 
Jounal of mals were reduced in number, and extenuated by 
ae fatigue, the. g gun-curriages were shuken hy. conti. 
M85. nual usage, the artillery pure was still in the rear; 
and as the sixth corps fad not yet passed Lugo, 
two divisions of the second corps were required 
to hold Corufia and Verrol, Literally to obey the 
emperor's. orders was consequently impossible, 
wherefore Soult taking quarters at St, Jago di Com. 
postella, proceeded to re-orgunize his army, 
Ammunition was fabricated from the loose powder 
found in Corufia; shoes were obtained partly by 
requisition, partly from the Spanish magazines, 
filled as they were with stores supplied by Englands, 
the artillery were soon refitted and the gventest part 
* of the stragglers were vallicd. In six days, the 
marshal thought himself in a condition to obey his 
orders, and, although his troops were still sufleriug 
from fatigue and privation, marched, ou the Ist of 
February, with nineteen thensnad infantry, fow 
thousand cavalry, und fifly-cipht pieces of artillery; 
but, to understand his operations, the state of 
Gallicia and the previous movements of Rontana 
must be deseribed. mn . 
When the Spanish army, on tho 2d of Jannary, 
crossed the line of sir Jolm Moore’s march, it was 
already in a state of disorganization. Rymana, with 
the cavalry, plunged at once inte the deap valleys 
of the Syl and the Minho, but the artillery anda 
part of his infantry were overtaken and cut up by 
Franceschi’s cavalry ; the remninder wandered in 
hands from one place to another, or dispersed to seek 
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food'and shelter among the villuges in the mountains. 
Geirarnl Mendizabel, with a small body, halted in 
the Val des Orres, and placing gnards at the Puente 
de Bibey, a point of sitwulue strength of defence, he 
purposed to cover the approaches to Orense on that 
side; but Romane himself, after wandering for a 
time, collected two or three thousuad men, and 
took post, on the 16th, ut Toubudo, a villaye about 
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twonty miles from Lugo, Moanwhile Noy arrived - 


at that place, having detached some cavalry from 
Ville Franca to scour the valleys on his left, and 
also sent Marchand’s division hy the road of Orense 
to St, Jago and Corfu. Marchand dispersed Men- 
dizabel’s troops on the 17th, und after halting soma 
days at Orense, where ho established an hospitel, 
continued his march to St. Jago. 

«The defeat of Mendizubel and the subsequent 
movements of Marchund's division completed the 
dispersion of Roman's army; the greatest pare 
throwing away their arms, retuned to their homes, 
and he himself, with his cavalry, nid the few ine 
fintry that would follow him, crossed the Minho, 
passed the motuttaing, vod, dexeending into the 
villey of the Tamegn, took rofige, on the 21st, at 
Otmbra, o place on the frontier ef Portugal, close 
to Monterey, where there was a small imgazine, 
collected forthe uso of sir John Moore's army. 
Ti this obscure situation, unheeded by the French, 
he entered into communication with the Portu- 
‘guese general Silveira, anel with sir Solin Cradoek, 
demanding money mul arms from the Jatter; he 
endeavoured also to reasseinble a respectable body of 
tiosps, but Blake and other‘olfeers deserted him, 
and these events wl the general want of patriatic 
spirit’ drew fron him the following observation -— 
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“7 know not wherein the pittriotism, so lowly 





trates the minds of these people, and, thik 
‘only of saving their own persons, they snerifiee 
© their country and compromise their commander,” 

The people of Galicia, poor, seatlered, living 
hardly, and, like all mountaineers, -very tenacious 
of the litde property they possess, disregarded 
political events whieh did not immediately and 
visibly aflect their interests. They were, with the 
exception of those of the sen-port towns, -but 
slightly moved by the aggression of the Hrengh, gs 
long as that aggression did not extend to their 
valleys, and hence, at first, they treated the Lnglish 
and Fyench armies alike, Sir David Baird's Aiyie 
sion, in its advance, paid generously for supplies, 
yet it was revarded with jeulousy and defrauded. 
Soult's and Moore's armies, passing like a whit 
wind, were beheld with terror, snd the people fled 
from both, The British anc Cermun troops. that 
marched to Vigo being conducted without judge. 
ment, were licontious, wid aa their mauber was 
small, the people murdered stragglers, and showed 
without disguise their natural latred of strangers, 
On. several occasions, parties sent (o collect cars 
for the conveyance of the sick, iad to sustains 
skinmish before the object could be obtained, and 
five ofticers, misled by n trenchorous guide, were 
scarcely saved from death by the interference of an 
ald man, whose exertions, however, were not sue 


cessful until one of the officers lad been severely 


wounded. in the head, On the other hand, general 
Marchand discovered go little aymptoms. of hosti- 
lity, during his march to Orense, that he left, his 
hospital ak that town without a guard, under the 
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joint enre of Spanish au French surgeons, and the 
duties’ of humanity were fiithtuly discharged by 
the former withont hindrance fren the people, 

This quiescence did not Inst long: the [french 
generals were obliged fe subsist their treaps, by 
yequisitions extremely onerous to people whose 
property chicly consisted of cattle. ‘The many 
abuses and excesses which wlwnys attend this mode 
‘of supplying an army soon erented a spirit: of 
hatred that Romana hiboured incessantly to increase, 
and he was successful; for, although a bad general, 
he possessed intelligence unl dexterity suited to the 
task of exciting apopulation, Moreover, the monks 
‘and-friars laboured to the same purposes and, while 
Romana denounced death to those who refused to 
take arms, the clergy menneed eternal perdition ; 
and all this was necessary, for the authority of the 
stipreme junte was ouly acknowledged as wmatter 
of neéessity——not of liking, Gallicin, aldough 
‘apparently citlin, was, therefore, ripe for a general 
insurrection, at the moment when the duke af 
“Dalmatian conmenced his mareh from St. Jago di 
“Compostela. 

From that town several roads lend toe the Minho; 
the priteipal one cuming by the coast Tine: crosses 
the Ulla, the Umin, the Vedra, and the Octuven, 
and passes by Pontevedra wid Redondela, to Tuy a 
dilapidated fortress, situated on the Spanish side 
of the Minho. Phe second, crossing the sume rivers 
nearer to their sources, passes by the Monte de 
Tenteyros, nnd, enteving the valley of the Avia, 
follows the course of thet river to Ribidavia, a 
considerable town, situued dt the confluence of the 
Avia with the Minho, having a stone bridge over 


the former, and a harque ferry on the datler river, 
ee 
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* ROOK The third, tuning the sources of the Avia, connect; 
———— St. Jngo with Orense, and from Orense anothe 
ee yond passes along the right bik of the Minko; 
and connects the towns of Ribidavia, Salvatiena, 
and Tuy, ending at Guardia, a smull fortress rt the 

mouth of the Minho. 

As the shortest route to Oporto, and the only one 
convenient for the artillery, was that lending by 
Redondcla and Tuy, and from thence by the const, 

“the duke of Dalmatia formed the plan of passing the 
Journ of Minho between Salvation and Grndia ; wherefore 
Nese on the Ist of Febraayy, Crmeeschi, followed by 
the othor divisions in succession, took the Pontevedra 
road; and at. Redondela defented a sninll body of 
insurgents, and captured four pieces of cannon, 
after which Vigo surrendered to one of his detnck- 
monts, while ha himself nuvrehed upon Tuy, and 
took possession of” that town and Guardia, Duning 
these operations La Houssnyo's dragoons, quitting 
‘Mellid, hed crossed the Monto de Tenteyrg, 
passed through Ribidavin, mul taken possession 
of Salvation, on the Minho; und gencral Soult, 
the marshal’s brother, who Jud assembled three 
thousand stragelors and convalescents, between 
Astorgn and Carrion, reeeived orders to enter 
Portugal by Puebla de Senabria, aud thus join the 
main body, 

The rainy season was in full torrent, every stream 
and river overllowed its bunks, the rouds were’ deap, 
and the dificulty of procuring provisions great. 
These things, und the delivering over to marslial 
Ney the administration of Ferrol and Cornfia, where 
the Spanish, govermnent and Spanish garrisons were 
not only retained but paid by the Brench, delayed 
the rear of the army so long that it was uot until 
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the 18th or 16th that the whole of the divisions Cus. 


wore assembled on the Minho, between Salvatiorra, 
" Guardia, mid Redondels. 

The Minho, from Melgago to the mouth, forms 
the frontier of Portugal, the bunks on both sides 
being guarded by a muuber of fortresses, originally 
of considerable strength, but at this time all in a 
dilapidated condition, ‘The Spanish fort of Guardiv 
fronted the Portuyuese fort of Caminhe ; ‘Tuy was 
opposed by Valenza ; which was garrisoned, and» 
the works in somewhat a better condition than the 
rest; Lapella, Moncao, und Melpuco, completed 
the Portuguese line, Bnt the hest defence at this 
¢moment was the Minho itself, which, at all times a 
considerable river, was now a broad and raging 
flood, and the Portuguese ordenansds and militia 
awho wore In arms on the other side had removed 
all the boats. Novertheless Soult, after examining 
the banks with cure, decided upon passing at 
Campo Saucos, a little village where the ground 
was flatter, more favourable, and so close to Ca 
minha that the umy, once across, could easily 
soizp that place, und the sume day reach Vina on 
the Lima, from whenee to Oporto was only three 
marches. 

To. attract the attention of the Portuese, [a 
Houssaye, who was wt Salvatiorra, spread his dra 
goons along the Minho, and attempted to push 
small parties across that river, above Melpago ; but 
the bulk of the army wus coneentrated in the 
neighbourhood of Campo Sauces, and a detach- 
ment seized the small sea-port of Bayona, in the 
roar, A. clivision of infantry, and three Tmndred 
French marines released at Corufia and attached ta 
the segond corps, were then employed to transport 
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mx some large fishing bonts and some heavy guns from 





how 


the harbour and fort of Guardia overland to Campo 
Saucos.. This was effected hy the help of rolles ' 
over more than two miles of rupped and hilly 
ground ; it was a work of infinite Jabow, but fron 
the 11th to the 16th, the troops toiled unceasingly, 
and the eraft was Iaunched in a sinall Jake at the 
confluence of the Tamuga river with the Minho. 
In the night of the 15th the heavy guns: wor, 
placed in battery, and three hundred soldiers being 
embarked, the boats manned by the miuines, drop. 
ped silently down the Tanne into the Minho, and 
endeavoured to reach the Portuguese side of the 
latter river during the darkness ; yet whether fiom 
the violence of the flood, or want of skill in. the: 
men, the landing was not ellected before day-byeak, 
and the ondenanga fell with great uy upon. the 
first who got on’ shore, the foremost heing- all 
slain, the others pulled bnaek, and repnined their 


“own side with great difieulty, This action was ine 


finitely creditable to the Portuese, and it had a 
surprising influence on the issue of the eampaign. 
Ttiwas a gallant action, because it might reasonably. 
have been expeeted that a tunnultious assemblage 
of half-armed pensants, collected on the instant, 
would have been dismayed at the sight of many. 
boats filled with soldiovs, sone pulling’ across ond: 
others landing under the protection of a heavy 
battery that thundered from the midst of a multi- 
tude of troops, who clustered on the heights, or 
thronged to the edge.of the opposite. bank in eager: 
expectation, It was an event of leading impor 
tance, inasmuch as it baflled an attem pt that, being 
successful, would have ensured the fall of Oporto 


“by the Qist of February, which was precisely the 
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artod:when general Mackenzie's division Hoa ut Car, 
y % ’ 

sit mudoek’s: troops were reduced te -——— 

Cadiz, sit John Cracdock’s: trooy 1 Heo 


aliiast nothing ; when the English ministers only 
waited for mi excuse to abandon Portugal; when 
tlie people of that country were Mn the very extre- 
mity of disorder ; when the Portnguese army ws 
nullity, and when the regeney was evidently pre- 
paring: to reevive the Mrench with submission. Tt 
was. the period, alse, when Soult was expected to 
be at Lisbon, following the [aperor’s orders, and, 
consequently, Lapisse and Vietor could not have 
avoided to fulf} their part of the plan for the: snb- 
jugntion of Portugal. 


Feb. 


fhe duke of Dalmatia's situntion wis now, al- Seaton, 


though not ong of imminent danger, extremely em- 
barrassing, and more than ordinary quickness and 
vigour were required to conduct Cie operations with 
sticeess, Posted iu n narrow, contracted position, 
hewas‘hemmed in on the left by the Spanish ine 
aurgents, who lad assembled immediately efter Cr 
Hotssayo passed Orense, and who, being possessed 
of avery rugwed and difienlt country, were, more- 
over; supported by the army of Romana, whieh 
was‘said to bout Ovense md Ribilavin, fn the 
French general's front was the Minho, broud, raging, 
and-at the moment impassable, while heavy rains 
forbad: the hope that its waters would decrease. To 
collect suliciont means for forcing: a passage would 
have required sixteen days, but Jong before that 
period, the subsistenes for the army would: have 
entively failad, and the Portugese, beiug alarmed, 
would have prenlly nuemented their ferees on the 
opposite bank, ‘There renmmined then only to re. 
trace his steps to St diaga, ov breaking Ciraugh the 
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Spanish insurgents, to ascend the Minho, and open 
—— a way into Portugal by some other route, 


Soult’s attempt to pass the river had been baffled 
on the 14th of February, and on the 16th he wisiy 
fall march towards Ribidavia upon a new lino of 
operations, wnd this promptitude of decision. wag 
supported by an equally prompt execution, . Iq 
Houssaye;* with his dragoons, quitted Salvaticra, 
and, keeping the edge of the Minho, was galled by 
the fire of the Portuguese from the opposite bank, 
but before evening, he twice broke the insurgent 
bands, and, in revenge for some previous excesses 
of the peasantry, bwnt the villages of Morente, 
and Cobreira: meanwhile the main body of the 
amy, passing the Toa river, at Salyatiorra and 
Puente d'Arcos, marched, by successive divisions, 
along the main read from Tuy to Ribidavia, 

Between Franquera wd Canivar the route Was 
cut by the streams of the Morenta and Noguera 
rivers, and, behind those torrents, cight lnndred 
Gallicians, having barricadoed the bridges and re 
pulsed the advanced parties af cavalry, stood upon 
their defence. Tho 17th, at dayhroak, the leading 
brigade of Heudelot’s division forced the passage, 
and pursued the Spaniards briskly, but, when within 
a short distance of Ribidavin, the latter rollied upon 
eight or ten thousand insurgents, arrayed in. onder 
of batile, on a strong hill, covering: the approaches 
to that town, At this sight the advanced piuard 
halted until the remainder of the division. anda 
brigade of cavalry were come up, and thon, ander 
the personal dircetion of Soult, the rench assailed 
and drove the Gallicinns, fighting, through - the 
town and across the Avia. The loss of the van 
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; 4 " 
quished was very considerable, the bodies of twenty Har 


priests were found amongst the slain, and either 


ire ; : 1, 1800. 
from fear or patxiotisin, every inhabitant had quite Feb, 


ted’Ribidavin, , 

The 18th, a brigade of infantry seouring the valley 

of the Avia, dispersed three or four thousand of 

- the insurgents, who were disposed to make a second 
stand on that side; a xecond bripade, pushing on 
to Barbantes, seized a fovry-hout on the Minho, 
close to that place, and being joined, the same 
evening, by the infimtry who had scoured the 
yalley of the Avia, and by Lranceschi’s cavalry, on 
the 19th entered Orense in time to prevent the 
bridge over the Minho from being eut; La Hous. 
-saye’s dragoons then took post at Maside, while the 
remainder of the horse and Taborde’s infantry united 
at Ribidavia; the artillery were however still be- 
tween Tay and Salvation, under the protection of 
Merle’s and Mermot’s divisions, ‘hus, in three 
days, the duke of Diulmatin hud, with admirable 
eelerity and vigour, oxtricnted his army from a con- 
tracted unfavorrwble country, strangled a formidable 
insuerection in its birth, and at the sume time opened 
afresh lino of communication with St. Jago, and an 
easy passage into Portugal. 

The 20th, a regiment being sent across the 
Minho, by the ferries of Barhantes and Ribidavin, 
defeated the insurgents of the left bank, advanced 
to the Arroyo river, and took post on the heights of 
Merea, The army with the exception of the division 
guarding the guns was concentrated the sume day 
at Orense; but the efforts of the artillery had been 
baffled by the difficulties of the road from "Tuy to 
Ribidavia, and this cireumstance viewed in cou 
junction with the precarious state of the communicn- 
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tion, a daily increasing siek-list, and the mambo at 
small detachments required to proteet the Teh, 
seemed to forbid the invasion of Povtnenl.” Asia; 
of ordinary genius would have fhiled. The dukeoe 
Dalmatia with ready haldness resolved to throw the 
groatest part of his urtillery and the whole of hig 
other incambrances into Thy, ws x pleee of ans, 
then relinquishing all communication with Gall ich, 
for the moment, to nuh in one mass directly y pai 
Oporto; from whenee, if sue revs, he proposed fo 
re-open his communication with Tuy, by the ling 
of the coast, recover his wiillery and re-cstabligh 4 
regular system of operations. ate? ge 
In pursuance of this resolution, sixtecn af the 
lightest guns and six howitzers, with a proportion 
of amminition-wagzons, were, with infinite labour! 
and difliculty, transported to Ribidavia; the remain 
ing thirty-six pieces wd a vest pare of cuuiagey, 
earrying ammunition, and bospital, anc comnissariat 
stores, were put into Tuy, where general La Marti 
niere was left with an establishment of artillery, and 
engineer officers, 0 gurrivon of five Inmidved! men fit 
to curry arms, anc nine hundred sick, AN the 
stragelers, convalesconts, wil detachments, coming 
from ‘St. Jago, und the military chest, which was 
still in the vear, puirded by six hundred infantry, 
were likewise direetod upon ‘Tuy, the putes were 
shut, and La Martiniers was ahandoned to ‘his 
own resources. 4 
The men in hospital at. Rihidavia were riow for- 
warded to Orense, and the marshal’s quarters wore 
established at the Intter town on the 24th, but other 
obstacles were to be vanquished betore the army 
could commence the march into Portugal.’ ‘the 
gun-curriages had been so shaken, in the Grist from 
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Tay to RRibidavin that three days were required to 
repait 
pro ovisions, and merous bunds of the peasants 
were still in arms, nor were they quelled until 
combats had tuken plaice at Curve, on the Monte 
Blanco, in the Val d’Ornes, aud up the valley of 
Avia, in which the Freneh wasted time, lost men, 
and expended wumunition that could not be res 
placed. Soult endeavoured to soften the people's 
feelings by kindness and soothing proc Tamitions ; 
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they it was extremely difficult: to olan nom 


Hoo. 
Fel, 


and as he enlorced a strict discipline among his appa 


troops, his humane and politic demeanour, jotied ™* 
to the activity of his moveable columns, abated the 
fiercencss of the peasuntry, The inhubitants of 
Rididavia soon refumed to their houses, those of 


‘Orense had never been very violent, and now be- 


coming friendly, even lent assistance lo procure pro- 
visions. It was not, however, an cusy task te 
restrain the soldiers within the bounds of humanity ; 


the frequent combats, the assassination, the tor. 


turing of isolated mon, and the privations endured, 


had 80 exasperitted the French troops, that the 


utmost exertions a thety peueral’s authority could 
not always control their revenge. 

While the duke of Dulmiutia was thus preparing 
for a formidable invoud, his adversaries were a prey 
to the most horrible anwehy. ‘The bishop, always 
intent to inevense his own power, had assembled 
little short of fifty thoustnd armed persons in 
Oporto, and commenced a gigantic line of entrench- 
ment on the hills to the northward of that city. 
This worse than useless Inbour so completely occu- 
pied all persons, that the defence of the strony 
county lying between the Duero and the Minho 
was totally nopleeted, and when the second corps 
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appeared on the bank of the Tatter river, thg 
northern provinces were atrock with terror: then it 
was that the people, for the firat time, understood 
the extout of their dumger; then it was thot th 
bishop, aroused from his intrigues, became sensible 
that the French were more terrible cnemios thay 
the regency. Once impressed with this truth, dg 
became clamorous for sneeowr; he vocalled Sip 
Robert Wilson from the Agueda, he hurried on the 
labour of the entrenchments, and he eamestly pressed 
sir John Cradock for assistance, demanding arms 
ammunition, and a reinforcement of British soldiers, 
Sir Robert Wilson, as T have already. re lated, 


Appendix disregarded his orders; but the British gener}; 


os Gy Rees 
tion 6, 


although he refused to finish him with troops; 
supplied him with arms, and very ample stores of 
powder, sending artillery and engineer officers to 
superintend the construction of the defensive works 
and to aid in the arrangements for a retail 
system of operations, - 

The people were, however, become too ienteay 
and licentions to be coutrolled, or even advised, and 
the soldiers being dyuwn into the vortex of insubor 
dination, universal and hopeless contusion prevailed, 
Don Bernadim Mriere was the lye) commanderin- 


{pegnits: chicl of the Fntre Minha «@ Douro, bat all the 


tion 1. 


generals. claimed equal and independent authority, 
each over his own foree; and this was, perhaps, 
matter of self-preservation, fur general and traitor 
were, at that period, almost synonymous; to obey 
tho orders of a superior auguuinst the momentary 
wishes of the multitude was to incur instant death: 
Nor were there men wanting who found it profitable 
to inflame tho passions of the mob, and direct its 
blind vengeance -against innocent persons adverse 
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re F Ast, 5: 
to the prelate’s fiction, which wns not without 


opponents even in Oporto. Pee Tene, 
| Sueh was the unhappy stule of altars, when the Feb. 
undisciplined gallantry of the peasmuts, Daflling the 
efforts of the French to eross the Minho wt Campo 
Saucos, obliged Soult to march hy Oreyse, A part 
of the regular troops were iumedintely sent forward 
to the Cavado river, where they were joined by the 
ordenansas and the militin of the district, but all in 
a state of fearful insubordination, and there were 
no arrangements made for the regular distribution 
of. provisions, or of any one necessary supply. 
Among the troops despatched from Oporto was 
the second battalion of the Lusitanian legion, nine 
hundred strong, well armed, well equipped, and 
commanded by baron Eben, a native of Prussia, 
who, without any known services to recommend 
him, had suddenly attained the rank of major 
in the British service. ‘This man destined to act a 
conspicuous part in Portuguese trayedy, had been 
left at Oporto when siv Robert Wilson marched to 
Almeida; his orders were to follow with the second 
battalion of tho legion, when its clothing and equip- 
ment should be completed, but he retained the 
troops, to push his own fortune under the prelate’s 
auspices, 

General Freire having reached the Cavado, was 
joined by fourteen or fifteen thousand militia and 
ordenansas; fixing hig head-quarters at Braga, he 
sent detachments to oveupy the posts of Salamonde 
and Ruivaens in his front, and, unfortunately for 
himself, endeavoured to restrain his troops from 
wasting their ammunition by wanton firing’ in the Apponatx, 
streets and on the voads. This exertion of com tind” 
mand was heinously resented; Freire, being willing 
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HOOK. ‘to uphold the authority of Che vegency, had Veen” 
for some time obnosions to the bishop's faction, 
1300. already he was pointed tous asnspected person, and 
the multitude were inimiecally disposed towards him, 
Meanwhile, general Silveira, wsuming the com. 
mand of the Tras os Montes, advineed to Chaves, 
and put himself in conmuiention with the marguis 
of Romana, who, having’ remained tranquil: at 
Oimbra and Monterey since the 2)s8¢ of January, 
had been joined by his dispersed troops, und was 
again at the head of nine or ten thousand men, 
Silveira’s foree was about four thousand, halt 
regulars half militia, and he was accompanied by 
many of the ordenancas ; Init here, us elsewhere, all 
were licentious, insubardinate, and discdnintul of ther 
‘general; moreover the national enmity between them 
and the Spaniards having avercome their sonse ofa 
common cause ard common danger, the latter were 
rails, © evilly treated, aud a deadly found subsisted between 
ithe two armies, The generals, indeed, upreed to 
act in concert, offensively aud defensively, yet 
neither of them were the least ncquninted with the 
numbers, intention, av even the position of diel 
antagonists: and it is a proof of Roman's tunities 
for command that he, having the whale population 
at his disposal, was yet ignorut of every. thing, 
relating to his enemy that it beloved him to know, 
The whole of the French force in Culligia, at this 
‘od, was about forty-five thousand men, Romana 
nated it at twenty-one thousand ; the number 
w Soult was above twenty-four thousand, Ro« 
1a supposed it to be twelve thousand; and 
mong these he ineluded generul Marchand’s ‘di- 
vision of the sixth corps, which he always imagined 

to bee part of the duke of Dulmatia's army. 
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‘ The Spanish general was so elated at the spirit SATs 
of the. peasants about Ribidavin, that he anticipated i 
nothing but vietory; he knew also that on the ware 
Arosa, an estuary, runing np townrds St. Jaga de 
Compostela, the inhabitants of Villa Goreia had 
risen, and, being joined by all the neighbouring 
districts, were preparing: to atlack Vigo and ‘Tuy; 
hence, partly from his Spanish temperament, partly 
from, his extreme ignorance of war, he wag con 
vineed that the rench only thought of making 
theiv escape out of Galliein, and that even in that Appnitix 
they would be disappointed. To eflect their de dma” 
struction more certainly, he also, as we have seen, 
pestered sir John Cradock for succours in MONCY Cradock’s 
and ammunition, and desired that the insurgents on que" 
the Arosa might bo assisted with a thousand British * 
soldiers. Cradock auxious lo support the cause, 
although he refused the troops, sent ammunition, 
and five thousand pounds in money, but before it 
avived Romana was beaten, aud in flight. 
The! combined Spanish and Portuguese lores, 
amounting to sixtoon thousand repulus and militia, 
besides ordenangas, were posted ina stragpling: 
unconnected mimmer along the valley of the Tumega, 
extending’ from Monterey, Verim, and Villagn, to 
near Chaves, a distance of more than fifteen miles. 
This, was the first line of defines for Portugal, 
Freire and Fiben, with fourteen puns and twenty- 
five thousaad men, were at Braga, in second line, 
their outposts being on the Cavudo and at the 
strong passts of Ruiyacns and Venda Novas but 
ofthese twenty-five thousund only six thou 
sand were armed with muskets, aud it is to be 
observed that the militia and troops of the line 
differed from the armed Pensantry only in name, 

Vou. I. N 
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i save that their faulty discipline and iivthnaias di 

position rendered them loss active aud intel] igent 

mak as skirmishers, without mnuking them fitter for 
battle, The bishop, with his disorderly and furious 
rabble, formed the third line, occupying the op 
trenchments, that covered Oporto. Such wag the 
state of alluirs, and sue ‘h were Ure depositions made 
to resist the duke of Dalmuativs but hig anny, 
although galled and wearied by continual toil, and 
when halting, disturbed and vexed by the multi 
tude of insurrections, was, when in motion, of 
power to overthrow and disperse. these numeroag 
bands, even as a great ship feeling the wind, breaks 
through and scatters the pun-boats that have gh 
thered round her in the enlu, 
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SRCOND INVASION OF PORTUGAL 


Tux Entre Minho e Dow'o wu the Tras os Montes ana, 
lying together, form the northern part of Portugal; —— 


the extreme brendth of either, when measured from 
the frontier to the Douro, docs not execed seventy 
miles, The river Tamega, running north and south, 
anddischarging itselfinto the Dowro, forms the boun- 
dary line between them; but there is, to the west of 
this river, a succession of rugged mountain ridges, 
which, under the nanes of Sierra de Gerez, Sierra 
de Cabrera, and Sierra de Santi Catalina, form 
a second barrier, newly parallel to the ‘Tunega, 
and across some part of these ridges, an invader 
coming front the eastward, must puss to arrive at 
Oporto, 

Other Sierras, runing vlso in a parallel direction 
with the Tunega, cut the Tras as Montes in such a 
manner, thal wll the eonsiderable rivers flowing 
north and south tumble info the Douro, But as 
the western ramifications of the Sierras de Geres 
and Cabrera shoot down townrds the sea, the rivers 
of the Entre Dowra e Minho discharge theiy waters 
into the ocean, and consequently flow at right 
angles to those of Pras os Montes. Henee it follows, 
that an enemy penetrating to Oporto, from tho 
nortli, would have to pass the Lima, the Cavado, 
and the Ave, to reach Oporto ; aud il) coming from 
the east, he invaded the ‘Tas os Montes, all the 
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rivers and intervening ridges of that province Must 
be crossed, before the Entre Minho « Done could 
be reached. 

The duke of Dalazitia was, however, now in such 
a position, near the sources of the Tima and ‘the 
Tamega rivers, that he could choose whether to 
penetrate by the valley of the first into the Entre 
Minho e Douro, ov by the valley of the second ing 
the Tras os Montes, and there was also a thin 
road, leading between those rivers through Monta. 
legre upon Braga; but this lntter route, passing 
over the Sierra de Geres, was impracticable foy 
artillery. 

The French general had, therefore, to consider— 

1% 1f, following the course of the Lima, he 
should disperse the insurgents between that river 
and the Minho, and then recovering: his artillery 
from Tuy, procoud aguinst Oporto by the iain 
road leading along the sea cause, 

2°. If he should deseend the ‘Tamega, — take 
Chaves, and then continuing his route to Ville 
Real, near the Douro, take the defences of Tras og 
Montes in reverse; or, turning to the right, eros 
the Sierra do Cabrera hy the pass of Ruivacns, 
enter Braga, and so go against Oporta. 

The first project was irregular, ad hazardous, 
inasmuch as Romana and Nilvein could haye 
fallen upon the flank and rear of the French during 
their march through a difienlt country ; Dut as the 
position of those generals covered Chives, to attack 
them was. a preliminary measure to either plan, 
and with this object, Soult moved on the 4th of 
March. The 5th, his yan being at Villa Real and 
Penaverde, he sent a letter by a flag al’ truce to 
Romana in which after exposing all the danger of 
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the Intter's situation, he advised him to submit; Guar 


18 


no answer Was returned, nor would the bearer 


; 109, 
have been suffered to pass the ontposts, but that stureh. 


i i i } Mir d. Cras 
Romana himself was in the rear, for he dreaded jinee pn 


that such an oecurrence would breed a jealousy of! 


his conduct, and, perhaps, enuse his ‘putviotisne to 
be undervalued. 

“This failing, three divisions of infty and one 
of cavalry marched the next morning against Mon- 
torey, while Tau Houssuye's dragoons, tuking: the 
voad of Laza, covered the left lank, and pushed 
arties as far La Gudina, on the route to Puebla 
de Senabria, The fourth division of infintry re 
inained at Villa del Rey, to cover the passage of the 
sick and wounded men from Orense, for the duke of 
Dalmatia, having no base of operations, Gransported 
his hospitals, and other inemmbrances, from pluce to 
place as the wmy moved; acting in this respect 
ater the manner of the Roman penerals, when 
invading v barbarous country. 

As the Fwonch advanced, the Spaniards aha 
doned their positions in sttecession, spiked the puns 
in the dilapidated warks of Montery, and after av 
slight skimmish ut Vevim, took the road to Pueblo ys 
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de Senabrin; Dit Franceschi followed close, and igs” 


overtaking two er three thousind as they were passe 
ing a ragged mountain, wssniled heir vewr with w 
battalion of infantry, wel at the sume tine leading 
his horsomen round both flanks, headed the eahimn, 
and obliged it to halt. ‘The Spaniels, trusting: to 
the rough ground, drew up in one kage square to 
receive the charge. Franceschi had four regiments 
of cavalry, cach reyiment settled ilsel agninst (he 
fee of a square, and then the whole, with loud 
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nook cries,’ bore down swiftly upon their opponents ; the 
ae lation unsteady, inresolnte, dismayed, shrunk from 
oe the fierce assault, and were instantly trampled down 
in heaps. Those who escaped the horses’ hoof 
and the edge of the sword becwne prisoners, but 
twelve hundred bodies wern stretched lifeless on thé 
ficld of battle, and Franceschi continued his move. 

ments on La Gudina. 

Romana was at Semadems,' several miles in the 
rear of Verim, when his vanguard was attacked, and 
there was nothing to prevent him from falling back 
to Chaves with his main body, ueeording to a plan 
before agreed upon between him and Silveira; but 

Appenilix, @ either from fear, or indignation wt the treatment his 
tions, soldiers had received at the hands of the Portu. 
guese, he left Silveira to his fate, and made ‘off 

with six or seven thousand men towurds Braganga; 

from thence passing by Puebla de Senabria, he re. 
gained the valley of the Syl. Meanwhile, two 
thousand Portuguese infintry, with somo guns, 
issuing from the side of Villazn, cut the French 

line of march at the moment when Uranceschi and 
Heudelot having passed Monterey, Laborde was 

; approaching that place; a. slight combat’ onsued, 
the Portuguese lost their puns, and were diiven 

down the valléy of the Tamegn as fiw as the village 
Jounator OF ‘Outeiro, within their own frontier, This defeat, 
ns and the flight of Romana, had sueh wr effect upon 
the surrounding districts that the Spanish in 
surgents returned ino crowds to. their habitations 

and delivered up their ams. Some of the clergy, 

also, changing their opinions, exhorted the people 

to peace, and the prisoners taken on the th, 

heing dissatisfied with Romana’s conduct, aid 


a TENINSULAR WAR, 183 

moved by their hatred of the Portuguese, entered lar. 

the French service. 
These aflairs ocenpied Soult until the Oth, caring March, 

which period his outposts were pushed towards 

Chaves, Montalegre, and La Gudina, but the main 

body remained. at Verim to cover the arival of the 

sick at Monterey, while Silveira, thus beaten at 

Villaza, and deserted by Romana, fell back au the 

ath to a strong mountain position, one league behind 

Chaves, from whence he could command a view of 

all the French movements as far as Monterey ; his 

ground was advantageous, but his militury talents 

wero moderate, bis men, always insubordinate, 

were now mutinows, and many of the oflicers were 

disposed to join the French. Te wished to uban- 

don Chaves, but his troops resolved ta defend it, 

and three thousand five hundred men wetually did 

throw themselves into that town, i defiaee of him ; 

for he was ulrendy, according to the custom of the 

day, pronounced a traitor aud declared worthy of that 

death which he would inevitably have suiteredt, but Apmmdine 


that some of his soldiors still continued to respect tend 


his orders, 

The LOth, the convey of French sick was close toa. 
Monterey, ancl us Romana’s movement was known Oper 
to-bew real fight, and not mute with a design to ae 
create fresh inanrreetions iu the rear, the French 
troops were again put in motion towwids Chaves ; 
Merle’s division however remained at Verin to 
protect the hospital, and Mranceschi's took the road 
of Ta Guiding, as if he lad bee going towards 
Salamanca, A report that he had aetually entered 
that town reached Lisbon, and was taken as an 
indication that Soult would nat pass the Portuguese 
frontier at Chaves, but Franceschi quickly returned, 
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nook, by Ogonio and Feces de Abaxa, and being’ assisted: 
——— hy Heudelet's division, invested Chaves on the left 
Mack. bank of the Tamega, while Laborde, Meret, Ly 
Toussaye, and Lorge, descending the right bank; 
beat the Portuguese outposts, and getting possessidh, 
of a fort close under the walls, completed the invest. 
ment of the town, . ‘The place was  tmmodiately 
summoned to surrender, Into answer was returned, 
and the garrison, Hike men berelt of their wits and 
fighting with the air, kept np w coutinual fire of 
musketry and artillery until the 12th, when they 
surrendered on receiving a secoml summons, more 
menacing than the first. The 18th the French 
entered the town, and Silveirn retived to Ville 
Real, V4 
The works of Chaves were in ew bad states few 
of the fifty guns mounted on the ramparts were fit 
for service, but tere was a stone-bridge, and the 
town was in many respects more suitable for a 
place of arms than, Monterey ; wherefore the sick 
were brought down frorh the latter place, wanda 
hospital was estublished for twelve hundyved men; 
the number now unfit to carry ums, ‘The: fighting’: 
men were reduced to twenty-one thousand, | and 
Soult, partly from the diflienlty of punrding his pri- 
soners, partly from a desire to whute the hostility. 
of the Portuguese, permitted the militia md 
ordenangas to return to their homes, alter taking an 
oath not to resume their ams; to some of the. 
poorest he also gave money and clothes, and he 
enrolled, at their own reguost, the few regular troops 
taken in Chaves. : 
Geert This wise and: gentle proceeding “was much 
deGalic, blamed by some of his officers, expecially hy those 
who had served under Junot, ‘Chey desired that 
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Chaves might be ngsaulted, and the garrison put to a pe 
the sword, for they were cmbred with a personal 
hatred of the Portuguese, and being averse to serve plareh. 
in the present expedition, cudenvoured, as it world 

appear, to thwart their general, yet the prudence: 

of his: conduct was imumeiately visible in the 
softened feclings of the country people, und the 
scouting parties being no louger molested spread 
themselves, some on the side of Bragangn and Ville dana ot 
Real, others in the Fatre Minho e Douro, The 88% 
former reported that there was no enemy in a con- 

dition to make head in the ‘Tras os Montes, but the 

latter fell in with the advanced eniard of Preire's 

amy at Ruivacus, on the road to Braga. 

From Chaves Soult could operate against Oporto, faneual al 
either by. the ‘Pras os Montes ov the Entre Minho ¢ uss. 
Douro, the latter presented the strongest position, 
but the road was shorter and mote practicable for 
guns, than that by the valley of the Tamega, and the 
communication with Tuy could be sooner recovered 3 
hence, when the scouts browWehe intelligence that a 
Portuguese army was al Braga, the Prench poneral 
decided to penetrate by that line, 

The road from Ghaves to Brigg entered a deep 
and dangerous defile, or muther a succession of de- 
files, which extended from Verda Novato Ruivacns, 
cand re-commenved after passing the Cabado river ; 
Treire's advanced guards, composed of ardenangas, 
occupied those places, andl he bad also a detuchment 
under [ben on the road of Montalegre; he how- 
ever recalled the latter on the [4th, on the 10th 
Franceschi forced the defile of Nova; and the re- 
mainder of the French army being: formed in alter- 
nate masses of cavalry and infintry, begun to pass 
the Sierra de Crubrera ; muunwhile Lorge’s dragoons 
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——- whole wmy dong the road to Villa Real, ang 
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then, suddenly retracing: their steps, rejoined the 
main hody. 

The 17th, Fronceschi, being reinforced with soft, 
infantry, won the bridge of Ruivaons, and entered 
Salamonde; the Portuguese, covered by Eber 
detachment, whieh had arrived ut St. Joa de Campo, 
then fell back on the Pico do Pugnlados, close tg 
Braga, and lranceschi took post at Carvalho Taste, 
two leagues in front of that city. 

Soult now expecting to rewch Braga velthent 
further opposition, caused his artillery, pnarded 
hy Laborde’s division, to enter the puss of Venda 
Nova; but the ondenaagas, reinforced by some men 


- from the side of Guimaraens, inmediately reas. 


sembled, and clustering: on the mountains to :the 
left of the column of march, altackedl it with great 
fiereeness wid subtlety. 

The peasants of the northern provinees. of 
Portugal, unlike the squalid miserable population 
of Lishon wd Oporte, are robust, handsome, and 
exceedingly brave; their uatural disposition is open 
and obliging, and they are, when rightly handled 
as soldiers, docile, intelligent, aud hardy, They 
ure, however, vehement in their angers and being 
now excited by the exhortations and personal ex- 
ample of their priests, they eume ryshing dow: 
the sides of the hills, and many of them, like mea 
deprived of reason, broke furiously ite the Evench 
battalions, and were thee killed, The — others, 
finding their ellorts unavailing, fled, and were pur 


sued a league up the mountain by some batter 


lions sent out against. them; yet they were no 
abashed, and making ‘a cirenit behind the: hills; 
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fell upon the rear of the fine of mareh, killed GHAR. 
fifty ot the stragglers, and phiidered the baggage. Se 
Phus galled, the French slowly, and with much sine 
trouble, passed the long: defile of Venda Noviy gouma of 
Rifivaens, and Sulumoende, and gaat by depreas gpgmlon 
in front of Lycire’s position, 
‘That gonoral was no more; twuid his isons reek ~ 
ing from the slaughter of their commander, were 
raging, like savage beasts, at one moment conpre- 
gating nea the prisons to ranrder some wreteh 
within, at another rushing tumultuously to the out- 
posts; with a design lo engage the enemy, The 
ordenangas of the distant disticts also came pouring 
into the camp, drageing with them suspected per 
sons, and-adding lo the general distraction, 
~The wifortunate Mreire, unable to eatublish order 
inhis.army, had resolved to retreat, and in pursu- 
ance of that design, reealled Jen on the d4th, 
giving directions to the officers at the dillerent out 
posts in front of Brnge to retire at the approach of 
theenemy. ‘Chis, nud lis endeavour to prevent the 
waste of ammunition, gave eet ta aw plan whieh 
had been long prepared by the bishop's fietion for 
his destruction. In passing through Braga, be wos 
openly reviled in the streets by some of the andere 
gas; and as the latter plainly discovered their mur- 
dérous intention, jie left the army; he was however 
selved on the 17th, at v village behind Braga, and 
brought back: what followed ix thas deserihed 
by-baron Eben, in his officinl report to’ sir John 
Oradock :— 
—  T did not reach Braga until nine o'clock in the 
. morning of the 17th, 1 fonnd every thing in the 
_ Bteatest disorder; the houses shut, the people (lying 
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nook iu all directions, and part of the populace amied 
——— with guns und pikes. Passing through the Streats, 
Mach, I was greeted with loud vives, Though the people 
knew me, I could not guess the meaning of this 
At the market-place, [ was detained by the rapidly. 
increasing populuce, who took the reins of iny 
horse, crying out loudly, that they were ready {9 
do any thing to defend the city ; requesting: me 
to assist them, und speaking in the lowest terms: of 
their general, I promised then to do all in uy 
power to aid their patriotic zeal; but said that 
must first speak to him, Upon this, they suffered 
me to proceed, accompanicd by whowt a hundred 
of them: but Thad not got fir on my way to his 
quarters, when I saw him on foot, conducted by 4 
great armed multitude, who suffered no one to pass, 
and on my attempting: it, threatened ta fire, | 
was, therefore, obliged to turn my horse, and this 
the people wpplauded. Two men had hold of the 
gencral’s arms, his sword was taken trom him, atid 
the people abused hin most vehemently. Qn my 
way back to the market-place, they winted to shoot 
me, taking mo for gener Freire; but f was saved 
by a soldier of the legion, who expluined the 
mistake, When IT renched the market-place, I 
found about a thousmad men drawn ups gommu 
nicated to them my determination to assist them, in 
their Jaudable eéndenyours to defend themselves, 
provided they would first permit me to speak to the 
general, for whose actions I promised to be an 
swerable as long as t should he with him. Thad 
ordered a house to be pot reudy for my reception, 
where the general arrived, uecompianied as before; | 
T saluted him with respect, at which they plainly ~ 
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discovered their disapprobation, I repeated my 
proposal, but they would net listen to it, 1 perso 
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‘geived the danger of the general, and proposed to March. 


take him to my quarters. My adjutant oflered him 
jigarm: when J spoke lo him, he only replied, 
‘save me | . 

« At the entrance of my house, Twas surrounded 
py thousands, and heard theloud ery of Oil! kil! 
Tnow took hold of him, and attempted to foree 


“my way into the house, and a gentleman. slightly 


wounded him. with the point of his sword, undey 
my arm. He collected all his strength, rushed 
through them, und hid himself behind the door of 
the house, ‘The people survounded me, and forced 
me from the house, ‘To draw the attention of the 
people from the general, TP ordered the drummers 
to beat the alarm; and formed the ardenangas in 
ranks; but they kept a constant firs upon my lionse, 
where the general still was, As a last attempt to 
save him, T now proposed that he shoukd be eon. 
ducted to privon, in order Co take a legal trial ; 
this was agreed to, and he was eoudueted Chere in 
safety. Lnow hoped that t had sueeeeded, as the 
people demanded to be led agninst the enemy, now 
rapidly advancing, in namber about tye thousand. 
T again formed them, and advanced with them ; 
but soon after, Thheard the firing again, and was 
informed that the people had put the general to 
death with pikes and puns, Fwas new proclaimed 
general.” 

When this murder was perpetrated, the people 
seemed satisfied, and hen amnoueing the approach 
ofa British force fram Oporte, sent orders to the 
outposts to stand fist, as he intended to fight; but 
another tumult arose, when it was diseovered that 


190 
BOOK 
Vil 





1809. 
Match. 
Feben’s lto- 
ports, MS. 


Gradock’s 
Panera, 
MSx. 


J ournal of 
patton 
NS. 


UISTORY. OF THI 


an officer of Freire’s: stafl, one Villaboas, was. iy 
Jben’s quarters. Several thonsand ardenancas. ing 
stantly gathered about the house, and the unhappy 
man was haled forth wil stabbed to death. atthe 
door, the mob all tho.time shouting and fring: vollayg 
in at the windows. Yet, when their liry was.some 
what abated, they abliged their new general: to 
come out and show that he had not been wounded; 
and expressed grewt allection for him, 

In the course of the night the legion marehed-in 
from Pico de Pugalados, and the following morning 
a reinforcement of six thousand ardenaneas came up 
in one mass. Tifty thousnnd dollus also. arrived in 
the camp from Oporto; for the Portuguese, like 
the Spaniards, commonly reversed theorder of mili 
tary arrangements, leaving their weapons in-store, 
and bringing their encumbrances to the field: of 
battle, In the evening the corregidor and tyo 
officers of rank, together with many persons of. 
meaner class, were brought to the town as prisoners 
and put in jail, the wmed mob being with difficulty. 
restrained from slaying then on the way thither 
Tn this distracted manner thoy were proceeding 
when Franceschi rived ut Carvallie on the 17th, 
and, surely, if that bold and enterprising soldier 
could have obtained a glimpse of what was passing 
ov known the veal state of affairs, he would “have 
broke into the midst of them with his cavalry ; for, 
of the twenty-live thousand men composing: the 
whole of the Portuguese force, cighteen thousand 
were only anmed with pikes, the remainder ‘had 
wasted the greatest part of theiy anmunition, ‘and 
the powder in store was not made up in cartridges: 
But Braga, situated ina deep hollow, was hidden 
from him, and the rocky and wooded hills surround: 
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by ® brigade of infantry, was satisfied by fvints and Muh. 


slight. skirmishes. to alarm - his opponents, and: to 
keep them in play until the other divisions of the 
French army could arrive. , 

While these events were passing’ at Braga, Sil- 
yeirn again collected 2 considerable force of militia 
and ordenangas in the Tras os Montes, and captain 
Aventschild, one af the ofticers sent by sir Jolm 
Cradock to aid the bishop, also rallied a number 
of: fugitives at Guimaraens and- Amarante. In 
Oporto, however, the multitude, obeying: no com. 
mand, were more intent npon murder than upon 
defence, =» 
. Eben’s posts extended from Malperra, on the route 
of Guimarens to the Ponte Porto, on the Cavado 
river} but his principal force was stationed on a 
lofty ridge called the Monte Adaufé, which, at the 
distance of six or seven miles from Braga, crossed 
thevond to Chaves, ‘The lett, or western, end, oyer- 
hanging the river Cuvade, covered the detachment 
guarding the Ponte Porto. The right was wooded 
and masked by the hend of a deep ravine, but 
beyond this wood the ridge, taking a curved. and 

forward direction, was culled the Monte Vallonga, 
~ and, second mass of men was posted there, but 
separated from those on tho Monte Adaufé by an 
interval of two miles, and by the ravine and wood 
before mentioned, A third body, being pushed 
still moro in advance, crowned an isolated hill, 
flanking the Chaves road, being intended to take 
the French in rear when the latter should attack 
the Monte Adaufé, 


192 


Hook 


THSTORY OF PIE 


Behind the Monte Vallona, and separated trom 


ao it by a valley three tiles wide, tho ridgo of Fa 
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perra was guarded by detachments from Guimargens 
and from Braga. 

The road to Braga, leading: directly over: the 
centre of the Monte Adaulé, was Manked on the left 
by a ridge shooting perpendicularly out from that 
mountain, and ending inv lofty mass of rocks which 
overhangs Carvulho Est, Bat the Portngnose neg. 
lected ty oceupy either these rocks or the-eonnecting 
ridge, and Franceschi seized the former on the 17th, ; 

The 18th, Soult arrived in person, and, wishing 
to prevent a hattle, released twenty prisoners, and 
sent them in with w proclamation couched in eone- 
lintory language, and offering a capitulation: the 
trumpeter who aecompunied them was however de. 
tained, and the prisoners were innnedintely slain, 
The next day Eben brought up all his reserves, to! 
the Adanfé, aud the Portuguese on the isolated hill 
in front of Monte Vallonyn took possession of Lan 
hog, a village halfway between that Hill and the 
rocky height ocenpied by Franceschi on the 17th, 

Two divisions of Froneh infiutey being: now. th, 
Soult caused one of them and the cavalry to attack 
Lanhoza, from whenee the Portuguese were imme 
diately diiven, and, being followed closely, lost 
their own hill uso, The other french division ook 
post, pavé in Carvalha, part on the rocky headland, 
and six puns were carried to the latter daring: the 
night; in this position the French eohunns were 


close to the contre of the Portuguese, and could, by 


a slight movement in advance, separate Eben’: 
wings. The rest of the army was at hand, anda 
general attack was arranged for the next morning, 
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BATELE, OF BRAGA. 

The 20th, at nine o’cloek, tha French were in wen, 
motion: Franceschi aul Mermet, leaving a detach- 
ment on the hill they had carried the night before, 
endeavoured to tun the right of the people on the 
Monte Vallonga. 

Laborde, supported hy La Houssaye’s dragooiis, 58, 9: 
advanced against the contre hy the ridge connecting: Operations 
Carvalho with the Monte Adanté, 

Heudelet, with a part of his division and a 
squadron of cavalry, attacked Eben’s left, with the 
yiew of seizing the Ponte Porto. 

The Portuguese opened a strageling fire of 
musketry and’artillery in the contre, but after a few 
rounds, the bursting of a gun created ’a confusion, 
from which Labordo's rapidly-adyaneing masses gave 
‘them no time to recover, By ten o'elock the whole Bhon's Iter 
of the centre was flying’ in disorder down a nauvow 
wooded valley loading from the Adauté to Braga: 
the French followed hard, and having discovered 
ore of their men, who had been e prisoner, mu- 
tilted in a dreadful munmer, and still. alive, 
tiey pave no quarter, Brings vwas abandoned, and ,, 8... 
the victorions infintry passing through, took post Overattons 
on thp other side, while the cavalry continyed the 
havoe for some distinee on the road to Oporto} 
yet, so savage was the temper of the fugitives 
that, in passing through Braga, they stopped to 
murder the corregidor and other prisoners in the 
jail; then, casting the mangled bodies into the 
sveet, continued their flight, Meanwhilo the centre 
awas forced, and Heudelot, breaking over the 
left-of the Monte Adaulé, deseuntlod upon Ponte 
, Porto, and, alter a sharp skirmish, carried that 
4 VOL. 1 ae) 
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HOOK bridge and the village on the other side of the 
aah Cavado. ‘ , 
Much. ~~ Franceschi and Mermot found conaidorable dif. 
culty in ascending the rugged sides of the Monte 
Vallonga, but having, at lest, attained the crest, ; 
‘the whole of their enemies fled, and the two geneinls | 
crossed the valley to gain the road of Guimaraens, © 
and cut off that liho-of retreat; but they fell in 
with tha three, thousand Portuguese posted aboye ‘ 
Palperta; and these meh, secing | the > cavalry approach, , 
drew up with their batks to. some high vocks, and 
’ opened a fire of artillery. Franceschi immediately, 
placed his horsemen. on cither flank, .a brigade. of 
infantry against the front, and, as at Verim, ita 
all charge togethar, strewed the ground with. the 
dead, Nevertheless, the Portuguese fought valiantly, 
at this point, and Franceschi acknowledged it, The 
vanquished lost “all their artillery and above four, 
thousand men, of which fow hundred only were 
eprisoners, Some of tho fugitives crossing 
Cayado river, made for the Ponte do Ling; 
others retired to Oporto, but the preatest. number, 
took the rond of Guimaracns, ding: the fight:at 
air. Crm Falporra, Eben appeurs, hy his own ollicial report, 
pore, MSS: to have been at Braga when the action commenced, 
and to have fled mnong the first, for he makes to: 
mention of the fight at Valperra, nor of the skirmish 
at Ponte Porta, nine his narrative hears every mark 
of j macemracy, 

Braga was at first abandoned by the suhabltant 
they returned however the next day, and when‘the 
French outposts were established, genoral  Lorge; : 
crossing the Cavyado, entered’ Bacellos; he wad 

“-well received by the corregidor, for which the latter 
was 2 few days afterwards hinged by the Partiv. 
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guiese general, Botilho, who eonmanded between Star. 
the Lima nd: the Minho. At Braga provisions ae 
were foitnd, and a large store of powder, which was ptuel. 


immediately made up in eartvidges for the use of 
the French; tho gun-curringes and ammunition- 
waggons, which had bucn very mucli damaged, 
were again repaired, and in hospital was established 
for eight hundred sick and wounded: hence it may 
be judged, that the Joss sustained in netion since 
the Tdth, was not less than six hundred men. 

Tho French general having thas broken through 
the second Portuguese line of defence could cither 
march directly upon Oporto, or reeover his commu. 
nication with ‘Tuy. He resolved upon the former, 
1y"becattso he knew through his spies and by in- 
tercepted lottars that Tuy, although besieged, was 
inno distress; that its puns overpowered those of 
the Portugttese fortress of Valenga on the apposite 
bank of the. Minho, and that the garrison made 
svecessful salliey, 2°.—-Beenuse information revchg 

him that’ sixty thousand men, troops of the line 
milttia, and ordenanca, were assembled in the en- 
trenched camp covering Oporto, and his scouts 
reported -alvo that the Portugnose were in forces 
at Guimaracns, wid had broken the bridges alony the 
whole course of the Ave, Lt was essential to crush 
these large hodies before they could aequire any 
formidable consistency; wherefore Soult put his army 
agtinin march, leaving Hendelet’s division at Bragn 
fo' protect his hospituls against Botilho, Menan- 
while Silveira struck a great blow, for being: rein- 
foreed from the side af Beira he remounted the 
Tariega, invested Chaves on the day of hattle at 
Braga, and the 28th foreed the garrison, consisting 
of one hundred fighting men and twelve hundred 
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sick, ta: enpitate, after whieh he ‘took Post at, 


= Amarante, while Soult, ignorant of the event, cons 


tinued his march aguinst Oporto in three columag, 

~The fist, compantel af Franeeschi’s and Meinety 
divisions, marched by the rou of Guimeraens and: 
Sun Justo, with orders to foree the passage of the 
Upper Ave, andscour the country towards Pom 
heiro. ‘The second, consisting of Merle’s, Labordes 
and La Houssuye'’s divisions, was commanded: ) 
Soult in person, and moved upon Barea do Troh, 
the third, under general Lorge, quitting Bact 
ninde way by the Ponte d'Ave,. 

The passage of the Ave wis fiercely Atspuind 
‘and the left columm was fought with in front-of 
Guimeracns, and at Pombeiro, nnd again at Paéate 
Negrellos, The last combat was rough, and. the 
French general Jardon was killed. The mareh‘of 
the centre column was arrested at Borea de Trofi, 
by the cutting of the bridge, jut the anatsti, 

erving the mumbers of the enemy, ascended the 
i bank, and foreed the passape at San Justa; 
not however without the help. of Vranceschi, ‘tho 
came down the opposite side of the river, after’ ie 
fight at Ponte Negvellos, t 

‘When the left and contre ed thus eressed, cola! 
Lallemand was detuched’ with a regiment of din | 
goons to assist Lorge, who was still held in check 
at the Ponte Ave; Lallemand was at. first -beaten 
back, but, being veinforeed with some infity, 
finally succeeded, when the Porkuguesa, enraged a» 
their defeat, brutally murdered their commander, 
general Vallonga, and dispersed. ‘Che whole French 
army was now in communication on the left bak 
of the Ave, the way to Oporto was opened, and, 


on the 27th, the* troops were finally concen 
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gated in front of the entrenchments covering: Chit 
citys . 
The action of Monterey, the taking of Chaves, 
aad the defeat at Braga, had so damped the bishop's 
ardour that he was, at one time, inclined to wbandon 
the defence of Oporto; but this idew was relin- 
quished when he condidered the multitudes he had 
drawn toyether, and that the Tnglish army wns 
stronger than it had been at any previous period 
since Cradock’s arrival; Beresford, also, was at 
the head of a considerable native foree behind the 
Mondego, and, with the hope of their support, 
ho resolved to stand the brunt. We had col- 
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lected, in the entrenched camp, little short of 


forty thousand men, and amon them were 
niany regular troops, of which two thousand had 
dately arrived under the command of general Vit- 
tora, ‘This officer had heen sent by Beresford to nid 
Silveira, but when Chaves surrendered, ho entered 
Oporto. ‘Lhe hupes of the people, uso, were high, 
for they could not believe that the French ee 
anaich for then; the preceding defeats were at- 
tributed, euch to its particular cnse of treason, ant 
the murder of Innocent persons followed as. an ex- 
plation.. Noman but the bishop durst thwart the 
slightest caprice of the mob, wad he was little dis- 
posed todo so, while Rayne, and others of his 
stamp, fomented their fury, and direeted i to pratily 
personal onmitios, ‘Thus, the defeat of Braga being: 
known In Oporto, caused a Qanalt an the 22d, in 
which Louis D’Olivera, a man of high rank, who 
“hed been cast into prison, was, with fourteen other 
“persons, holed forth, and despatehed with many 
stabs; the bodios were then mutiluled, and dragged 
fn-triamph through the streets. 
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nook The entrenchments extending, 28 1 have said; 





from the Douro to the coast, were complete, ng 
Marek. armed with two lundred pms. They-consisted of 

r aacitenes munber of forks of difter ent size, placed on the 
top of a succession of rounded hills, and where the 

hills failed, the defenees were continued by carthey 

ramparts, Joopholed ousesy ditehes, and. felled 

trees, Oporto itself ix built in a hollow, and g 

bridge of boats, newly thee lrundred yards in 

length, formed the only communication between 

the city and the suburb of Villa Nova; this 

bridge was completely commanded by fifty guns, 

planted on the blu and craggy heights that 

_ overhung the river above Villu Nova, and over 

* + looked, not only the eity, but a great part of the 
entrenched camp beyond it, Within the lines, 
tents were pitched for even greater numbers. than 
were assembled, ‘and the people running to ans, 
manned their works with great noise and, tye 
mult, when the French columns, gathoring’ like 
heavy thunder clouds, settled in’ front. of the 

camp. 

The duke of Daknatia arrived on the 27th, While 
at Braga he had written to the bishop, calling on 
him to eal the popular ellorvescones 5 now, be 
holding the extended works in his front, and reading 
their wenkness even in the multitudes that guarded 
them, he renewed his eall upon the prelate, to 
spore this great and commercial city the horrors of 
astorm. A prisoner, employed to carry this sum 
mons, would have been killed, but chat it was pie 
tended he came with an offer from Soult to sw: 
vender. his wy; and notwithstanding this ins 
genious deviec, and that the bishop commenced. a 
nogotintion, which was prolonged until evening, the 
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fring from the entrenchinents waa constent and 
eneral during the whole of the 28th, 
‘The parlay being findly broken off, Soult made 
dispositions for a general action on the 29th. Lo 
{rcilitate this, he caused Merle's division to approach 
tho Jeft of the entrenchments in the evening of the 
98th, intending thereby to divert attention from the 
te point of attack ; a prodigious fire was imme- 
diately oponed from the works, but Merle, having 
pushed close up, got into some hollow roads and 
enclosures, Where he maintained his footing, At 
qmother part of the line, however, some of the 
Portuguese pretending « wish to surrender, general 
Poy, with a single companion, imprndently ap 
ronched them, when the latter was killed, and Foy 
himself mate prisoner, and curcied into the town. 
He was mistaken for Loison, aud the people called 
out to kill “J/aneta,” but with groxtpresence of mind 
he held up his hands, and the crowd, convinced 
‘oftheir error, suffered him to be cast into the jail. 
Tho bishop, having: brought affairs to this awful 
crisis, had not resolution to brave the danger him- 
self, Leaving generals Lima and Pareivas to vom- 
“fand the amy, he, with an oseort of troops, quitted. 
the city, and, crossiny the river, took his station: in 
the Sarea convent, builton the top of the rugged hill 
which overhung: the suburb of Villa Nova, from 
whence he beheld in safety the horrors of the next 
days ‘Lhe bells in Oporto continued to ring: all 
night, and abont twelve o’¢lock a violent thunder 
storm arising, the sowed of the winds was mistaken 
inthe camp for the approach of enemies; at once 
the whole line blazed with a fire of muskatry, the 
ror of two hundred pieces of artillery was heard 
above the noise of the tumpest, and the Portuguese 
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n90K calling to one another with loud cries, were hgitated 
oe at once with fury and with terran, The morning, 
huek, however, . broke serencly, and a little before sovey 
‘clock the sound of trumpets aud drums, and the 

glitter of arms, pve notice thet the Hreneb: a) 


was in mation for the attic tk. 





BATTLE AND STORMEING OF OPORTO, .,., 
sa es Tho feint made the evening before against the 
Oporntions left, which was the weakest part of the line, shad 
perfectly succeeded, the Portnynese generals placed 
their principal masses on that sides “but the dukoof 
Dalmatia was intent upou the strongest points of 
the works, being resolved to force his way through 
the town, and seize the bridge during the fight, that 
he might secure the passage of the river. Elis. amy 
was divided into three columns ; of which the fist, , 
under Merle, attacked the left of the Portuguese 
centre; the.second, under iyanceschi wad Laborde,’ 
assailed their extreme right; the third, composed 
of Monet's division, sustiined by a> brigade: of 
dragoons, was in the centre. General. Lorge was 
appointed.to cut of a body of ardomunga; who were, 
posted with some guns, in front of the Portuguese 
loft, but beyond: tho works on the road of Villa de. " 
Conde, wakes 
The battle was. commenced by the wings}. or 

Mermet’s division was withheld, wntil tha enomy's 
generals, believing the whole of the attack was 
developed, had weakened their centre to strengthen 
their flanks. Then the Frenel reserves, rushing 
* violently forwards, broke through the’ entrench 
ments, and took the tio principal forts,” ett 
tering by. the embrasures, and killing or dispersing 
all within them. Soult instantly rallied -his troops, 
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and sent. two batinlions to tuke the Portuguese CHAP 


left-wing in the rewr, while two other battalions —--—— 


; A 1800, 
were ordered to march straight into the town, and Marek. 


make for the bridge, ‘The Portnpuese army, thos 
qut in two, was soon beaten on all points. Laborde 
carved in suecession a nmmber of forts, took filty 
pieces of artillery, hd reweluing the edge of the 
city, halted until 1" ranceschi, who was engaged still 
more to the left, could join him. By this move- 
ment alarge body of the Portuguese were driven off 
from the town, und forced back to the Douro, being 
followed by a Brignde under general Arnaud, 
» Merle, seving that the success of the contre was 
complete, brought up his fete flunk, carried all the 
forts to his right in succession, killed @ great mun 
ber-of the defenders, and drove the rest towards the 
sea, ‘These last dividing, Ded for refuge, one part 
to the fort of St. Joa, the other fowards the mouth 
of the Douro, where, maddened by terror, asthe 
Brench came pouring down upon them, they strove, 
‘somo .to swim across, others to get aver in smell 
boats; their general, Lima, called out agninst this 
«hopeless attempt, but they tuned and mardered 
him, within nmaket-shot of the approwching enemy, 
vand then, renewing the attempt to cross, nearly the 
whole perished. The victory was now eertuin, for 
Lorge had dispersed the people on the side of Villa 
de Condo, and general Armd lemming in those 
above. the town prevented them: from plunging into 
the river also, as in their desperate mood they were 
going ta do, 


Nevertheless the battle continued within Oporto, ‘ 


for the (wo battalions sent from the centre having 
burst the barviendes at the entrance of the sivects, 
penetrated, fiehting, to the bridge, and here all 


se 
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the horrid circumstances of war seemed to be adey 
mulated, and the ealunities of an age compressed 


March, into’ one doleful how. More than four thousand 


persons, old and young, and of bath sexes, woig 
seen pressing forward with wild timmult, ‘some 
already on the bridge, others striving to gain it; all 
in a state of phrenzy. The bagteries on the opposite 
bank opened their fire when the French appeared; 
and at thet moment a troop of Portuguesc cavilty 
flying from the fight came down one of the streets; 
and remorseless in their fears, bore, ,at full gallop, 
into the midst of the miserable Holploss crowd; 
trampling « bloody pathway to the river, Suddenly 
the nearest boats, unable to sustain the increasing 
weight, sunk and the foremost wretches <still 
tumbling into the river, as they were pressed from 
behind, perished, until the heaped bodies: rising 
above the surface ‘of the waters, filled all the space 
left by the sinking of the veusels, ih 
The first of the French that arrived, amazed -at 
this fearful spectacle, forgot the battle, and has. 
tened to save those who still struppled for li— 
and while some were thus nobly enployed, ‘others , 
by the help of planks, getting’ on to the firmer parts 
of the bridge, crossed the river and enrried the bat. 
teries on tho hoights of Villa Nova, The passage 
was thus secured, but this terrible destruction did 
not complete the measure of the city's calamities; 
two hundred men, who oceupied the bishop's pa- 
lace, fired from the windows and muinteined that 
post until the French, gathering round them in 
strength, burst the doors, and put all to the sword, 
Every street and house then rung with the noise of 


‘the combatants and the shrieks of distresy ; for the 


French soldiers, exasperated by long hardships, 


we 
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and prone like all soldicrs to ferocity and violence oma. 
during an assault, becume frantic with fury, when, and 
in one of the principal squares, thoy found several Murch. 
of their comrades who had been made prisoners, 
fastened upright, and living, but with their eyes 

burst, their tongues torn oul, their other, mem- 

bers mutilated nnd gashed. Those that beheld the 

sight spared none who fu}l in their way. Tt was in 

yain that Soult strove to stop the slaughter; it was 

in vain that hundreds of officers and soldiers op- 

posed, at the risk of their lives, the venyeance of 

their comrades” and by their generous oxcrtions 
rescued vast numbers that would otherwise have 

fallen victims to the anger and brutality of the 
moment, The frightful scene of rape, pillage, and 
murder, closod not for many howrs, and what with 

those who fell in battle, those who were drowned, ; 
and thoso sucrificed to revenge, il is said that. ten onvanl of 
thousand Portuguese died on that wuhappy day 14" 
The loss of the Iyench did not execed five hundred 

men . 
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nook Tix dire slaughter at Oporto was followed up bya 

variety of important operations; Dut before these aie 
treated of, it is essentinl to murrate the contemporg 
neous cyents on the Tagus and the Cuadiana,: for 
the war was wide and complicatady and the result 
depended more upon the general combinations than 
upon any particular movements, aa 





Jan, 





iW 
OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST AND YOURTIT Conrs, 
Tt has been already related that Murshul Victor, 
after making a futile attempt to surpriso the mar 
quis of Palacios, had retired to his former quartets . 
at Toledo; that the conde de Cartonjal, who sue: 
ceeded the duke of Infintucdo, lad advanced: to 
Ciudad Real with about fourtuen thousand men; 
that Cuesta having broken the bridge of Almoray, 
guarded the line of the ‘Taps with fourteen thousand 
infuntry and two thousand five hundred cavalry. The 
4th corps remained at Tolavern and Placentia, but 
held the bridge of Araobispo by a detachment, 
The remainder of. the Trench army was in Cate 
Jonia, at Zaragoza, or on the communication ; the 
Inperiat Yeserve of heavy cavalry had been suppressed, and 
tise” the regiments dispersed among the corps d'armee; 
MSS. the whole army, exclusive of the king’s guards, 
was about two hundred and seventy thousand 

men, with forty thousand horses, shewing a de- 
ercase of sixty-five thousand men since the 15th of 
November. But this included the imperiul guards, 
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the reserve of infantry, and many detachments 
dyafted from the corps—in all forty thousund men, 
who had been struck off the valls of the army in 
Spain, with a view to the war in Germany. The real 
i of the French by sword, sickness, and captivity; 
iy the four months sneceeding Napoleon's arrival 
inthe. Peninsula, was therefore about tventy-five 
thousand—a vast number, bul uot ineredible, when 
it is considered that two sicges, twelve pilched 
battles, and innumerable combats had taken placo 
during that. pegigd. 

- Such was the state of affairs when the duke of 
Bel luno, having reevived orders to aid Soult in the 
invasion of Portuyal, changed places with the fourth 
corps, Sebastiani was then opposed to Cortonjal, 
and. Victor stood apainst Cuesta. ‘The former fixed 
his head-quarters at Toledo, the Jatter at Talavera 
de Ja Reyna, the communication between them 
‘being kept up by Montbrun's division of cavalry, 
while. the. parison of Madrid, composed of the 
king's guards, and Dessolle’s division, equally sup- 
ported both, But to understand the conneetion 
‘between the Jirst, seeond, and fourth corps, and 
Lapisse’s division, it is necessary to have a clear 
idea of the nature of the country on both sides of 

the Tagus, 

That river, after passing Toleda, runs through a 
deep and loug valley, walled up on either hand by 
lofty mountains, Those on the right: benk are 
Always. capped with snow, . and ranging nearly 
parallel with a couse of the stream, divide ‘the 
‘valley. of the Tayus. from Old Castile and the 
Salamanca country; the highest parts being known 
hy.the names of the Sierra de Gredos, Sierra de 
Bejar, and. Sierra de Gatu. (rn these sierras the 
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OOK: Alberche, tho Tictar, and the Alngon, take tha 





risey and, ploughing the valley in a ranting divegs 


sn tion, fall into the Tagus. aos 


Phe principal mountain on the lett bank is:caljed! 
the Sierra de Guadalupe; it extends in a southwarg 
direction from the river, dividing: the upper Pai of 
La Manchn from Spanish Estremadira. 

The communications leading: from the Solin 
country into the valley of the Tagus are neither 
many nor good ; the principal passes aro— ! 

Ist. The wy of Torenjada, an old Romen tond, 
which, ronning through Pedrahite atid Villa F Fratey, 
crosses the Sierra de Gredos at Puerto de Pico, ‘and 
then descends by Montheltran to Talavera, 


2d, The pass of Arenas, lending’ nearly pen 


- = a short distance from, the first, 
‘The pass, of Tornevecns, leading upon 
pcan. 
4th, The route of Bejar, which, crossing the 
Sierra de Bejar nt the pass of Baitos, descends 
likewise upon Placentia. 
5th, The route of Payo or Gatun, which crosses 


tho Sierra de Gate by the Pars of Perales, and’ 
afterwards dividing, sends one hrenel ta Aleantary}: 


the other to Corin and Placentia, Of these five 
passes the two last only are, generally speaking; 
practicable for artillery. 


The royal roads, from Toledo and Madrid: té: 


Badajos, unite near Talavera and follow the cowse 


of the Tagus by the right Denk as fir-as Naval 


Moral, but thon, turning:to the left, cross the river! 
at the bridge of Almaraz. Now, from ‘Toledo, west 


ward, to the bridge of Almaraz, a distance of above 


fifty miles,. the left bank of the Taus is so crowded’ 


by the rugged shoots of the Sierra de Guadalupe 


’ 
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that it may be broadly stated as impassable for an HAP. 


army; and this peculiarity of ground pives the key 
to the oporatfens on both sides. For. Cuesta and 
Cartonjal, by xenson of this impassable Sicrra do 
Guadalupe, had no direct militury communication 
but Vietor and Scbastinni, occupying Toledo and 
Talavera, could unite on either line of operations by 
the royal xouds above mentioned, or by a secondary 
road which running new Yebenes crosses the Tagus 
by a stonc bridge near Puebla de Montalvan, half 
way between Toledo and Talavera. 

The rallying*point of the French was Madrid, 
and their parallel lincs of defence were the Tapus, 
the Alberche, and the Guncdarama, 

- The base of Cartonjal’s operations was the Sierra 
de Morena, 

_ ,,.Cueste’s first lino was the Tapug, and his second 
the Guardiana, from whence he could retreat by a 
flank march to Budajos, or by a direct one to: the 
defiles of Monasterio in the Sierra Morena, 

The two Spanish armies, if they had been united, 
would not have finished more than twenty-six 
thousand infantry and five Chousind cavalry, and 
they had no reserve, ‘The two French corps, united, 
would have exceeded thirty-five thousund fighting. 
men, supported by the reserva under the king. The 
French, therefore, had the advantage of numbers, 
position, and discipline, 

Following the orders of Napoleon, marshal Vietor 
should have been at Morida before the middle of 
February. In that position he would have con- 
fined Cuesta to the Sierra Morena, and with his 
twelve regiments of cavalry he could easily have 
kept all the (lat country, as fir as Badajos, in sub- 
jection, That fortress itself’ had no means of resist 





‘L800. 
Feb. 


208 HISTORY OF ‘TILE 


ROOK ance, and, certainly, there was no Spanish foree 
the field capable of impeding the full execution: of 
March, the emperor's instrnetions, which worg@tlso relteriited « 
by the king, Nevertheloss, the duke of Bellung 
remained inert wt this critienl period, and the 
Spaniards, attributing his inretivity to weakness 
endeavoured to provoke the blow so unaccountably 
withheld; for Crests was projecting oftensive move 
ments against Victor, and the duke of Albuquerque 
was oxtromely anxious to attack Toledo from: the 
side of In Mancha,  Cartoajal opposed Albu. 
querque’s plans, but offered him a‘small force with 
which to act independently. The duke complained 
to the junta of Cartonjul's proccedings, and Mr, . 
Frere; whose traces are to be found in overy ‘ins. 
trigue, and every absurd project bronched at this 
poriod, having supported Albuquerque's complaints, 
Cartonjal was directed by the junta to follow the 
duke’s plans; but the latter was himself ordeied 
to join Cuesta, wilh a detachment of four or fivo 
thousand men. a 





ROUT OF CIUDAD WEAT. 

Cartoajal, in pursuance of his instruetions 
marched with twelve thousand men, and tventy 
guns, towards Toledo ; his udyvanced putrd attacked 
a vegiment of Polish Iaucers, new Consuegra, but 
the latter retired without loss,  Ifereupon, Sebes- 
tiani, with about ten thousand men, came up against 
him, and the leading divisions encountering at 
Yebenes, the Spaniards were pushed hack to Ciudad 
Real, where they halted, leaving: guards on the 
river in front of that town, ‘The French nme 
diately forced the passage, and a tumultuary action 
ensuing, Cartoajal was totally routed, with the loss 
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of all-his'guns, @ thousund slain, and several thou GIAP. 
sand prisoners; the vanquished. fled by Alnagro, Pan 
vand the Trerigh cavalry pursued even to the foot of Maret. 
the Sierra. Morena. This action, fought on the 
g7th'of March, nud commonly called the hattle of 4 
Ciudad Real, was not followed up with any grent 
profit. to the. victors, Sebustinni gathered ap the 
spoils, gent his prisoners to the rear, and held hiv 
troops concentrated on the Upper Guadiana,: to 
-await the result of Victor's operations ; thus enabling 
the Spanish fugitives to rally at Caroling, where they 
were reinforced by levies from Grenada and Cordova. 
» While these events were passing in La Mancha, 
Estremadura was also invaded, for the king, having 
received a despatch from Soult, dated Orense and 
giving notice thit the second corps would be at 
Oporto about the 15th of March, had reiterated the 
order for Lapisse to move on Abrintes, and for the 
duke of Belluno to pass the Tapus-and drive Cuesta 
beyond the Guadinun. Marshal Vietor, who appears 
to have been, for some reason unknown, ayerse to 
aiding the operations of the second corps at all, 
remonstrated, and esxpecinlly wed that the order 
toLapisse should be withdrawn, lest hig division 
should arrive tad soon, and without support, tt 
Abrantes;:dut this time the king was firm, and, 
on the 14th of Mareh, the duke of Belluno, having 
collected: five days’ provisions, mude the necessary 
dispositions to pays the ‘agus. 

The amount of the Spanish foree immediately on 
thitriver was about sixteen thousand men, and Cuesta Gener 


A Hemoli's 
hed- also several detnehments and irregular bands Jornal 
. , . * . a Herne 
in.his vear, which may be ealeulated at cight thou- tims 

ny " ny . MAL 
sand more. The Duke of Belluno, however, esti- 
matedsthe troups in position hefore him at thirty 
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nook thousand, & great error lor wo experienced. p.coms, 
———— mander to make, Qu the other hand, Cuesta wag, 
met. as-ill informed; for this was the ngement when, , 


with his approbation, colonel 1’Urban proposed:.tp 
sir John Cradock, that curiously combined atigek 
against Victor, wready noticed, in which the 
Spaniards were to cross the Tagus, and sir-Robert 
Wilson was to come down upon the Tietar, This, 
also, was the period thut Mr, Urere, apparently, 
ignorant that there were at least twenty-five thou. 
sand fighting men in the valley of the Tagys, 
without reckoning the king's or Sebastiani’s troops); 
proposed, that the twelve thousand British under 
sir John Cradock, should march from Lisbon: to 
“ drive the fourth Jrench corps from Toledo,” and, 
“ consequently,” as he plirased it, from Madrid” 

The first movement of Marshal Vietor caked 
Cuesta from thesé dreans. a 

The bridges of ‘Talavera and Arzobispo were, as 
we have seen, hell by the French, and their ad, 
vanced posts were pushed into the valley. of the, 
Tagus, as fiw as the Barea do Bazugonn, i 

The Spanish position extended from Gurbin, nea 
the bridge of Arzobispo, to the bridge of Alunaray, the, 
centre being at Meza UIbor, a position af surprising: 
strength, running at right angles from the Togus.to,, 
the Guadalupe, The headquarters and reserves, 
wore at Deleytosa, and a road, cut by the troops,, 
afforded a communication betweon that place : aud; 
Mera d'Thor. 

On the right bunk of the Tagus there was easy 
access to the bridges of Talavera, Avavbispo, , and, 
Almaraz; but on the left bank’no road. existed, by. 
which artillery could pass the mountains except, 
that of Almataz, which was crossed at the distance * 
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of four-or five miles from the river hy the almost CHAP. 
impreghable ridge of Mirahbete. te 

The Duke af Belhino’s plan was, to pass the Tagus Murh. 
atthe bridges of Talavera and Arzobispo, with his 
infantry and part of his cavalry, and to operate in # 
the Sidra, de Guadalupe aginst the Spanish right; 
while the artillery and grand pare, protested hy 
the yemainder of the cavalry, were to be united Ope Tein 
posite Almaraz, having with them wv raft bridge to At thn Flea 
throw across at that point. ‘This project is Ms. 
seatecly to be reconciled with the estimate made of 
Cuesta’s force; for surely nothing could be more 
yish than to expose the whole of the puns and field 
stores of the army, with no other guard than some 
cavalry and one battalion of infantry, close to a 
powerful enemy, who possessed a pood pontoon 
tain, and who might, consequently, pass the river 
at pleasure. , 

The 16th; Laval’s division of German iafantry, 
and’ Lasalle’s cavalry, crossed at Talavera, and, 
twining to. the right, worked winareh through the 
rocky hills; the infintry to Aldea Nueva, on a ling 
somewhdt short of the bridge of Arzobispo ; the 
cavalry higher up the mountain towards Estrella. 
The 16th, when those troops had advanced a few 
niles to the front, the head-quarters, and the other 
divisions of infuntry, passed the bridge of Arzobispo 5 
while the artillory und the pares, wecompanied by a 
battalion of grenadiers, and the escorting cavalry, 
moved to Almaray, with orders to watch, on the 17th 
and 18th, for the appenrance of the army on ‘the 
heights at tho other gide, and then to move down- 
to'the point before indicated for launching the raft 
bridge. 

Alatmed:by these movements, Cuesta hastened 
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in person to Mirabete, and directing pencral Tones, 


—-—— trosa to defend the bridge of Aluswaz, with eight 


800. 
March. 


thousand men, sent a detachment to: reinforeg 
his, own right wing; which was posted behind the 
Ibor, a small river, but at this season running 
with p full torrent from the Guadalupe to the 
Tagus. 

The 17th, the Spwnish advanced guards were 
driven, with some loss, across the Thor, They ate” 
tempted to re-form on the high rocky banks of. thet 
river, but being closely followel, retreated to the 
camp of Meza d'Thor, the great natural strength of 
which was increased by some ficll-works, Their 
position could only be attacked in front, and this 
being apparent at the first glance, Laval’s divi- 
sion was instantly formed into columns of attack, 
which pushed rapidly up the mouutain, the: ine 
qualities of growid covering them in some sort from 
the eflects of the enemy's artillery, As they arriyed 
near the. summit, the fire of musketry and grape. 
became murderous, but at this instant the Spaniards, 
who should have displayed wll their vigour, broke 
and fled to Campillo, leaving behind them bagenge 
magazines, seven guns, and w thousand prisoners, 
besides cight hundred killed and wounded. |The 
French had only seventy killed, and five hundred 


- wounded; and while this aetion was taking plece 


at Meza @Ibor, Villatte’s division, heing higher up 
the Sierra, to the left, overthrew a smaller body of 
Spaniards, at Frenedoso, making three hundred 
prisoners, and capturing a large store of arms. << 

The 18th, at day-breuk, thaduke of Belluno, who 
hed superintended in person the attack at Meza 
d'Ibor, examined from that high pound all the re 
maining position of the Spaniards. Cuesta, he * 
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observed; was in full retreat to ‘Trnxillo, but He. CHAP 


hestrosa was still posted in front of Almaraz; where- 


to Deleytosa, t and Laval’s Germans were led against 
Henestrosa, and the latter, aware of his danger 
and alveady preparing Lo retire, was driven hustily 
over thecridge of Mirahete, 

Tn tho course of the night, the raft bridge was 
thrown across the Tapnsa; the next day the Freneh 
dragoons passed to the left bank, the artillery fol- 
Jowed, and the cavalry immediately pushed forward 
toTraxilo, from which town Cuesta hed already 
fallon back to Santa Cruz, leaving Tenestrosa. to 
cover the retreat. ‘The 20th, after a slight skirmish, 
the latter was foreed over the Mazuna, and the 
whole French army, with the exception of a rogi- 
ment of dragoais (elt to guard the ralt hridee) was 
poured along the road to Movida, 

The advanced guard, consisting of a regiment of 
light cavalry, under veneral Bordesoult, arrived the 
gist in front of Minjadas, where the road dividing, 
sends one branch to Merida, the other to Medellin, 
A parly of Spanish borsemen were posted acu the 
town, they appeared in preat alarm, and by their 
hesitating movements invited change 5 the Freneh 
incautiously galloped forward, and, in a moment, 
twelve or fourteen himdred Spanish cavalry, placed 
in ambush, came up at speed on the flanks, 
General Lasalle, who from a distance had observed 
the movements of both sides, iminediately rode for. 
ward with a second regiment, and arrived just ws 
Bordesoult had oxtricated himself from a great peril, 
by his own valow, but with the loss of seventy 
killed and a hundred wounded, 

After this wellennuiped combat, Coeste retired 
to Medellin without being: molested, and Vietor 


180) 
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spreading, his cavalry posts on the different. routag 
to guin intelligence and to collect provisions, esta. 


March, blished his own quarters at Truxillo, a town of 


, some trade, and advantageously situated for a plage 


Cnations of arms, Tt had been deserted by the inhabitants 


and pillaged by the first Pronch troops that entered, 
but it still offered great resources for the “i and 
there was an ancient citudel, enpable ‘of being 
rendered defensible, whieh was immediately armed 
with the Spanish guns, and provisioned trom the 
magazines taken at Meza d'tThor. Meanwhile, the 
flooding of the Tagus and the rocky nature ofits 
bed: injured the fltluitilieo near Almaraz, andide. 
layed the passage of the artillery and stoves; 
wherefore directions were piven to have a. boat 
bridge prepared, and v fiekl-fort constructed on the 
left bank of the Tagus, to be armed with three gang, 
and garrisoned with a hundred and fifty mento 
protect the bridge, These arrangements andthe 
establishment of an hospital, for two thousand mea, 
at Truxillo, delayed the fist corps until the 24th 
of Mareh. 

The light cayalry reinforeed by twelve faiuel 
-voltigeurs boing posted at Minjadas, lad covered all 
=the rouds branching from thet conteal point. with 
‘their scouting parties, and now reported that a fow 


“mit Cuesta's people had retired to Medellin. that 


from five to six thousand nen were thrown into the 
Sierra de Guadalupe on the left of the French; 
that four thousand infintry and two thousand ea 
valry were behind the river Carga, in frontof 
Medellin, and thet every thing: else was over:the 
Guadiana, ‘Thus the line af retreat chosen. by 
Cuesta uncovered Merida, and, consequently, .the 
great road between Badajos and Seville was open 
to the French. But Vietor was not disposed to profit 
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fom this, for he was aware that Albuquerque was CHAP. 


coming from La Mancha to Cuesta, and believed —- 


cee 


TROD, 


that he brought nine thousined infantry and two auch. 


thousand cavalry ; ho therefore feared that Caesta's 
intention was either to diy him into a dificult 
country, by making w Mank marek to fain Cartonjal 
jn La Mancha; or by crossing’ the Guadianny above 
Naval Villar, where the fords are wways practi- 
cable, to rejoin his detachments in the Sierra. de 
Guadalupe, and so establish a new base of apera- 
tions on the left flank of the French army. This 
yeasoning. was niispleced ; neither Cuesta nor lis 
amy were capable of such operations; his line of 
yetroat was solely directed hy a desire to join Albu- 
querque, and to save his troops, hy taking to a 
rigged instead of an apen countey, The duke ot 
Belluno Jost the fruits of his previous success, by 
thus over-rating his adversary's skill ; instead of Lol- 
lowing Cuesta with a resolution to break up the 
Spanish army, he, alter leavityy a brigade at Truxille 
and Almaraz, to protect the communientions, was 
contented to udvanee afew leagues on the road te 
Medellin with his main hoy; sending his Tight 
cavelpy to Meride, and pushing on detaecliments. 


towards Badajos aud Seville, while other partics : 


explored the rouds leading inte the Guadalupe, 


The 27th, however, he marched in person to Me- 


dell al the head of vo divisious af infantry, nud 
wbrigade of hoavy cavalry. Might hundred Spanish 
horse posted on the right bauk of the Cuadiana, 
retired at- his approach, and erossing: that river; 
halted.at Don Benito, where they were reintoreed 
by other squadrons, but no infantry were to he dis- 
covered, The dake of Bellime then passing’ the 
viver took post on the road loadings to Mingabvil 
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nooK and Don Benito, and the situntion of the Brench i 
a anny in the evening wis a4 follows 
lia The iain bedy, consisting of two divisions of 
infantry, aud ane incomplete brigade af heavy a, 
valry in position on the rowd leadingy from Medellin -' 
to Don Benito wad Mingabril, 
The remainder of the dragoons, under I Tour 
Maubourg, nt Zorita, fifteen miles on the, left, 
watching the Spaniards in the Guadwupe, m 
The light cuvalry at Merida, eighteen miles to. 
the right, having patrolled all that day on the roads 
to Badajos, Seville, and Medellin, 
Rutin’s division ab Minjudas cightoon niles in 
tho rear. 
But in the course of the evening intelligence 
arrived that Albuqnerque was just come up with 
cight thousand amen; that the combined troops, 
amounting to twenty-cipht thousiud infantry. and 
seven thousand’ cavalry, were in position: on the 
table land of Don Benito, and that Cuesta, aware 
of the seatterad state of the French army, was pre 
« paring to attack the two divisions on their marek 
© the next day. Upon this, Vietor, notwvithstandiig 
the strength of the Spanish amy, resolvad togight, 
and immediately sent orders to Lusulle, to Rubia, 
and to Latour Maubourg, to bring their divisions! 
down to Medellin; the Jatter was also directed to 
leave a detachment at Minjudas to proteet...the 
route of Merida, and a hrivade at Zorita, to observe 
the Spaniards in the Sierra de Guadalupe. 
Cuesta’s numbers were greatly exaggerated; 
that general blaming every body Int himself, for 
his failure on the Tagns, had fallen back to Cam 
panarios, rallied all his scattered detachments, and 
then, returned to Villa Nuova de Serena, where he 
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yas joined: on the a7th by Albuquerque, who ear. 
“poughtup, notn grent body of infuntry and cavalry oo 
as supposed, but less than three thousnd infmtry Maret. 
and afew hundred horse. This reiuforeement, 
added to some battalions drawn yom Andalnsia, 
- jncreased Cueste’s army to thout twenty-five thou- 
sand foot, four thousind horse, and eighteen or 
twenty pieces of artillery; and with this fores, he, 
«fearing for the safety of Badajos, retraced his steps 
-and rushed headlong to destruetion, 
Medellin, possessing a fine stonc-bridpe, is situ- 
ated in a hollow on the left bank of the Guadiana, 
and just beyond the town is a vast plain, or table 
land, the edge of which, breaking abruptly down, 
forms the bed of the river, The Ortigosa, which cuts 
this plain, is arapid torrent, rushing perpendicuarly 
on to the Guadiana, and having’ steep and rugped 
banks, yot in parts passable for artillery. Two 
roads branch out from Medellin, the one leading to 
Mingrabil ou the right, the other to Don Benito an 
the left, those places being about five miles apart. 





DATE OF MEDMLLIN, 


©The French tumy, with the exeeption of’ the 
troops left to cover the communications and those wt 
‘Zorita, was concentrated in the town at ten o'clock, and 
atone, about fourteen thousind infantry, two thou- 
* sand five hundred cavalry, and forty-two pieces of 
artillery, went forth to fight. The pluin on the side 
of Don Benito was bounded by a high ridge of 
land; béhind which Cueste kept the Spanish infin- 
try concealed, showing only his cavalry and seme 
gins inadyanee, ‘To make him display his lines 
of'infantry the French general sent GLasalle’s light 
cavalry, with a battery of six ims and two batta- 
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nook lions. of German infintry, towards Don Bent, 
while Latour Manbourpy, with five squndrong gf 

3 
Muh. dragoons, eight runs, and two other battalions, 





‘keeping close to the Ortigosa, audvanced towards: 


point of the enemy's ridge called the Retamoss, 
Tho rest of the army were kept in reseryo,. the 
division of ‘Villatte -and the reminder of the Ger 
mans, being, one-hall on the row of Don Benito, 
the other hal€ on the road af Mingabril, Ra's 
division was a little way in rear, aud a battalion 
was left to guard the bagguge at the Bridge of 
Medellin, aA 
» Ag-the French squadron advanced, the artillery 
on -hoth sides opened, and the Spanish. cavihy 
guards in. the plain retired slowly to the high 
ground. Lasalle and Latour Maubourg then pressed 
forward, but justas the latter, who had-the shortest 
distance to traverse, approached the enemy's. posi 
tion, the whale Spanish line of battle was suddenly 
doseried in full march over the edge of the ridge, 


and:stretehing from the Ortigoxu to within a mile of: 


the Guadiana,—a menacing but glorious apparition: 
Cuesta, Honestrost, and the duke del Parque; 
with tho mass of cx walry, were on the lofts Frae 
cisco Trias, with the main body of infantry, { inthe 
centro ; quia and Portayyo on the right, which’ 
was prolonged to the Guadiaua by some. scattered 
squadrons under Albuquerque, who flanked «thd 
march of the host as it descended with a maple pued 
into the plain. pete 

Cuesta’s plan was now disclosed 3 hls lino overs 
lapped tho French left, and he was hastening to-cut 
their army off from Medellin, but his order of battle 


was-on a front of three miles, and he had‘no're:. 


serve, The Dyke of Belluno, seving: this, instantly 
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‘prought his centre a little forward, and then, rein. CHAP: 
forcing Latour Manhowg with ten guns and a bat- Tae 
talion: of grenadiers, und detaching a brigade of Mah. 
infantry ag & support, ordered him to fall boldly on 
tho advancing enemy; at the same thue Lasalle, 
qvho was giving way under the pressure of his 
antagonist, was directed to retire towards Medellin, 
alivays refusing his left, 
+ The Spaniards marched briskly forward - into the 
plain, and a special body of cavalry, with three 
thousand infantry, running out from their left, met 
Latour Maubourg in front, while a regiment of jus- 
sarg fell upon the Jrench columns of prenadiors 
and.guns in his rew. The hussars being reccived 
with grape, a pelting’ fire of musketry, and a charge 
in. flank. by some dragoons, were heaten at once ; 
but-the Spanish infantry, closely, followed by the 
rest of their own cavalry, came boldly up to Latour 
Maypourg’s horsemen, and with a rough discharge, 
forced them back in disorder, ‘Che Mrench, how- 
‘over, soon rallied, and smashing the Spanish ranks 
with artillery, and fiplting all together, broke 
in-and: overthrew ‘their enemies, man and horse: 
Cuesta was wounded and foll, but, being quickly 
remountad, escaped, 

While this was passing on the French right, La- 
salle’s cavalry, continually refusing its left, was 
brought fighting lose up to the muin body of the 
French infantry, which was now disposed on a new 
front, having a reserve behind the centre. Mean- 
while Latour Manbourg's division was being: re- 
formed on the ridge from. whence the Spaniards had 
first descended, and the whole face of the battle 
was..changed ; for the Spanish left being’ put to 
flight, the Fronch right wing overlapped the centre 
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of their antagonist, nnd the long attentated lig 
of tho latter wavering, disjointed, and iscloring 
wide chasms, was still advancing without ci 
object. 

The duke of Bellumo, aware that the decisivs 
moment of the battle had mrived, was on the point 
of commanding e general attack, when his attentioy 
was arrested by the appearance of a column coming 
down on the rear of his right wing from the side of: 
Mingabril, A brigade from the reserve, with foi 
guns, was immediately sent to keep this body it 
cheek, while Lasulle’s cavalry, taking ‘ground 
to its left, unmasked the infuntry in the centre; and 
the latter advancing, poured a heavy fire into ‘the 
Spanish ranks ; Latour Maubourg, sweeping round 
their left flank, then fell on the rear, and,’ at the 
same moment, Lasalle also pulloped in upon the 
dismayed and broken bands. A horrible carnage 
ensued, for the French soldiers, while their stygngth 
would permit, continucd to follow and strike, until 
three-fifths of the Spanish army wallowed in blood 
Six guns und several thousund prisoners were 
tnken; General Vrins, deeply wounded, fell: into 
the hands of the victors; and so utter was the 
discomfiture, that for several days alter,’ Cuesta 
could not rally. single battalion of infantry, and 
his cavalry was only saved hy the specd 7 te 
horses, 

Following: general Semelé's journal, of whic, 
however, I only possess an unauthenticated ‘copy, 


the French loss did not oxeeed three hundyed nen; 


a number so utterly disproportionate to that ‘of the 
vanquished as to be scarcely credible, aud if corteet, 
discovering a savage. rigour in the pursuit’by no 
means commendable; for it doos not appear that 
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F r , aie 4 OMAP. 
any previous cruclties were perpetrated by the Of! 


Spaniards to iivitate. tho French soldiers. The right 


jo slaughter an cnemy in battle can neither he dis- Maret. 


puted nor limited; ut a brave soldier should always 
have regard to the character of his country, and be 
sparing of the sword towards beaten men, 

“The main body of the Ivench army passed the 
night of the 28th newr the field of battle; but La- 
tour Maubourg marched with the dragoons by the 
loft. bank of the Gaudiann to Merida, leaving 2 
detachment at Torre Mexia to watch the rounds of 
Almendralego and Villa Franca, and to give notice 
if the remains of Cuesta’s army should attempt to 
gain Badajos, in which ease the dragoons had orders 
to. intercept thom nt Loboa. The 29th, Villatte’s 
division. aclvanced as fiw as Villa Nueva de Serena, 
and the light cavalry were pushed on to Cumpana- 
rios; yet,.as all the reports agfeed that Cuesta, 
with a fow horsemen, had taken refuge in the Sierra 
Morena, and that the remnants of his army were 
dispersed and wandering through the fields and 
along the bye-ronds, without any power of re- 
uniting, the duke of Belluno relinquished the pur- 
suit, Having fixed his head-quartors at Merida, 
and, occupied that place and Medellin with his 
infantry, he formed with his cavalry a belt extend- 
ing from Lobon on the right to Mingrabil on the 
loft; but from all this tract of country the people had 
fled; and even the grent towns were deserted. 
Merida, situated in a richly-cultivated basin, pos- 
sessed a fine bridge and many magnificent remains of 
antiquity, Roman and Moorish; amongst others, a 
castle built on the right bank of the river, close to 
the bridge, was so perfect that, in cight days, it was 
rendered capable of resisting any sudden assault; six 
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nook guns were mounted on the walls, an hospital’ fig 





1800. 


Aqui. 


thousand men was established there, dnd a porvisoy 
of three hundred men, with two months’ stores and 
provisions for eight hundred, was put intoié 
The king now repeated his orders, that the duke’ 
of Belluno should enter Portugal, and that general: 
Lapisse should mareh upon Abrantes, The: forner 
again remonstrated, on the pround that he could! 
not make such a movement and defend his commy:’ 
nications with Almaraz, unless the division éf: 
Lapisse was pormilted to join him by the: route oft 
Alcantara. Nevertheless as Baduajos, although more: 
capable of defenes than it hul been in Decombei,’ 
when the fourth corps was at Merida, was still fir’ 
from being secure; ad as many of the: rich 
inhabitants, dispusted and fitigned with the violence 
of the mob government, were more inclined to be.’ 
tray the gates to ‘the French than to risk a siogd;' 
Victor, whose battering train (composed of aly 
twelve picces, badly horsed aud provided) was still 
at Truxillo, opened a seeret communication with! 
the malcontents, “The parties met wt the village of 
Albuera, and everything wus arranged for the sur 
render, when the peasants giving notice ‘tothe 
junta that some treason was in progress, the latter’ 
urested all the persons supposed to be implicated, 
and the project was ballled, The duke of Bellano” 
then resigned all further thouyhts of Badajos, and! 
contented himself with sending detachments “to” 
Alcantara to pet intelligence of general Lapisse, 
of whose proceedings it is now timo to give soi 
account, ; 
OPERATIONS OF GENERAL LAptssie 0! 
This general, after taking Zumova in Januvy,” 
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occupied Ledesma and Salamanca, whore he was 
‘oined, by general Maupetit’s brigade of eavulry ; 
«x Robert Wilson's legion and the feeble gueri- 
ong in Ciudad Rodrigo wil Almeide were the only 
odie in his front, and universal. terror prevailed ; 
ret he, although at the head of ten thousand men, 
with, a.powerlul artillery, remained inactive from 
January to the end of March, und sullored sir 
Robert, with a few hundred Portuguese, to vex his 
outposts, to intereept his provisions, to restrain his 
patroles, and even to disturb his infuntry in their 
quarters, ‘This conduct brought him into contempt, 
and enabled Wilson to infuse a spirit into the people 
which they were far from feeling when the enemy 
first appeared, 

Don Carlos PTispaiia, with a small Spanish force, 
being, after a time placed under six Robert's com- 
mand, the latter detached two batiions to oceupy 
the pass of Baitos, and Lapisse was thts deprived. 
of any direct comnumication with Victor. In this 
situation the French general remaied without 
making any vigorous clort, either to cleu his front, 
or to get intelligence of the duke of Dalnatin’s 
march upon Oporto, until the begiming of April, 
when he advanced towards Bejar; but, finding the 
passes ocoupiad, turned suddenly ta hia right, dis 
sipated Wilson’s posts on the cla, ‘and foreed 
the, legion, then connnanded by colonel Grant, to 
take refuge under the puns of Ciudad Rodrigo. 
He summoned that town to strrender on the 6th, 
and, after a slight skirmish close to the walls, took 
a position between the Apueda and Ledesma, This 
event was followed by a general insurrection, from 
Cindad Rodrigo to Aleantara. and from 'Tamames 
to Bejar ; for Lapisse, who had been again ordered 
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Wook by the king to fulfil the emperor's instructions, and 
——— advance to Abrantes, instend of obeying, suddenly : 
Apel. | quitted his positions on the Agueda, and, wither 

regarding’ his connexion with the second Corps, 
abandoned Leon, wad made uv rapid march, throug gh 
the pass of Perales, upon Aleantara, fallowel 
closely by sir Robert Wilson, don Carlos 2 Typatia, 
the two battalions from Bejar, and a multitude of 
peasants, both Portuguese and Spanish, 

At Alcantara, a corps of Spanish insumgents aie 
deavoured to defend the passage of the river, bu 
the French broke throngh the dntronoliients on 
the bridge, and, with a full encounter carried the 
town, which they pillaged and then joined tho fist 
corps at Merida on the 10th of April. ‘This false 
movement greatly injured the Trench cause, Fron 
that moment the conquering impulse given by Ne. 
poleon was at at ond, and his annies, ceasing to 
act on the offensive, becwme stationary or retro: 
graded, while the British, Spanish, and Portuguese 
once more assumed the load. The duke of Dalme. 
tia, abandoned to his own resources, und in total 
ignorance of the situation of the corps by which: 
his movements should have been supported, vas 
forced to remain in Oporto; and at tho moment 
when the French combinations were thus paralyzed, 
the arrival of English reiforcements at Lisbon and 
the advance of sir Jolin Cradock towards Leiria, 
geve a sudden and violent impetus both to the 
Spaniards and Portugeese along the Beira frontier 
The insurrection, no longer kept down by :the 
presence of an intermediate Irench corps, connect: 
ing Victor's. and Soult’s forces, was thus put into. 4 
full activity, from Aleantara on the Tagus, to Ama- / 
rante on the Tamega. 
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‘During this time Cuesti was gathering another CHAE. 
host'in the Morena. The stiultancous defeat of the —---- 


dimies in Ti ; ( : 
produced the greatest dismay in Andalusia ; yet the 
Spaniards, when they forud such victories us 
Ciudad Real and Medellin only leading: to a stag- 
nant inactivity on the part of the French, conchided 
that extreme weakness wis the cause, and that the 
Austrian’ war had, or would, oblige Napoleon to 
abandon his projects against the Peninsula, This 
idea was general, and upheld the people's spirit and 
the central junta’s authority, which could not other- 
wise have been maintained after such a suecession 
of follies and disasters. 

The misfortunes of the two Spanish generals had 
been equal; but Cartogjal, having no popular in- 
fluence, was dismissed, while Cuesta was appointed 
to command what remained of both armies; and the 
junta, stimulated for a moment by the imminent 
danger in which they were placed, drew together 
all the scattered troops and levies in Andalusia, to 
reinforce him. 'l'o cover Seville, Cuesta took post 
in the defiles of Monasterio, and was there joined 
by eight hundred: horse end two thousand three 
hundred infantry, dvatted (rom the garrison of 
Seville; these were followed by thirteen hundred 
old troops fron Cadiz; und by three thousand five 
hundred Grenudian levies ; and finally, eight thot 
sand foot, and two thousand five hundred horsemen, 
taken from the army of Lia Mancha, contributed to 
swell his numbers, until, in the Jatter end of April, 
they amounted to twenty-five thousund infantry, 

(and six thousand cavalry. General Venegas, tlso, 
being recalled from Valencia, reprired to La Caro- 
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stremadura and La Mancha hind at first Aprit 
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BOOK lina, and proceeded to organize another amy of La 
Mancha, Meanwhile Joseph, justly displeased at 

Aue the false disposition made of Lapisse’s division, qi. 
rected that Alenntara should le immediately rego, 
eupicd. This however could not be done withoy 
an action, which belongs to another combination 
and shall be noticed hereafter; ft is now proper t 
return to the operations on the Douro, whieh wee 
intimately connected with those on the Guadiang,, 
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Wren the: bishop of Oporto beheld, from his: stu- 
tion at Sarea, the final overthrow of his ambitions 
schemes in the north of Portugal, he fled to Lisbon. 
There he reconciled himself to the regency, be- 
came a member of that body, was soon after created 
patriarch, and, as Lo shall have occasion to show, 
used his great influence in the most mischievous 
manier; discovering, on every occasion, the un- 
‘tamed violence and inherent falseness of his dis- 
position. : 

The fall of Oporto enabled marshal Soult to 
establish a solid base of operations, and to com- 
mence a repuliur system of warkue, The imme- 
diate fruit of his victory was the eaplire of immense 
magazines of powder; of a hundred and ninety-seven 
pieces of artillery, every pun of which had been 

wed in the action, and of thirty English vessels, 
wind-bound in the river, loaded with wine and 
provisions for a month, which fell into his hunuds. 
Having repressed the disorders attendant on the 
battle, he adopted the sume conciliatory policy 
which had marked his conduct at Chaves and Braga, 
and endeavoured to remedy, as fur as it was pos- 
sible, the deplorable results of the soldiers’ fury ; 
recovering and restoring a purt of the plunder, he 
caused the inhabitants remaining in the town to he 
treated with respect, and invited, by prochunation, 
all those who had fled fo return, He demanded ne 
ge 
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* contribution, and restraining with a firm hand, th 


violence of his men, contrived, from the captured 


Api public property, to support the army and even, tp 


succour the poorest und most distressed of :the 
population. ; 

But his ability in the civil and political adminis. 
tration of the Entre Minho ¢ Douro produced. an 
effect which he was not prepared for, The prince 
rezont’s descrtion of the country was not forgotten, 
The national fecling was as adverse to Portugal 
being a dependency on the Brazils, ns it was to the 
usurpation of the I"rench, and the comparison he. 
tween Soult’s government and the horrible anarelly 
which preceded it, was all in fivour of the, former, : 
His victories, and the evident vigour of his charge. 
tor, contrasted with the apparent supineness: of the - 
English, promised permancney for the French power, 
and the party, formerly noticed as heing inimical to 
the house of Braganza, revived, ‘The lenders, 
thinking this a favourable. opportunity to execute 
their intention, waited upon the duke of Dalmatia, 
and oxpressed their desire for w Lrench : prince.-and 
an independent povermment. Thoy even intimated - 
their good wishes towards the duke hinself, and 
demanded his concurrence and protection, .. while, 
in the name of the people, they declared that the 
Braganza dynasty was at an chil. ih 

Although unauthorized by the eniperor.to accede 
to this proposition, Soult was yet. -unwilling,to 
reject a plan from which he could draw such,imne 
diate and important military advantages... Napoleon 
was not a man to be lightly deat with on .such_av 
oeéasion, but the marshal, trusting. that -civeunn- 
stanees would justify him,. encouraged the design, 
appointed men tocivil employments and raised aPor- 
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iuguese ‘legion of five battalions, Ele acted with so onlay. 


much dexterity that in fiftecn days, the cities of 


sent addresses, containhg: the expression of their % 
sentiments, “and bearing the signatures of thirty 
thousand persons, as well af the nobles, clorgy, aud 
merchants, as of the people. ‘These addresses were 
burnt when the French retreated from Oporto, but 
the'fact that such a project was in agitation has 
never been denied; the regency even caused in- 
quest to be: made on-the matter, and ié was then 
asserted that very few persons were found to be 
implicated: That many of the signatures were 
forged by the leaders may readily be believed 5 but 
the policy of lesseningy the importance of tho alfvir 
fs also evident, and the inquisitors, if willing, could 
nothave probed it to the bottom, 

This transaction formed the pround-work of 2 
tale, generally credited even hy his own officers, 
that Soult perfidionsly aimed at an independent 
erown. The circumstances were certainly such as 
‘night ereate suspicion; but that the conelusion 
‘was. false, is shewn, by the mode in which 
Napoleon treated both the rumour and the subject 





d : 1f09, 
Oporto and Braga, and the towns of Bacellos, Viana, April. 


Villa de'Conde, Povoa de Bareim, Feira, and Ovary aypmutix, 


Oe 


‘of it ighting the former, he yet made known. to Rovigo’ 
of it, Slighting the former, he. yet made known. to Rovigo's 


his lieutenant that it had reached his ears, adding, 
T remember nothing but Austerlits,"* and at the 
same time largely increased the duke of Dalmatia’s 


command, On the other hand, the policy of Soult's sour of 
conduct on this occasion, and the great-influence, if Sygstions 


tiot the numbers of the Portngucse malcontents, 
were abundantly proved by the ameliorated rela 


vet * Soule clistingtished hinwsol€ In that huttle. 
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tions between the army and the peasantry. «Big 
fiercenoss of the latter subsided; and even: the 
priests abated of their hostility. in the Entre M inho 
eo Dow, The French soldiers were no longer 
assassinated in that province 5 whereas, provious to 
this intrigue, that ernel species of warfare had been 
carried on with infinite activity, and: the most 
malignant passions ealled forth on bath sides, 
Among other instunecs of Portuguese Lorobity, 
and of the truculent violence of the French soldiers, 
the death of colonel Lameth and the vetaliation 
which followed, may be cited. That young ‘officer, 
when returning from the marshial’s quarters.to hig 
own, was waylaid, neu the ville of Avrifana; and 
murdered; his body was then stripped, und muti. 
Inted ina shocking manner, This assassination, 
committed within. the S*vench lines, and at-a time 
when Soult enforced the strictest discipline, was 
justifiable neither by the laws of war nor by those 
of humanity. No general could neglect to punish 
such. a proceeding, ‘The proteetion duc. to -the 
army, and even the welfare of the Portuguese 
within the [rench jurisdiction, demanded a sevare 
example; for the violence of the troops had hitherto 
been with difficulty vestvained by their commande, 
and if, at sucha moment, he had appeared: in- 
different to their individual safety, his authority 
would lave been set-at nouyht, and the unmeasured 
inciscriminating vengeance of an insubordinate anny 
exceuted, in 
Impressed with this feeling, and afflicted at he 
unhappy death of a personal friend, Soult directed 
genera]. Thomieres to march, with a brigade. of 
infantry, to Arrifana, and punish the criminals. 
Thomieres was aceampunicad hy a Portuguese 
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giviian, and, aftr a judicial inquiry, shot five 
oy six persons whose guilt was seid to have 
been proved; but it is certain that the principal 
actor, a Portuguese major of militia, and some of 
his accomplices, exenped aeross the Vouga to 
colonel ‘vant, who, dispusted at their eonduet, 
gent thom to marshal Beresford. Lt would also 
appear, from the statement of nv pensant, that Tho- 
mieres, or those under him, exceeded Sonlt's orders; 
for, in that statement, attested hy oath, it is said 
that twenty-four innocent persons were killed, and 
that the soldiers, after committing many atrocious 
excesses, burnt the village. 
‘These details have heen related partly because 
~ they throw a light upon the direful nature of this 
contest, but chiefly because the transaction his 
been adduced hy other writers as, proof af eruelty 
in Soult; a charge not to be sustained hy the facts 
of this case, and belied hy the general tenor of his 
conduat, which even his enemics, while they altri- 
buted: it to an insidious policy, acknowledged, at 
tlic time, to be wild and humane. And now, hav- 
ing finished this digvession, in which the chyro- 
nological order of events has been anticipated, I 
shall resume the navrative of military operations at 
that part whore the disorders attendant on the battle 
of Oporto having been repressed, a fresh serios of 
combinations were commenced, not less important 
than those which brought the French army down to 
the Douro, 
The heavy blow struck on the 29th of March 
‘wos followed up with activity. The bont-bridge 
was restored during the night; the forts of Mazinho 
and: 8t,Joa de Box surrendered; Franceschi’s 
cavalry crossed the, Dow, and tuking” post ten 
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a : ' i econ ee 
ook qniles in advance on the Coimbra road, pushed 


Ben patroles as far as the Vora river. To. support this 
1809. + rere ‘ 
Api. cavalry, goneral Mermet’s division oceupied-a posi. 


tion somewhat beyond the suburb of Ville Nova; 
Oporto itself’ was held by three brigades; the dige 
goons of Lorge were sent to Villa da Conde, 
walled town, situated af the month of the Ave; and 
general Canluinconrt was directed wp the Douro 
(o Pefiuiel, with a brigade of cavalry, having ores 
to clear the valley of the Tamegn, Another br. 
gade of cavalry was posted on thy road leading ty 
Barca de Trofa, to protect the rear of the anny, 
and general Heudelet was directed to forward the 
hgspitals from Braga to Oporto, but. to hold hig 
troop in readiness to. open the communication with 
Tuy. 
These dispositions being made, Soult had leisure 
to consider his gehoral position, The flight of. thé 
bishop had not much abated the hostility of the 
people, nor relieved the Mrench from their dif. 
culties; the communication with the Minho -was 
still intereepted ; the Tras os Montes was again in 
a state of insurrection; and Silveiva, with a-corps 
of eight thousand meu, not only commanded the 
valley of the Tamega, but had advanced, after re- 
tuking Chaves, into the EBntre Minho e-Doitro; 
posting himself between the Sierra de Catalina di: 
the, Douro, . Lisbon, the ultimate. object of. the 
campaign,.,was two hundred miles distant, and 
covered hy a British army, whose valaur was’ te be 
dreaded, and whose numbers were daily imereasing: 
A considerable body of natives. were’ with Trant 
upon the Vongu, and Beresford'y force between the 
Tagus and the. Mondego, its. disorderly and: weak 
conglifion being unknown, appeared formidable: ata 


a 
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distance. The day an which the second corps, 
following the emperor's instructions, should have 
yeached Lisbon was overpassed by six weeks, the 
jine of correspondence with Victor was uncertain, 
and his cooperation could seareely be enleulated 
upon - Lapisse's division was yet unfelt as an aid- 
ing foree, nor was it even known to Soult that he 
still vemained at Salamanca: finally, the three 
thotisand: men expeeted from the Astorpa country, 
under the conduct of the marshal's brother, had not 
yet been heard o f. 

On the other hand, the duke of Dalmatia had 
conquered a large and vich city; he had gained the 
military command of a very fertile country, from 
whence the principal supplies of the British amy 
and of Lisbon were derived; he had obtained a 
seoure base of operations and a prominent station 
in'the kingdom; and if the people's fierceness was 
not yet quelled, they had learned to dread his 
talents, and to be sensihte of their own inferiority 
in.battle. In this state of allairs, judging that the 
most important objects were to relieve the: garrison 
of Tay and to obtain intelligence of Lapisse’s di- 
vision, Soult entrusted the first to Tendelet, and 
the second to Franceschi. 

‘The last-named gonerul had oceupied Feira and 
Olfveira, and spread his posts along the Vonga ; 
but the inhabitants fled to the other side of that 
tiver, and the rich valleys: beyond were protected 
by colonel Trant. -‘This officer, well known to the 
Portuguese as having commanded their troops at 
Roriga and Vimiero, being at Coimbra when intel- 
ligence of the defeat at Braga arrived, had taken 
the command of all the armed men in that town, 
among whith was a stall body of volunteers, st 
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nook denty at the university. “The genornl’ dismay anid 





confusion being greatly increased by the subsequent 


1809. 
Amit. catastrophe at Oporla, the fugitives from that town 


and other places, accustomed to violence, and at. 
tributing every misfortune ta treachery i mn the Pe 
norals, flocked to Trant’s standard} and he, asa 
foreigner, was enabled to assume an authority that 
no native of rank dunst either have aewepted omer. 
fused withont imminent danger, Ue soon advariced 
with cight hundred mon to Bivdao and Ayeito, 
where Eben and general Vittoria joined hin, aid 
the conde de Barbneena brought him some cavalry, 
Butas the people regarded these oflicers with suspi- 
cion ‘Trant retained the command, ind his fores Was 
daily increased by the arrival of o¥denangw and oven 
regular troops, who abiundoned Beresford’s: Hey to 
join him, - 

When Tranceschi advanced, ‘Trant sent citi 
ment by Castanheire to oceupy the bridge of the 
Voupgin; but themon, seized with a panic, dispersed; 
and ‘this was followed by the desertion of many 
thousand ordenaray-— happy circumstance, for 
the numbers that had at first collectad behind. the 
Vouga exceaded twelve thousand men, and Gieit 
extreme violence and insubordination exciting the 
Utmost torvor, impeded the moasnres necessary for 
defence, ‘Trant, finally, retwined about three thou. 


~ sand men; with whieh imposing upon the French, 


he preserved a fruitful coumiry fiom. their inew- 
sions ; lie was however greatly distressed for money, 
because. the bishop of Oporto, in his flight, Inid 
hands on all that. was at Coimbra and carried it-to 
Lisbon.» i 

Franceschi, although reinforced with a brigade 
of infantry, contented himself with chasing: some 
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insurgents that infested his lott flank, while his ouAr, 
scouts, sent forward on. the side of Vise, endea- —----- 


809, 


youred to obtwin information of Lapisse’s division ; April. 


but that general, as we have seen, was still beyond 
tho Agueda; and while Franceschi was thus qn 
ployed in frout of the French army, Canlaincowt's 
cavalry on the ‘Tamega was pressed: by Silveira. 
And although Loison marched with a brigade of 
infintry to his assistance on the 9th of April, 
Silveira was too strong for both; on the 12th, 
advancing from Canaveacs, obliged Loison, after a 
slight action, to take post behind the Souza. 
Meanwhile, Teudelet was hastening: towards Tuy 
torecover the artillery and depdts, from which the 
amy had now been separated forty days, He was 
joined on the Gth of April, at Bacellos, by Lorge, 
who had taken Villa de Condo, and cleared the 
coast linc, The 7th they marched to Ponte de 
Lima, but the Portuguese vesisted the passage viso- 
rously, and if was not forced until the 8th. ‘The 
10th the Freneh arrived in front of Valenga, an the 
Minho... ‘This fortress Tad been maltreated by the 
fire from Tuy, nad the yarrison, amounting to two 
hundred men, having only two days’ provisions left, 
capitulated, on condition of being allowed to retire 
to.their homes, and before the French could take 
polession, deserted the town, The garrison in 


Tuy, never having received the slightest intelli- - 


gence of the army since the separation at Ribidavia, 
marvelled that the fire from Valongw was-diseon- 
tinued; and theiy surprise was extreme when they 
beheld-the Trench colours fying in. that: fort; and. 
observed Trench videttes on the left bank of the 
Minho, 

“nla Martiniere’s garrison, hy the arrival of strag- 
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00K glers and a huttalion of detachments: that followea 





~the army from St. Jago, hut buen increased to thie 


1009. 
Ayit) thousand four huadred men; twelve hundred were 


in hospital, and two-thirds of the artillery-hoise 
had been eaten in defiult of other food 5 the:Pop. 
“tuguese had passed the Minho, and, in Conjunation 
with the Spafiards, attacked the place on the 15 
of March; yet the Vrench general, by frequent 
sallies, ‘obliged them to keep up a distant blockade, 
The 22d of March, the defeat at Braga being 
known, the Portuguese repassed the Minho,: the 
Spaniards dispersed, and La Martinieys immediately ; 
sent ‘three hundred meu to bring off the garrison of 
Vigo; it was toa late, that place -was ‘taken, “and 
the’ detachment with difieulty regained Tuy, = 
The peasants ‘on the Arosa Vstuary shady ag:] 
have before noliged, riven, the 27th of Februmy, 
while Soult was still at Orense; they were headed, 
at first, ky general Silva and hy the count de Me 
zeda, and, finally, a colonel Barrois, sent by: the 
central junta, took the command. As their nun 
bers were very considerable, Barvois with one pat 
attacked Tuy, and Silva assisted by the Lively and 
Venus, British frigates on that station, invested 
Vigo. The garrison of the latter place was at first 
small, but the paymaster-general of the second 
corps, instead of proceeding to Tuy, entered Vigo, 
with the military chest and an escort of eight hut 
dred men, and was blockaded there; nevertheless, 
after some slight attacks had been repulsed,’ the 
French governor negotiated for a capitulation ;on 
. the 28d of March; distrustful however of the pea- 
santry; he was: still undecided on the 26th, aad 
meanwhile, some of Romana’s stragglers coming 
from the Val des Orres, collected between Tuy-and 
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Vigo; and Pablo Murillo, w regular officer, aygem- CHAP. 
pling fifteen hundred. retired soldiers, joined the TA: 
blockading force. His troops ueting in concert with April. 
Captain Mackinley, of the Lively, obliged the Be Captain 
rigon.. to surrender on terms, ‘The 27th, thirteen ty’ 
hugdred men and officers, inchiding: three hfindred 
sick, marched out with the honours@of way, and, 
having laid down their ams on the placis, were 
embarked for an English port, according to the 
articles agreed upon. Sour hundred and forty-seven 
horses,. sixty-two covered waggons, some. stores, 
and the military chest, containing five thousand 
pounds, fell into the victor’s hands. The Spaniards 
thon renewed their attack on Tuy; the Portuguese 
once more crossed the Minho, and the siege con- 
tinued until the LOth of April, when the place was 
relieved by Heudelet. ; 
; The depdts and the artillery were immediately 
transported across the river, and directed upon 
Oporto. ‘The following day general Maucune, with 
adivision of tho sixth corps, arrived at Tuy, with 
the intention of carrying olf the garrison, but seein 
that tho. place was relieved, retuned. Tondelet, 
after taking Viana, and the fort of Tnson, at the 
mouth of the Minho, placed a small garrison in the 
former, and blowing up. the works of Valenca, 
refed to Braga and Bacellos, sending Lorge again 
to-Villa de Conde, he French sick. were trans- 
ported in boats aloup share, from the. mouth of. the 
Minho ‘to. Viana, Villa de Conde® and. thence to 
Oporto; and while these transactions were taking 
place.on: the Minho, La Honssaye, with a brigade 
‘of dragoons and one of infantry, scoured the comm- 
try-hetween the Lima and the Cavado, aud so 
protected the rear of Floudelet, 
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Book — All resistance. in the Hntre Minho ¢ Dour lind 


—-—— now censed, because the infucnée af the AntBygs 
re ganza- party was exerted in fivour of the Frenehs 


but, on the Tray os Montes side, Silveira was-ad: 
yaneiny, end being joined by Botilho, from: ths 
Titan, nated that he would he in Oporto the Lah: 


This unexpeéted boldness was explained by-the 
news of Chaves having fallen, which now, for the. 


- 


first time, reached Soult. Te then perecived thay’ 


while Silveira was in arms, the tranquillity of ‘the 
Entre Minho ¢ Douro could only be momentary, 
and thérefore directed Laborde withgo brigade of 
infantry, to join Loison and atlack the Portugudy 
general hy Amarante, while Ia Ionssaye crossing 
the. Cavado, should push through Guimaracns fy 
the same point. ae 

The 15th, Lahorde reached Peifiatiel,. and Sik 


veira, hearing of “La LLoussaye's march, retired: to | 


Villamea. ., The 18th, Laborde drove back the Pov. 
tuguese without difficulty, “and their retrent: sodn 
became n {ieht. Silveira hinsel(’ passed the Lamegs 
at Amarante, aul was making: for the mountains, 
without a thoneht of defending that town, when 
colonel Patuick, a British officer in’ the Portuguese 
service, encouraging his battalion, treed about, and 
rallying the fugitives, beat hack the foremost ofthe 


enemy, This becoming act obliged Silveid™to 


return, and while Patrick defended the approaches 
to the bridge on the right bank yyith obstinate valour, 
the former took’t position, on the left bank, on the 
heiphts ovérhanping the.snhurh of Villa Real, 
The 10th, Ja Tloyssaye arrived, the Trench 
renewed their attack on the town, wid Patrick agaill 
baled their eflur®; hut when that gallant ‘man 
being mortally wounded, was carried across ‘the 
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"bridge, the defenco sluckened, and the Portuguese "OuAR. 


went over the Tamtoga: tho passage of the river 


Mondin and Cavex above, and that of Canavezas 
below Amarante, were destroyed ; the oo Wits 
in Gull flood, with a deep rocky bed; the bridye in 


- fyont of the French mined was barral with three 
» pos of pallisades, and commiunded by a battery of 


ten’ guns; the Portuguese were in position on the 
heights beyond, and could from ithenée discern all 


that passed on the bridge, nnd reinforee. their ad- 


vanced guardywhich was posted in the suburb. 


PASSAGE OF TUM TAMEGA, AT AMARANTH, 4 
‘Laborde: at first endeavoured to work a way over 
by the flying. sap. Ue reached the barricade the 
Q0th of April, but the Portuguese fire was so deadly 
that he'soon relinguished this method and sought to 
construct a bridge of tressala half a mule below; 
which failed, and the efforts ayrainst the stone bridge 
wore renewed, ‘Che 27th, the eontre butricnde was 
burned by captain, Brochard, an engineer, who then 
devised ‘a method of forcing w passage so singularly 
bold, that all the genoraly and especially Foy, were 
opposed to it, Nevertheless i was transmitted to 
Oporto, and Soult despatched. weneral (lot to 
cetfline ils merits on the spot, who approved of it, 

Tt appeared that the Portuzuesa mine was so cone 
structed that while the muzzle of a loaded musket 
was inthe chamber, a string tied to hid trigger passed 
over the trenches and secured the preatest precision 
for the explosion. Brochard therefore proceeded 
in the Slowing manner. Ly the night of the 2d of 
May, the French troops were coftveniontly disposed 
asnent the head of the bridge as fhe necessity of 





: : ' 1809. 
wis, however, still to he oflected. The bridges of aprit 
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noo oop them hidden would permits at cight cllok” 


- a 
+ 


ae although the moon shane bright, (venty mon: Were. 
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sent a little below the brides to open. an oblique’; 
five against the entrenchments, wnd this being veplied 


. to and the attention of the Portignese divertga. tg” 


-samemamier, ‘Two others: followed 


that #de, a sapper, dressed in davk prey, craged 4 
out, pushinge with his head. a wbarrel of moe 

which was likewise enveloped in prey ¢ ‘loth t deaden:? 
the sound, along that side of the bridge wfc was 
darkened by* the shedow ‘of’ the parapet; when'he 


lad placed his barrel nygaitnt the entrenchinent, 


coverin® the Portuese mine, hegre in ‘the: 

In suecessifn, 
ahd retired without being discovered, but the'fomth,: 
alter placing his barrel, rose to run hack, and ts 
. ammediately shot at and wounded. — ‘The fire of the: 
Portuguese was then directed on the bridge itself, 
but as the barrelyivere not discovered, it soon’ “ceased, 
mda fifth. sapper advancing like the others, attached 
a satisayé seventy yids oie to the. barrels. | At 







_ fvo o'clock’ in the morning’ the whole was completed, 


the French kept very quiet, and the Povtupuas 


. oO 
remained tranquil and unsnspicious, 


Brochard. had culenlated that the eMect of fo 
Parrels oxploding together would destroy the. Por- 
tupuese entrenchments, and bum the cord -at 
tached. to. their mine, The event proved tng 
was right, forja thick fog arising’ about . three 
‘o'elock in: the morning, the sausage was fired, and 


“the explosion Bade a large breach.” Brochard; 


with his sappers, instantly jumped on to the bridge, 
threw water into the ming, ent way all obstacles; 


“and, followed by a cohmm of gvenndicys™ was at 


the other side bg@fore the smoke cleared. away. 
Thg:-grenadiers being. supported by. dther ‘troops, 


‘ 
a 
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nat only?the suburb, but the eninp, on. the height," Mar. 
: behind were corricdswithout. a check, andd-tho Pors- 
inguese dispensing, ‘fled over. the mountains. The May, 
~ execution of. this bold, ingenious, and suecessful 
project; cost only seven or eight nen killed; while 

din % former futile attempts above « a Inmareff and 
+ eighty men, besides mathly engineer énd. uttillery 

_ officersy had fallon. It is, however; a singular fret 

that thefe was a practicable. ford near. the bridge, 
unguarded, and apparently unknown t# both sides, 

A-short time alter the passage of the Tamega, . 
Hendelet; magghing from Braga by Guimffraens, 
entdted Amarante; Laborde occupied thé position 
abandowted by Silveira, .and sent. detachments uyit 

‘ thewleft bank of the river to Mondin, while Loison# 
“pursued the fugitives. The Portyuese, at thee 
bridge of “Canavesis, heaving of the agtion, .de- 
stroyed “the ammunition, and rotived across the 
Douro. Over that river also went the ing tanta : 
of Mozamfrio sind Villu Real, when Loison, on the 

“6th of May, appeared in their vicinity. * ’ 

‘This being made known to Soult, he reinforced 
Loison, and:direeto him to scour the right bank of 
the Douro as high as Pozo de Ragoa ; tay complete 
-the destruction of Silvcirws army, and with a 
view to the reduction of the Tyas os Montes, to 
patrdl® towards Braganza, on, which side Bessieres 
had been asked to “co-operate, . Phat marshal | 
wos however, gone to Trance, and, the. reply of © 
his successor’ Kellerman being inteftepted, it ap- 7" 
peared that he was ‘unable or unwilling to ‘affordl 
any aids: 

Labord® was now re eeellea™s Opaita, with two . 
tegiments of. infantry, another reg§ment and a bri- 
gade of. dragoons were left to guard the conumunds 
VOI, re 
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noo Cae swith Amarante, and meanwhile Loison; thet: 

ing with resistence at. Pezo de Rugon, and observing 

joo. a-considerable movement on the opposite bank gf 
the Dow, became alarmed, mid fell back to.Me 
gemftio. Tho 8th he retuned to Amarante, but 
his:‘march was harassed, by the peasantry, ¢ ithe 
a-vigour hd boldness that indicated the ‘view: 
nity of some powerful support, and in truthon ney. 
actor had appeared; the whole country’ was! itt 
commotion,"and the Duke of Dalmatia felt hiinselt.' 
anddenly pushed backward by astrong and engerhand; 

c 7 
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ONSERVATIONS. 

* 1°-—The grout pervading error of the Spaniard’ 
“in this campaign was the notion that their armies 
# were capable of taking the lend in offensive move: 
ments; and fighting the French in open countries; 
whereas, to avotd gener ul aetions should have beet 

. with then a vital principle. 

2°9-—The resolution to fight the Fvench Big 
ae unfortunately adopted, the second. great enor 
was the atlaching equi tmportince tothe Tings. of 
operation in La Mancha and Estremudura; the-ond 

should haye been considered only as an accessory , 
“Tt ix, evident that the first rank belonged to La 
Mancha, because. it was in a inore open. country; 
because it more immedintely threatened Médrid; 
_ dnd because a defeat there endangered Seville. more 
than a dofeat in Estromadura would have done, : In 
La Mancha the beuten Spanish army. must have 
fallen back upon Seville, in stremadura it might 
have retired upon Badajoss But the Jatter pleco: 
being defensible, antl to the Spaniards of infinitely’ 
less importance than Madrid was to theix opponents; 
the lead in the campaign must always have belonged 
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to the army of La. Mancha, which could, at any: OYAR. 
titae,- have. obliged athe French.to fight a battle for + 
the capital. Tho army of Tstremadura might, 
therefore, have been safely reduced to-fifieen:thou- 
sand men, provided the army of La Mancha. had 
sheen increased to forty or fifty thousand, ahd it 
vault appear that, with « very little senergy, the 
junta-aould shave provided larger force. ..Tt is true 
that they would have been beaten just the same, 
but-that is only an argument against fighting preat 
battles, which was, certainly, the worst possible 
plan for the Spaniards to pursue. * 
3°The third great error was the inertness of 
Valencia and Murcia, or rather their hostility, fore 
they were upon the vere of civil war with the* 
supreme junta, Those provinces, so rich and e 
popilous, had been unmolested for cight months ; 
they.had suffered nothing: from Monecy’s irrup- 
tion, they had reccived luge snecours {yom the 
English government, and” Valencia. had written her 
pretensions to patriotism in the bloody characters 
of assassination; yet were it not for the foree under 
Llamas, which, after the defeat of Tudela, helped 
to defend Zaragoza, Valencian and Mirge might 
have been swallowed up by the ceca without any 
sensible effect upon the general canse, Those coun- : 
tries were however admirably situated to serve as a 
support to Aragon; Catalonin, Andalusia, and La 
Mancha, and they could, at this time, have paralyzed 
alage French force,. hy marching an®umy.to, San 
Clemente, It was the dread of their doing so that = 
made. the. king, restrain Schastiani from pursuing: pas, pa. 
his victor at Ciudad Real ; “and assuredly, the" * 
Valencians. should have moved; for it is not so 
much in their numbers as inthe variety of theix 
n2Q 
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advantage in opposing regular armies, This, the 
observation of that profyund and original. ywriter 
general Lloyd, was confirmed by the practice of 
Napgjean, in mpent 
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ission of Seville and, Cacie “Wg 





1.—To get poss 
certuinly as great an object with Napolcon as to, sein 
Lisbon, but the truth of the maxim quoted, above 
regulated the emperor's proceedings. If Victor 
had been directed at oneo upon Andalusia, the 
Portuguese and Valencinns could havo carried their 
lines. of operations upon his flanks and searsuif 
Badajos and Lisbon had been the objects. of-his 
march, the Andalusians could have fallen on: his 
left. flank and cut his communications. .Now.all 
such dangers were avoided by the march of Soult 
and Lapisse; their direction was not only concen; 
tric, but a regular prolongation of the great ling of 
communication with lance. Ney protected. the 
rear of one, Bessioves the rear of the other, and 
those two marshals, also, separated and cut off 
tho Asturias from the. rest of Spain; thus, all that 


“was formidable was confined to the south of the 


Tagus. Vor the same reason the course of eqn 
quest was to have preceeded from Portugal to 
Andalusia, which would then have been. assailed, 
both in front and flank, while the fourth corps, held 
the Valencians in cheek. By this plan the French 
would nover have lost their. central position, nor 
exposed their grand line of comumnication, to 2 
a attack. : 
2°—That. this plan, so wisely concaived: i in: its 
general bearing, should fail, without any of the diffe 
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fait corps employed having suffered a defent, nay, SAP. 


‘hen’ they were victorious in all quarters, is surpri- 
sing, but not inexplicable. Tt is clear that Napo- 
Jeon's orders were given ata time when he did not 
expect that 0 battle would have been fought at Co- 
suf, or that the second corps would have suffered so 
much from the severity of the weather aud the length 
éfthe marches; neither did he anticipate the resis- 
Yanice; made by the Portuguese, between the Minho 
‘and the Douro, The last error was a consequence 
atthe first, for his plans were caleulated upon the 
‘supposition that the rapidity of Soult’s movements 
Would forestal all defence ; yet the delay cannot be 
thatged us a fault to that marshal, his energy was 
conspicuous. 

1°9--Napoleon’s attention, divided hetween As- 
‘hubta‘and Spain, must have been somewhat distracted 
by'the multiplicity of his allairs. Ie does not seem 
to‘have mado allowance for the very rugged country 
thrdugh whieh Soult had to march, at a season when 
all the rivers aud stvenns were overilowing; and as 
thé combinations of war are continually changiig, 
the delay thus occasioned rendered Lapisse’s : in 


shluctions faulty 5 for, ulthough it be tne, that if, 


the Inttor had marched by Guarda upon Abrantes 
while Soult advanced to Lisbon by Coimbra and 
Victor entered the Alomtejo, Portugal would have 
been conquered without difficulty; yet the eombi. 
iiation was so wide, and the communications so un 
eettain, that mity of action’ could not be insured. 
Soult; weakened by the obstacles hoe encountered, 
requittd ‘reinforcements wfter tho taking: of Oporto, 
and if Lapisse attaching himself to Soult's instead 
af Victor's incursion, had then marched ‘pou Viseu, 
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nook the duke of Dalmatia would hive been enabled 
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win his way without regard to the eo- operation in 
a Adenatno: ; 
—Tho first error of the French, if the facts-are 
ee ghewn, Joust therefore be attributed ty 
Napoleon, becuse he overlooked the “probable 
chunces of delay, coushined the operations ‘or top 
wide a seale, and gave Ciudad Rodvizo and Abrin 
tes, instead of Lamogo and Viseu, for the direction 
of Lapisse’s march, Tsay, if the frets are eon 
rectly shown, for it is searcely diserect to consurg 
Napolcon’s military dispositions however erroneous 
they may appear to have beon, and it is cortah thik 
in this case, his errors, if errors they were, although 
sullivient to ombarrass his lieutemmnts, will not ae 
count for their entire failure, Above sixty thousand 
men were put ingmotion by him, upon good military 
principles, for the subjugation of Lisbon; we must 
therefore search in the particular conduct of the 
generals tor the reason why a project of Napoleons, 
to be executed by sivly thousand French veterans, 
should have ended as idly and ineffectually as if it had 
been concocted by the Spanish junta, BRS 
ws 
OBSERVATIONS ON WER SHPAIATE - OPEILATIONS 
OF LAPISSE, VICTOR, SOUL, ROMANA, SIL 
VEIRA, AND CURSTA, 
LAPIS8 Ey : 
I.—An intercepted letter of general Maupetit, 
shews the small pains taken by Capisse to comniu. 
nicate with Soult. He dircets that even so many a 
three hundred men should patrole towards Tras 0s 
Montes, to obtain information of the second corpi, 
at a time when the object was so important that his 


PENINSULAR WAR. 


yhole force should have moved in mass rather than 
have failed of intelligence. 


The manner in which he suffered sir Robert 
Wilson to gather strength and to insult his outposts 
wos inexcusable, Ie might have marched straight 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, and dispersed 
every, thing in his front: one of those fortressas 
would probably have fillen, if not both, and from 
thence a strong detachment pushed towards La- 
mego, would not only have ascertained the situation 
ofthe second corps, but would have greatly aided 
its progress by threatening Oporto and Braga. It 
cannot be weed that Salamanca required the pre- 
sence of alarge force, because, in that opon country, 
the people were at the merey of Bessieres’ cavalry, 
and-so sensible were the local junta of this, that 
both Salamanca and Ledesma refused assistance 
fom Cindad Rodrigo, when it yas offered, and 
preferred a quict submission, 

, 8—When, at last, the Idinp’s reiterated orders 
obliged Lapisso to put his troops inmotion, he made 
ademonstration against Ciudad Rodriga, so focble 
that it searecly culled the purrison to the ramparts, 
and then as if all chance of suceess in Portuyal was 
atanend, he broke through the pass of Perales, 
reached Aleantiwa and rejoined the first corps,. a 
movement equally at varimec with Napoleon’s 
orders and with good military discretion; for the 
frst directed him upon Abrantes, and the second 
would have carried him upon Viseu. Tha mareh 
tothe latter place, while it insured a junction with 
Soult, would not have prevented an after. movement 


upon Abrantes; the obstneles were by no means 


so, great as those which awaited him on the march 
to- Alcantara, and the preat error of abandoning the 
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00K. whole country, between the Tapus and. the Dono, 
— to the insurgents, would have been voided: SB 


then was ono direet cause of failure ; yet the ene, 
although great, was not irreparable. If Soult-yas 
abandoned to his own resourees, he had: also ‘gh. 
tained 2 firm and important position in the noith, 
while Victor, reinforced by ten thousand: men, wag 
enabled to operate against Lishon by the Alionateja, 
more eflicaciously than before ; he, however, scems 
to have been less. disposed than Lapisse to excente 
his instructions, a 
VICTOR. oe 

1°--The inactivity of this marshal after the rot 
of Ucles has been already mentioned. » It is certain 
that if the fourth and first corps had been well 
handled, neither Cuesta. nor Cartanjal could: shave 
ventured beyond" ‘the defiles of the Sierra Moré, 
much less have beurded the Trench generals: and 
established a line of defenea alone the Tagus, 
Fifty thousand Trench troops should in two months 
have done. something more than maintain fifty miles 
of country on one side of Madrid, : 
~The passaye of the Tagus was successful, 
a ean hardly he culled a skilful: operation, unless 
the duke of Bolkino caleulated wpon the ignorance 
of his adversary. Before an able general ands 
moveable army, possessing a pontoon train, it would 
have scarecly answered to separate the troops in 
three divisions in an extent of fifty miles, leaving 
the artillery and pare of mamunition, protested :only 
by some cavalry and. one battalion of infantry, 
within two hours’ march of the encmy ‘for three 
days. If-Cuesta had brought up all his detach- 
ments, (he Meza d’Ibor might have been eflectually 
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manned; ‘and-ten thousand infantry and all the 


Spanish cavalry spared, to eroNs the Tagua at 
Almaraz on the 17th; in this case Victor's artillery 
would. probably have been captured, and his pro- 
jectcertainly baffled. 

-.32,—When the passnye of the Tagus was effected, 
Victor-not only’ permitted Cuesta to eseape, but 
aotually Jost all traces of his mmy ; an evident fault, 
and not to be excused by pleading the impediments 
arising: from the swelling of the river, the necessity 
of securing the communications, &e, If Cuesta’s 
power was despised before the passage of the river, 
when his army was whole and his position strong, 
there:could be no reason for such great cirewn- 
spection after his defeat, a cireumspection, too, not 
supported by skill, as tho dispersed state of the 
French army the evening before the battle of Me- 
dellin proves. - ; 

A, That Vietor wes enabled to fight Cuesta, on 
the morning’ of the 28th, with any prospect of 
success, must be ultributed rather to fortune than 
totalent. [twas a frult te permit the Spaniards to 
retake the offensive after the defent on the ‘Cagus, 
nor can the first movement of the duke of Belluno 
in the action be praised, Te should have marched 
into the plain ina compact order of battle, The 
danger of sending Lasule and Latour Maubowy 
to such a'distance from the main body I shall have 
peeasion to show in my. observations on Cuesta's 
operations; the after-movements of the French 
in: this battle were well nnd rapidly combined and 
vigorously executed, and. the success was propor+ 
tionate to the ability displayed. 

“f-—The battles of Medellin and Ciudad Real, 
which utterly destroyed the Spanish armies and 
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ROOK ini Seville and Badajos open; those battles; iy 
Tho Which blood was spilt like water, produced. no 
8 


result to the vietofs, for the yench generals). as if 
they had touched a torpedo, never stretched forth 
their hands a seeaud time,  Sabastiani, indeed, 
wished to penetrate. the Sierra Morena, but the 
king, fearfal of the Valencians, restrained him, 
On the other hand Joseph urged Vitor to-inyade 
the Alemtejo, aud the huter would not obey, even 
when reinforced by Lapisse’s division. ‘This last wag 
the great and fatal error of the whole campaign 
for nearly all the. disposable British and Portuguese 
troops were thus enabled to move against the duke 
of Dalmatia, while the duke of Belluno. contrived 
neither to fulfil: the instructions of Napoleon, nor 
the orders of the king, nor yet to perform any 
useful achievement himself. 

Te did not assist: the invasion of Portugal, he 
did not maintain Estremadura, le did not -take 
Seville, nor even prevent Cuvsta from twice renews 
ing the oflensive; yet he remained in an unhealthy 
situation wotil ho lost moro men, by sickness, than 
would have fumished threo sueh buttles as: Met 
dellin,. Two months so wnprofitably wasted by a 
general, at the head of thirty thousand good troops, 
ean scarecly be cited. Tha duke of Belluno’s. rar 
putation has been too hardly earned to attribute 
this inactivity to want of talent, That he was 
averse to aid the operations of inarshal Soult-is 
evident, and, most happily for Portugal, it was.so} 
but, wliether this aversion arose from personel 
jealousy, from indisposition to obey the. king, .or 
from a mistaken viow of allairs, I have no means.of 


judging. .- eit 
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4 ie CUESTA, 

1o—Cueste’s peculiny unfitness for the lead of an 
amy has been remarked more than onee. It re- 
inains to shew thut his proceedings, on this occnsion, 
gontinued to justify those remurks, 

‘To defend .a river, on a long line, is generally 
hopeless, and especially when the defenders. have 
not the means of passing frecly, in several places, 
tothe opposite bank. Alexander, Hannibal, Ceosar, 
Gustavus, Turenne, Napoleon, Wellington, and 
hundreds! of others have shown how the passage of 
yivers may be won. Humenes, who prevented Anti+ 
gonus from passing the Coprates, is, perhaps, the 
only. example of a general baflling the efforts of 
a skilful: and enterprising ‘cuemy in such an at- 
saupe 

WigiThe defence of rivers having always proved 
fruitless, it follows that no general should caleulate 
upon suceess, and that he should exert the greatest 
enerpy, netivity, aud vigilance to avoid a heavy 
disastor; that all his lines of retreat should be kept 
free and open, und he concentric; and that to bring 
tis magazines and depots close up to the wmy, in 
such a ‘situation, is rashness itself, Now Cuesta 
was inactive, and, disroyardiip: the maxim which 
forbids the establishment of anapazines in the first 
line of defenee, brought up the whole of his to 
Deleytosa antl Truxillo. Tis combinations were 
ill-arranged ; he abandoned Mirabete without ‘an 
effort; his depéts fell into the hands of the enemy; 
his. retreat’ was confused; and eccentric, - inas- 
much as part of his army retired into the Guada- 
lupe, while others went to Merida wud ho himself 
to Medellin. 
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noox —8°.—The line of retreat upon Medellin and Car. 

———— panarios, instead of Badajos; being determined by 
1000 the necessity of uniting with Albuquerque, was 
be blamed; the immediate retwn to Medellin Wes 

bold and worthy of praise but its merit. consisted 

in ‘recovering the offensive immediately aftay 4 
defeat, wherefore, Cuesta should not have ‘halted 

at Medellin, thus giving the lead ‘again ‘to ‘the 
French general; he should have continued to ad 
vance, and: falling upon the scattered divisions gf 

the French army, endeavoured to beat’ them iq 
‘detail; and rally his own detachments in: the Sia 

de Guadalupe. ‘The error of stopping short “at 
Medellin would havo been iyppareiit, if Victor, 
placing a rear-guard to amuse the Spanish: peneral, 

had token-tho road to Seville by Almendvalgjog 

and Zafra, Bets egy 

4°, Cueste’s iss design for the: battle ‘of 
Medellin was well imagined ; that is, it was right 
to hide his army belind ‘the ridge, and to defer the 
attack until the enemy had developed his force and 
«order of battle in the plain; but the exceution vas 
on the lowest scale. Ty instead of advancing’ it 

ono Jongand wenk line without a reserve, Cuestr 

had held’ the greatest purt of his troops ‘in solid 
columns, and thrust them between Lnassalle ‘nid 
Latour Maubourp’s divisions, which wero pushed 

out likehorns from the main body of the Trenel; 
those generals would have been cut off, and the 
battle commeneed by dividing: the French’ aitiy 

into three unconnected masses, while the Spaniatds 
would have been compact, well in hand, arid masters 

of the general movements. Nothing could thei have 
saved Victor, except hard fighting, whereas Cuestt’s - 
dispositions rendered it impossible for the Spaniards 
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to.win tho, battle. hy courage, or to escape the pur- 
auit by swiftness. 

_ 6%. It-is remarkable that the Spanish gence 
seems never to have thought of putting Truxillo, 
Guadalupe, Merida, Listrella, or Medellin in a state 
of defence, although most if not all of those places 

fad,some castle or walls capable of resisting a 
sudden assault. There was time to do it, for Cuesta 
yemained unmolested, on the Tapus, from January 
to the. middle of March, and every additional point 
of support thus obtained for an undisciplined army 
would have diminished the advantages derived by 
the French from their superior facility of movement; 
the, places themselves might have been garrisoned 
hy the citizens and peasantry, and a week's, aday’s, 
nay) even an hour's, delay was of importanca toa 
foree liko Cucsia's, which, from its inexperience, 
gaust have always been liable to cbnfusion. 


es 


. SOULE, 

“1 The march of this general in one column, upon 
Ty, was mado under the i impression that resistance 
would not be ollered ; otherwise, it is probable that 
a division. of infantry and a brigada of cavalry 
yould have been sent from St. Jango. or Mellid dircat 
upon.Orensey to insure the passage of the Minho ; 
itscems to have been also an error in Ney, arising, 
probably, from the same cause, not to have kept 
Marchand’s division of the sixth corps at Orense 
until. the second corps had effected an entrance into 
Portugal, 

2, Soult’s resolution to place the artillery and 
stores-in Tuy, and march into Portugal, trusting to 
vietory for re-opening the communication, would 
inevease the reputation of any weneral, Three times 
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ROOK before he reached Oporto he was obliged to'hal, 
———~ in order to frbriente cartridges for the infantry, 
1000. rom the powder tuken in battle, and his whole 
propress from Tuy to that city was cneretl and 
able in the-extreme, F 
8° The- military proceedings, after the taking of, 
Oporto, do not all bew the same stamp... The, 
administration of the civil affnirs appears. to have, 
engrossed the marshial’s attention, and his. absenes 
from the immediate scene of uetion sensibly affected 
the operations. Franceschi shewed too much respect 
for Trant’s corps ;. Loison’s movements were timid, 
and slow; even Laborde's genins seems to haya 
bedn asleep. The importance e of crushing Silveiey 
was, obvious, and there is nothing more necessary: 
in war than to strike with all the Loree you: can:at 
once; but here Caulnincourt was first sont,; being: 
too weak, Loison reinforced him, Luborde reinforced; 
Loison, and all were scarcely sulliciont at last to do 
that which half would have done at first. But the: 
whole of these transactions are obscure, The preat: 
delay that took place before the bridge of Amarante, 
and the hesitation and frequent recurrence. fors 
orders toothe murshal, indicate want of zeal, or 
a desire to procrastinate, in opposition to Soules. 
wishes, Judging from Mr. Noble's history of the: 
campaign, this must be traecd to a conspiracy, in’ 
the French army, which shall be touched upon: 
— ter. yds 
. The resistunee made hy the Porbirnesu: pear! 
ene was infinitely creditable to their courage: 
but there cannot be a stronger proof of the ineMeacy. 
of a like defence, when wsupported by pood troopsi:’ a: 
No. country is more favourable to. sueh. a warfare: 
than the northern provinces of’ Portugal ; the people 
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wyero brave, they had the assistance of the organized 
fces under Romana, Silveira, Eben, and the 
bishop; yet Soult, in the very worst season ot the 
yen overcoming all resistance, penotrated to Oporto, 
‘yithout an actual loss, in killed, wonnded, and 
grigoners, of more than two thousand five hundred 
mon, including the twelve jrundred sick, captured 


at:Chaves. 


Sia bis § ROMANA, 
»]9,Romana remained at Oimbra and Monterey, 
unmolested, from the 21st of January to the 6th of 
March; he had ‘therefore time to reorganise his 
forces; and he had, in fact, ten thousand regular 
troops in tolerable order. Ile knew, on the 11th or 
With, that Soult was preparing to pass the Minho, 
between Tuy and Guardia, Ife know, also, that 
the people of Ribidavia und Orenge were in arms; 
that those on the Arosa wore preparing to rise, and 
that, consequently, the French must, were it only 
from want of foad, break out of the contracted posi- 
tion they ocenpied, vither by Ribidavia and Orense, 
of by crossings the Minho, or by retreating to 
St. dago. “With these yuides, the path of the 
Spanish general was as plain as the writing on the 
wall; he waseat the head of ten thonsuid repular 
troops, and two marches would have brought bim 
to'Ribidavin; in front of that town he might have 
oceupied'a position close on the left flank of the 
Freneh,. rallied all the insurgents about him, and 
organized: a formidable warlive. The French durst 
not have attempted the passage of the Minho while 
he-was’ in front of Ribidavia, and if they turned 
against him, the place was favourable for battle, the 
retreat ropen. by Orense and Monterey; and the 
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nooK dificulty of bringing up artillery would have han 





1809. 


pered.the pursuit, On the other hand, if Soult had 
retreated, that done would buve heen tatamountig 
a victory, and Romana would have been well placed 
to follow, connecting himself with the English yosgels 
of war upon that coast as he advanced, 

2", So far from contemplating operations of this 
nature, Romana did not even concentrate his foree; 
but keeping it extended, in small partics, along 
fifteen miles of country, indulged. himself in specu, 
lations about his enemy's weakness, and the prospect 
of their retreating: altogether from the Peninsula, 
He was only roused from his reveries, by finding his 
divisions beaten in detuil, and Jimself foreed either 
to join the Portuguese with whom ho was quared- 
ling, or to break his promises to Silveira and fly by 
cross roads over the mountain on his right: he 
adopted the laity, thus praving, that whatever 
might be his resources for raising an insiivrection, 
he could not digect one, and that he was, although 
brave and active, totally destitute of military talent, 
Ata later period of the war, the duke of Welling. 
ton, alter a Jong aul fiitless militnry discussion, 
drily observed, that either Romana or himself had 
mistaken their profession ! 


' SILVEIRA. 

1. This Portuguese pencval’s first operations were 
as ill conducted as Roman's; his posts were too 
extended, he made no attempt to repair the works 
of Chaves, none to aid the important insurrection of 
Ribidavia; but these errors cunnet be frirly charged 
upon him, as his officers were so unruly, that they 
held a council of war per force, where thirty voled 
for fighting at Chaves, and twenty-nine against it; 
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the casting voice being given by the voter calling 
onthe troops to follow him. ‘The after-movenient, 
by which Chaves was recaptured, whether. devised 
by Silvei ra himself, or directed by. marshal Beres- 
ford, was bold and skilfid; but the advance to 
Penafiel, while La Lloussaye and Heudelet could 
from Braga pass by Guimaracns, und cut him of 
* from Amarante, was as rash as his subsequent flight 
was disgraceful : yot, thanks to the heroic courage 
of colonel Patrick, Silveira’s reputation as a gene- 
ral-was established among’ his countrymen, by the 
yery:action which should have ruined him in their 


estimation. 
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BOOK VHT. 


CHAPTER I. 


& 
nook Jr will be remembered thet the narrative of at 
“To Jolin Cradock’s proceedings was discontinyed, gt 


Mach. the moment when that peneral, nothing shaken hy, 
the imporunities of the regency, the representations 
of marshal Beresford, or the advice of My, Frere, 
resolved to await at Limiar for the arrival of the 
promised reinforcements from England. While i in 
this position, he imnde every exertion to oblain 

Apnendix, troxisport for the supplies, remounts for the cavalry, 
and draught aniinals for the artillery ; but the Poy: 
gucse government gave him noe iissistance, and an 
attempt to pypeure horsgs and mudes in Moroceo 
proving unsucecssful, the army was so seantily fr 
nished that, other reasons failing, this alone would 
have prevented any advance towards the frontier, .. 

The singular innetivity of Victor surprised Cr. 
dock, but did not aller his resolution; yet, being 
continnally imported to alvanecy he, whon.es 
sured that five thousand men of the promised reine 

Sir John forecments were actually off the rock of Lisbon, 
Porrespune held a council of war on the subject, All. the. ge 
MSS” norals were averse to marching on Oparto, except 
Beresford, and ho admitted that its, propriety de 
pended on Vietor’s movements; mennvwhile, thet 
marshal approached Badajos, Lapisse came down gf 
upon the Agueda, and Soult, laving stormed” 
Oporto, pushed his advanced pasts to the Vougs, , 
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Awy: of treason wis instantly heard throughout 
Portugal, and both the people and the soldiers 
evinced a spirit truly alarming, ‘The latter, disre- 
garding the authority of Beresford, and menacing: 
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their own officers, declared that it was necessar 'y to section 1. 


lay & thousand traitors in Lisbon; and the repi- 
ments in Abrantes oven whandoned that post, and 
marched to join Traut upon the Vouga, But, when 
these disorders were at the worst, and when a vigo- 
yous movement of Victor and Lapisse would have 
wroduced fatal consequences, general Til landed 
with about five thousand men and three hundred 
artillery horses. Cradock, then, resolved to adyance, 
moved thereto chiefly by the representations of 
Beresford, who thought such a measure absolutely 
iecessary to restore confidence, to ensure the obe+ 
dience of the native troops, and to enable hint ‘to 
take measures for the safety of Abruntes, Thus, 
about the time that Tuy was relieved by the French, 
and’ that Silveira was attacked at Renafiel by La- 
borde, tho English army was put in motion, part 
upon’ Caldas und Obidos, part npon Rio Mayor ; 
the Campaign wes, therefore, actually commenced 
by Cradock, when that general, althongh his mea- 
gutes had been all approved of by lis government, 
was suddenly and wnexpect 


tedly required to swren- 
de’ his command to sir Arthur Wellesley, and 
proceed himself to Gibraltar. 





Sir von 
Crndock’s 
Carrospons 


deneo, 


MSS, 


It would appear that this arrangement was adopted font ton. 


‘after a struggle in the eabinct, and, certainly, nei- 
ther the particular choice nor the general principle 
of employing men of tulent without regard té se- 
phiority con be censured; nevertheless, sir John 
-Cradock was used unworthily. <A general of his 


stank would never have accepted a command on 
: sQ 
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oo 


HOOK such terms, und if was neither just nor ‘decent; ito 
—~-— expose him town umoerited mortification, 
19. 
Am Before the arrival of his suecessor, Crndock had | 


assembled the army at Leiria, and ustablished hig 


! 


magazines ab Abrantes, Simtarem, and Peniché;, i: 


but as the admiral fenring the diffieule navigation 
at that keason, would not send vietnallers, to die,” 
latier place, the mayngiiies there were but senntily: 
supplied. Mewnwhile Lagpisse made way by Alcan: 
tare to Morida, the re-enpture of Chaves became. 
known, and the insurrection in Beira and Tras 5 
Montes. took its full spring, Trant’s force algo 
increased on the Vouga, and ee who ‘had. 
succeeded in restoring order among the Portuguese 
hattalions, was more than ever urgent for an attnek 
upon Soul; nevertheless Crasloek, unprovided with 
a due proportion of cavalry, unable to procure pro. | 
visions or fomgey und fearful for the safety of Lig 
bon, refused, and the 24th af Anil, hearing that 
his successor Yad arrived, resigned the commend 
and repaired to Gibraltin, 
Sir Arthur Wellesley landed the 22d of April 
On the 24th he signified to the British mbnisters « 
Apotss that, aflairs being in the condition contemplated by 
them, it was his intention to assume the command 
of the army; a ciremustanee: worthy of attention, 
as indicating that the defence of Portugal was even 
then considered a secandury abject, and of uncer 
tain promise, ‘The deliverance of the Peninsula 
was never due to the foresight and perseverance of 
~ the English ministers, but to che fimmess and skill 
of the British gonorals, wid to te coumage of troops 
whom no dangers could danut and no hardships 
dishearten, while they remedied the eternal ertots 
of the cabinet. 
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The unexpected arrival of a man known only as CHAP 


avictorious commander created the greatest enthu- 


: ; , 1809. 
‘siagm'in Portugal. The regency immediately nomi- April: 


nated: him marshal-yencral of their troops; the 

. people, always fond of novelty, hailed his presence 
with enthusiasm; aud all those persons, whether 
Portuguese or British, who had blamed sir John 
Ciadock’s prudent caution, now anticipating a 
change of system, spake largely and confidently of 
the future operations: in truth, all classes were 

+ greatly excited, and an undefined yet powerful sen- 
timent that something preat would soon be achieved 
pervaded the publie mind. 


Sir Arthur’s plans were, however, neither hastily Appendix, 
, Y NOG, 


adopted nor recklessly Inuvied forward ; like Cra- 
dock, he felt the danger of removing far from 
Lisbon while Victor was on the Alemtcjo fronticr, 
and‘he anxiously weighed his own resources against 
those at the enemy's disposal. Not that he wavered 
between offensive and defensive movements; a 
general of his discernment could not fail to perecive 
that; if the Mrench were acting upon any concerted 
plan, the false anarch of Lapisse to Merida had 
marred their combinations, by placing a whole 
nation, with all its fortresses and all its forces, 
whether insurgents, vegulur troops, ot auxiliaries, 
between the amics of Vietor and Soult; and that 
neither concart nor communication could Jonger 
exist between those marshals. 

Soult’s offensive strength, also, was evidently ex- 


hausted ; he might establish himself firmly in the 


‘provinces beyond the Dowo, but he could not, 

* glone, force his way to Lisbon, a distance of two 

hundred miles, in a season when the waters were 
2 > 


» 
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ets, 


——— mountains, and defiles. He could not hope, with 
1), 
Amit twenty-four thousnnd men, to beat a whole people 


in arms, assisted’ by an nuxiliary y amy of as ‘high 
reptlution, and pearly as nimerous as his owns ” 
and, moreover, there were diseontents and soi 
spiracy in his cunp, and of this sh Arh 
was avure, 

Soult alone, then, wus uo longer formidable tp 
the capital ; but that which weakened him increased 
the offensive power of Victor, who was now-at the 
head of thirty thousimd amen, und might march 
straight upon Lisbou, and through a open country, 
the only barrier being the Taeus, a river fordable 
in almost all seasons. Such a movement, or. even 
the semblance of it, must perforce draw the British 
and native armies to that: side, aud then Soul, 
coming down to he Mondego, might, from theneg, 
connect his operations with Victor's by the line of 
the Zezere, ov advance wt ance on Lisbon a8 ech 
sion offered. 

Now, to meet tho exigencies of tho, comptign 
the military resources of the  Mnglish general @ 
were, ye 

1*.~--Tlis central position, 

2—The Britigh and Germiun “troops, about 
twenty-six thousand in namber; of which -the pre- 
sent under anns, including: serpents, amounted: to 
twenty-tivo thousand, with three thousand. seven 
hundred horses and auiuless ha the Bvitish avy 
corporals and privates only wwe understood: in’ the 
present under arms, but in the Mrench oamy.that 
term ineludes all inilitary persons,  Olleers, nan “ 
commissioned officers, soldiers und drummers, con 
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batants ‘and non-combatants, o distinction to. be ita 


porne,in mind when compar inp the forees on each 
side. 

“Be The Portuguese troops of the line ; of which 
there might be organised and armed about sixteen 
thousand, 

Nearly all these troops were already collected, or 
capable of being collected in a short time, between 
the -Tagus and Mondego; and beyond the latter 
yiver, ‘Trant and Silveira commanded separate 
corps; the one upon the Vouga, the other on the 
Tamega. 

4—The militia and the ordenancas, which may 
be demominated the insurgent force. 

&—The fortresses of Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo, 
Elvas, Abrantes, Peniché, and Badajos, 
6.—The English fleet, the Portuguese craft, and 
the free uso of. the coast and river navigation for 
his supplies, 

he assistance of Cuesta, who had six thou- 
send cavalry and thirty thousand infantry of which 
twenty-five thousand were actually about the defiles 
of Monasterio in front of Victor's posts, 

Sir Arthur Wellesley’s moral resourees were the 
high courage of his own troops ; his personal popu- 
larity; the energy ofan excited people; a fayour- 
able moment; the presentiment of victory, and a 
mind equal to the occasion. 

In a strategic point of viow, to full upon. Victor 
was: best, because he was the most dangerous 
neighbour to Portugal; because his defeat would 
prove most detrimental to the French, most adyan- 
tageous to the Spaniards; and:because the greatest 
body of troops could he brought to bear against 
him. Onthe other hand, Soult held a rich*pro- 





Apu. 


264 


NOOK 
VIL 


JUSTORY OF PTT 


viner, from whenee the -chie! supply of cattle: ty 


—~— the army was derived ; he was in possession of the 


1800. 
April. 


second city in the kingdom, where he was forming 
a French party; the feelings of the regency. and 
the people were greatly troubled by the dogs of 
Oporto, and their desire to regain it wes strongly 
expressed, be 

To attack Victor, ik was indispensable to cones 
operations with Guestas Dnt thet general wes il 
disposed towards the British, and to insure hy 
co-operation would have required tine, which: coud ; 
be better employed in expelling Soult. For. these 
reasons, sir Arthur Wellesley determined to: attack 
the last-named marshul without delay ; intending, 
if successful, to establish a good system of defence » 
in the northern provinces, und then, in conjimetion 
with Cuesta, to tum his arms ngiinat Vietor, hoping 
thus to relieve Gullicin more: effectually: than by 
following the Mrench into that province, vy 

The security of Lishon being the pivot of the 
operations against Soult, time was the principal 
object to be gained. Tf Vietor eame ferecly on, 
he could not be stopped, but his couse might-be 
impeded; his path could not he blocked, buteit 
might be planted with (homs, ‘To evet this, eight 
or ton thousand) Portuguese troaps were: immedi+ 
ately directed upon Abrantes ant Sautarem, where 
tvo British battalions and two roviments of cavalry 
just disembarked,’ also niirehed and were, there - 
joined by three other battalions drafted from the 
army at Leiria, Bede 

A hody of two thousand men,. composed ofa 
militia regiment, and the Lusitaninn legion whieh 
remained near Castella Braneo after Lapisse lind 
crossed the Tagus, were placed under the command. 
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of colonel Mayne, and dirceted to tuke post at-.the CHAR: 


bridge of Aleantarn, having orders to defend the 
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passage of the river, and, if necessary, to blow up April: 


the structure. At the sue time, the flying bridges 
‘at Villa. Velha and Abrantes were removed, the 
iartigon. of the latter place was reinforced, and 
general Mackenzie was appointed to command. all 
the: troops, whether Portuguese. or British, thus 
‘distributed ‘along the right bank of the Tagus. 
These precautions appeared suflicient, especially as 
there was a general disposition to believe the 
French weaker than they really were; Victor could 
not, by a» mere demonstration, shake this line of 
defence; and if he forced the bridge of Alcantara, 
and penetrated by the sterile and difficult route 
formerly followed by Junot, it would: bring him, 
without guns, upon Abrantes ; but Abrantes: was 
already capable of a short resistance, and Macken- 
aie would have had time to line the rugged banks 
of the Zezere. 
_olfyhowevar, Victor leaving Badajosand Elvas behind 
him, should pass through the Alemtajo, and cross the 
Togus between Abrantes and Lisbon, he-was to be 
feared; but Cuesta had promised to follow closely 
inthe French general’s rear, and it was reasonable 
to suppose tint Mackenzie, although he might be 
imable to prevent the passage of the river, would 
not suffor himself to be ent olf from the capital, 
where, having’ the assistance of the fleet, the aid 
of the citizens, ‘and the chance of reinforcements 
from England, he might defend himself until the 
amy could return from the Douro.’ Moreover, Victor 
was eighteen marches from Lisbon; it was only by 
accident that he and Soult could act in coneert, 


and the allied army, having a sure and rapid4mode 


. 266 


BOOK 
VOL. 





1809. 
May. 


IUSLORY OF THE 


of’ correspondence with Cuesta, was are) within 
four marches of Oporto. 

The main body of the allies was now aioe 
upon Coimbra; four of the best Portuguese Datta: 
lions were incorporated in the British brigades, 
Beresford retained, under his a command, 
about six thousand native troops; Trant remained 
stedfast on the Vouga; Silveira on. the Tnega; 
and sir Robert Wilson, quitting’ the command of 
the legion, was detached, with a small Portuguese 
force, to Viscu, where, hanging upon Francesehi's 
left flank, he also communicated with ala 
corps by the way of Lamego. 

The difficulty of bringing up forage and. pin 
visions, which had pressed so sorely on gir John 
Oradock, was now somewhat lessened. The land 
transport was indecd still scanty, and the admiral, 
dreading the long shore utvigation for large vessels, 
was without the small craft necessary for vietualling 
the troops by the coast; but the magazines: at 
Caldas were partly filled, nnd twenty large country. 
boats loaded with provisions, the ownors being: jn, 
duced by premiums to make the run, had got safely 
into. Peniché and the Mondego. Tn shortj..the 
obstacles to a forward movement, although grea 
were not insurmountable, 

Sir Arthur Wellesley reached Coimbra the, 2d: of 
May, Wis army: was concentrated there onthe 
Sth, in number about twenty-five thonsand sabres 
and bayonets; nine thousand were Portuguese, three 
thousand Germans, the remainder British, : The 
duke of Dalmatia was ignorant that the allies 
were thus assembled in force upon the Mondego; 
but many French officers knew it, and were silent, 
for they were engaged in a plot of a very extrac 
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diary nature, which was probably a part of the SHA. 


conspiracy alluded to in the first volume of this 





; ‘ 1800. 
work, ‘as being conducted ¢hrough the medium of Muy. 


the princess of Tour and Taxis, 
The French soldiers were impatient of their toils; 
their attachment to Napoleon himself’ was unshaken, 
but-human nature shyinks from perpetual contact 
with death, and they were tired of war. This 
feeling induced some oflicers of high rank, serving 
in Spain, to form a plan for changing the French 
government ; generally speaking, these men were 
friendly to Napoleon personally, but they were 
yepublicans in their politics, and earnest to reduce 
the power of the emperor, Their project, founded 
upon the discontent of the troops in the Peninsula, 
wis to make a truce with the [nglish army, to 
dect' ‘a chief, and march into [vance with the 
yesolution to ubate the pride of Napoleon, or to 
pull him from his throne. These conspirators at 
first turned their eyes 1pon marshal Ney, but finally 
resolved to choose Grouvion St, Cyr for their leader; 
yet it was casicr to resalve than to exceute. “Napo- 
leon’s ascendaney, supported by the love and 
admiration of millions, was not to be shaken by 
the conspimey af a few discontented men: and, 
although the hopes of these last were not entircly 
relinquished wntil after Masson's retreat from 
Portugal in 1810, long hefore that, period they 
discovered that the soldiers, tired as they were of 
war, were faithful to their great monarch, and 
would have slain any who openly stirred against 
hin, ; 
‘The foregoing facts are stated on the quthority 
of a principal mover of the sedition; but many 
minor plots had cotemporary existence, for this was 
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200K the spring-time of folly. In the second: con 
conspirators wore numerous, and by their discouses 

Muy. and their slow sullen execution of orders, had Con 
tinually Gawarted the operntions of maeshal Soult, yet 
without exciting his suspicions; as he Penetrited 
into Portugal, their connternetions increased, find; 
bythe time he wrived at Oporto, their desig 
was ripe for execution, 

Tn the middle of April, Jol Viana, the son of ai 
Oporto merchant, had appeared at marshal Bers: 
ford’s head-quarters, with proposals from the Freiek 
malcontents; who desired to have an English 
officer sent to them, to wrrange the execution of’! 
plan, which was to be conmmenced by seizing their 
general, and giving hin over to the British out. 
posts: a detestable project, fov it is not in the feld, 
and with a forgign enemy, that soldiers should - 
concert the overthrow of their country’s institi. 
tions, Ik would be idle and impertinent ina 
foreigner to sey how much and how long men shall 
bear with what they deem an oppressive govem- 
mont, but there is a distinet and especial loyalty 
due from a soldier to his general in the field; a * 
compact of honow, which it is singularly base t6 
violate, and so it has in ull ages been considered, 
When the Argyraspides, or silver-shiclds’ of ‘the 
Macedonians, delivered their general, Enmenes, in 
bonds, to Antigonus, the litter, although’ he had 
tempted them to the deed, and serupled not to 
slay the hero, reproached the treacherous. soldiers 
for their conduet, and with the approbation of all 
men destroyed them: yet Antigonus was not a 
foreign enemy, but of their own kin and blood. 

An Enplish licutenant-colonel attached to the: 
Portuguese service reluctantly undertook the duly 
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sf ¥ Mp 4 4 tratoy ao 1 ?. 
of meeting these French conspirators, and penetia- Cat 


* td, by night, but in uniform, behind the lrench ares 


outposts, by the lake of Aveiro or Over, He had ‘My: 


previously ar ranged that ono of the malcontents 
should meet him on the water, the boats unknow- 
ingly passed each other in the dark, and the 
- Englishman returned to Aveiro, where he found 
Jom Viana, in company with the reneh adjutant- 
major, D’Argenton. The latter confirmed what 
Viena had declared wt Thomar; he expressed great 
respect for Soult, yet dwelt upon the necessity of 
yemoving him before an appeal could be made to 
the soldiers; and ho readily agreed to wait, in 
person, upon Beresford, saying he was himself 
too strongly supported in the Trench army to be 
afraid, Marshal Beresford was then at Lisbon, 
thither ’Argenton followed und having seen him 
ad sir Arthur Wellesley, remained five days in 
that capital, and then setumed to Oporto. While 
at Lisbon, he, in addition to his former reasons 
for. this conspiracy, stated that Soult wished to 
make himself kiug of Portugal; an error into which 


# te and many others naturally fell, from cireum- 


stances that I have already noticed, 

When Sir Arthur Wellesley arrived at Coimbra, 
D'Argenton appeared again at the English head- 
quarters; this time, however, by the order of sir 
Arthur, he was conducted through bye-paths, and 
retumed convineed, from what he lad seen and 
heard, that although the allies were in foree on the 
Mondego, many days nut elapse before they could 
bein a condition’ to attack Oporto, During: his 
absence, he had heen denounced hy-penoral Lefebre, 
who was falsely imagined to he favourable to the 
conspiracy; being arrested, passports, signed hy 
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naox admiral Berkeley, whieh this unfortunate! mii 
———~ contrary to Sir A. Wellesley's urgent Pecammenidi: 


1800. 
May. 


tion, hud insisted upon having, completely proved 
his guilt, and Soult, until that moment, withoy 
suspicion, beheld with amazement: the abyss that 
yawned beneath his feet: his fimmiess, ‘howarer, 
did not desert him. THe offered D'Argenton pardon, 
and even reward, if he would disclose the names of 
the other conspirators and relate truly what he 
had. seen of the Enylish and Portuguese avinieg 
the prisoner, to save his life, readily told all that 
he knew of the British, but Sir A. Wellesley’s fore: 
sight had rendered that tale useless, ond with 
respect to his French vecomplices D’Argenton aay 
immoveable, Exagperuting: the importanco of the 
conspiracy, he even defied the marshal's power, and 
advised him, as the safest course, to adopt the 
conspirators’ sentiments + nov was his-boldnoss fatal 
to him at the moment, for Soulé, anxious to ascertant 
the extent of the danger, delayed oxcouting hin 
and. he effveted his exeape during: the subsequent 
operations, : 
Tle was not the only person who communicate 

secretly with the British general; colonel Donadien 
and colonel Lafitte were engaged in the conspiracy, 
The latter is suid te have had an interview with 
sir Arthw, between the outposts of the two aunics; 
and from the first the nulcantents were wrgent thet 
the movements of the allied forces should be’ go 


regulated ag to favour their proceedings: sir Arthur,’ 


Wellesley, however, having little dependence upon 


‘intrigue, sternly intimated that his operations could 


not. be regulated by their plots, and hastened -his 
military measures. : ae 
Under the impression that Silveira was‘ success: 
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: genoral at first resolved to reinforee him by sending 

Beresford’s and Wilson’s corps across the Douro at 
Lamego, by which he hoped to cut Soult off from 
Tyas os Montes; intending, when their junction was 
effected, to march with his own army direct apon 
Oporta, and to cross the Douro near that town, by 
the aid of Beresford's corps, which would. then’ be 
on. the right bank. ‘This mensure, if executed, 
would, including Trant’s, Wilson's, and Silveira’s 
people, have placed a mass of thirty thousand 
troops, regulars and irregulars, between the ‘ras os 
Montes and Soult, and the latter must have fought 
a battle under very unfavourable circumstances, or 
have fallen back on the Minho, whieh he could 
searcely have passed at that season while pressed 
by the pursuing army. But the plan was necos- 
satily abandoned whon intelligence arrived that the 
bridge of Amarante was forced, and that Silveira, 
pursued by the cnemy, was driven over the Douro, 
The news of this disaster only reached Coimbra 
the 4th of May, und, on the 6th, a part of the army 
was already in motion to execute a fresh project, 
adapted to the change of affairs. As this cngerness 
to fall on Soult may appear to justify those who 
censurod sir J. Cradock’s caution, it may here 
be well to shew how fat the circumstances were 
changed, 

When. Cradock refused to advance, the Portu- 
guese troops were insubordinate and disorganized ; 
they -were now obedient and improved in dis- 
cipline, 

Sir John Cradock had scarcely any cavalry ; 
four regiments had since been added. 

Tn the middle of April, Cuesta was only gather- 
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uly defending the line of the Tamega, the British fA? 
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yook ing the wrecks of his forces after Medellin; he | 
Vill. eu arnek 3 
th now at the head of thirty-live thousand men, 
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May. 


The intentions of the British government hed 
heen doubtful, they were no longer go, Sip John 
Gradock's influence had been restricted, the new 
general came out with enlarged powers, the full 
confidence of the ministers, wud with Portuguese 
rank, is reputation, his popularity, and: the 
disposition of mankind, always prone to magnify the 
fatwre, whether for good or bad, combined to give. 
an unusual impulse to public feeling, and enabled 
him to dictate at once to the reguney, the diplo.. 
matists, the generals, aul the peoples to disvogard 
all petty joalousies and intrigues, and to caleulate. 
upon resources from whieh his predecessor Wag. 
debarred, Sir Arthur Wellesley, habituated to, tho, 
command of amies, wis moreover endowed..by, 
nature with a lofly genius, and wmind eupacious of 
warlike affairs. ; 
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CHAPTER 11. 
CAMPAIGN ON TIE DOURO. 


Arren the action of Amarante, Laborde’s troops CUA. 
were recalled to Oporto, a brigade of cayalry and aan? 
a'regiment of infantry being left to keep up the May. 
communication with Loison. General Botilho, 
however, soon reappeared upon the Lima, Lorge’s 
dragoons were detached to watch him, and 
meanwhile Mermet’s division was pushed to- 
wards the Vouga. The French army was thus 
extended in detachments from that river to the 
Tamega, occupying two sides of a triangle, its 
flanks presented to the enemy, the wings separated , 
by the Douro and without communication, exeept 
by the boat-bridge of Oporto, Tt required three 
days to unite on the centre, and five days to eon- 
centrate on cither extremity. 
~The situation of the allies was very different ;-~ 
sir Arthur Wellesley having assembled the bulk 
of his troops it Coimbra, had the choice of two 
lines of operation; the one, through Visew and 
Lamego, by which, in four or five marches, he 
could turn the Trench left and ent them off from 
Tras os Montes; the other leading upon Oporto, 
whereby, in two marehes, he could throw himself 
wexpectedly, and in very superior numbers, upon 
the enemy’s right, with a prospect of crushing it 
between the Vouge and the Douro, On the first of 
these two Hines, which were separated by the lofty 

VoL. i, T 
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HOOK ridges af tha Riera de Curumula, the. mareh oot 
vg he covered hy Wilson's corps, at Visen, and by Sie” 
My, veir’s, near Lumego. Along the second, the Moves 
ment conld he sereened by Trunt’s corps on theVonge, 

The duke of Dahnutin’s dispositions were mada 

in ignorance of siv Arthur Wellesloy’s position 
munbers, nud intentions. Ue was not even avvate 
of the vicinity of such an untayonist, but. sensible 
that to advance directly upon Lisbon was beyond 
his own strength, lhe meditated to evoss the Tamega, 
and then, covered by that river and. the Douro, to 
some og CHOW tho great route of Braganga, and so. enter 
Guorations the Salamanca country. Tt was in this. view. that 
Loison had been directed to pet possession, of: Me, 
vamfiio and Pozo de Rayou, Mermet’s advanee 
towards the Vouga heing only to support Pranees. 
chi’s retreat, when the army should commence jt 
movement towards the Tamega, : mie 
The Oth of May, I’Argenton was arrested, the 
“fin fell from Soult's eyes, and all the perils of his 
position broke at once upon jis view. ‘Treason in 
his camp which he could not probe; a powerful 
enemy close in his fronts the insargents again active 
in his rear; the Freneh troops senttored from the 
Vouge td the Tamepa, from the Dow to the Lina, 
and commanded by officers, whose fidelity was ne 
cessarily suspected, while the extent of the conspi: 
racy was unknown. Appulling as this prospect.was, 
the duke of Dalmatia did not (quail at the sight 
The general officers assured him of the fidelity of 
the troops, he ordered Loison to keep Mezomfiio 
and: Ragoa, if he could, but, under any, circum 
stances, to hold Amarante fast, and the greatest 
put of the guns and stoves at Oporto were. directed 
upon the Tamepa ; the ammunition that could 
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Hehe removed was destroyed, and Lorge was di- GUAR. 
yeoted to withdraw the garrison of Viana and make 
“forAmarante; D'Aryenton was then closcly, although — May; 
vainly, pressed to discover his accomplices, and all 
thevarrangements necessary for © movement upon. 

the Tras os Montes were actively followed up, But 

the war was comings up with a full and swift tido ; 
Loison, upon whose vigowr the sucecss of the ope- 

yation depended, was giving way, Wellesley was 
already across the Vouge, and Franceschi was 
struggling in his prasp, 

“Tho English general had resolved to operate 
along both the routes before spoken of, but the 
greater facility of supplying the troops by the coast 
lité,'and, above all, the exposed position of the 
French right wing, so near the allies and so distant 
fiom succour, indueed him to make the principal 
attack by the high road leading to Oporto... He had 
ote division of cavalry and three of infantry, 
exclusive of Boresford’s corps. The first division,” 
composed of two brigades of infantry and twelve 
guns, was commanded by licutenant-general Paget. 
The second, of three brigades of infantry and six 
guns, by licutenunt-yenoral Sherbrooke, ‘The third, of 
two brigades of infantry and six guns, by major-yene- 
wl Hill, Tho cavalry by lieutonant-gencral Payne, 
The whole amounted to about fourteen thousand 
five hundred infantry, fifteen Inmedred cavalry, and 
twenty-four guns, of which six were only three- 
pounders, 

The Gth of May, Beresford, with six thousand 
Portiguese, two British battalions, five companies 
of tiflemen, and a squadron of heavy cavalry, 


mali upon Lamego by the road of Visen. 
v2 
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wook The 7th, the light cavalry and Paget's divine 
—~—= advanced towards the Vongn by the Oporto: rond, 
my, but halted, on the 8th, to give Beresford time to reach 
the Upper Douro, before the attack on the Frenchi 
right should commence, The Oth, they. resuned 
their mareh lor the bridge of Vougas Pulls division 
took the Aveiry road, aud the whole reached: the 
line of the Vouga river Uhut evening; but Paget's 
division was not brought up until after dark, and 
then with caution, to prevent the enemy's euard from 
seeing the columns, the intent being: to surprise 
Franceschi the next morning, i 

That general, with all his cavalry, a ropiment of 
Mernet’s division, and six puns, occupied a village, 
eight miles beyond Vonga bridge, culled Albergaria 
Nova; the reminder of Monuet’s infinty were at 
Grijon, one. march in the vew, and on the main 
road to Oporto. Francesehi lid that day informed 
Soult, that the allied forces were collecting on the 
Mondego and that Trant’s posts had closed uponthe 
Vouga; he was, however, fir from suspecting that 
the whole army was upon the last river, although, 
from the imprudent conversition of an nglish 
officer, bowing a dag of tee, he had reason: to 
expect an attack of some kind, : 

Sir Arthur Wellesley'’s pla was partly nurnged 
upon the suggestion of the field-ollicer who had 
met D’Argonton, De had observed, during-his ite 
tercourse with the conspirators, that the lake of 
Ovar was unguarded by the Mreueh, althoughit 
extended twenty miles behind their outposts, snd 
all the boats. were at Aveivo, which was in posses- 
sion of tho alliews Qn this information it: was 
decided to tin the enemy's vight by. the. lake 
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‘Accordingly; general Till embarked on the evening 
of the 9th, with one brigade, the other being to 
follow him. as quickly as possible. The fishermen 
Jooked on at first with surprise, but, soan com- 
yehending thy object, voluntarily rushed in crowds 
to the boats, and worked with such a will, that the 
whole flotilla arrived at Ovar precisely at sunrise 
on the 10th, when the troops immediately. disem- 
barked. That day, also, Beresford, having rallied 
Wilson’s corps upon his own, reached Pero do 
Ragoa, and he it was, that had repulsed Loison and 
pursued him to Amarante. 

Both flanks of the French army were now turned, 
and-at. the same moment sir Arthur, with the mein 


“ hody, fell upon Franceschi, for while the flotilla 


was navigating the lake of Ovar, the attempt to 
suprise that poneral at Albergarin Nova, was-in 
progress, Shorbrooke’'s division was not yet Ups 
butgeneral Cotton, with the light cavalry, crossing 
the Vouga, o litthe flor midnight, endeavoured. to 
twin’ the enemy's lef, and get behind him while the 
head: of Paget's division, marching a little later, 
passed through the deliles of Vouga, directly upon 


‘Albergaria, ‘Crunt's corps was to make way, be- 


tween Payot’s division and the lake of Aveiro. 

» This enterprise, xo well conceived, was bafled by 
potly events, sue thas always abound ia war. Sir 
Arthur Wellesley did not perfectly know the ground 


‘beyond the Vouga, and Inte in the evening’ of the 


9th, colonel Trunt, having: ascertained that wn im- 


practienble ravine, extending from the lake to 


Olivera do Avemiz, would prevent lim from obey- 
ing his orders, passed the bridge of Vouga, and car- 
tied his own guns beyond the defiles; thinking thus 
to leave the bridge clear for the British arillery and 
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nook Richard Stewart's brigade, whieh had Deof 


VILL 


Anod. 


May, 


charged to conduct the - British emmons “this 
task wos diflieult; several carriages broke down, 
am ‘Tyant’s corps took the loud of Paget's columi, 
the march of which was impeded by the bicken 
pun-curringes, Meanwhile the envalry «unde 
Cotton were misled by the prides, and came, iq 
road daylight, upon Franceschi, who, -witly-his 
flank resting Upon a wood purnished with infantry, 
boldly offered a butile that Cotton dared not, under 
such cirewmstances, aceept, ‘Thus, an hour’ delay, 
produced by vn few tilling accidents, mavredia 
combination that would have shorn Soult of 9 third 
of his infantry und all his light cavalry; for it 
is not to be supposed that, when Mranceschi’s 
horsemen were cut ofl) aml general Wil at Ovar, 
Mermet’s division could have eseaped across the 
Douro. me 

When sir Arthur Wellesley came up to Alber. 
guia with Paget's infimtry, Fraoceseli was stillin 
position, skirmishing with Trul's corps, and evi. 


doutly ignorant af what a foreo was udyaneing 


against him; bul beiuy timncdiutely attucked, and 
his Coot dislodged fram the wood, he retreated along 
the road to Oliveira de Azemis, briskly pasued by 
the allied infantry. Nevertheless, vidiantly extri- 
cating himself ftom thix perilous situation, he 
reuched Oliveira without any serious loss, and eon. 
timuing: his march during the night hy Foria, joined 
Menuet next morning al Grijon. 

Franceschi, in the course of the 10th, could seo 
the whole of the Buglish army, including the troops 


* with Til, and it nmy create suprise Ciut-he should 


pass so near the Jatter general without being at- 
tacked ; but TEI was strictly obedient to his orders, 
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Which forbade him to act on the enemy's rears and HAs. 


tidfe orders ware wise and prudent, because the 
yineiple of operating with small hedies on the 
“flanks and rear of a enemy is vicious. While the 
number of men on. the left of the Douro was ue 
known, it would luve been rash to interpose a 
single brigade between the advanced guard und the 
main body af the French 5 the object of Hill's being 
gent to Over was, 1" that the dine of murch might 
be caged, and the enemy's attention distracted ; 
9°, that a division of fresh soldiers might be at 
gand to follow the pursuit, so as to wrive on the 
bridge of Oporto pell-mell with the fying cnemy ; 
and it was the soldierlike retreat of Mranceschi that 
prevented the Jast object from being attained, 
General Paget's division and the cavalry halted 
the night of the 10th at Oliveira; Sherbrooke’s 
division passed the Vouga later in the day, and 
ronained in Alburpavia; the next morming the pur- 
suit was renewed, and the men, marching strongly, 
como up with the enemy wbont eight o’cloek jn the 


morning’. 


en COMBAT OF GRILION. 
o The French were posted across the road on a 
yanga of steep hills, w wood, occupied with in- 
faniry, covered their right Mank, and their front was 
protected hy w village and broken groan, but their 
Jeft wos ill pluctd. The British troops came up 
briskly in one col, the Jheud of which was in- 
stantly and sharply ongaged. ‘The 16th Portuguese 
yegiment, then quilting the line of march, drove 
the enemy out of the wood covering his right, 
and nt the same tine the CGermuns, who were in 
ihe year, bringinge their left shoulders forward, with- 


a7 





1800. 
May. 


280 


Rook 
VILL 





goo, 
ry. 


HISFORY OF THE 


out any halt or check, tmmed the other Hank of’ thé 
-Fyench: the latter immediately ubandonedyha 
position, and, being pressed iu the renr by tivo 
squadrons of cavalry, lost w few killed and about, a 
hundred prisoners. The heights of Carvalho pave 
them an opportunity to tun nd check the pwesuing 
squadrons, yet, when the British infantry, with on 
impetuous pace, nguin drew near, they fell back, 
and thus fighting and retreating, w blow and a ree, 
wore the day mway. Durie this combat, Hil 
was to have marched by the const-voad- towards 
Oporta, to iutercepl the cucty's retreat, but by 
gome error in the transmission of orders, ¢ that ge, 
neral, taking the route of Torin, crossed ‘Tyant’s 
line of ‘iuroli and the time thus lost could not be 
regained, : 
The British halted at dark. The Vreneh paseed 
the Douro int the hight, and destroyed the bridge, and 
all the heavy artillery and baggage still in Oporto 
were immediately sent off by this roul to Amarante, 
Mermot, without halting, followed the ‘same route 
as far as Vallongn and Baltar, having orders: to 
seoure all the boats mul vigiluntly to patrole up.the 
right bank of the river, and Loixon, his retreat from 
Don do Ragon being unknown, wes agein warned 
to hold the Tonepga as he valued ‘the safety: of 
the army; finally Soult having directed all the 
eraft in the Douro in his freut ta be secured, and 
having placed guurds ut conveniont points, resolved 
to hold Oporto during the 12th, that Lorge’s dia- 
goon’s and the diferent detachments might have 
time to. concentrate at Amarante, 
* The duke of Dalmatin’s uttention was now prin 
cipally directed to the river in its course delow the 
city, for the reports of his cavalry led hin to-be- 
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jive thet TLis division had been disembarked at OAD. 


Ovegffrom the oecan, and he expeeted that the empty 
geasels would come rowed to effect a passage at the 
inouth of the Douro. - Nevertheless, thinking that 
Loison still held Mesamitio and Pozo with «six 
thousand men, and knowing that three brigades 
occupied intermediate posts between Amarante and 
Oporto, he was satisfied that his retreat was se- 
owed and thought there was no rashness in main- 
inning his position for another day. But the 
conspirators were busy. Tis orders were neglected 
or only half oheyed, and false reports of their 
execution mace to him, 

In this state of affairs the heads of the British 
columns arrived at Villa Noya, and before cight 
o'clock in the morning of the 12th, the whole amy 
vas concentrated there, yet hiddgn fvom Soult by 
the height upon which the convent of Sarea stood. 
The Douro rolled between the hostile forces, and the 
French who had swerved nothing from the pre- 
vious operations, could in two days ‘teke post 
behind the Tamopn, from whence the retreat upon 
Braganga, would be certains and they might, in 
passing, defent Boresford ; for that general's force 
was fechle in miuubers, in iufimey as to orpani- 
mation, and-te utiiast sir Arthur expected from it 
was that, vexing the French line of march, and 
infesting. the road of Villu Real, it would oblige 
Soult to tuka the loss uecessible route of Chaves 
and retire to Gallicin instead of Leon. This how- 
ever could not happen wnless the main body of the 
allies followed the Trench closely from Oporto, 
and'as Soult at Salmmanen would have been more 
formidable than ever, the ultimate object of the 
campaign and the immediate sufety of Boresford's 
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corps, alike demanded, that the Douro -should:he. 
quickly passed, But how force the passage in 
river, deep, swift, more than three hundred yards 
wide, and with ten thousand veterans guarding the 
opposite bank ! Alexander’ the Grent might -hayg 
turned from it without shame | 

The height of Sarea, vound which the Dour 
camo with a sharp clhow, prevented any view of 
the upper river from the town, and the duke 6f 
Dalmatia, confident that ull whove the city wag 
secure, took his stution in aw house westward of 
Oporto, whence he could diseern the whole. couse 
of the lower river to its mouth, Mennwhile, from 
the summit of Sareu, sir A. Wellesley, with-an 
eagle’s glance, searched all the opposite bank: and 
tho city and country beyond it. Ife saw horses:and 
baggage moving,on the read to Vallonga, and ithe 
dust of columns in retreat, but no large body of 
troops near the river; the enemy's puards were fow 
and distant from cach other; his putroles neither 
numerous nor vigilant, and an auspicious negli. 
genee seemed to pervade his enmp. Suddenly:a 
largo unfinished building, called the Seminnry, 
caught the English general's eye. 'Uhis isolated _ 
structure, having a short easy deecss from the river, 
was swrounded by a high wall, which, extending 
to the water on cither side, cnelosed an area suit. 
cient for two battalions in order of battle; the only 
egress was by an iron pate opening on the Vallonga 
road, and the building itself commanded: every 
thing in its vicinity, exeept ane mound, which was 
within cannon-shot, but too pohited to hold a gun, 
There were no French posts near, and the direct 
line of passage from the height of Savea, across 
the river to the building, being to the right hand, 
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“yas hidden: from the troops in the town, Here, onthe 
tha with «a marvellous hardihood, sir Arthur ——— 
yegolved, if he could find but one boat, to make yer 
his way, iu the faeo of a veteran army and a 
renowned gonertl, 


PASRAGE OF THE bOURO, 
. A poor barber, evading the Jronch patroles, had 
during the nigh¢ come over tho water ina smal] 
ek, «Colonel Waters, a stall’ officer, a. quick 
daring man, discovered this, and aided by the 
barber, and by the prior of Amurante who pallandy 
ofered his services, immediately passed the river, 
aid in half an hour returned unperecived with 
three large barges, Meanwhile cighteon pieces of 
artillery were pot up to the conyent of. Sarea, and 
inajoryyoncral Jolm Murray was directed, with the 
German brigade, some squndrons of the 14th dre- 
goons, ani two pins, Upon the Barca de Avintas, 
three miles above. Ve hud orders to seck for boats 
and. cllvet a pasiage there also if possible; and 
when Waters returned, some of the English troops 
were pushed towards Miuray in: support, while 
others enutiowsly approached the brink of the ‘river 
nnder Saren. 

Tt was now ten o’eloek ¢ the French were. still 
gonguil aud wauspicious; the British wondering 
and expectant, Sir Arthur was informed that ore 
boat-was brought wp to the point of passage. 
«Well, let the men cross,” was his reply, and at 
this simple order, wa ollicer wilh twenty-five soldiers 
of the Bulls embarked, and ina quarter of au how 
silently placed themselves inthe onidst of the 
enomy’s army, : 
The Seminary was (hus gained, all was quict in 
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Oporto, and n second bont followed the firsts ng 


VIII : 
~~ hostile movement was seen, No sound heard, aiffda 
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third bout passed bigher up the river, but searecly 
had the men from this Inst set foot on shore, wheng 
tumultuous noise arose in the city. The drums beat 
to avs, shouts arose from ll parts, the people were 
seen vehemently gesticulating: and inking: signals 
from the houses, confused nisses of Pronch troops, 
hurrying forth from the streets by the higher 
grounds, threw out swarms of skirmishers: that 
came furiously down nguinst the Seminary. The 
British army instuntly crowded to the bank. of thé 
river; Pagot’s and Hill's divisions collected. at: the 
point of passage and Sherhrooke's division where 
the boat bridge had been cut away trom Villa Nova; 
Paget himself had pessed in the third boat, and 
having: mounted, the roof of the Seminary was 
already struck down with a dangerous wound: 
Hill took his place, The musketry was sharp, voli: 
ble, and encreasing as the mmnabers on both sides 
aceumulated ; but the French attack was oager and 
constant, their five aiyzmented thster tha dhat-of 
the English, and their artifery also began:to play 
upon the building, ‘The British puns from Sures 
commanded indeed the whole eneloste round the 
Sominary, and swept the left of the will in sucha 
manner as to confine the French assmult to the side 
of the iron putes but Murray did not appear, and 
the stragele was so violent, and the moment so 
eritienl, that sir Arthur himself was only prevented 
from crossing by the earnest representations >of 
those about him, wal the just confidence he had in 
general Till, i 

At this period some cilizens pushed over to Villa 
Nova with several grea. boats, Sherhrooke's people 
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began to cross in large bodies, nnd at the same SAP. 


moment, &. loud shout in the town, and the waving 
of handkerchiefs from all the windows, gave notice 
that the enemy had abandoned the lower part of 
the city: Murray's troops were now seen descending 
the right bank from Avintas, three battalions were 
in the Seminary, und THI, advancing to the enelo- 
sue wall, opened a destructive fire upon the French 
eolumns, as they passed, in haste and confusion; 
by the Vallonga road, Vive picees of French 
artillery came galloping out from the town on the 
loft, but appalled by the terrible line of musketry 
to'be passed, the drivers suddenly pulled up, and 
while thuy hositating, a volley Crom behind stretched 
most of the artillery-men on the ground; the rest 
dispersing amoung the enclosures, left their guns on 
tho road. ‘This volley was piven by a part of 
Sherbrooke's people, who, having forced their way 
through the streets, thus came upon the rear: in 
fine, the passnge was won, and the allies were in 
considerable foree on the Vrench side of the viver, 
To the left, general Sheebrooke,. with the brigade 
of guards, and the 29th regiment, was in the town, 
and prossing the rear of tle enemy, who were quit- 
ting it, In the eontre, pencral Will, holding the 
Sominwy wntl the wall af the cnelosure, with the 
Buf, the A8th, the G6th, the 16th Portuguese, 
and a battalion of detachments, sent a damaging 
fire Into the masses as they passed him, and his 
lino was prolonged on the right, although with a 
considerable interval, by general Marray’s Germans, 
and-two squadrons of the L4th dragoons. The re- 
mainder of the army kept passing the river at dif 
ferent points, wid the artillery, from the height of 
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Ps Iuuitied along the line of retrent. —” th 

100% © . , 

Moy. © If general Murray had then fillen holdly in Upon 
tho disordered crowds, their diseomfiture would, . 
have been complete; but le suffered colunm afte 
column to puss him, without even wt canon shot; 
and seomed fenrful lost they should ton and push 
him into the river, General Charles Stewart ang 
major Tervey, impatient of this tintidily, charged 
with ‘the two squadrons of dragoons, and riding 
over the cnemy's rearguard, as it was pushing 
through a narrow road to gin an open spree 
beyond, unhorsed Laborde and wounded Foy 5. but 
on the English side Uervey lost an arm, and: his 
gallant horsemen, reeciving ne support from Murray, 
had to fiyht their way back with logs. This 
finished the action, the French continued thebe re 
treat, and the British remained on the ground they 
had gained. The latter lost twenty killed, a genoral 
and ninety-five men wounded 5 the Commer had about 
five hundred mon killed andl wounded, and five pices 
of artillery were tnken in the fight; « considerable 
quantity of wmmunition, aud fifty guns (af which 
the carriages hnd been burnt) were afterwards found 
in the arsengl, and severnl Iudred men were caps 
tured in the Tospitals. : 

Napoleon's vetoransy were sa experienced, : 80 
inured to warfare that no troaps inthe world could 
more readily recover Jrom such a surprise, and 
before thoy reached Vallonyw their cohunns were 
again in order, with  rowulur reu-prurd covering 
the retreat; a small gurvison at the mouth of theDours 
which had been eut oil, being guided by some 
friendly Portuguese, also rejoined the army in the: 


HOOK Sarea, still searched ‘the enemy's columns og ‘they ‘! 
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" pight, and Soult, belicving that Loison was at Ama HAP. 
yt, thought he had happily esenped the danger. —— 
“Sp Arthur Wellesley employed the remainder of Mw. 
the 12th, and the next day, in bringing over the 
“earegmnard of the army, the baggage, the stores, 
and the artillery. Murray's Germans indeed pur- 
gued, on the morning of the 18th, but not further 
than ebout to leaynes on the road of Amarante, and 
this delay has been blamed as an crrov in sir Arthur, 
Teds argued that an enemy once surprised: should 
never be allowed to recover, and that Soult should 
have been followed up, even while a single regi- 
ment was left to yrusue, ‘The reasons for halting 
wore, first, that a part of the army was still on the 
left bank of the Dowro ;-—secondly, that the troops 
had outmarehed provisions, huggage, and ammuni- 
tion, avid having passed over ubove cighty miles. of 
diffienlt country in four days, diving three of which 
they were constantly fighting, both men end ani- 
mols required rest; thirdly, that nothing was known 
of Beresford, whose contemporary operations it is 
time. to relate, 
fhe monont of his arrival on the Douro was 
inarkedl by the repulse of Loison’s division, which 
immediately fell hack, as T have alreuly related, to 
Mezamfrio, out Collowed by the Portuguese patroles 
only, for Beresford hulted on the left bank of the 
river, beewnse the British yegiments were: still in 
the rear, ‘his was on the 10th. Silveira, who 
wag. at Villa Real, lind orders to feel towards Me-~ 
yanifrio for the enemy, and the marshal’s force was 
thus, with the axsistinee of the insurgents, in readi- 
neas.to turn Soult from the route of Villa Real to 
Broganga, ‘The 11th Loison continued his retreat, 
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HOOK and Beresford finding him so timid, followedtita “hy 
skimmished with his rear-rrd 5 ut the some tine S24 
Muy. vaire advanced from Villu Real On the 12th, thy My 
Freuch outposts in front of Amarante were driven thi, 
and the 18th Loison abandoned tht town, and took the 
ronte of Gayimarnens. “Phese events were unknown ty 
sir Arthur Wellesley on the evening of the 13th, but 
he heard that Soult, after destroying his artillery: 
and ammunition, near Penafiel, had passed aver the 
mountains towards Braga, and judping this to ave’ 
from Beresford’s operations on the Tamega, he re. 
inforced Murray with some cavalry, ordering him tg. 
proceed by Ponafiel, and if Loison still lingered 
near Amarante, to open a conmmunication with Be! 
resford, ‘The Intter was at the sume time directed: 
to ascend the Tamega, tad intercept the enemy at 
Chaves, . Pat 
Meanwhile, te main body ef the army marebed: 
in tyvo columns upou the Minha, the one by: the: 
route of Barca de ‘Trofli and Braya, the other by 
the Ponte d’Ave and Bacellos ; but, on tie evening: 
of the Mth, the movements of Hie enemy about: 
Braga gave cortain prools that not Valengn and Tuy, - 
but Chaves or Montilegre, would he the point of 
his retreat. Eerenpon, the left colmun was drown 
offrom the Bacellos road and directed upon Braga, : 
and. Boresford was distracted to move by Monterey, 
upon Villa del Rey, if Soult should take the line of. 
Montalepre, The 16th, sir Arthur reached Braga: : 
Murray was at Guimarnens on his right, and Beros-: 
ford, who had anticipated his orders, was near 
Chaves, having sent Silveira towards Salamonde. 
with instructions to oceupy the passes of Rutvacns:! 
and Melgasso. At this time, however, Soult. was 
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an n miles i in advance’ of Braga, having, by a sur “oltay. 

‘prising. effort, oxtricated himsell from ona: of ‘ite ots 
"most, dangerous situutions that a general ever hy. 
cesoapod from; but to understand this, it-is neces- 
“sary to-deseribe the country through which his 
retreat was eflected, 

Thave already stated, that the Sierra de Ca- 
broira. and ber Sierra de Catalina, line the right 
bank of the ‘Tamepa; but, in approaching the 
Douro, the latter slants off towards Oporto, leaving 
arongh but practicnble slip of land, through which 
the road leads from Oporte to Amarante: hence, 
the French in retreating: to the latter town had the 
Douro on their right hand and the Sierra de Cata- 
Jina on their left, bot supposed impassable; and 
although between Aumurante and Braga which is on 
the other side of the Catalina, a route practicable 
forartillery runs through Guimaratns, it was ne- 
cessary to reich Amurante to fall into this road, 
Soult, therefore, as he adyaneed along the narrow 
pass between the mountuins and the Donro, rested 
his hopes af safely entirely upon Loison’s holding 
Amarante; several drys, however, had elapsed since 
thet general hae communicated with the army, and 
anaide-de-camp was sent, on the morning of the 12th, 
toascertain his oxnet position, Colonel Tholosé, the 
officer. omiployed, found Loison nt Amarante, bat 
neither his remoustrances, nor the efter-coming in- 
telligence, that Oporto was evacuated and the army 
in full retreat upon the Tamega, could induee that 
general to remnin there; as we have seen, he 
marched towards Crimaraeus on the 18th, aban- 
doning: the bridge of Anurante, without a blow, 
and leaving his commander and two-thirds of the 
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amy to whut must hive appeared inevitable ile 4 


struction, 





The news of this unexpected calamity reached a 


Soult at one o'eluck on tie moming of the 13th, 
just after he had passed the rapped banks of the’ 
Sousa viver; the werlher was hoisterons, ° the men 
were filigued, voices were herd calling for a epi: 


tulation, and the whole army was stricken with 


dismay ; then i¢ was that the duke of Dalnatia 


justified, by his energy, that fortune which: had 


raised him to his high rank in the world, Boing, 
by w Spanish pedlar, informed of a path, that, movin’ 
ting the right bunk of the Souza, led over the Sieria 
de Catalina to Guimurrens, he, on the insteint, 
silenced the mummers of the treacherous oy font 


# 


in the ranks, destroyed the artilery, wbandoned the 


military chest and Dageage, lowled Che animals with 
sick men and nnsket ammunition, mad repassing 
the Souza, followed his Spanish guide with a haidy 
resolution. ‘The rain was fling: in torrents, ‘and 
the path was such as night be expeeted in those 
wild regions, yet the troops mide grood heit’ pase 
sape aver Ure mowiteing to Paruheiri, and sat: Gate 
maaens, happily fell in with Loison. During the 
nivht they were joined by Lore’s dragoons from 
Braga, and thus, alnost heyoul hope, the whole 
any was concentrated, 

If Soult’s energy in commund was conspieudus 
on this occasion, his sagneity and judgement were 
not less romakably displiyed in what followed. 
Most generals would have moved by the direct 
route upon Chuimaracns to Braga; but he, witha 
long reach of mind, culeuluted from the slackness 
of pursnit after he passed Vatlongu, that the -bulk 
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“ofthe English army must be on the rond to Braga, Har. 
“and would he there hefore him; or that, at best, he 
should: be obliged to retrent fighting, and must May 
seetifice the guns and baggage of Loison’s and 
Lorge’s corps in the faee of me enemy—t cireun- 
stance that might operate fittally on the spirit of his 
soldiers, und would certainly pive opportunities to 

the malcontents; aud alvoudy one of the generals Noble's 
(apparently TLoison) was recommending & convention tho Caltee, ; 
like Cintra, Wherefore, with a firmness worthy 
of the highest admiration, Soult destroyed all the 
guns and the greatest part of the baggage and am- 
munition of Loison’s and Lorge’s divisions 3 then, 
leaving the high rol to Braga on his left, once 
more took to the mountain paths, making for the 
heights of Carvalho d'liste, where he arrived Inte 
inthe evening of the 14th, thus gaining a day's 
nareh, in point of time, ‘The morning of the 15th 
he drow up his troops in the position he had oceu- 
pied. tivo months before, at the battle of Braga, 
and by this spectacle, where twenty thousand men 
were collected upon the theutre of a former victory, 
and disposed xo as to produce the geontest elect, he 
aroused ull the sinking pride of the Fvench soldiers, 
Itwas a happy reach of poucruship, an inspiration 
of real genius 4 

Ie now re-organised his army, trking the com- 
mand af the renr-piiurd himself) and giving that of 
the advanced guard to general Loison. Noble, the 
French historian of this campaign, suys, “ dhe 
whole army was astonished ;° as it it were not wstroke 
of consummate policy, that the ve, which was 
pwsued by the British, should be under the general- 
in-chief, and that the front, whieh was to fight its 
way through the native forces, should have a com- 
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mander whose very name entled up all the revenge. 
ful passions of the Portuese.  Adaneta dared rot 
surrender 2 and thus the duke of Dalmatia. doy. 
terously forced those to net with most cal who wore 
least inclined to serve him; but in soath, such yas 
his perilous situation, that all the rosourees of hig 
mind and ull the energy of his character woie 
needed to save the amy, : 
From Carvalho he retired to Salamonde, trom 
whence there were two lines al retreats the ong 
through Ruivaens and Venda Nova, by which the 
army had marehed when coming from Chaves tivo 
months before; the other, shorter, although more 
impracticable, leading by the Poute Nova and Ponte 
Miserella into the roud ruming [rom Ruivaens to 
Montalegre. But the scouts brought intelligenee ; 
that the bridge of Ruivaens, on the little river, of 
that name, was broken, and defended by twelve 
hundred. Portuguese, with urtillery, and that another 
party had been, since the morning, destroying: the 
Ponte Nova on the Cayade river, ‘The destruction 
of the first bridge blocked the road to Chaves the 
second, if completed, tnd the pussnge well de. 
fended, would have ent the Frenel off from Mon 
tulegra, The night was setting in, the soldies 
were harassed, burefooted, and starving; the umm 
nition was injured by the rain, which had never 
ceased since the 13th, and which was now in- 
ercasing in violenee, necompanied with storms of 
wind; the British army would certainly fall upon 
the rear in the morning; and if the Ponte Nova, 
whore.the puard was reported to he weak, could 
not he secured, the hour of surrender was sure ly 
altived. In this extremity, Soult sent for major 
Dulong, an oflicer justly reputed for one of the 
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nest daving in the French ranks. Addressing him- onAP. 


sélfto this brave mun, he said, “1 have chosen 
git’ from the whole army to seize the Ponte Nova, 
which has beon eut by the enemy. Select a hun- 
drowt prenadiars and twenty-five horsemen,  en- 
deavour to surprise the guards, and secure the 
passage of the bridye. Ff you seceed, say so, but 
send no other report; your silence will seffice.” 
Thus exhortecl and fivoured by the storm Dulong 
reached the bridge unpereeived of the Portuguese, 
killed the centinel before any alarm was given, and 
then, followed by twelve prenadicrs, begin eruwling 
along a narrow slip of masonry, which was the only 
part undestroyed, "The Cavado river was flooded 
and roaring in its deep channel, one of the grena- 
diers fell into the pull) but the noise of the waters 
vas louder than his ery, and Dulane with the 
devon reaching the other side surprised the nearest 
post; the remtaider of his men advanced at the 
same moment close to the bridge, and some crossing 
and others mounting the heights, shouting and 
fring, scared the poor persantry, who imagined the 
whole army was upon them; thus the passage was 
gallantly won, 
~ Atfour o'clock, the bride was repaired and the 
advanced puatds of the French commenced crossing; 
but the colt of mareh waslong, che road narrow 
cand ragped, the troops filed over slowly, and beyond 
“the Ponte Nova there wax a second obstacle still 
more formidable, lor the pass in which the troops 
wore moving hei cut in the side of a mountain, 
open on the left for several miles, at last came upon 
a torrent called the Misarella, which, breaking 
down a deep ravine, or rather gulph, was only to 
he crossed by a bridge constructed with a single 
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lofty arch, called Sedtador, ov the leaper, aid’ go 
narrow that only three persons could pasg abredst, 
Fortmately for the French, the Saltador wag not 
cut, Int entrenched wid defended by. few hhndted 
Portnguese peasts, who occupied the rocks on the 
farther side, and here the poor soldier Dulong again 
saved the army; for, when a first and second 


Operations Lttempe had heen repulsed, he curried the entrench: 


ments by a third effort, und, at the same instait 
fell deeply wounded, ‘The head of the cokimn 
then poured over, and it was ful time, for the 
English guns were thundering in the rear, and the 
Ponte Nova was choked with dead, ‘ 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, quitting: Braga onthe 
morning of the 16th, had come, about four o'clock, 
upon Soult’s rear-puard, which remained at Sale 
monde to coverthe passage of the army over ‘the 
bridges. ‘The right was strongly protected by a 
ravine, the left oeeupied a steep hill, aul w stout 
battle might have been made; ut men thus cir 
cunstanced, wid momentirily expecting ut order 
to retrent, will seldom stand firmly 5 on this occa. 
sion, when some light troops tamed the left, and 
general Sherbrooke, with de guards, mounting 
the steep hill, attacked the front, dhe Prench made 
Dut one discharge, and fled in confusion to the 
Ponte Nova, As this bridge was not on the di- 
rect line of retreat, they were for some. time un 
pereived, and gaining’ ground of their pursuers, 
formed a rear-euard ; yet being at last deseried, 
some puns were brought to bewr on them, and then 
manant horse, crushed together, went over into 
the pulph, and the bridge, und the roeks, and the 
defile beyond were strewed with mangled bodies. 
This was the last calamity inflicted by the sword 
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“upon, the French army in this retreat ; a retrent omar. 


attended by many horrid us well as glorious events; 
for ‘the peusints in their fivy, with an atrocious 
eruclty, tortured and mintilated every sick man and 
shrageler t that Tell into their power, end on the other 
hand, the soldiers, who held toyether in: their turn, 


shot the peasunts, while the tack of the columns 


might be discovered from ular by the smoke of the 


burning houses, 
The French reached Montulegre on the 17th, 


‘boing followed only hy colonel Waters, with some 


cavalry, who picked up a Lew stragplers at Villella. 
Sir Arthur halted that day at Ruivacns, which seems 


‘tohave been an crrer in. principle, because there 


appears no adequate enuse for the delay, but on the 
18th he renewed the pursuit, and a part of his 
cavalry passed Montulegre, followed by the guards; 
the encmy was, however, drawn up behind the Salas 


‘in force, and no notion took place, Silveira, indeed, 
had entered Montilegre, from the side of Chaves, 


before the British came up from Ruivacns ; but 
instead of pursuing, he put his men into quarters ; 
anil & Portuguese ofi¢er of his division, who was 
fleypatehed to nuushal Beresford with orders’ to 


move from Villu Pordriecs upon Villu del Rey, 


loitered on the voud so Tong, that all chance of ine 
tercepling’ Lhe French Jine of march was at an ond ; 
for though Beresford, on the th, sent colonel 
Tolhot with the 14th dragoons as fur us Ginjo, 


Francesehi turned in foreo, and obliged that officer 


to retire, and the pursuit terminated, with the cap- 


ture ofa Cow strageters on the Salas, 


Soult himself crossed the frontier by Allavitz 


son the Pkth, and on the 19th entered Ovense, 


wilhout puns, stores, ammunition, or baggage; his 
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Book men were exhnusted with fatigue and misery; the. 





prentost put without shocs, many without-accoutre. 
ments, and in some instances even without muskets, 
Ile had quitted Ovense seventy-six days before, with: 
bout twenty-two thousand men, und three thousand: 
five hundred had afterwards joined him from. Toy. 
He returned with nineteen thousand five hundred): 
having Jost by the sward wid sickness, by. assagsie. 
nation and enpture, six thousand pood soldiers. of 
which number above tave thousand were taken in 
hospitals,* and. about a thonsand were killed by the: 
Portugiiese, or had died of sickness, previous to ‘the 
retreat; the remainder were captured, or had pe 
rished within tho last eight days. Te had carried: 
fifty-cight pieces of artillery into Portugal, and he 
returned without a gun; yet was his reputation as 
astout and able soldier no wise diminished. Ss 


OBSERVATIONS, ae 
The duke of Dulmativ’s arrangements being con. 
tinually thwarted by the conspirators, his military 
skill cannot be fairly judged of; nevertheless; tho 
errors of the campaign may, without injustico be 
pointed out, leaving to others the tusk of tracing. 
a to. their true sources, 
°—The disposition of the amy, on both sides of 
7 Dow and upon such extended lines, when ‘no 
certain advice of the movements und strength of the: 
English force had bean reueived, was yea It. 
was, doubtless, right, that to clear the front and ito: 
gather information, Franceschi should advance to 
i Vouga; but he remained too long in the same 


* Vine 1800 loft in Vinna and Braga, 
500 including tha wounded tokon in Oporto. 
1900 taken at Chavos, hy Sitvoira, 
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sition, and he should have felt Trant’y force more 9A”. 


positively. Had: the latter officer (whose boldness 
inanaintaining the line of the Vougn was extremely 
geditable) been benten, as he easily might have 
been tho anarchy of the country would have in- 
eased and as Beresford’s troops at Thomar 
wanted. but an exense to disperse, the Portuguese 
gid British preparations must have been preatly 
setarded. 

.9-That Soult, when he had secured, as he 
thought, all the bouts on an unfordable river three 
hundred yards wide, should think himself safe from 
anattack for one day, is not wonderful. The im- 
probability that such wv barrier could be forced in 
half ‘an hour might have rendered Fabius careless ! 
yet there wore some peenliar elrenmstances attend- 
ing the suprise of the French amy which indicate 
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great nepligence. The commanding officer of one Noble's 


Campagne 


regiment reported, us only as six o'clock, that the de Gatice. 


English: were crossing: the river; the report was 
covtainly premature, becnuse no man passed before 
ten o'clock, but it renched Soult, and he sent 
genoval Quosnel, the governar of Oporto, to -verify 
the fact, Queancl stated, on his return, and truly, 
that it was an error, and Soult took no further 
preenution; the putroles were uot increased, no 
staf-oflivers appear to have been employed to watch 
the river, and uo sipmius were established; yet it 
was but three days since D'Argenton’s conspiracy 
had been discovered, and the extent of it was still 
unknowns: ‘This circumstance alone should have 
induced the duke of Dalmatia to augment the num- 
ber of his guards and posts of observation, that the 
multiplicity of the reports might render it impos- 
sible for the malcontents ta deceive hin. The 
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surprise at Oporto must, therefore, be considered 
ay a fault in the general, which could only he 
attoned for by the high resolution und commanding 
energy with which he suved his army in. the. sub. 
sequent retreat. Le ieg. 

3°,-When general Loison slered marshal Bares. 
ford. to drive him rom Pozo de Rayow and Moz. 
frio, he committed a grave military error, and when 
he abandoned Amarante, he relinquished all elain 





‘to military reputation, as a simple stutement of frets 


will prove, The evening of the 12th he. wrote 
to Soult that one regiment had cusily repulsed the 
whole of the cuemy's forces; yet he, although at 
the head of six thousand men, cavalry, infontry, 
and artillery, that night end without another shot: 
being fired, abandoned the only passnge by which, 
as fir as ho knew, the rest of the tumy: could 
escape from its perilous siluntion with honour! 
Tt was not general Loison’s fiult if Fnelend did 
not triumph a second time for the capture of.a 
French marshal. 


MOVEMENTS OF TILE BRUVISU GENERAL 

LIL sir Arthur Wellesley’ operation be looked 
at asa whole, it is impossible to deny his sngacity 
in planning, his decision wid eclerily in execution, 
When he landed at Lisbon, the nation was dismayed 
hy previous defeats, distracted with anarchy, -and 
menneod on two sides by powerful wmies, ong of 
which was alveady in possession of tho second city 
in the kingdom, - In twenty-eight days he -had 
restored public confidence; provided a defence 
against one adversary; and having: marched two 
hundred miles through a rugyed country, and 
forced the passage of a great river—cunsed ‘his 
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‘ther ‘opponent to flue over the frontjer, without 
aitillery oF bagenge. 

9—Such beisyy the resnit, it is necessary to 
show that the success was due, not to the eaprice 
of fortune, but to the talents of the general, that 
he was quick to soe, and nective to strike. And 
frst, ‘the seercey and despateh with which the 
amy was collected on the Vougin belongs entirely to 
the man; for, there were many obstacles to over- 
come, and 1)'Argenton, ax the sequel proved, would, 
by his disclosures, have rufned sir Avthur’s com- 
binations, if the latter had not providently given 
him a false view of alftirs, ‘The subsequent march 
from the Vouga to the Douro was, in itself, no mean 
effort; for it must be recollected, that this rapid 
advance against an eminent commander and a 
weteran army of above twenty thousand men, was 
‘made with a heterogeneous -force, of which only 
‘sixteen thousand men were approved soldiers, the 
yemainder boing totully unformed by discipline, 
untried in battle, and, only three weeks before, ina 
state of open mutiny. 

B—Che passage of the Douro, at Oporto, 
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‘ 
would, at first sight, seem a rsh undertaking ; ' 


when examined closely, i¢ proves to be wn example 
of constnmmie generalship, both in the eoneeption 
and: the excention, ‘The enreless watch maintained 
‘by the French muy, indeed, he culled fortunate, 
because it permitted the Muglish general to get a 
few men over unperceived ; but if was not twenty- 
five, nor twonty-live Inundeed, soldiers that could 
have muintained themselves, if hecdlessly onst- on 
the’ other side, Six Arthur, when he so coolly 


suid— led Chem pass,” was prepared to protect them: 


when they had passed. [He did not give that order 
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BOOK until he knew that Murray lind found boats: ig 
——-— Avintas, to ferry over w considerable number of 


1800, 


troops, and, consequently, that that general, ag: 
seending the Doure, could cover the right flaik gf 
tho Seminary, while the guns planted on the heights 
of Savea could sweep the left flank, and seareltall 
the pround eneloxed by the wall round the building, 
Had only general Mivray's troops pussed, ‘they 
would have been compromised; i€ the whole ainy 
had made the attempt at Avinins, its march would 
have been discovered ; but in the doible pasings 
all was secured; the men in the Seminary by thé 
guns, by the strength of the building, and by 
Murray's troops; the latter by tho snrprise on’ the 
town, Which drew the enemy’s attention aay’ trom 
them, I]enee, it was only necessary to throw'a 
few brave meu into the Seminary unperceived, and 
the suecess was whmoxt certain; because, while 
that building was maintained, the troops in’ the 
act’ of passing could neither be prevented nop 
harmed by the eneny. To nltain great objects’ by 
simple means is the highest ellart af genius | 

4%-TE goueral Murry hud attacked vigorously, 
the ruin of the French army would have ensued, 
Tt wos an opportunity that wonld have tempted 
a blind man to strike; the neglect of it argued 
want of military talent and of militiy hardihood 
and how would it have appeared if Loison had 
not abandoned Amarante? If Soult, effecting his 
retreat in safety, and reaching Zamora or Sula 
manea in good order, had tamed on Chrdad 
Rodrigo, he would have fornd ful oeeupation for 


sit Arthur Wellesley in the north; and he would 


have opened a free communiention with the duke 
of Belluno; the Jatter must then have morched . 


PENINSULAR WAR. 


301 


gither against Seville or Lisbon; and thus the NAR. 


boldness and excellent conduct of the English 
genera, producing no adequate results, would have 
peen overlooked, or, perhaps, have formed a sub- 
ject ‘for the ebuse of some ignorant, declamatory 
writer, : 

Sir Arthur Wellesley’s reasons for halting at 
Oporto the 13th, have been already noticed, but they 
require further remarks, Tad he followed Soult 
headlong, there is no doubt that the latter would have 
been overtaken on tho Sousa river, and destroyed ; 
but this chance, arising from Loison’s wretched 
movements, was not to be forescen, He knew 
nothing of Beresford’s situation, but he naturally 
supposed that, following his instruetions, he was 
about Villa Real ; and that, consequently, the French 
would, from Amarante, cither move hy Villa Pouca 
to Chaves, or taking the road to Guimaraens and 
Braga, make for the Minho; hence, he remained 
where he could command the main roads to that 
river, in order lo intercept Soult’s retreat and fores 
him to a battle; whorens, if he led onee entered 
the defile farmed hy the Dowo and the Sierra do 
Catalina, he could only lave followed his enemy in 
one column by a diftiault route, a process promising 
little advantage, Novertheless, seeing: that he de- 
tached general Murray by that route at Inst, it 
yould appear that le should haye ordered him to 
press the enemy closer than he did; but there a 
Political difeulty occurred, The English cabinet, 
although iimprovident in its preparations, was. very 
fearful of misfortime, und the general dared not 
risk. the safety of «a singlo brigade, except for a 
great object, lest a slight disaster should cause the 
amy to he reeallud, . Chia cireumstance often 
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00K obliged him to curb his naturally enterprising. dig. 
position ; and to this lurthen ol ministerial. inen- 
1000 preity, which he bore even to the battle of Sala’ 
manea, nay be traced that over-eantion which hag 
been so often censnred us nv fault, not only by wills 
A tary writers, but by Napoleon, who, jndging trom’ 
tured Cars pypeAUrIUCes, erroneously supposed it to be a cha. 
+ deneo, M8, ractoristic of the man, and often rebuked his 
generals for not tuking advantage thereok, 
6°-—The marches and encounters, from the 4th 
to the 17th, were excellent on hoth sides. Like 
the wheclings wand bufleting of two vultures in the 
air, the generals contended, the one for sifety, the 
other for triumph ; but there was evidently a failure, 
in the operations of marshal Beresford, Soult did 
not reach Salamonde until the evening of the 16th. 
and his rear-puard was still there on the evening 
of the 16th.” Beresford was in person at Chaves 
on the 16th, and his troops reached that place early 
on the morning of the 17th, Soult passed Monta. 
legre on the 18th, but from Chives to that place is 
only one march, Again, marshal Beresford was in 
possession of Amarante op the 3th, and as. there 
was an excellent map of the province in existence, 
he must have known the importimes of Salamondg, 
which was only thirty-two miles from Amarante, 
and that there wasn road to it through Freixim and 
Refoyos de Basta, and mother through Mondin and 
Cavez, both shorter than that by Guimaraens and 
Chaves, It is true. that Silveira was directed to 
oceupy Ruivaens mid Melgnsso ; Iut he cither dis- 
obeyed or exeouted his orders” too slowly, and 
Misnrella was totally neglected Mujor Warre, an 
officer of the mushal’s stall, endeavoured, indeed, 
to break down the bridges of Ponte Nova and 
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Ruiveens, and it was by his exertions that the OW AR. 


“peasants surprised at the former, had been éol- 
lected; but ho had only « single dragoon with him, 
and was without powder to exeente this important 
task, ‘The peasantry, also glad to be rid of the 
fiench, were vroluctunt to stop their retreat, and 
still move to destroy the bridye of Misarella, which 
was the koy of all the communications, and all the 
great markets of the Entre Minho e Douro, and 
therefore sure to be built up again; in whieh ease 
the people knew well that their Iebour and time 
would be called for without payment, Tt is how- 
ever undoubted that Sout owed his safety, firstly, 
tothe failure, whatever may have been the cause, 
in Beresford’s general operations, and, secondly, to 
the particular failure in breaking down the bridges ; 
and it is probuble, from what he did do, that major 
Warre would have effectually destroyed them if 
he had heen supplied with only the commonest 
means, 

Silveira is acensed of not moving either: in the 
direction ov with the cclerity required of him) by 
Beresford, but thera seems to have been ‘a mis. 
inderstuading between them, and some allowance 
must be made for the numerous mistakes necessarily 
atising in thé transmission of orders by oficers 
speaking diferent languages; and for the difliculty 
of movings trogps not neeustomed, and perhaps not 
perfectly willing to uct together, 
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noe Tie duke of Dulmatin halted at Qrense the 20th, 
and on the 21st put his troops in motion poy 
My. Lugo, to suecour general Fournier, of the Gth corps, 
— who, with three battalions of intiumtry and a yogis 
gmat of drugoous, wr alent hy vali ot fit 
con thousand Spuniards, uuder the command of 
general Mahi, But to explain this it is necessary 
to resume the account of Rome's operations; after 
his defeat at Monterey on the Gth of March, 
Having reassembled the fugitives ut Puebla qe 
Senabria, on the borders of Leon, he repaired his 
losses hy fregh levies, und was soon aller joined by 
three thousand men. from Castile, and thus, une 
known to Ney, he had, as it were, gained there 
of the sixth corps, Villu Mrmen del Bierzo was, at 
this time, only occupied by two weak Treneh. bat. 
talions, and as their nearest support was at Lugo, 
Romane resolved to surprise them. Dividing hig 
forecs, he sent Mendizabel with ono division: by 
the valley of the Syl to take them in’ rear, and 
marched himself by the route of Crlerbellos 3 iy 
this manner he surrounded the Mrench, who, after. 
short skirmish, in whieh the Sponiurds lost. about 
a hundred men, surrendered, and were. sent into 
the Asturias, 4 
Romana then detached a part ol his forces to 
Orense and Ponte Vedra, to agsist Morillo and the 
insurrection in the western parts of Gallicia, where, 
with the aid of the English ships of war, and not-, 
withstanding the shameful neglect of the supreme 
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central junta, the patriots were proccedingvigarously. 
The moveable columns of the sixth corps daily lost 
anumber of men, some in open battle, and « still 
greater number by assassinations; these last were 
however vigorously visited upon the districts where 
they took place, and thus, in Galicia, as in every 
ather part of Spain, the war hourly assumed a more 
honid character. Referring to this period, colonel 
Baiios afterwards told Mr, Frere that to repress the 
excesses of marshal Ney’s troops, he, himself, had, 
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‘a cold blood, caused seven Inudyed Treneh pri- Pmt Pas 
i ? ] 


soners to be drowned in the Minho! an avowal 
yecorded hy Mr. Frere, without animadversion, but 
which, happily for the ewuse of Iumanity, there is 
good renson to believe was as fuse as it would, if 
“rine, have beet dotestable, 

After the capture of Vigo, the Spanish foree on 
the coast inercasad rapidly, Bavios departed for 
Seville, Martin Carrera assiuncd the command of 
the troops near Orense, and the Conde Norojia of 
thése new Vigo; peneral Maneune retumed to 
St, Jago from Tuy, nnd Ney, apprized of the loss 
at Villa Franca, advanced to Tayo. Romana im- 
mediately abandoned Gallicia, und, entering the 
Asturias by the pass of Cionfuoges, marched along 
tho line of thé Gallician frontier, until he reached 
Navia de Suarna, where he left Mahi, with the amy, 
to observe Ney, but repaired, himself, to Oviedo, 
to redress the crying wrongs of the Asturians, 

Itis unnecessary to recapitulate tho. evil doings 
of'the Asturian junta, which was notoriously cor- 
tpt and incapable; Romana, after a short inqniry, 
dismissed the members in’ yirtiic of his supreme 
authority, and appointed new men; but this act of 
Justice gave prent offence fo Joyellanos and others. 
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Tt appeared too close an approximation to Cuesin’s 


——-= manner, in Leon, the year before, and as the central 
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govermnent, always selfish itl jealous, abhoned 
any indication of vigour or probity in a Scueral, 
Romana was soon afterwards deprived of his com, 
mand. Meanwhile he was resolutely reforming 
abuses, when his proceedings were stuldenly arrested 
by an unexpected event, ; 

As soo as Ney understood that the Spanish 
wmy was posted on the Gullician side of the 
Asturian fronticr; and that Romana was likely. to 
excite the energy of the Asturiun people; he plamed 
acombined movement, to surround and destroy, sot 
only Romana and his wmy, but also the Asturign 
troops, which then amounted to wbout fifteen, thou. 
sand men, including the partide of Porlier, com 
monly. culled jhe Marquisetto, This Loree, com. 
manded by general Ballastcros and genoral Vorster, 
oceupicd Infiesta, on the castern side of Oviedo; 
and Castropol on the coast. Ney, with the consent 
of Joseph, ranged that Kellerman, who was. at 
Astorpa, with six puns and eight thousand seven 
hundred amen, eoinposed of detachments, drawn 
together from the dillerent corps, should penetrate 
the Asturins from the south cast by the pass.of 
Pajares; that Bonnet, who always rémained at the 
town of St. Andero, should break in, from the north 
cast, by the coast road; and that the sixth corps 
should make an inuption hy the Concajo de Thas,.a 
short but dificult route leading directly from Lugo, 

When the period for these combined movements 


was determined, Ney, appointing general Mar. 


chand to command in Galician during his. own 
absence, left three battalions under Maucune.at 8 
Jago, three others in purrison at Corafia under 
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enoral D’Armapmie, one at Ferrol, and three with GA? 


pregiment. of cavalry under Pournier at Lago. 
then mavehed himself, with twelve battalions of in- 
fintry and three regiments of cavalry, against Mahi, 
andthe latter immediately abandoned his position 
atNavia de Suarna, wud drawing off by his left, 
without giving notice to Romana, returned to 
Gallicia and again entered the valley of the Syl. 
Noy: either thinking that the greatest force was 
near Oviedo, or that it was more important to 
éapture Romana than to disperse Mahi’s troops, con- 
tinued his route by the valley of the Nareca; and 
with such diligence that he reached Corncllana and 
Grado,'one march from Oviedo, before Romana 
knew of his approach. The Spanish general, thus 
suprised, made a feeble and frnidess endeavour 
tocheek the French at the bridge ofPeiiallor, after 
which, sending’ the single regiment he had with 
chim: to Infiesta, he embarked on board an English 
vessel at Gtihon, und so escaped. 

Tho 18th, Ney entered Oviedo, where he was 
joined by Kellerinan, und the noxt day pursued 
Romana to Gihony Bonnet, likewise, executed his 
per, but somewhat later, and this Vorster, being 
molested hy Ney, hud time to collect his corps 
on thé coast. *Menuwhile Bullasteros, finding that 
Bonnet:had passed between him and Vorster, boldly 
marched upon St. Andero and retook it, making 
the garrison and sigk mon Gn all eleven hundred) 
piisoners: the Amelia and Stativa, British frigates, 
avtived off the harbour at the same moment, and 
ehptured three French corvettes and two luggers, 
on board of which some stafl-oficers were endoa- 
Vouring ta eseape, 

Bonnet, however, follawed hard upon: Bullaste- 
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ros, and, the 11th of dine, routed him. so come 


---— pletely that he, also, was foreed to save himself oy 


Muy. 


board wn English vessel, and the French recovered 
all the prisoners, and, mnongst them, tho mon takey 
at Villa Franca, hy Romana. But, before this, Ney, 
aneasy for his posts in Galicia, had retuned to 
Corufia by the coast-road throagh Castropol, ‘and 
Kellerman, after several trifling skirmishes ith 
Vorster, had alse retired to Valladolid. ‘This expe 
dition proved that Asturian was not calculated for 
defence, though, with the aid of Enplish ships; it 
might become extremely troublesome to the Pronk, 

While Ney was in Asturian, Currera, advancing 
from the sido of Orense, appeared in. front.of 
St. Jago di Compostella wt the moment that colond 
D’Esmenard, « stefl-ollicer sent by the marshal ty 
give notice of his return to Coruiia, arrived with ai 
escort of dragoons in Maueune’s camp, This escort 
was magnified by the Spaniards into a reinforee. 
ment of eivht mdred men; but Carrera, who hed 
been joined hy Morillo, commanded cight thousand, 


“and, on the 23d, having attacked Maueung, aten 
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place called * Campo de dastrella,” totally defeated 
him, with a loss of six hired men -and several 
gins. The Spnniards did not pursue, andthe 
Trench retreated in contusion to Goruiing Nor was 
this the only check suffered by the 6th corps, for 
Mahi, having united a great body of peasants: to 
his army, drove back Fournier's outposts, and 
closely invested him in Lugo on the 19th, - 

Such was the stuto of allies in Gullicia when 
Soult arrived at Orense; nnd as the inhabitants of 
that town, from whom he yot intelligence of these 
events, rather exaggerated the stiecess of their 


evetion® countrymen, the French marshal immediately sent 
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forward an advanced guard of his stoutest men to” CHAP. 


yelisve Lugo, and followed himself, by the route of 





; 1909, 
Monforte, with us much speed as the exhausted May, 


sinto of his troops would permit. The 22d, he 
yeached Ghutin, ant, ihe same day, his van being 
deseried on the mountains above Lugo, Mahi broke 
-ap-his camp, and fell back to Mondencdo. 

The 23d, Soult entered Lugo, where he heard of 
the emperor's first successes in Austria, and, with 
yenewed enerpy, propared for fresh exertions him- 
solf.; The 80th, he was joined by Ney, who, un- 
formed of Mahi’s position at Mondenedo, had 
missed a favourable opportunity of revenging the 
lossat St. Jago. Meanwhile Romana, disembarking 
at Ribadeo, joined Mahi at Mondenedo, and imme- 
diately marched elong the line of the Asturian 
fronticr, wntil he arrived at the gourees of the 
Neyra; then, crossing the royal road, a little above 
Lugo, plunged, onee more, into the valley of the 
Syl; and, having: gained Orense, the 6th of June, 
opened & communication with Carrera at St, Jago, 
and with the iusurgents at Vigo. This movement 
of-Romann’s was able, energetic, and worthy of 
every praise, : 
‘In pursuance of wn order from the emperor, Soult 
now: sont eleven Tnmilrod) men, composed . of 
dismounted dragoons and skeletons of - cavalry 
regiments, to France; aud, having partially re- 
stored the artillery wad equipments. of the second 
corps, from the arsenals of Corafia and Ferrol, he, 
‘im concert with the duke of Wichingen, arranged 
‘afresh plan for the destruction of Romana ; in 
the exceution it failed, as shall be hereafter 
noticed, bub at present, it is necessary to return to 
the campaign south of the Tags. 
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ROOK, 
wets VICTOR'S OPERATIONS, F 
, 100% . ; : ee ‘ 
May. ~ After the abortive effort to gain Budujos, theduke 


ol’ Belluno, in obedience to the king's orders, pto- 
Somett's coeded to recover Alewntara, Tis venr was’ sil 
Operations within two marches of Merida when the head ‘of 

his columns, under Lapisse, driving back some cavalry 

posts, entered the town of Alcantara, and theiext 
day attempted the passage of the bridge.’ The 

Portuguese foree consisted af twa thousand infin. 

try, fifty cavalry, and six guns, and some ‘works 

of defence were constructed on the right! bank 
of the river, but on the 14th of Moy, Lapisse, 
lining the rocks on the left bank, skirmished: so 
sharply that the militia regimont af Tdenha gave 

way. Coloncl Mayne then sprung a mine, yet the 
explosion dis Jittle injury to the bridge, and’ the 

French made good tho passage ; the Portuguese, 

who had suffered considerably, retired to the Puents 

de Segura, and Lapisse immediately sent patroles 
towards Castello Branco, Salvatiorra, and  Idatihe 

Nova. — : 

Intelligence of this attnek having: roached ‘goné- 
ral Mackenzie, he directed preparations to be made 
foy destroying the boat-bridge at Abrantes, and 
marched, in person, by Cortignda to Sobreira For 
most; which movement, aided by a rumour that 

Soult had retreated from Oporto, wflorded an exouse 

to Victor for again abandoning Alcantara, andre. 

suming his former camp. During his absence, 

Cuesta, true to the promise he had given, attacked 

the fort of Merida, but, on the return of the French 

advanced puard, reerossed the Cuadiana, and ‘fell 
back to Zafin, having first ravaged all the: flat 
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county, and obliged the inhabitants to withdraw onan. 


into the mounteins, 


Some time before this, king Joseph had reecived Muy. 


a despatch f yom the French minister of war, giving 
notice that reinforcements had sailed from England, 
qnd worning’ him to lose no time in marching uguinst® 
Lisbon, to erente a useful diversion in fayow of 
Soult,. Ltmight be supposed that the original plan 
of: the emperor would then have been acted upon, 
and. this was the first thought of Joseph himself; 
but other circumstances created doubt and hesite- 
tion in his coune ils, and, finally, indueed him to 
abandon all thoughts of Portugal. . It appears 
when Napoleon returned to Paris, he imagined that 
hostilities with Austria, although certain, would 
not, break out so suddenly, but that he should 
have time to organise a suflicient amy in Germany, 
without drawing his veterm troops’ from Spain ; 
hence, he still loft the imperial guards at Vittoria, 
and sending’ the prinec of Neufehatel to command 
the troops on the Danube, he himself remained at 
Paris, to superintend the preparations for opening 
the campaign, ‘The Austrians wore, however, not 
inattentive observers of the perfidy which aecom- 
panied the invasion of Spain, and, aptly taking the 
hint, attacked the French outposts and published 
their own declaration of war at the same moment. 
Berthier, incapable of acting a principal part, was 
surprised, aud made a succession of false move- 
ments that would have been fatal to the Fronch 
amy, if the emperor, jounoying day and night, 
chad not arvived at the very howe when his lientenant 
yas on the point of consummating the ruin of the 
amy. Then, indeed, was scons the supernatural 
foree of Napolcon’s penius: in a few hours he 
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vate changed the aapeel t of allitirs, and in a fow days, 
egg, 7 ure theiv immense nianher, his enemies, bale 
May. and flying in wll directions, proc laimedt hig Mastery in 

anart which, up to tht moment, was imperfect ; 
for never, sinee troops first trod a ficld of bait, 
Swas such a display of military skill made by man, 
But previons to these successes, so threatening 
had boon the aspect of afiivs in Germany, that the 
imperial urds had been recalled from Vittoria, 
and hurried to the Damthe; the great reserve sof 
infantry was, as we have seen, alruck off the rolls 
of the army in Spain, and the skeletons of the 
fourth squadrons of overy cavalry yeriment i were: 
ordered to retin to their depdts in France; even, 
the fifth corps, under Mortioy, then on. its. we ay: 
to Valladolid from Garngozn, waa directed to hal: 
and hold itself! in yveadiness fo march for Gere 
mony, ‘Thus, while Vietor was reluctant to moye, 
while Noy was demanding more troaps to preserve: 
Galli¢ia, and while the fate of tho second, corps: 
was unknown, the wheal army was uelually dim: 
nished hy forty thousand men, end fifteen thonsand , 
more were paralysed with reyurd to offensive ale 
tions, 

* ‘These things had rendered Joseph timid. Mae 
dvid, itwes argued in his couneils, was of more 
consequence than Lisbon; Soult might be already: 
at the latter place; or, if not, he might extricate 
himself from his diflieullies, for the eapitil: of 
Spain must be covered. tr parsitance of “this 
rensoning, Sebastiani was forbidden any forward 
movement; and the duke of Belluno, whose amy 
was daily wasting with the Griulinin fever, took 
a position at Torre-Mochu, wt ecutrel poiut between 
Truxillo, Merida, and Alcantara, — Elis cavalry 
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ats watched ‘all the passages over the Gnadiana ouar, 
and the Tagua; and his communications with Ma-— 
dd, between the Tietar and the ‘Tagus, were pro- Me 
tected by twelve hundred men, detached for that Somoléts 
purpose by the king. Oporations 
‘But one timid measure in war penerally produces 
another, The neighbourhood of the English force 
at Castel Branco increased the energy of the Spanish 
insurgents, who infested the valley of the Togas, 
and communicated secretly with those of the Sierra 
dé Guadalupe; henee, Victor, alarmed for his bridge 
atAlmaraz, sent a division there the 22d, and, as 
from that period until the 10th of June, he remained 
quiet, his campaign, which had opened so_ bril- 
liantly, was anmuulled. ~ Te had neither ‘assisted 
Soult, nor crushed Cuesta, nor taken Badajos, nor 
Seville; yet he had wasted and lost, by sickness, more 
mei than would have sufficed to reduce both Lishon 
and: Seville; meanwhile the Spaniards were daily 
recovering strength and confidence, and sir Arthur 
Wellesley, after defeating Soult, had full leisure to 
return to the Tupus, and to combine his future 
operations with the Spanish avmies in the south. 

Information that Lapisse had forced the bridge 
of Alennturn reached the English general on the 
night-of the 17th, ‘That part of the army which 
was still behind Salamonde received immediate 
orders to retrace their steps to Oporto; and when 
the rotreat of Soult by Orense was ascertained, 
the remainder vf the troops, including three Por- 
tuguesc brigades under Beresford, followed the 
sume route, Colonel ‘rant was appointed military 
governor of Oporto, and it was thought sufficient 
toleave Silveira with some regular battalions and 
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00K militia to defend the northern provinces, for Soule, 
Tao” ty Was considered: a crippled force, which could 
Jue. not for a long time appear apain in- the field; 9 
conclusion drawn, as we shall see, from false data, 
and without due allowanee beings made fap: “te 
energy of that chief 
As the army proceeded southward, the nainoy 
scope of Lapisse’s movements was aseertained ; 
Colonel Mayne was directed pain to toke post sf 
Alcantara, and ts a reinforcement of five thousand 
men had landed at Lisbon, the rapidity of the 
march slackencd, Passing by casy journeys through 
Coimbra, Thomar, and Punhete, the troops reached 
Alnantes the 7th of June, and encamped on the 
loft bank of the ‘Tagus, but there was sickness anid 
a-preat mortality in the rmoks, wt 
From the mgment of his arrival in Portugal, si ‘sit 
Arthur Wellesley had looked to the defeat of Victor 
sir A.welea8 the principal, and the operation aginst Soult 


t 
Gorgenow a8 the sceondary, object of the cuunpiipn ; and the 


inne Pr English government, acc soinyy to lis views, ‘now 
ae ta “gave him a diseretionuy power to enter the nearest 
province of Spain, if Portagul should uot: thereby 
he endangered.” In his correspondence with the juata 
and with Cuesta, he had therefore strongly iuyed the 
necessity of avoiding uny serious collision with the 
enemy until the British troops contd vet in concert 
with the Spanish armics, and this advice, approved 
of by the junta, was attended to by Cuesta,: inso- 
much that he did not seck a battle; Int he exposed 
his advanced posts, as if in derision of the counsel, 
and, disdainfil of the Muglish general's abilities, 
expressed his belief that the latter had no desire to 
act heartily; “beenuse,” suid he, * the system: of 
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tho British appears to be never to expose their CHAP. 


troops owing to which, ‘they never gain. decisive 
actions by Jand.” 

Cuesta’s knowledge of the cnemy’s strength and 
pasitions was always inreeurate, and Iris judgement. 
fhise; hence he himself not only never gained any” 
decisive action, but lost every army entrusted to his 
command. Ee was now discontented with the move- 


smentagninst Soult; asserting that the French hold of 


Gallicia would only be strengthened thereby, unless 
thet favourite folly of all Spanish generals were adopt- 
edynamely, surrounding the onemy, withoutregarding 
whother the troops to be surrounded were more or 
Jesg- numerous than the sturounders, Sir Arthur 


Wellesley, however, allirmed that if Soult were 


frst driven over the Minho, a combined attack 
afterwards made upon Victor woykl permanently 
deliver Gallicia; and this plan being followed, 
Gollicia was abandoned by the French, and they 
never returned to that provinces! 

When the Buplish army was again freo to act, 
Cheste was importunite thit'a joint offensive opera. 
tion against Vielor should be undertaken, yet, 
obstinatoly attuehed to his own opinions, he insisted 
upon ‘tracing’ the whole ‘plun of eampaign. THis 
viows were Towever so opposed to all sound mili- 
tary principles, that sir Arthur, although anxious to 


‘conciliate his humowy, could: scarcely concede the 


smallest.point, lest a vital entastrophe should follow. 


Valuublo time was thus lost in idle discussions 


which might have been employed in useful action, 
seeing that the return of the British army from the 
Douro had falsified Vietor’s position at 'Torremocha. 
That marshal, as lute as the 10th of June, had only 
one division guarding the bridge of Almaraz, and it 
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Woax was dificult for him to uacertiin the movements on. 


~——— sir Arthur Wellesley, covered, as they were, by 
sine, the Tugzus, the insurgents, and Mnekensic’s corps 
of observation: hence, hy rapid marches, it was 
possible for the Bnglish general, while Victor weg 
‘still at ‘forremochn, to reach the valley of thg 
Tagus, and cutting tho first corps ofl trom Madu, 
Homelé's | to. place it between two fires, ‘Phis did not escape 
Operations the penetration of cither commander ; but sir-Arthys 
was foreed to renounce the altompt, partly becaugg 
of the siek and durnssed condition of lis troops;'the 
want of shoes and money, und the difficulty: of 
Avenisg getting supplicas but chielly that Cuesta’ anny 
“was seattered over the open country, between the 
defiles of Monasterio and the Gaadinna, and, ag he 

Putine — vofused to concentrate or retire, Vielor might have © 
Pye marched against and crushed him, and yet found 
timo to meet the British on the Tietor, . Harlyin 
June, however, three brigades were directed upon 
Castello Branco, and the duke of Belluno, imme 
diately taking the nfarm, and being also assured, 
by despatches from Madrid, of ‘Soult’s retreat; 
resolved to reevoss tha Tupus; but, previous:.to 
commencing (his movement, he resolved to secur 
his (lank, hy causing dhe bridge of Alauntara to be 
destroyed, . aa 
Colonel Mayne, as T have wreuly observed, lind 
been-again ontrusted with that post, and unfor- 
tunately, his first orders to blow ap the bridge if 
the enemy advaneed, were not rescinded, although 
the return of the army from the north rendered such 
a proceeding unecessary, Neither did Mayne keep 
his instructions secret, wud Vietor leaving of them, 
sent adetaclunent to the bridge with no other view 
than lo induce its destruction, He suceceded. That 
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e. monument of ‘Trojan's penius was ruined! CHAP. 
no B in 


Yet such is the nature of war thal; not long’ after- 
wards, both armies found its full injurious to their 
interests, and, as w matter of taste and of military 


advantage, sighed alike over the broken arches of 


Alcantara 

Having completed this operation, Victor passed 
the Tagus, at Almaraz, on the 10th, without being 
molested by Cuesta, and, removing his boat-bridye, 
proceeded to take post at Plasencia, Meanwhile 


Beresford retuned to the defence of the northern. 


provinces of Portugal, which Soult was ogain 
menacing; for, during the forced inuctivity of the 
British, at Abrantes, the cause of which IT shall 
explain in another place, changes in the relative 
positions of the hostile armies were taking: place ; 
and it is important that these changes should he 
well. understood, beeunse on them the fate of the 
succeeding cimpaipn hinged. : 
When Ney and Soult met at Lugo, they, although 
still.on bad terms, agreed, alter some discussion, 
that the first. should march from Coruiia, by the 
route of St. Jago and Vigo, against Carrera and-the 
Conde de Noroitw; and that the second, entering 
the valley of the Syl, should attack Romana, and. 
drive him upon Orense, at whieh place, it was ex- 
pected, that Ney, after taking or blocking Vigo, 
. would be able to rench him, and thus the whole 
foree-of Gallicia be erushed at once, Soult. was 
then to menace the Tras os Montes, by the side of 
Broyanga, with the view of obliging sir Arthur 
Wellesley to vemain in that province, while the 
second corps opened a direct communication with 
Madrid and with the first corps. This being’ ar- 
renged, Ney returned to Corudias and, on the Ist of 
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noox. Juno, tivo divisions: of iufiuntry und A brigndorot 
be dragoons, of the second edrpy, murched upon Mom 
ed forte; they were follawed, tha next day, by tivo 
other divisions of infimtry, wl, at the game time, 
Franceschi, who way on the Veraira river, SUD 
ported hy Ta Houssuye's diiygoons, wes Cirected 

after scouring the roul lo Ste Jago, to fall down the 

right bank of the Tumbugn, towards Orense,) 3 
Hyom the 2d to the Oth, the main body halted g¢ 
Moulorte, to get up stores from Lugo, and to scour 

the country on the flimka, for Rommna, in his pas. 

seve, had again raised the peasantry of -all the 
valleys. - Loison was then sent with a division tothe 

Val des Orres, having orders: to feign a movement 
towards Villa Franen and Puente Porrada, as-if for 

the purpose of meeting a French eglumn in ‘that 
_divection, Tho LOtt, he passed, the Syl, and took. 

Journ of post at the Puente de Ribey, and the 12th, Fron 
mss, cuschi, reinforced with uiivision of infuntry, arrived 
at Monto Furnda also on the Syl, and, sont a 
detachment to Laroneo, fo connect his division-with 
Loison’s, The remuinder of the infantry followed 

this movement, and detuebments were sent up tho 
course of the Syl, and towardy Duneos, on the road: 

fyom Villa Mranen to Luge,  Loison then foveed the 
passage of the Puente de Bihey, uid drove: the 

_ insurgents to Pucbla de Tribes, ‘The French ‘army 
thus elcared all the valleys opening an the course 

of the Upper Minha, and Romana was confined: to 

the lower part of that river, : 

Tho 13th, Francesehi, aseending the valley of 

the Biboy, took post at Bollo and the bridge of the 
Hermitage, and pushed Ins patrales to Gudina 

and Monterey on one side; and into the Sierra: de 
Porto on the other, as far as the sources of the 
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Bibey, with a view to ascertain the exact direction on 


yhich Romana would “take to avoid Loison’s 


319 


AP, 





00, 
column; and to prevent the Spanish general from June. 


passing the left of the French army, and gaining 
the Asturias by the route of Puebla de Senabyia, 
These precautions occupied the duke of Dalmatia 
till the 19th, when, being assured that Romana had 
fallen back to Monterey, he judged that he would 
attempt the same march towards Puebla de Sena- 
briay by which he had escaped alter the action in 
the month of Murch; the French imy was there- 
fore directed up the valley of the Bibey, upon 
Viana, where there was a bridge, and where many 
ofthe mountain roads united. The same day Tran- 
ceschi fell in with the head of Ronmiana’s army, and 
repulsed it; and the evening of the 20th the whole 
of the French troops were concentrated near Viana, 
intending to give battle to the Spaniards the next 
morning; but the latter retreated _precipitately 
during tho night, und many of the mon dispersed.’ 

~ Soult continued his moyement by ‘the left until 
he reached the prent road running from Castile to 
Orense, and from thence, having seut Hendelet’s 
division to Villu Vieja to dhveaten the Tras os Montes 
fronticr, and Mermet's division and Lorge’s dragoons 
towards La Ganda to observe the road of Puebla de 
Senabria, he marched himself, with an advanced 
guard, to Ln Gudina, leaving Laborde and La Hous- 
saye in reserve between Gudina and Villa. Vioja. 
These divers movemonts, through the rugged passes 
of Gallicia, lek to x variety of slight skirmishes, 
the most important of which took place nt the Puente 
de Bibey, a place of such prodigious strength that 
itis searecly conecivable how men, with arms, could 
be brought to abandon such a post. 
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Romane’s situation was now newly hopclesg; bit 


—-—— he was suved by a misunderstanding: between. the 


1809, 
Juno. 


Vrench muvhuls, It wppews that Noy, having 
muirehed from Corufia, entered St. Jago with about 
ten thousand men, and Carrera fell back upon Ponig 
Vedra; the Conde de Novofia joined him there with 
sone fresh troops, ancl assuming the command, cot 
tinued the relent to the Oetnvom river: behing 
which he took post; phicing his main body: at’ the 
bridge of San Payo, dud sending detachments! 
guard some secondary points, On the 7th of Tune; 
the French came up. The Spaniards had thiresn 
thousand men, two eizhteon-pounders, and: ning 
field pieces ; of the troops only seven thousand 
were armed, but the whole of the artillery: was ty 
position to defond the passage at San Payo, and 
the bridge being cut, was overlooked by a battery of 
two cightcen-pounders. ‘Three thousand men were | 
in reserve at Redondela; and, at Vivo, about: sixty, 
stragplers, from sir John Moore's army wove landed, 
and, in conjunction with a detachment of seamen 
and marines, occupied the forts, Some Spanish 
gun-hoats, ono of which wus manned by English 
seamen, under eaptrin Winter, uso proceeited uy 
tho river to the bridge of Ban Paya, iy 
During the 7th,  desultory and useless” fire 
took place on both sides, and on the 8th, the 
French were repulsed in two feeble attempts to 
force u passage at Sian Payo aud at Soto Mayor; 
the loss on cither side being about a hundred 
men. These attacks were merely to keep the Spa- 
nierds employed until the reports of the officers, 
sont, by Ney to ascertain the sitnation: and projects 
of Soult’s army, were received, but, in the evening’ 
of the 8th, those oflicers retuned with information,’ , 
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obtained from the peasants, that the second corps CHA?. 


cen 1h 
yog retreating upon Castile, T have been assured 


by: persons, then on murshel Noy’s stall, that he, say. 
amazed at these tidings, rashly concluded thet 
Soult, swayed by personal feclings, wished to 
éndanger the sixth corps ; hence filled with indigna- 
tion, he immedintoly retired to Corufia, while Soult, 
onthe other hand, viewed this retreat as a breach ’ 
of their engagements, and an underhand: policy to 
oblige him to remain in Gallicin,. Certain it is that 
by these cbullitions of temper, both Romana and 
Norofia were saved ; for there was nothing to pre- 
vent Ney from sending a column against Orenso, 
while he himself kept in check Norofia, on the 
Octavem; and, however spirited the conduct of the 
Spaniards was at San Payo, it would bo: ridiculous 
‘to imagine that ten thousand of the best soldiers of 
France, Jed by an officer so quick and resolute as 
Ney, could have been resisted by en equal number 
of raw troops and peasants, one-third of whom 
were without arms, But the history of the quarrel 
between these marshals is involved in mystery, the 
dearing of which must be left to those who shall 
write the memoirs of the men: for the purposes 
ofthis history it ix suflieiont to know that there 
was ill-blood, und that therein the Gallicians found 
safety. : 

Soult, informed of Noy's retreat and of sir Arthur 
Wollesley’s arrival on the Tayus, ccased to pursue 
Romana, and marched to Zamora, where his sick 
had been before sent, and where his brother, peneral 
Soult, had concueted three or four thousand strag- 
glers and convalescenta, Ifere, also, he requested 
the.king to send the artillery and stores necessary 
to re-equip the second corps; and here he proposed 
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HOOK to pive his harassed! (roopa somo rest, for they hi Be 
now heen for eight months incessintly marching: 
nly, und fighting, and men and oflieers were alike dj 
pirited by the privations they had endured, ‘and 
by the terrible nature of a war in whiel: the-most 

horrid seenes were daily enucted, ek 
To put the king in possession of his views, Soult 
gent general Franceschi to Madrid; Int this ede. 
brated ofliver, refusing an escort, fell into the: hands 

a, of the Capuchina, Being transferred to Seville 
pa ot the central jinn, with inliunous cruelty, treated 
M38 him ag it he had heen a eriminel instead of a brave 
soldier, nnd confined tim in a dungcon wt Carthagens, 
The citizens there, ashamed of their government, 
endeavoured to elleet his exenpe3 liut he perished 
in confinement, at the moniwnt when his liberation 
was cortain, When his young wife, « daughter of 
count Mathion Dumas, leur of his fate, she refused 
all nourishment, wnd, ina lew days, hy her death, 
added one more to the thousand instances of the 
strength af woman's allections, fe 

The 26th of June, Soult renched Puebla do Sone 
bria. 

The asth, he marched to Mombuey, te 

The 20th and Both, he evossed the Fsla, by. the 
bridges of Sau Pelayo mud Castro Gonzales. 

Tho 2d of Jady, he entered Zamora, having pre 
viously rejected n proposition of Ney’s, that the two 
corps should jointly maintain Guillicia, a rejection 
which induced the duke of Mlchingen to evacuate 
that provinee. ; 

To weet this, Ney formed a enmp near Betanzos; 
and, on the 22d of July, witherew: his: gurrisons 
from Corufia and Fercol, having previously destroyed, 
all the stores and tuscuals inl disubled the land 

















PENINSULA WAR. 











+ Boglish squadron, olf Coruiia, secing the hostile 





attitude maintained by the inhabitants, landed his ° 


geamen on the 24th, and spiked the puns on the 
soa-linie; und, in like manney, compelled a Spanish 
garrison, loft hy Ney in the forts of Ferrol, to 
guvender on the 26th. The marshal; however, 
marched, unmolested, by the high road to Astorga, 
where he arrived on the 80th, having brought off 
al his own sick and those of the second corps also, 

who had been left in Lugo. Thus Gallicia was 
finally delivered, 

This important event has been erroncously attri- 
buted to the exertions of the Spaniards. Those ex- 
ertions were creditable to Lhe Gallicians, although 
‘the most. powerful motive of action was to protect 
their personal property; and when the French 
withdrew, this same motive led them to repair their 
losses by resisting the payment of tithes and rents, 
a compensation by no means relished by the pro- 
prictora or the church. But it is cortuin that their 
efforts were only secondary eauses in themselves, 
and chiefly supported by the aid of England, whose 
ships, and arms, and stores were constantly on the 
coast, Low cun the operations of the Spaniards be 
said to have driven the sixth corps from Galicia, 
when Ney. retained every important post in. that 
province to the last; when singlo divisions of his 
army, at two different periods, traversed the coun- 
try, from Corufia to Tuy, without let or hindrance ; 
and when the Spaniards could not prevent him from 
overrunning the Asturias without losing his hold of 
Galicia? It is tue, Soult, writing to Joseph, 
affirmed that the Gallicians would wear out the 
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“defences.. Nevertholess, his influence: was still so oitary 
“powerful that captain Hotham, commanding the ——... 
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OOK strongest army ; that is, if a wrong syalomavhy 
——---= ursued by the French; but he pointed -out the: 
ane, right method of subduing then, namely, ty pus 
See ie van ae 
apnclan cain, ] ee Lee ‘thle columns 
1a Fy could overrun the country; and this, he ostimated, 
would only require filly thousand pounds -and-siy: 
weeks’ lubour, Lt is plata the real causes of the 
deliverance were ~-the quarrels botween the’ may. 

shuls, which saved Romuna and Norofia from don 
struction; and the movements of sir Arthur Wele 

lesley on the Tugus; for, in an intercepted Lette 

from Soult to Joseph, that marshal oxpressly assigns 

the danger hanging over Madvid and the first corps 

a8 the reason of his refusing to remain in Gallic, 

Now, although Soul's views were undoubtedly: 

just, and his march provident, the latter Necessarily 

drew after it the evacuation of Galicia; because, 

it would have been absurd to keep the sixth corps, 

cooped up in that corner of the Peninsula, deprived, 

of communication, and estranged from the general 
operations. oe 

The movement of the seauud corps, alter quitting 
Monforte, being along the edge of the Portuguese 
frontim, aud constantly threatening: the northern 
provinces, drew marshal Beresford, as] have before 

stated, from the south, and all the regular Portu- 

guese forces capuble of taking the field were imme- 
diately collected by him rowd Almeida, . The 

duke del Parque was at Ciadad Rodvigo ; and as 

that part of Romane’s foreo, whieh lad been cnt 

off hy Soult’s: movement upon Grulina, fell: back: 

upon Ciudad Rodrigo, not less than twenty-five 
thousand men, Portuguese and Spaniards, were 
assembled, or assembling, rout thosétwo fortresses. 
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~The change of situation thus brought about in HAY. 


fhe: armies on the great western line of invasion 


; : ‘ 1809, 
was rendered more important by the events which bie 


were simultaneously tuking’ place in other parts, 
especially in Arugon, where general Blake, whose 
qimy ‘had been angmented to more than twenty 
thousand men, influted with his suecess’ at Alea- 
nitz, had advanced to Ixar und Samper, Suchet, 
himself; remained close to Zaragoza, but kepta de- 
tochment, under general Faber, at Longares and 
Villa Muel, near the mountains on the side of 
Daroca. Blake, hoping to cut off this detachment, 
marched, in person, through Carinefia, and sent 
general Arisaga, with a column, to Bottorita, and 
the latter captured a convoy of provisions on the 
Huerba; but Faber retired to Plasencia, on the 
Xalon, ras 

“Pho 14th of June, the wlvauced guards skirmished 
to Bottorita; and Bluke, endewvouring to surround 
the enemy, pushed «a detachment to Miia, in the 
plain of Zaragoza, 

The oxeitement produced in that city, and in 
Aragon generally, by this murch, was so great, that 
Suchet doubted if ho should uot abandon Zaragoza, 
and retum towards Navarre; for the peasantry had 
assembled on many points in the mountains around, 
and it'required grout vigilance to keep down the 
spirit of insurrection in the city itself, The im- 
portance of that place, however, made him resolve 
to fight v battle, for which the near approach of 
Blake, who came on in the full confidence’ that 
the French general would retreat, furnished an op- 
portunity which was not nepleected. 
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BATTLE OF MARTA, 


The Idth, alter some skirmishing, the Spanish 
army was concentiuied ab Botorita, fs 

The 16th, Blake slowly end unskilfally forme 
his Woops in order of battle, near the village of 
Marin, and perpendicular to the Luerba, of which 
he aeeupied both banks. Towards two o'clock Ji 
the day, he extended bis left wing: to outiank. the 
vight of the French ; but Suchet, who had just then 
been rejoined by Baber, and by a brigade from 
Tudela, immediately stopped this evolution, ‘by.at. 
tacking the wing with some cavalry and light troops, 
The Spaniards thon fell back to their line of battle 
Blake drew mon from his right to reinfores -his 
contre and Teft, and was immedintely engaged ina 
severe conflict; he repulsed the foremost of the 
enemy's columus, but xo violent a storm avose-at the 
moment, that neither army could see the othey, 
although clase together, aud the action ceased for 
time. Blake's position was so il chosen, thathe 
was surrounded by ravines, and had only-one line 
of retvent, by the bridge of Maria, which was: on 
the oxtvomity of his right Jank. Suchet, who bed 
observed this error, when tho storm cleaved off a 
little, briskly cngaged the contra and loft of the 
Spaniards, and forming his cavalry and two regi- 
ments of infantry. in column, hy one vigorous cffort 
broke quite through the Spanish horse, and seized 
the bridge of Maria.  Notwithstuuling this, Blake, 
who-was at all times intrepid, collveted the inf 
try of his centro and left wing ina mass, and stood 
for the victory, but. the French. troops. overthrow 
his with a great shughter. A genera, twenty-five 
guns, and many stands of colours Were taken, yet 


a 
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few prisoners, for the darkness enabled the dis- see 
rarsed Spaniards to eseape by the ravines, and “Top 
Blake rallicd them tho next day at Bottorita. The June, 
French: lost nearly a thousand men, and general 
Harispé was wounded. 
) During the nection, » French brigade held the 
josition of Monte ‘Torrero, without mixing: in- the 
fight, lest the citizens of Zaragoza, being released 
fronvtheir presence, should vise against the garrison ; 
but after the victory, this brigade murehed down 
the Ebro to cut off Blake's retreat ; general Laval, 
who commanded it, did not, however, execute his 
orders, and the Spanish army retired on the night 
of the 16th. 
fhe 17th, the rear guard suilered some loss at 
Torrecilla; and on the 18th, the two armies were 
again in presence at Belehite. Blake, reinforced 
by some detachments, was about fourteen thousand 
strong; but he had lost the prentest part of his 
mtillery, and his men were dispirited. Suchet, on 
the contrary, having’ by the success at Maria wed 
the Aragonese, was uble to bring twenty-two bat- 
tations and seven squadrons, or about fifteen thou- 
said men, flushed with victory, into action, 
wot 

WATTLE OV DELGHITE. 


~The Spaniards were drawn up ona range of hills snehovs 
half cnclosing the town; their right, resting on a" 
hermitage and some buildings, was inaccessible to 
cavalry; the Jeft was also well covered; and behind 
theright, a hill with a building on it, overtopping: 
all-the position and ocenpied by a reserve, served 
as a rallying point, because there was an easy line ken 
of communication between it and the left wing. 


Lid eo8 
Theeentre, bding on rough prowl containing the 
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WOOK "a dadtte whic a 
wooK town of Belehite which had a wall and gies, was 

ret i also very strong, and the whole position: was. g 
June, compel, that Blake, alter completely filling his line 

‘+ 


had yet a considerble reserve in hind, His dispo, 
sitions were mudo to fight hy his centre and right 
his left being rather in the nature of an advanced 
port. i 

A French battalion commenced the action,’ by 
skirmishing: with the Spunish entre, but, at thé 
same time, tive columns of attack marched, the one 
against the right, the other against the left. The 
latter, which was the principal one, preceded bya 
five of urtillery, soon closed upon the Spanish trogps, 
uthough Blake's puns opened heavily’ from his centre 
and right, The rapid attack of the Prench;. and 
the accidentul explosion of an ammunition-waggen, 
created a panic, which, commencing on’ the left 
spread to all parts of the ting. The Spanish genes 
ral made a chuye of cavalry to retrieve the dayiit 
was however ensily repulsed, and the -confusion 
which followed is thus deseribed by himself “One 
giment [led without firing « shot, it was followed 
hy another, and av third, al flying without: heaving 
discharged a gon, and, in wt sew moments,.-the 
whole position was abandoned.” Thus we, the 
generals and officers, were left alone, ‘without being 
able to rally a body whieh could inake any oppo- 
sition ; and Thad the mortifiewtion to see our army 
dispersed, abandoning: all its baggage, and throwing 
away its arms, and even its clothes, before a single 
carps of the enemy; nor were we able to avail ow- 
selves of the defence of any strong place, as it was 
impossible to collect two hundred nwn to make head 
against the enemy.” 

Blake, although a bad zeneral, was aman of real 
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courage: stung to the quick hy this disgrace, he oiAR, 
yoproached his troops with bitterness, demanded an soo 
inquiry into his own conduet, and, with a strong fo0. 
and sincere feeling of honour, restored to the junta 

the estate which had been conferred upon him for 2 
thosuccess at Alcanitz. 

This battle and the pursuit, in which Suchet 

took about four thousand prisonors, and all the ar 
tillery, ammunition, and baggage of the Spaniards, 

not only made him master of the operations in 
Atagon, but also rendered the fifth corps, under 
Mortier, who were now at Valladolid, completely 
disposable for offensive operations. Thus, on the 

Ist of July, there were, exclusive of Kellerman’s . 
and Bonnet’s divisions, three complete corps @ar- 

niée, furnishing six thousand cavalry and fifty thou- 

sand infantry, collected between Astorga, Zamora, 

and Valladolid. The inroad on Portugal had failed, 

and: the loss of Gullicia followed, but Napoleon’s. 
adinitable system of invasion was unbroken; hig 
troops, deprived of his presiding genius, had been 
stricken severely and shrunk from further agpres- 

sion; they had heen too widely spread for a secure 

grasp, but the venction disélosed all the innate 
strength of his arrangements. 
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GHAPTER TV. 

nook in British urmy remained. in the camp ' of 
eee Abrantes until the hitler end of June, During this 
ee period, sir Arthur Wellesley, although Durning: ts 
enter Spain, was kept back hy w variety of dificul. 
ties, Ile had been reinforced with five thousand 
men immediately after his retun from the Dour} 
and, in the preeeding operations, the killed and-hui 
in battle had not exceeded three hundred men, but 
the deaths by sickness was mumerous. Four thou 
sand in-hospital, and fifteen hundred: employed in 
escort and depdt duties, baing dedueted, the gross 
amount of the present under arms, us Tate even ag 
tho 26th of Jime, did not exeeed twenty-two. thou 
sand nen; and these were, ut any moment, liable 
to be seriously diminished, becuuse the ministers) 
still intent upon Cadiz, ld wncharized Ma, Prev, 
whenever the junta should consent to the mensitte, 
to dav a giurison for tact cown from. sir Arthui's 
forea, As un nemy, therefore, it was weak in every 
thing but spirit; the connuissarint wed without suf- 
ficient means of transport; the soldiers nearly bare: 
footed, and totally without pay; the military chest 

empty, the hospitals full, 

Aprentiy "Phe cost, at 2 low estimation, wrs about: two 
hundred thousand pounds a month ; with the most 
strenuows exertions, a lindred and. sixty thou 
send pounds only had been procured in -the: two 
months of May and June, and of this, thirteen 
thousand hac been obtained as a temporary loaw in 
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Oporto. ‘The rate of exchange in Lishon was high, str. 
and, notwithstanding the increased value given to-—— , 
the government paper hy the successes on the Douro, se 
this rate was daily rising; the Spanish dollar was py, pa. 
at five shillings, while Spanish: gold sunk so much pe, 100. 
invalue that the commissary-genoral sent all that 
he received from England, oy could collect in Lis- 
bon, to Cadiz, und other parts, to truck for dol- 
larg; but, in-all places of commerce, the exchange 
was Nsing against England, wu natural consequence 
of her cnormous and incroasing: issucs of paper, 
Those issues, the extravagant succaurs given to 
Spain, together with subsidies to Austria, made it 
impossible to supply the amy in Portugal with 
specie, otherwise than hy raising’ cash, in every 
quarter of the globe, on treasury-bills, and at a 
most enormous logs; an evil great in itself, opening: 
awide door to fiand and villany, and rendered the 
war. between Frauee and Euglaud not so much. a 
glorious contest of arms as a strugele between pub 
lie credit und military foree, in which even victory 
was sure to he fiutal to the former, 

Tho want of money, sickness, Cuestae’s impracti- 
cable temper, anc a varicty of minor difficulties, 
too.tedious to mention, kept the army ina state of 
inactivity until the end of June; but, at that period, 
tho retreat of the fixst corps from Torremocha, and 
the consequent advance of Cuesta, removed one 
obstacle to offensive operations, and sir Arthuw, 
having the certainty that cight thousand additional 
troops were off the rock of Lisbon, then commenced 
his march into Spain by the northern banks of the 
Tagus; meaningy.to unite with Cuesta on the Tietay,. 
and to arrange, if possible, a plan of operations 
against Madrid, 
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But, before T embark on the full and broad stream 
into which the surpes and eddies of the complicated 
warlive thal succeeded Napoleon's departure from” 
the Peninsuln settled, T mst give w general view of 
the state of allnira, that the reader, comprehending: 
exactly what strength euch party brought to the 
engounter, may judge more truly of the result, 6): 


YRERCIE POWER, eed 

Mon, 

Tho Fronch, having received some reluforve- eet 
monte of conseripta, mounted, in the ba rs 
giuning of July, including tho king'spunrda, 
ly Whol vevetneereeeeneereesen vers 275,000 

In hospittlecsreesererneeen eee fl O00 cer 

Strngglors and prisoners borne on i 68,000 
thy plulebeeteceereeeernaees 7,000 ey 

Total undor arma seeereeveess 207,000 96,000 

The uullitary goverment, Hes af correspon 
doneo, gurrixoyg, und detachimonts, —ab- ba 
gorbed crrsereeceveereevensneersees — 32,000 3,000 


Present under army with the corps darada 175,000 33,000 


The actual strength und situation of each corps’ 
Carmte was us follows »- i 


Under the King, covering Meddvid, Bh, 

Tf, & Arte Oavaley, 

First corpa, in the valley of the Trygus cree een QO,R81" 4,900 
Fourth ae Ti Manehiecre veonentereneet 17,190. 3,200; 
Division of Dessolleny Muli sseeever verses OBOE 
King’s Vronch guarda, Madrid, abouteres ees 4,000 1,500’ 
Total «+++40,235 8,900 





In Old Castile, ander Marshal Soult, 
Int, & Art. Cavalry. 
Second corps, Zamora, ‘Lora, andl Salmmanea +s 17,707...2,883 
Fifth corps, Valladolid seevsevcceereeesen ce 16,042 874 
Sixth corps, Astorgn, und ite vicinity oe reee 14,018 1,446 
Totulaess 48,G62 6,208 
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In Aragon, under Goneral Suchet, 


Inf, & Art, Cavalry. 
aide corpa, Zaragoza, Alennitz, We, eeeveees 15,226 2,604 


dn Catalonia, under Marshal Augareau, 


Inf, & Art. Cavalry, 
lal corps, Vich, Goronn, and Bareolona ++ 30,593 2,0 


ee tees 


i 


4k “addition to these corps there were twelve 
Inmdred men belonging to the battering train; four 
thousand infintry under Bonnet, at St. Andero; and 
two thousand tivo hundred cavalry under Kellerman, 
in the Valladolid country, 

The fortresses aud armed places in possession of 
the French army were---St, Sebastian, Pampcluna, 
Bilbao, Santona, St. Andero, Burgos, Leon, Astorga, 
on the northern line ; 

“Jacca, Zaragor, Guadulaxara, Toledo, Segovia, 
and Zamora, on the central Tine ; ; 

. Figueras, Rosas, and Barcelona, on the southern 
line. 

It necds Dut a glance at these dispositions and 
munbers to understand with what a power Napoleon 
had fastened upon the Peninsula, during his. six 
weeks’ cumpaipn, Much had been lost since his 
departure, rut his army still pressed the Spaniards 
down, and, like a stone cast apon a brood of snakes, 
was immoveuble to their writhings. Nevertheless,’ 
the situation of Spain, at this epoch, was ‘an ame~ 
liorated one compared to that which, four months 
before, the vehemencve of Napoleon's personal war- 
foro had veduued it to, ‘Che elements of resistance 
were again accumuted in masses, and the hope, 
or rather confidence, of suecess was again in full 
vigour; for, it was iv the charactor of this people, 
while provelling on the earth, to suppose themselves 
standing firm; and, when erecping in the gloom of 
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nook defeat, to imagine they were: soaring in: the-full 
——-~ blaze of victory: 


1800, 
July. 


The momentary cessation al offensive operations 
on the part of the I'veneh, instead of being traced 
to its trme sourees, the personal jealousies. of tlie 
marshals, and the king's want of vigour, WAS,'<'gg 
usual, attributed, first—to fenv and wealmoss, g¢. 
condly--to the pressure of the Austrian war, Jj 
was not considered that the want of unity, chacking 
the course of conquest, would coarse when the 
French amy was driven to tho defensive ; neithes 
was the might of Vance duly weighed, ‘while 
the strength of Austrin was unduly. exalted: 
The disasters at Ueles, ut Almaray, at Zarngori, 
Rosas, Cardadeu, Valls, at Cindud Real, Medellin, 
Braga, and Oporto, and in the Asturias, wero all 
forgotten, the French had been repulsed. fiom 
Portugal, and they had not tnken Seville! This, 
to the Spaniards, was suflicient evidence of thei 
weukness ; and, when the Mrench were supposed 
to be weak, the others, by a curious ronsoning 
process, always came to the conelusion that: thoy 
were themselves strong, [enae, the fore-boastitig 
at this poriod was lite inforior to what it hed 
been alter the battle of Baylen, and the statement 
of the relative numbers was almost ag absurd, The 
utmost amount of the Trench force was not-cileus 
lnted higher than a hundred and fiftecn, ar a-luné 
dred and twenty, thousand men, of which about 
fifty thousand were supposed to be on the: Crenck 
side of the Ebro, and the whole ouly waiting for 
an excuse to tbandon the Peninsula. 


SPANISH POWER, os 
The Spanish armies, on paper, were, as usual, 
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numerous 5 and the real amount of the regular foree 
was certainly considerable, although very inade- 
quate to the exigencies or the resources of tho 
country. Before the battle of Belehite had broken 
Blake’s strength, there were, organized and wider 
gums, twelve thousand cavalry, and about one hun- 
dred and twenty thousnnd infintry, exclusive. of 
jegular bands and armed peasantry, who were 
available for particular defensive operations. After 
that defeat the number of regular forces, capable of 
taking. the ficld in tho south-castern provinces, was 
not abova twenty thousand men, of which about 
ton thousand, under Coupigny, were watching Bar- 
golona; or,..again, rallying under Blake; the re- 
inainder were in Valencia, where Coro, Romana’s 
brother, had token the command. 
Jn the north-western provinces there were about 
twenty-five thousend men, of which fitteen thousand 
were in Gallician; some thousands in the Asturias, 
undor Vorster und Ballasteros, and the remainder, 
under the duke del Parque, who was directed to 
oginize new army in the. neighbourhood of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 
a In Andalusin, or covering: it, there were bout 
soventy thoasand mon OF these twenty-three 
thousand infantry, and two thousand five hundred 
cavalry, were assembled in the Morena, near At 
Blona and Carolina, under the command of general 
Venegas; and thirty-vipht thousand, including 
seven thousand cavalry, were in Es tremadura, under 
the orders of Cuesti, who was nominally. com- 
mander-in-chief of both armies, 

The troops, thus separated into three grand divi- 
sions, were culled the armies of the right, the centre, 
the left, ‘Tho fortresses were Gerona, ILostalrich, 
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NOOK Lerida, Mequinuza, ‘Tarngzona, Tortosa, Valeneia, 





—Carthagena, aad Aliem, for the anny of tls 
right; Cadiz wail Badujos for thut of the centre; 
Ciudad Rodrigo, Coruiia, nnd Vorrol, for the army 
of the left. 

The Spanish troops were, however, far fiom 
being serviceable in propartion to thelr numbers 
most of thent were new fevies, and the rest were 
il-trained. ‘The penerals had Jost nothing of their 
presumption, lewnt nothing of war, and they 
mutt jealousies were as strong as ever. Cuesta 
sli] hating the junta, was feared and hated by that 
body in return, and Venegus was placed ‘at: the 
head of the Gurolinn winy as a counterpoise to hin; 
Romana, also, was obnoxious to the junta, and in 
return, with more reason, the junte was despised 
and disliked by him. In Valencia and Murcia 
generale and” juntas appeared alike: indifferent te 
the public welfiwe, satistied if the war was kept 
from their own doors, li Citulonia there never 
was any unanimity, 

Blake, who had whandoned Romani in Gallic, 
and who was still nt enmity with Cuesta, had been, 
for these very reasons, invested with supreme 
power in Valenein, Aragon, and Catalonia; and, 
moreover, there were fretions wid hiekerings among 
the inferior officers in the armies of Venegas. and 
mest. Albuquerque was nmbitious of commands. 
ing in chief, and Mr. Frere warmly intrigued in his 
cause, for Chat gentlemun still lvhoured. under the 
delusion that he was appoiuted to direct the mili+ 
tary instead of conducting: the political services in 
the Peninsula, In April, “he lad proposed to the 
junta thata foree of five thousand cavalry and some 
infantry, taken from the armies of Cuesta and Ver 
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nogas)-s should; ‘under the command of” the: duke of oar, 
Albnquerque, commence offensive operations -in- 
In Manel; this, he “said, would, « ifvthe - “enenty 
refused to take natice of il,” become “avery sexions haar 
and perhaps a decisive movement ;” and he was so hee 
earnest that, without coummnicating upon the 
subject with viv Arthur Wellesley, without waiting 
for-tho result, of the operations against Soult, -he 
pretended to the junta that the co-operation of the 
Boglish army. with Cuesta (that co-operation which 
it was sir Arthur's most wnoxious wish to bring 
about) could ouly be obtained, as the price of the | F 
Spanish. goverument’s acceding to his own pro- Noa, 
posal, ‘The plenipotontiary’s greatest efforts were, 
however, directed to procure the appointment of 
Albuquerque to the commands of an army; but 
that nobleman was under the orders of Cuesta, who 
was not willing to part with him, and, moreover, 
Frere wished to displace Venegas, not that any 
fault was attributed to the latter, but merely to 
make way for Albuquerque; a scheme so indeco- 
yous that both the junta and Cuesta peremptorily 
ae it. 

My, Prove did not hesitute to attribute this rejec~ Partin. 

montary: 

tion to © mean jealousy of Albuquerque's high Payers, 
birth. and talouts 5 yet the junta had suflicient 
reason for their conduct, not only on this occasion, 
but-afterwards, when they refused to give him any 
independent command. ‘Che duke, although « brave 
and patriotic aml even im uble soldier, was the 
dupe of a woman who corresponded with the 
Frenels the junta, in the fear of offending him, for- 
bore to ratish her, at first, yet, finally, they were 
obliged to shut her up, and they could not entrust 
him with a command while her dangerous influence 
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ROOK fasted. Hence, Mr. Prero’s intrigue: failed to serve. 


VU 





Iho, 


~ Albuquerque; mul his military Project. for La 
Mancha fell to the ground when sir Arthur Wel 
lesley, unable (o perecive ite advantages, strongly 
advised the jmla, not to wenken but to reintorge 
Cnesi’s army; not to meddle with the Proud, 
either in Ln Manel ov TMstrommdiura, but to: pre 
serve w strict defensive in all quarters. ; 

The supreme jaa was itself in fear of the iold 
joe of Seville, and the folly and arrogance of: the 
first and. its neglect of the public woal: finished 
ample prounds of attack, us a slight sketeh of its 
administrative proceedings will sullice to prove, 
The king, after the battles of Medellin and Cindad 
Real, had, through the medium of don Joachim 
Sotelo, n Spanish minister in his service, made an 
attempt to negotiate for the submission of the junta, 
which was spurned at by the Hutter and in. suitable 
terms, for dignificd sentiments and lofty expressions 
were never wanting: to the Spaniards; yet, taken 
with their deeds, they were Dnt ay a strong wind 
and shrivelled Tenves. ro 

The junta did not Gilte make (he uation observe 
their patriotism upon this occasion, and, indeed, 
took every opportunity to praise their own proceed. 
ings; nevertheless, men were not wanting in Spain 
most anxious not only to cheek the aetual abuses 
of power, but to lay have all the ancient oppressions 
of the country, wad reer to first principles, both 
for present reform and future parmunent good: go- 
vernment; in short, to make public avewal of the 
misrule which had Jed to their misfortunes, and; if 
possible, to amend. it, Knowing that although 
national independence may co-exist with. tyranny, 
it is necessurily attached to civil and religious free 
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dom,—thoy desired to assemble the cortex; to give CHAP. 
tlic people an carnost thet national independence 
was worth having, and to convinee them that their 
siferings and their exertions would lead to a sensi- 

ble good, instead of & mere choiec between an old 
ind a new despotism; this party was powerful 
mough to have a manifesto, to their purpose, drawn 
up by the junta, and it would have been published, 
if the English ministers had not interposed ; for, as 
Thave before said, their object was not Spain, but 
Napoleon. 

Mr. Frere vigorously opposed the promulgation Patin- 
of this manifesto, and not ambiguously hinted that Papers” 
tho displeasure of England, and the wrath of the tur” 
partizans of despotisin in Spain, would be vented 
on the junta, if any such approach to. real liberty 
was made. In his despatches to his cabinet he 
~wrote that, from his knowledge of the members of 
the junta, ho felt assured they would “ shrink from 
the idea of giving permanent effect to the measures 
which they held out; aud this expression he meant 
in theiv praise! but still he thought it necessary to 
check the tendency to freedom in the outset, and it 
jvould be injustice not to give his sentiments in his 
own words: sentiments which were at this time 
perfectly ugreenble to his immediate superior, Mr, 
Canning, but ofvring a curious contrast to the poli- 
tical ‘liberality which that politician afterwards 
thought it his interest to alleet. 

Writing as a Spaniard, Mr, Frere thus addressed 
don Martin Churny s— 

“Tf wo huve indeed passed three centuries under Papers 


7 +. laid boforo 
ar arbitrary government, let us not forget that it is Parlin. 


. we n . ment, 
aprice which we pay for having: conquered and 1810. 
peopled the fairest portion of the globe; that the 
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Bok integrity of this jumense power rests solely; on 
oon these two words, religion und the kings If the old 


1800. 


constitution has been lost by the conquest of Ame. 
view, our first object should be to recover it, but} in 
such a manner as not fo lose what has cost ug 80 
umeh in the acquisition, From this consideration, 
ib appears to me Chat we onght to avoid, as political 
poison, any ananneidtion of general principles, the 
application of which it wautd be impossible to limit oy 
qualify, even when the negvocs and Indians shoud 
quote them in favour af’ themselves, But let ug 
allow that we have made a bad erchange in barter. 
ing our ancient national liberty for the glory and ev. 
tension of the Spanish name, Let us allow that the 
nation has been deceived for three centuries, ‘and 
that this error should, at all hasuds, be immedi- 
ately dono away. ven though it were so, it doos 
not appear very decaming the chavacter af a well 
educated person ta pass censtres upon the conduet of 
his forefathers, oy lo complain of what he has lost 
by theiv negligence or prodiyality 5 tnd still less so, 
if it is done in the faee of all the world: and what 
shall we say of n nation who would do this publicly, 
and after mature deliberation (” : 
The manifesto was suppressed, © new. one more 
consonant to Mr, Freve's notions was published, and 
a promise to convoke the corte, given, Inuit without 
naming any specilic time for Uut event, The junta, 
who, as Mr. Frere truly stuted, were not at all 
disposed to give imy effect to free institutions, now 
proceeded to prop up their ow tottering: power by 
severity: they had, previous to the manifesto, 
insted a menueinp proclumation, in whieh they 


“endeavoured to confound their politieat opponents 


with the spies and fools of the [veneh ; and having. 
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before established a tribunal of public security, tley 
caused it to publish an edict, in which all men, who 
endeavoured to vaixe distrust of the junta, or who 
tried to overturn the government, by popular com- 
motions, or other means that had, by the junta, 
eon reprobated, were declared puilty of high 
treason, undeserving’ the name of Spaniards and 
sold to: Napoleon: their punishment to be death, 
and confiscation of property. Any person propa- 
gating ramours; tending to weaken or soften the 
hatred of the people against the French, was in- 
stantly to he arrested und punished without re- 
mission ; lastly, rewards were offered for seeret in- 
formation upon these heads, 

© This decree was not a dead Jetter, Many persons 
wero suizud, imprisoned, and executed, without trial, 
or knowing their accusers. But the deepest. stain 
upon the Spanish character, at this period, was the 
treatment experienced by prisoners of war, Thou- 


3d) 
cmAaP. 
qv, 


1809, 


sands, and amongst them part of Dupont’s troops, 


who were only prisoners by a breach of faith, were 
gent to Ue Balearic Isles, without any order being 
taken for thaiy subsistanee, and when remonstreted 
with, the junta cast seven thousind ashore on. the 
little desert rock of Cubrera, At Majorca, munbers 
had been maksacred by the inhabitants, in the most 
cowardly and brutal manner, but those eft on 
Cabrera suffered miseries that can searecly be de- 
scribed. The supply of food, always scanty, was 
often neglected altozether; there was but one spring: 
on the rock, which dried up in swimmer; clothes 
wore never given to them except by the Enplish sea- 
men, who, compassionating their sufferings, often 
assisted them, in passing the islind, Thus, allicted’ 
with hunger, thirst, aud nakedness, they lived like 
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nook wild beasts while they could five, but perished -in, 
eee stele nMbers, that lesa than two thousand remained, 
100. 9 tall the tale of thiy inhumanity ; and surely, it 
was no slight disgrace that the English government, 

failed to interfere on such an oecusian, 7 

But what were the eflorty made for the defence, 

of the country by this barbarous junta, which, hay. 

ing been originally assembled to discuss the form of} 
establishing a conta government, had, mlowfally, 
retained their delegated power, and used it go, 
shamefully? There was a Spanish (leat, and a'sut., 

ficient number of sailors to nut it, in Carthngena,. 

and there was another fleet, md wbundance of sea 

amen, in Cadiz, Lord Collinwood, and others,: 
pressed the junta, constantly wd carmestly, to fit 

thesa vessels out, mid lo make use of them, or-at: 

least to place them beyond the reach of the enemy, 

yet his remonstrances wero unheeded ; the sailors 

were rendered mutinous for want of pay, and even; 

of subsistence, and the government would neither: 
Avventtss fit out ships themselves, nor suler the English sca 
men todo it for then. At the period when the 
marquis of Romane tad the insurgents in Gallicia, 

were praying for a few stands of arms -and five: 

Tord Col thousand pounds, front six Jolin Crudock, the junta: 


Lingwool’a a ; : 
Coreespoar possessed numy Millions of money, and their maga. 


doneo, 


Gono! zines, in Cadiz, were bursting with the continually, 
Memoirs increasing: quantity of stores and arois arriving from 
Bogland, but which were lett to rot as they arrived): 
while, from every quarter of the cowry not yet 
subdued, the demand for these things was ine. 
cessant. 
~The fleet in Cadiz harbour might have been at 
€ea in the beginning of February. Tn a week it 
might have heen at Vigo, with money and suecours 
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ofiall kinds fov the insurgents in Gallicia; after CHAP. 
which; by skilful operations along the coast from s 
Vigo to St. Sebastian, it might have occupied an 
mormous French force on that line of country; 
instead of a fleet, the junta sent colonel Barios, an 
obscure person, bo steal through by-ways, and to 
take the command of men who were vot in want of 
Jeadors. In the same manner, the fect in Cartha- 
gena might have heen employed on the Catalonian 
and Fyench coasts ; but, fin from using their means, 
which were really cnormous, with energy and judge- 
ment, the junta carriod on the war by encouraging 
vinlont publications against: the French, and con- 
fined their real exertions to the assembling of the 
unfortimate peasants in musses, to starve fora while, 
and then to he eut to pieces by their more expe- 
vienced opponents. cht 

The aystem of false reports, also, was persevered 
in without any relaxation: “The Drench were beaten 
an ald points; the marshals were slain or taken ; 
their soldiers were deserting, or flying in terror at 
the sight qfa Spaniard ; Joseph had plundered and 
abandoned Mladvid; Zaragoxa had not JSallen.” 
Castro, the envoy to the Portuguese regency, 80 Inte 
as April, anxiously endeavoured to persnado that 
government and the Bnglish general, that Zaragoza 
had never been subdued, and that the story of its 
fill was a French filschood, In June, ofligial let- 
ters were written to marshal Poresford, . from the 
neighbourhood of Lago wud duted. the very day 
upon which Soult’s amy relieved that town, not to 
give intelligence of the event, but to announce the 
utter dofeut of that marshal, and the capture of 
Lugo itself; the amount of the killed and wounded, ® 
and the prisoners taken, being very exactly stated, 
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H00K and with seh mi appearnnee of truth, as to deceivg 


VL 


~~~ Beresturd, notwithstanding his proviouy experience 


1e0v, 


of the people he lind to deal with. 

But the proof ef corruption and incapacity in 
the junte ae tnmumerable, and not confined to the 
records af eveuts kept by British oflicers, Romana, 
w few months Inter, upon the question of appoint: 
ing wregeney, thas deseribes their conducts «A 
himself,” le sail, had duebted if the central junta 
was a lawful government, and this doubt was general 
in the provinces through which he had passed y yet 
he had, to preserve the nation from anerchy, not 
only yiekled obedience ta it, but he had, likewise, 
Joreed the provinces of Crallicia, Loon, and Asturias 
to do the sane; decanse he thought that an ilewal 
government might be useful if it deserved the-con. 
Jfidence of the people, and that they véspeeted tis 
authority, The central junta, however, was not 
thus situated: the people, judging of measures. by 
their effects, complained that Ue armies tere wedk, 
lhe government without energy j that there were no 
supplies ¢ that the promised accounts of the public 
capenditire were withheld ; cad yet, ell. the sums 
drawn from Americd, all the succours granted by 
dingland, the rents-af the crown, aud the voluntary 
contributions were expended, The pudlte employments 
were not given to amen of nerit and true lovers of 
their country, Some of the members af the junta 
rendered their puwer subservient to their own at 
vantages others conferred lucrative appointments on 
their relations and dapendents, — Feclesiastical offices 
had been filled up to enable individuals to seise those 
rents for themseloes which ought to be dypropriated 
Yor the public service. There was no unity to be 
founds many of the junta caved only for the interest 
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u Sy, y ta ul ay EN w oY 4 Pp, 
of’ their peurticular province, as if they were not CHA 
members of ihe Spanish monarehy ; confirming the----—- 


appointments of the local juntas, witha. regard to 
fitness; and even assizning recompenses to men 
destitute uf military knowledge, who had neither seen 
service nor performed the duties assigned la them” 

“ The junta, divided into sections, undertook lo 
manage affuirs in which they were unversed, and 
which were altogether forcign lo their professions, 
Horses, taken from their owners under pretence of 
supplying the armies, were loft to die of hunger in 
the sea-marshes sand, finally, many important 
branches of administration were in the hands of 
men, suspected, both from their own conduct and 
from their having been creatures of that infamous 
favourite who was the author of the general misery.” 

Tt was at this period that the celebrated Partidas 
frst commenced the eweridla, or petty warfiure, whieh 
has boon so lauded, as if that had been the cause 
of Napoleon’s diseomtiture. Those bands were in« 
finitely mmmerous, beeute, every robber, that feared 
a jail, or that could break from one; every smug 
gler,* whose trade had heen interrupted; every friar, 
disliking: the trammela of his convent; and every 
idler, that wished to avoid the ranks of the regular 
anny, was to bo found cither ds chief or associate in 
the partidas, ‘The French, althongh harassed by 
the constant and ernel murders of isolated: soldiers, 
ot followers of the amy, and sometimes by the loss 
of convoys, were never thiyarted in any great object 
by these bands; but the necessity of providing sub- 
sistence, and attaching his followers to his fortunes, 
generally obliged the guerilla chief to rob his coun- 

a 


* ‘Pho binds formod of smugglers were called Quadeillas, 
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nook trymon; and, indeed, one of the principal CAlnides of, 
———— the sudden growtl of this system was. the Nope: of: 


100d, 


intercepting the publi¢ und private “plate, which 
under a deeres of Joseph, was bringing in fem all. 
pals to be coined in Madrid; for that Monareh: 
was obliged to have recourse to forced Toang, ang, 
the property of the proscribed nobles and Supe: 
pressed convents, to maintain even the appeaianes 
ofa court. cae 
This deseription will apply to the mass ofthe. 
partidas ; yet there were same gebuated by nobles: 
motives; by revenge; by a pullant enterprising, 
spirit; or, hy wn honest ambition, thinking to sere 
their country better then by joining: the regular 
forces. Among the principal ehicts may be placed,. 
Renovales, and the two Minas, in Naynve- and: 
Arragon; Porlier named the mearyuisetéo, md Longa; 
in the Asturias and Biseny 3 Juan Martin, or 2h 
Lnnpeeinada, who vexed the neighbourhood of Ma. 
drid; Julinn Sanchez, in the Guti and Salamanca 
country; doctor Rovern, Perena, und some others; 
in. Cataloniay Julian Palurea, or 22d Adedico, ‘be. 
tiveen the Moreno sud "Polesto y the cunute Mering,. 
il Principe, wal Snornil, in’ Castile; the far: 
Sapia, in Soria, and Juan Abril, nen Segovia. « 
But these men were of very dilleventt merit, . Re: 
noviles, a repulur officer, raised the peasantry. of 
the valleys between Panpeluna and Zaragoza, alte 
the fill of the Tntter cily, and was soon subdued, 
Juan Martin, Rovera, dutian Sanches, and the stv 
dent Mina, diseovered militury talent, and Sanches 
wer certainly a very bold and jonest man; :but 
Espoz y Mina, the mele and auecessor of the stu 


‘dent, fir outstripped his contemporaries in fine, 


Tle shed the blood of his prisoners frevly, yet rather 
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“flomfalse principle, and under peculiar cireum- OY}? 


gtances, than {rom any real ferocity, his natural dis- ——— 
position being’ manly and generous; and, although: 


not possessed of any peculiar military genius, he 
had a-sound judgement, suprising energy, and a 
constant spirit. By birth a peasant, he despised 
the higher orders of his own country, and never 
would suffer any Aédalgo, or gentleman, to join his 
pand. From 1800, until the ond of the war, he 
maintained himself in the provinces bordering on 
the Ebro; often defeated, and chased from place to 
place, he yet gradually increased his forces, until, 
in 1812, he yet was at the head of more than ten 
thousand men, whom he, paid regularly, and sup- 
plied from resources chiclly ercated by himself; 
one.of which was remarkable:—LHo established. a 
treaty with tho Irench generals, by which articles, 
riot being warlike stores, coming from France, had 
safe conduct from his partida, on paying a duty, 
which Mina appropriated to the subsistence of his 
followers. 

That the puerilla system could never seriously 
affect the progress of tho Mrench, is proved by the 
fuet; that the constant aim of the principal: chiefs 
was to introduce the customs of regular troops ; ‘and 
their success fyainst the eneniy was proportionatd 
to their progress in discipline and organization. 
There were not less than fifty thousand of these 
invegular soldicrs, at one time, in Spain; and so 
severely. did they press upon the country that it 
may be assumedas a truth that if the English 
amy had abandoned the contest, one of the surest 
means by which the French could have gained the 


good will of the nation would have been the extir- ” 


pating of the partidus. Nevertheless, a great and 
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100) i y tived : 
nok wiqnestionable wiyantayre wis derived hy: the te: 





polar armies, and expecially by the: Beitiah; from 


the existence of these bandas the French corps 
could never communicate: with each other, nor con. 
bine their movements, except hy the slow iethod 
of sending officers: with strong’ escorts ; whetng 
their iulversaries cond correspond: ly post, nid 
even hy telegraph, an advantige eal to ae ye 
inforeement of thirly thevsimd men, q 


PORTUGUESK POWER 

The Portuguese military system has heen already 
explained. The mks of the regal anny, and of 
the militia, were filling; the arms and equipments 
were supplied by Bughund sand means were taking 
to give eflect to Ue uuathority of the Capitdos Mor, 
or ehiels of distriets, ander whom the ordendnges 
were to be gathered for the defence of the countiy, 
The people having heen a second time relieved from 
wt invasion, by the intervention of iw British amy, 
were disposed to submit implicitly to the puidance 
of their deliverers ; bat the effeet of former misgo- 
vernmont pervaded every hruneh of adininistration, 
political mtd minnicipal, and impeded the elforts 
made to draw forth the anilitary resources of the 
‘kingdom; mul it is curious thet, until the end of 
the war, such was the reluetauce of the people to 
beeome soldiers, that, notwithstanding their w- 
doubted hatred of the French, their nutural doeility, 
and the visible superiority of the soldiers’ condition 
over thet of the peasant ar artizin, Ue reeiuiting 
was always dificult; the odious spectnele was con- 
stantly exhibited, of men marched in. chains, to 
reinforee armies, whieh were fiehting in what was 
a popular, and ought to have heen a seered cause 
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‘The actual number of regular troops, armed and CHAR. 
organized, was about fifteen thousond, but not-——— 
withstanding the courage displayed by those em- 

Joyed in the lute operations, marshal Beresford 
was still doubtful of theiv military qualities, and 
yeluctant ‘to act separately from the British troops. 
The most important fortresses in a condition for 
defence were Hlvas, Albuquerque, and Almeida, in 
the first line; Abrantes and Penichd, in the second ; 
the citadel, and forts of Lisbon, Palmela, and 
Setuval, in the third, But there were many other 
walled places, enpuble, if armed, of standing a siege, 
and presenting a variety of strong points for. the 
inegular force of the country to assemble upon ; 
and hence, Portugal oflered, not only great resources 
in men, but a base of operations solid in itself; 
central with respect to the French armies, and en- 
abling the English general to act, without reference 
tothe Spanish government or Spanish commanders; 
an advantage more justly appreciated at the end of 
this campaign than at the commencement. Such 
wore the relative sitvations of the contending hosts 
in the Peninsula; yet, to take wn enlarged view of 
afaing, it is necessary to look beyond the actual 
field of battle; for the contest in Spain, no. longer 
isolated, was become an integral part of the great 
European struggle against france. 

Napoleon, after his first successes near Ratisbon, 
entered Vieni, and attempted to carry the war to 
the left bank of the Danuhe; but a severe check, 
received at the battle of Usling on the 21st of May, 
so shook his moral ascendancy in Hurope, that he 
deemed. it necessary to concentrate all the dispo- 
soble strength of lis empire for one gigantic effort, 

which should restore the terror of his nane. The 
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appearance of inactivity assumed by. him, while 
thus mightily gathering his forces, deceived ‘his 
enemies; and, as their hopes rose, their: boasts 
became extravagant, more expecially in England, 
where, to express a doubt of his immediate oye: 
throw was regurded as a heinous offence; and 
whore the government, buoyed up with foolish 
expectations, thought less of supporting a noble 
and eflectual warfare in Portugal than of nourish 
ing and aiding the secondary snd rather degrading 







adventurers in Germany. 

While sir Arthur Wellesley was waiting impo 
tiently on the Tagus for the scanty reinforcements 
alorded him, tive other armies were sinultencously 
preparing to act against the extremities of the 
French empire; the one, consisting of ahout twelve 
thousand men, drawn from Sicily, was destined to 
invade Italy, the southern parts of whieh had been 


denned of troops to oppose the Austrians on the 


Tagliumento, ‘The other was assembled on the 
const of England, where above forty thousand of 
the finest troops the nation could boast of, and 
fleet of power to overthvow wll the other navies: of 
the workl combined, composed ni mmament, ine 
tended to destroy the pret murine cestablishment 
which the Mreneh emperor had so suddenly: and 
so portentously ereuted at Antwerp, So vast ai 
expedition had never before left the British shores; 
neither any one so mennly conceived, so impros 
vidently armmmged, so calumitously conducté for 
the marine and lund ferees, combined, numbered: 
more than cighty thouswid fiyhtings men, and: those 
of the bravest; yet the object in view was compaia- 
tively insignificant, and even that was not obtained 


itary 
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Delivered over to tho leading of & man, whose OAT. ; 
railitery incapacity las caused the glorious title. of ae 
Ohatham to be scorned, this ill-fited army, with 
gpitit, and strength, und zeal to have spread the 
fame of England to the extremities of the carth, 

erished, without a blow, in the pestilent marshes 
éf Walcheren | And so utterly had party spirit 
stifled the fecling of national honour that-men were 
fond in Parliament base cnough to reprobate the 
convention of Cintra, to sneer at sir John Moore's 
operations, and yet to declare the Walcheren expe- 
dition wise, profitable, aud even glorious ! 

~The operation against Ltaly was less unfortunate 
yather than more ably conducted, and it was equally 
abortive, What with slow preparations, the voyage, 
and the taking’ of the petty islands of Ischia and 
Procida, thirteen weeks were wasted, although dur- 
ing that period, Murat, conscious of his inability 
to-résist, was only restrained from abandoning Na- 
ples by the firmness of his queen, and the energy 
of Sallicetti, the minister af police, We have secn 
that it was tha wish of the ministers to have the 
troops in Sicily employed in the south of Spain, 
but, yielding to the representations of sir John 
Stuart, they permitted him to make this display of 
military foolery: yet it is not with the bad or good 
‘guecess of these expeditions that this history has to 
deal, but with that diveful ministerial incapacity 
which suiterad two men, notoriously unfitted for 
wor, to waste ond dissipate the military strength of 
Englarid. on secondary objects, while a renowned 
commander, placed at the most important point, 
was left without an adequate force, 

For the first time since the commencement of the 
jponinsular war, sixty thousand Spanish troops, well 
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Book armed and clothed, were collected ina Mass, and in 
———— theright place, conmmu«unicnting with a British foree; 

MOS. top the first time since Napoleon swayed the destiny 
of Franee, the principal army. of that country had 
met with an important check 5 the proat Conquerors 
fortune seemed to waver, ial the moment ad t- 
rived when the British povernment was ¢, ‘illon to, 
display ull its wisdom and energy, The duke of 
York had performed his duty; he lu placed above a 
ninety thousand superh soldiors, wll disposable for 
olfensive operations, in the hands of the ministers ; 
Init. the Jutter knew not their value, and, instead, of 
concentrating them upon one, seuttered them vtpon ‘ 
many points. Sir Arthur Wellesley might have had' 
ahove cighty thousund British troops on the fron-, 
tiors of Portugal, and be was a general capable of, 
wiclding them. Ue was foreed to commence a 
campaign, upon whieh the fate of the Peninsula,’ 
quick trinmph or a long-protracted agony of twelve, 
mnillions of people depended, with ouly twenty. 19 ' 
thousand; while sixty thousnnd fighting: men, and: 
ships mmeroud enough to darken all the coasts oly 





Spain, were waiting, in Sicily and England, for, 
orders whieh were, toy doom them, one part to seam), 
and the other to an inylorious and miserable ates, 
Shall the deliyerunee of the Pouineuda, then,” ‘De 
attributed to the firmmess aud long-sighted policy * . 
of ministers who pave these ghuriny proof of im- 
providence, or shall the plory of thut pront exploit. 
lighten vod the heul of him who so “ae 
mnaintiined thetfieree strugele, ander all thelr 


of their folly ? 
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jy the foregoing chapters the real state of affairs in cHap, 


the Peninsula has been described ; but it appeared 
* with a somewhat different aspeet to the English 
general, because false informations, cprogious boasts, 
and hollow promises, such as hud been employed 
to mislead sir Jol Moore, were renewed at this 
period ; and the allied nations were influenced by 
a niotous rather than a reasonable confidence of 
victory. The Tnglish newspapers teemed with 
Igiters, describing the enemy's misery and fears; 
nor was the camp free from thesw inflated feclings. 
Marshal Beresford was so credulous of French 
weakness as publicly to amouwnee to the junta of 
‘Hadajos that Soult's foree, wandering and harassed 
by continual attacks, was reduced to cight or ten 
thousand distressed soldiers. Nay, sir * Arthur 
Wellosloy himself, swayed by the pertinacity of 
tho tale-makers, the unhesitutiig assurances of 
the junta, perhaps, also, v little excited by & sense 
of his own great tnlonta, was not free from the im- 
‘ression that the hour of complete triumph was come, 

The Spanish government and the Spanish go- 
nerals’ were importimate for offensive movements, 
and Jnygh in theiy promises of support; and the 
English general was us eager; for he was at the 
head of gullant troops, lis ‘foot was on the path of 
vietory, and he felt that, if the duke of Belluno 
vas not quickly disabled, the British army, threat- 
Gred on both Qanks, would, as in the case of sir 
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John Cradoek, be obliged to remain in-some defor: * 
sive position, near Lisbon, until it heeame an object 
of suspicion and hatred to the Spanish and Poy, 
guese people. ; : 

There were three lines of aflensive operations 
open p- 

1%, To cross the Lugus, join Cuesta's army, nul, 
nuking Kleas and Badqjos the base of movenients, 
attack Victor in front. This line was cirenitous. 4 
ft permitted the enemy to cover himself by the 
Tagus, and the operations of the allies would haye : 
been cramped by the Sierra de Guadalupe on one 
side, and the mountains lying’ between Alby. 
querque and Alcantara on the other ; strong de, 
tachments must also have heen left to cover the roads 
to Lisbon,.on the right hank of the Tagus,. Finally, ° 
the communication between the duke of Belling 
and Soult being free, Beresford's corps would have 
been endangered, es 

2° Lo adopt Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo asthe: 
base of movements, (aud ta operabe tr conpenction rit 
Beresford, the duke det Parque, and Romana, by 
the line of Selamanca, while Cuesta and. Venegas 
occupied the attention of the first andf ourth cons 
on the Lagus, The objections to this line wweig, 
thut it separated the ‘British troops’ from the most 
eficiont and most numerous, and obliged: them, fo 
act with the wenkest and amost irregular of the 
Spanish armies ; that it whandoned Cuesta to the 
ruin which his headstrong jumeur would gortainly 
provoke; and as the loss of Seville or of Lishon would 
inevitably follow, the instructions of the English 
ministers, (which enjomed the defence of the latter 
city as parnmount to every object, seve the military 
possession of Cadiz.) would lave been neplected.,.% 
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"1.9% To-march upon Plasencia and Almaraz, form Oar. 
ajunction with Cuesta, and advance against Madrid, ——— 
while Menegus operated in the same view, by the 
fne of La Mancha. The obstacles in the way 
of this plan were—1°. That it exposed Cuesta’ to 
be defeated by Victor before the junction; and 
after the junction, the combinations would still be 
dependent upon the accuracy of Venegas's move- . 
ments: 2°. ‘That sir Avthar Wellesley's march, 
with referente to Soules corps, would be a flank 
march; an unsafe operation at all times, but, on 
this occasion, whon the troops must move through 
the'long and narrow valley of the Tagus, peculiarly 
dangerous. Nevertheless, this line was adopted, 
nor were the reasons in favour of it devoid of force. 
The number of Wrench immediately protecting 
Midrid was estimated at fifty thousand ; but confi- 
dential officers, sont to the head-quarters of Cuesta 
ad Venepas, had ascertained that their strength 
was not overstated at thirty-cight thousand, for the 
fxst, and twenty-five thousand for the second ; all 
well armed and equipped, aud the ‘last ¢ertainly 
the best'and most ofliciont army that the Spaniards 
had yet brought into the field, Now the English 
force in Portugal amounted to thirty thousand 
men exclusive’ of the sick, twenty-two thousand 
being under arms on the fronticy, and cight thousand 
atLisbon: here, then, wasa mass of ninety thousand 
regular troops that could bo brought to bear on fifty 
thousayg ; besides which there wero sir Robert Wil- 
son’s leption, about athousand strong, and the Spanish 
partidas of the Guadalupe and the Sierra de Bajar. 
The ridge of mountains which separate the 
valley of the ‘Tagus from Castile and Leon being, 
aes has bean already related, impracticable for avtil- 
2a2 
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lery, except at the passes of Bufios and Perales, it 


a was supposed that the twenty: Ahoustnd men under 
Beresford and the duke del Parque would be sufi.: 


1809. 
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cient to block those lines of imareh, and. that 
Romana, moving hy the Tras os Montes, might join 
the duke del Parque; thus thirty thousand men, sup- 
ported by two fortresses, would he ready’ to Proteet 
the dank of the British army in its marel from Pla 
sencia towards Madrid. But this was a vain caley- 
Tition, for Romana remained ostentatiously idle at 
Corufia, and siv Arthur Wellesley, never having seen 
the Spanish trosps in action, thought too well of 
thom; haying had no experience of Sprnish pto- 
mises he trusted them too far, and at the same 
time, made a false judgement of the force and posi- 
tion of his adversaries, The arrival of the sixth 
corps at Astorga und of the filth at Valladolid were 
unknown to him; the strength of the second corps, 
and, perhaps, the activity of its chief, were also 
underrated, Instead of fifteen or twenty thousand he- 
rassed French troops, without artillery, there were se- 
venty thousand fighting-men behind the mountains! 
The 27th of June, the Muylish amy, breaking up 
fromthe aunp of Abruntes, and, being mee 
in the following miner, annulieal into Spain — 


. 


" Artillery. 


Bix brigades, 30 guns, con! by maj-gen, Howorth, 
Cavalry, Pie 

Throo brigndos, 2047 subrox, com, by tegate Payne,’ 
Infuntry, 4‘ 


Ist div, of 4 brigades, O20 bayonets, conn by Itegon. Aberbrooke 
Qd do 2 do, d8d47 do, da. mnj-gon. Hill, 

Bd do 2 do. G7AG do. do, m«gon, Mackonzio 
4th do, 2 do, 2057 do. do. Deegom. we 

& diva. i a onenlh ig7i0 sabres wil duyonots, 

_ 1287 Engtneors, ar tillory, and waggon- tale 


» Chand total eee Q0gn7 mien, und 0 pieces of avtillery, 


s 
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SQesides’ this force, the 40th regiment, so long CWAP- 
detained at Sovillo by My, Frere, had arrived in : 
Lisbon, antl the troops on ther march from that city, July. 
being somewhat less than eight’ thousand bayonets; 
were organized in three brigades, eommanded by 
major-general Lightfoot and brigadier-gencrals Ro- 
Hert and Catlin Cravtud. But the leading brigade, 


ander Robert Craufurd, only quilted Lisbon on the 
98th of June. 
the amy moved by both banks of the Tagus ; 
one column proceeding through Sobreira Jormosa, 
the other by Villa Velha, where o hoat-bridge was 
established. ‘The Ist of July the head-quarters were 
at Castello Branco, and from thence the troops 
continued their route, in one column, by Moralejo 
and Coria; a flanking brignde, under general Don- 
kin, being directed thttough Ceelaven and Torijon- 
cillos, to explore the country between Zaraa Mayor 
and the Tagus. The Sth, the head-quarters were 
datablishod at Plasencia. ‘The fOth, the army ar- 
rived at that plnee, and was, soon after, joined by 
aregiment of cavalry und two battalions of infantry 
from Lisbon. 

At this period Cuesta was at Almaraz, and Vic- 
tor, of whose, intormedinte movements it is time to 
take notice, was wt Talavera do la Reyna, When 
that Marshal had retired from Torremocha, the valley semots 
of the Tagus was oxhansted by the long sojourn of Gipertio 
the fourth and fifth corps; but the valley of Pla-~ 
gencinawas oxtremely fertile, and untouched, and 
the duke of Belluno, whose troops, weakened by 
the tertian sickness, required good nourishment, 
resolved to taka post there, keeping a bridge at 
Bazagona, on the ‘Tietar, by which he eould, in 
‘two marches, fall upon Cuesta, if he ventured to 
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pays the Tagus at Almuraz ; at Plasoneia, also, he 


——— could open a communication with the second ang 


1800, 
July. 


fifth corps, and observe elosely the movements of 
the English wmy on the frontier of Portugal, The 
bridge at Buzagona liad been finished on the Q1stof 
June, and the Vreneh light troops were scouring:the 
country towards Plasencia, when the king, who had, 
already withdrawn a division of infuntry and a large 


part of the crvalry of the first corps to reinforce the ° 


fourth, ordered the duke of Belluno to retire instantly 
to Talavera, leaving“ rear guards on the Tietar and at 


Almaraz, This ordery which arvived the 22d of. « 
_ June, was the result of that indecision which none 


but truly great men, or fools, are free from ;-the 


_ first, because they can sea their way clearly through 


the thousand difficulties that cneumber ‘and be- 
wilder the mind in war; the last, because they see 
nothing. , Sah 

On tho present occasion, peneral Sebastiant had 
reported that Venegas was reinforced, tnd ready. to 
penetrate by Lt Mancha; and the king, swayed by 
this false information, disturbed by the march. of 
Cuesta, and still wove by Bluke's advance against 
Zuravoen (the result of which was then wiknown), 
Deeame so alarmed chat he commanded St. Cyr to 
move into Aragon, ‘repaired himscif. to Toledo, 
with his guards and reserve, withdrew: tho light 
cavalry und a divisiow of inkwutry from Victor, 
obliged that marshal to fall back on ‘Talavera ;and 
even commanded Mortiey to bring wp Uhe fifth corps 
from Vidladolid to Villu: Caslin, aear Avila: al- 
though, following Napoleon's orders, it should have 
gone to Salamanca, et 

In the hope of mecling Venegas, Joseph. had 
penetrated as far as the Jubulon river, in La Mancha;, 
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aid.as the Spaniard, fcarful of the tempest approach- GIAP, 


ing him, immediately took shelter in the Morena, 





the king, Jcaving some posts of the 4th corps at Tay, 


Toledo, restored the light cavalry to the first corps, 
‘and,. with his guards and reserve, returned to.Ma- 
did, But, while he had been pursuing a shadow, 
Victor was exposed to rent danger ; for the Jabulon 
ig 81x long mdrchies from Madrid, and hence, for 
ten days, the duke of Belluno, with only two divi- 
sions of infantry and two thousand cavalry, in all 
about fourtecn thousand men, had remained at 
Talayera without my support, although sixty thou- 
sand men were marching against him from different 
points. 

“Victor did not suffer as he might have done, but 
his numerical weakness was certainly the safety of 
Cuesta, “For that general, having followed the 
retreat of the first corps from Torromocha, crossed 
the Tapus, at Almaraz, on the 28d of June, and 
pushed an advanced puard towards Oropesa. Ie 
had: thirty-cight thousand men, yet he remained 
tranquil while (at a distance of only twelve miles) 


fourteen thousand lrench made a flank movement _ 


that lasted three days; and his careless method of 
acting, and his unskilful dispositions, were so evi- 
dent, that the’Fronch envalry, ‘fur from fearing, were 
preparing to punish him, when he suddenly took 
the alarm, ond, withdrawing to Almaraz, occupied 
himself in finishing his bridges over the Tagus. 
The 28th of June, Victor having removed his 
hospitals and depots from Arzobispo, had taken a 
position behind the Alberche, keeping, however, 
three battalions and the cavalry at Talavera, with 
advanced posts. at Calera and Gamonal; a small 
detachment, also, watched the cowse of the Tagus 
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Mee from the mouth of the Alburche to: that of the 
Sa Guadarama, and a moveuble- column: was ‘sentito 
July, Excalona, to observe the Vera de Plasencia; andthe 
passes leading upon Avila tn oxcenting. this re. 
trograde movement, Victor, having no Means of 
sBomtle's transport, burnt ton out of the fifteen Pontoons 
Qycaions supporting his bridge over the Tietur, and, for ‘thoy 
Msg, sume reason, he threw vw considerable quantity: of 
powder and shot into the river. Tis troops! had 

been for. fow days on quarter rations, ‘and-wer 
sulering from sickness and hunger, -and-ag the 
Tagus was fordablo in several pluces, the danger of 

his position is evident; the British were, lowever, 

still at Abrantes, and Cuesta knew not how to profit 

by: this opportunily before the king retuned ‘from 

La: Mancha, : " ae 

» Such was the position of the different armies 

when the British general wrived at Plasencia: He 
lad.seen Soult's letters, foul upon general Trane 
ceschi, and thus ascertained that the second:corps 

was at Zamora, and from. Franceschi luimself;: who 

passed asa prisoner, at the sume time, he learned 

the arrival of the fifth corps nt Valladolid; but the 

march of Nuy'’s corps was not suspected, and the 

tenor of Soul's letters led to the notion that! Gal- 

licie was to be retdined. A letter ‘of’ Victor's: to 
Joseph, dated the 23d of June, and written :in-the 

most desponding language, lid. been likewise: i. 
tercepted ; and, as Soult’s correspondence also gave 
aostrong picture of Ads diflieudties, the general 
impression, that. the Vrench armies were not only 

wouk but utterly dismayed, was: rather augmented 

than Jessened by this information. Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, however, could not but have ‘some 
distrust, when he knew that dee corps were beyond 
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the mountains, on his left, and though fer from 
suspecting’ the extent of his danger, he took addi- 
tional precautions to protect that Hank, and renewed 
‘his instructions: to Beresford to wately the enemy's 
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movements, and to look carefully to the defence of Ble A,Wole 
ORIG 


the Puerto Perales, But tho pass of Bafios was 
pstill. to be guarded, and for this ponak sir Arthur 
applied to Cuesta, 

‘Lhe Spanish genoral was at first unwilling to 
detach. any men to that quarter, yet finally agreed 
that two battalions from his army and two others 
from the town of Bejar, at the other side of the 
pass, should unite to defend Bafios, and that the 
duke del Parque should also send a detachment 
to the pass of Perales. Although these measures 
appeared sufficient to obviate danger from Soult’s 
corps, weekened ag it was. supposed’ to be, they 
were evidently futile to cheek the real force under 
that marshal; and they were rendered absolutely 
ridiculous by Cuesta, who sent two wenk battalions, 
of three. handred men each,.and with only twenty 
younds of animunition per man: and this was only 
wpart of a system which alreidy weighed neeyy 
ot the Ti iglish poneral, 

The 10th, sir Arthur Wellesley had iieceda to 
Cuesta’s heud-quarters, near ‘the Col de Mirabete, 
tocconfer with him on their future operations, Ever 
since ‘the affair of Valdez,. in 1808, the junta: had 
heen sorely afraid of Cuesta, and, suspecting: that 
ho-was meditating: some signal vengeance, ‘they 
endeavoured to raise up rivals: to his powers: In 
this view they had. lavished: honours and authority 
upon Bhtke, and when the defeat at Belchite 
crushed their hopes in that quarter, they tuned 
their eyes: upon Venepas, and increased his forces, 
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Nook taking: cure to give lin the best troops, Still, 
a= Creates foree was formidable, ind to yedues it” 
say. was the ohject both of Mr, Frere end the jantg 
; the motive of the first being’ to elevate the dukd | 

of Albuquerque; the intention of the others boing 
merely to reduce the power of Cuesta, areal 

But whatever might have been the latter's ulli:, 

mate intention with respect to the junta, it is corialit 

that his natural obstinacy nnd violence were greatly 
increased by 2 knowledge of these proceedings, and 

that he was ill-disposed towurds the English general; 

as thinking him a purty concerned in the intrigiies! 
When, therefore, sir Arthur, ut the instigation’ of 

Mr, Frere, proposed that a draft of ten thousaiil 

sira Wot Spanish troops should be detached towards Avila 
fos ie and Sepyovia, Cuesta replied that it must be done 
denen by the British, and absolutely refused to. furnish 
vert) 18 ove than two battalions of infintry and a few 
eavalry to strengthen sir Robert Wilson’s. pavtiza 

corps, which was destined to wet on the enemy's right 

This determination again bnflled My, Prere’s pro 

ject of placing the duke of Albuquerque at thé 

. head of an independent force, and obliged ‘the 
supreme jinta to fill upon some other expedient for 
reducing Cucste’s power; however it was fortunate 

that the old Spaniard resisted the proposal, becatisé 

the ten thousand men would have gone straight 

into tho midst of the fiflh corps, which, in expec 

tation of sueh a movement, was then at Villa 
Castin, and, having been rejoined hy the detach 

ment of colonel Briche, from Catalonia, was cigh- 
teen thousand strong, and supported by Kellerman’s 
division of cavalry at Valladolid, ree 
The discussion between the generals lasted tivo 
‘days; but, with the approbation of the supreme 
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“junta, it was finlly agreed that the British and ousr. 


Spanish armies, wider sir Arthur and Cuesta, should 





march, on the 18th, against Victor, and that aay. 


Venegas, advancing, at the same time, through La 
Mancha, should leave Toledo and Aranjues to his 
left, and push for Puente Duenas and Villa Mau- 
rique on the Upper Tagus, If this movement should 
& ay , 
draw Sebastiani, with the fourth corps, to that side, 
Venegas was to keep him in play while the allied 
forees defeated Vietor, If Schnastiani disregarded 
it, Vencgas was to cross the Tagus and march upon 
Madrid, from the south-cast, while sir Robert 
Wilson, reinforced by some Spanish battalions, 
menaced that capital from the opposite quarter. 

- Provious to entering Spain, sir Arthur had ascer- 
tained that the valleys of the Alagon and the Arago 
and those between Byjar and Ciudad Rodrigo were 
fertile and capable of nourishing his army, and he 
had sont commissarics to ul] these points to purchase 
miles, and to arrange with the alvaldes of the dif 
ferent districts for the supply of the troops, He 
had obtained the warmest assurances, from the su« 


preme junta, that every needful article: should bo 


forthcoming, and tho latter had also sent the inten 
dant-general, don Lonzao de Torres, to the British 
head-quarters; with fall powors to forward all ar- 
rangements for the supply of the English soldiers. 
Relying upon these preparations, sir Arthur had 
crogsedl the frontier with few moans of transport and 
without magazines, for Portugal could not furnish 
what was required, and, moreover, the Portuguese 
peasants had an insuperable objection to quitting 
their own coumiry; a matter however apparently of 
little consequence, because Mr. Frere, writing olli- 


B64 HISTORY OF THE 


hoo cinlly at the time, deseribed the people of Estroma. 

nee o~ Lun as viewing “ the war in the light of a crusade, 

July. and carrying iton with all the enthuvlaan of suich 4 
cause |” 

From Castello Braneo to Plasencia is but seven 
days’ march, yet thet short time was sufficient to 
prove the bad fuith of the junta, and the illusion . 
under which Mr, reve Jaboured. Neither mules” 
for the transport of wmuanition and provisions, nar 
the promised help of the authorities, nov aid af 
any kind could be prov ured; and don Lonzano’ de’ 
Torres, although, to sir Arthur, he freely acknow- 
ledged ‘the extent of the evil, the ill-will of the 
inhabitants, and the shameful conduct of the supreme 
junta, afterwards, without shame, assorted that the 
British troops had always received and consumed 
double rations, and were in want of nothing: ap 
assartion in which he was supported by don Martin 
de Garay, the Spanish sceretiry of state; the whole 

Anventiss J proceeding being a concerted pln, to allord the 
junta a pretext for justifying their own, and casting 
vslur upon the English general's conduct, if any 
disasters should happen, 

Six Arthur Wellesley, seriously alumed: for the 
subsistence of his army, wrote, upon the. 16th, to 
Mr. Frere and to general O'Donoghue, the chief of 
Cueste’s sluts representing to bath the distress of 
the troops, and intimating his resolution ot Lo proceed 
beyond the Alberche, unless his wants were immedi- 
ately supplied; faith, however, to his agree 
ment with Cuesta, he prepared to put his foree'in 
motion for that river. Lt was known at Plagencia, 
on the 16th, that Ney had retrented from Coralia; 
but it was believed, that lis corps lad been recalled 
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to Trance, and no change took place in the plan of citar, 
eampaign. Tt was not suspected thit the sixth corps 
had'then been sixteen days at Astorga! aay, 
The valley of the ‘Tagus, into which the army was 
about to plunge, is intersected by several rivers, with 
ragged banks and deep chamiels; but their courses 
-being very little out of the parallel of the Tagus, 
-tho Alberche is in a manner enclosed hy the Tictar. 
Now, sir Robert Wilson, having a detuchment of 
four thousand Portuguese and Spanish troops, had 
ascended the right bank of the latter river, and 
gained possession of the passes of Arenas, which 
Iend upon Avila, and of the pass of San Pedro 
Bernardo, which leads upon Madrid; in this post- 
tion he covered the Vera de Plasencia, and threatened 
Victor’s communications with the capital. The gomes 
French’ marshal was alarmed, and a movement of fear of 
the whole army in the same direction would have Mes: 
obliged him to whandon the Lower Alborehe; be- 
cause, two inarches elected beyond Arends, in the 
direction of Lsealona and Maqueda, would have 
placed sir Arthur Wellesley between the first corps 
and Madrid. But, on the other hand, the line ‘of \ 
country wus Loo rugged for rapid movements ‘with 
alarge body; and it was necessary first to secure 
‘a junction with Cuesta, because Victor, having 
recovered his third division. onthe 7th of July, 
was again at the head of twenty-five thousand men. 
With such a foree he could not be trusted near the 
Spaniards, and the British general therefore resolved 
‘to cross the Tictur, at the Venta de Bazagona, and 
march by Miajadas upon Oropesa. 
The 16th, two companies-of the staf’ corps, with 
‘a working: purty of five hundred men, marched from 
Plasencia to Bazagona, to throw a bridge over the 
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me OY . ie pee 
ook Tiatar. I he duke of Belle hud wasted many days 
ee it dragging up fifteen pontoons from the Tagus, tg 

July. form his bridge wt that place, aud when he retiied 
Bemotita HPN Tulavera, he destroyed the greatest part of ihe 
thn vie CMEP AC 5 but the Tnelish ofieer employed on 
Onto Cs occasion pulled down an old house in the 


Operations 

Msi “neighbourhood, felled some pine-trees ina wood 
three miles distant, nnd, wniting intelligences ‘with 
labour, contrived, without other aid than a fay 
hatchets and sus, in one duy, to throw a solid : 
bridge over the Tietur, , 

The 18th, the army evossed that river, and taking 
the route of Minjadus, renched Talaynela, 

Tho 19th, the main body halted ut Continello 
and Casa de Somas, ‘The advanced posts at Venti 
de St. Juliens. " 

The 20th, the troops reached Oropesas bit a3 
their marches had been long, und conducted through 
adifienlt comtry, they halted the 21st; on whieh 
day, Cuesta, who JIaul moved from Almaraz ‘by 
Naval Moral and Arzobispo, passed Oropesn, and 
united his whale foree at Velada, except a small 
detachment, which marched wlong the south bank 
of the Tagns, to threaten the Broneh by the bridge 
of Talavera, ; . ¥ 

The duke of Bellimo, aware of these movements, 
had supported Ii posts at Talavern with a division 
of infantry, which was disposed in. successive de- 
tachments behind that town, Dut his situation ap- 
peared critical, beenuse the allies, covered hy the 
Alberche, might sl puin w march and reach Tisea- 
lone before him; and from thenee either push for 
Madrid, by the pass of Brinete, or, taking post at 
Mayueda, cut him off from the capital, Tis sources 
ol information were however sure, and he contented 
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himself with sending 0 regiment of igang to. Cazar SNAP. 


do Esealona, to watch the Upper Alberehe, and to 


support the moveable column opposed to sir Robert July. 


Wilson. 
“The Q1st, the allies being between Oropesa and 


Vlada, Victor reenled all his foraging’ parties, 
‘alicrcd his. line of retreat: from the Madrid to the 
Toledo voad, removed his pare from St. Ollalla to 
Covolla, and concentrated two divisions of infantry 
behind the Alberche, 

The 22d, the allies moved in two columns, to 
drive the Ivench posts from Talavera, and Cuesta, 
marching by the high road, came first up with the 
enomy’s rear-puard, near the village of Gamonal ; 
then. commenced a display of ignorance, timidity, 
and absurdity, that las seldom been equalled in war ; 
the past defonts of the Spanish army were rendered 
quite explicable ; the litde fruit derived from them 
by marshal Vietor quite. inexplicable, General 
Latow Maubourg, with two thousand ‘dragoons, 
came holdly on lo-the table-land of Gamonal, and 
gustaining « cannonade, not only checked ' the 
head of the Spnnish lending column, but actually 
obliged general Zayas, who commanded it, to dis. 
play-his whole line, consisting of fifteen thousand 
infantry and three thousand tavalry; nor did. the 
Trench horsemen give buck at all sqpntil the appear. 
ance of the red uniforms on their right informed 
them that it wns tima to retire, Then, and. not. till 
then, Latour Manhourg, supported by someinfantry; 
retreated behind the Alberche, end: without loss, 
although many batteries, and at least six thousand 
Spanish horae, were close on his rear; the lattex 
could never be induesd to make even a partial 
charge, however favourable the opportunity, and by 
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fivo o'dovk the whole French army was safely eonds 
centrated on its position, Ruflin’s division on thg. 
left touched the Tagus, md protected the bridge 
over the Alborche, which was more inmediately: 
defended by a regiment of infantry and fourteen 
picees of artillery, Villutte’s and Lapisse’s divisions, 
drawn up in suecessive lines, on kome high prom 
that overlooked the swurounding country, formed 
the right; the heavy cavalry wero in second fing 
near the bridge, and. in this giluation Victor rested 
the 22d and 28d," : 

Tt was at all times diffienlt to obtain accurate ine 
formation from the Spauiuds by gentle means; 
hence, the French were usually better supplied with 
intelligence than the British, while the native 
generals never knew anything about the enomy, 
until they fel the weight af his blows, Up to this: 
period, sir Arthur's best sources of information liad 
been the intercepted letters af the French 5 and now; 
although the latter had been in the same position, 
and without any change of wunhers since the 7th, 
the inhabitants of Talavera eould not, or would not; 
give any information af their ateength ov situation; 
nor could any reasonwble enleulution be formed ‘of 
cither, until some Hnglish oflivers crossed the Tagug;: 
and, from the mounting on the left bunk of tat: 
river, saw the dPrench position ia reverse. The. 


“goneral outline of an tttack was, however, aprect 


upon for the next morning, but the details were 
unsettled, and when the English commander came 
to arrange these with Cuesta, the letter was gone 
to bed!) The British troops were under ams at 
three o'clock the next morning, Cuesta’s stall were, 
however, not aroused from slumber until seven 
, : 5 : 

o'clock, and the old man finally objected to fight 
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' that day; alleging, sumong other abstud yéons, 
that it was Suaduy. There was: something niore® 
than absurdity in these ‘procovdings. * Victor, who: 
was not ignorant of the weak points’ of his own 
position, romainad tranquil: the 23d, being’ well 
qssured that no attack would take pliie, for it is 
cortatn that -he had «a correspoudenee with some of 
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the Spanish stall, and the sceret discussions between: 


sr. Arthur Wellesley atd Cuesta, at which only one 
"staff. officor of -enel: party was: present, became’ 
known to the enemy in twenty-four hours: alter; 
indeed, Cuesta was himself suspected of treachery 
by.many, yet-nppurently without reason, 

vn the course of the 23d,: the Spanish: officer 
commanding the advanced posts, reported, that ‘the 

Trench guns were withlvawn, and that it was ovi- 


dent: thoy meant to retreat ; Cuesta then became! 


willing. to attack, and oneal in concert. with 


sirArthuy Wellesley, to examine Victor's position, : 
when, to the surprise of the English commander, the’ 
Spaniard! vrriveil in. a coach, thw by six horses, to", 
perform: this duty, and as the inequalities of the’: 
‘ground obliged him to descend: from his vehicle, he’ 


cast himself at the foot ofa tree, and ie a few mo- 
“ments went to sleep: yet he was always trendy’ to 
censure and td thwart every proposal of his able 
coadjutor, ‘This: time, however, he consented to 
fall upon the onemy, and the troops were in motion 
eatly in tho mor ning of the 24th; but tie duke of 


Belluno was again duly informed of their intention,’ 


and having withelra wh his moveable column from 
Escalona, and relinquished the ‘voud to Madrid, 
retreated during’ the night to Torrijos. Thus, the 
first combination of the allies failed entirely, and 
each hour the troops of the enemy were accumu- 
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Latin ornd them; for Venogas, who should have 


———-~ been at Lente Duenas, high up on the Tagus, had 


4800, 
duly. 


not even passed Dunyel ; the king was collecting 
his whole strength ti trout, between Toledo and 
Talavera, and Soult was fast eathering his more 
formidable power behind the mountains of Bejar,. 

Tho English general was indeed still ignorant 
of the danger which threatened him from the Sala. 
manca country, ov le would, doubtless, have with. 
drawn at once to Plasencia, and seenred his com. 
munications with Lisbon, and with Beresfords 
troops; and other powerful vensons were not wank 
ing to prevent his farther wlvance, Before he quit: 
ted Plasencia he had completed contracts with the 
alealdes, in the Vern de Plasencia, for two hundred 
and fifty thousand rations of forme and provisions ; 
this, tovether with what he luul before collected, 
would have furnished supplies for ten or twelve 
adays, a sullicient time to beat Victor, and cany the 
amy into a fresh country ; but, distrustful, as he 
had reason to he, of the Spaniards, he again gave 
notice to Cuesta aid te janti, that sevonn rn 
Anpercoun he would not move, unless his wants 
wore immediately supplied ; for, litherto the ra. 
tions contracted for Ind not beau delivered, and his 
representations to the junta and to Cuesta were, 
hy both, equally disrezarded ; there were no means 
of transport provided ; the troops were already on 
Jess than hall sdlownnee;  thsolute  funine- ap- 
proached, and wher the jeneral demanded food for 
his soldiers, at the hands of those whose cause he 
emne to defend, he was answered with false excuses, 
and insulted by filse statements, Under any cits 
ermstances this would have forced him to halt, but 
the advance having been made in the cxereise: of 
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‘higown discretion, and not the command his UA 
government, there could be no room for hesitation }-—— 
wherefore, remonstrating warmly, but manfally, Tay, 
with the supreme juota, he announced his resolu- gi. wot 
tion to go no further, nay, even fo withdraw from ey ina 


dence, 


Spain allogether. dene 
It-is evident that without these well-founded Pe 1810. 


reasons for pausing, Cuestes conduct, and the state, 
of his army, oflered no solid ground for expecting 
success by continuing the forward movement ; yet 
the faithless and perverse conduct of the supreme 
junta, although hidden as yet from sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley, fur execeded the measure even of Cuesta’s 
obdurate folly. ‘That body, after having agreed to 
the plan upon which the wmies were acting, con- 
duded, in the fulness of their ipnoranee, that the 
combined troops in the valley of the Tagus would 
be sufficient to overthrow Joseph, and, therefore, 
secretly ordered Venegas not to fulfil his part ; 
arguing to themselves, with a cunning stupidity, 
that it would be a master-stroke of policy to save 
him from any chimee of a defeat, and hoping thus 
to-proserve wv powerlul force, under one of their own 
creatures, to muitin their own power, This was 
the cause why the army of La Mancha had failed to 
appear on the Paens: and thus, the welfare of mil- 
lions was made the sport of men, who yet were 
never tirecl of praisingy themselves, and have not 
failed to find admirers elsewhere. 

“As the Spaniards ure perfect masters of the art of 
saying every thing and doing nothing, sir Arthur's | 
remonstrances drew forth many official statements, 
plausible replies, and pompous assertions, after their 
mantier, but produced no amelioration of the evils 
complained of. Mr. Frere, also, thiuking it neces- 
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sary # make some apology for himsel!, ngserted 
that the evil was deep rooted, and that he had had 
neither time nor power Lo armupe ny regular plan 
for the subsistence of the Faglish armies, But all 
the evils that blighted the Spanish cause were deep 
seated, and Mr Frere, who could hot: arrange. 
plan for the subsistence of the troops, that indispen- 
sable preliminny to military operations, and which 
was really within his provinee, thought. himsele 
competent to direct all the operations themselves 
which were in the provinee of the generalsy:: Ha 
had found Jeistwe to meddle in all the intrigues of’: 
the day; to aim at making and uumaking: Spanish 
commanders; to insult sir John Moore ; to: pester 
sir John Cradoek with warlike advice; and to.an 
range the plan of campaign for sir Arthur Wellesley’s 
anny, without that oflicer's concurrence, : na! 
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Toe English general's resolution to halt at Tala. nar. 


--yera made little impression upon Cuesta. A French - 


corps had retrewed before him, and Madrid, nay, 
the Pyronnees themselves, instuntly rose on the 
view of the sanpuine Spaniard + he was resolved. to 
be-the first in the eupital, and he pushed forward 
in pursuit, reckless alike of military discipline and 
ofthe friendly warnings of sir Arthiw, who vainly 
admonished him to open his communications. as 
quickly as possible with Venepns, and to beware 
how he let the enemy know that the British and 
Spanish winies were separated. In the fulness of 
his arrogant vanity, Cresta erassed the Alberehe an 
the 24th, and being unable to ascertain the exnet 
route of the French, pursued them, by the voud of 
Toledo, as farus Cebolla, and, by the road of Ma- 
dvd, as fu as EL Bravo, On the 24th, still 
inflated with pride, he caused the troops at Ce 
bolla ta move on to Torrijos, and marched himself 
to St, Ollalla, as if chasing a deer, but the 26th 
hé discovered? that he had Been hunting a tiger, 
Meanwhile sir Arthur Wellesley, foresecing: the 
consequence of this imprudence, had sent general 
Sherbrooke, with two divisions of British infantry 
and all the cavalry, across the Alberche, to. Ca- 
mlegas, where, being centrically situated with 
respect, to Talavera, St. Ollalla, and Jéscalona, he 
could support the Spaniards, and, at the same time, 
hold communieation with sir Robert Wilson, who 
had been al the latter lown since the 28d, Buta 
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ook prout and sigual erisis was wt hand, the full impor. 
— oo lunee of which enmot he well understood without 
July. an exnet knowledge of the situation and proceed. 


ings of all the armies involved in this complicated 
eampupn, % 
The sOth of dune, Soult, when at Zamora; hed 
received a despatch trom the emperor, dated neap 
Ratishon, conferring on him the supreme command 
of the second, fifth, and sixth corps, with order 
to concentrate them, and act decisively against. the 
English,  Wedlestey,” said Napoleon, “ will pro. 
bably advance, by the Lagus, against: Madrid sin 
that case, pass the mountains, full on his flank 
and rear, aud crash hin; for, at that distance, 
and without other information than what his own 
sagacity supplied, this all-knowing: soldier foresaw 
the leading operations even as soon and as certainly 
as those who projected them. The duke af Dal- 
mativ immediately imparted these instructions to 
the king, und, at the same time, made known: his 
own opinions anc desipus with respect to the pro. 
bable projects of the allies, Tle was ignorant-of 
the precise object and exact position of sir Arthur 


Wellesley, bat, judging from the coasation of hos. 


tility in the north, that the English were in march 
with the desipn of jointiuy Cuesta, find acting by 
the line of the Tugus, he proposed to concentrate 
the third corps nt Salamanca, besiope Cindad Ro- 
drigo, und menace Lishou, which, he justly observed, 
would bring the English amy lack ¢o the northern 
provinces of Povtugal; and if, us some supposed, 
the intention of sir Arthur was to wnite, at Bre 
ganca, with Romana, und open the eampnign to the 
north of the Doura, the French army would still 
he ina suitable position (1 oppose them, 
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- Tn pursuance of this opinion, Soult ordered Mor- onal: 


~ ter to approach Chua Rodrigo, with the double = 
view. of preparing for the siege and covering the July. 


quarters of refreshment so much needed hy the 
second corps after its fatigues. Ney also was 
directed to march with the sixth corps, by the left 
bank of ‘the Fsla, to Zamora; but the spirit of 
discord was strong, and it was at this moment that 
the king, warmed by Scbastiani’s report, drew. the 
fifth corps to Villa Castin, while marshal Ney, 
holding it imprudent to uncover Astorga and Leon, 
mortified, also, at being placed wumder the orders 
of another marshal, refused to move to Zamora. 
Soult, crossed hy these mtoward circumstances, 
sent the division of light cavalry, under his brother, 
and one of infantry, commanded by Tleudelet, from 
Zomora and Toro lo Salamenea, with orders to ex- 
plore the course of the Tormes, to observe Alba and 
Ledesma, and especially to seour the roads leading 
upon Cindad Rodrigo and Plasencia: these troops 
relieved a division of druoons belonging to Keller- 
man, who was still charged with the general govern 
ment of the province, 

The 10th of July, the march of the British upon 
Plasencia heeame known, and it was manifest that 
sir Arthur hail uo design lo net north of the Douro ; 
wherefore the duke of Dalmatia resolved to advance, 
with the remainder of the second corps, to Sala- 
manen; and, partly by authority, partly by address, 
he obliged Ney to put the sixth corps in movement 
for Zamora, leaving Vournier’s dragoons to cover 
Astorga aud Leon, Meanwhile, king Joseph, having 
yeturned from his fruitless excursion against Venegas, 
was at first ineredulous of the advance of sir Arthur 
Wellesley and Cuesta, bat he agreed to Soult’s pro- 
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nook Jeot against Ciudad Rodrigo, and ordered ‘Monte: 
rene retorn to Valladolid, where that marshal: avtived, 
as with Jiis first division, on the L6th of Julys: hig. 
second division, under general Gagan, halted, how. 
ever, at Medina del Campo and Nuva del Rey; on 
the route from Salumanca to Valladolid, and an 
advanced gaard was sent forward to Alba de Tormes, 
The L8th of July, Soult, being assured thatthe 
British army was on the eastern frouticr of Portugal, 
and that considerable reinforcements had been dis. 
embarked at Lisbon, beeune certain thet sir Arthur 
meant to operate by the line of the Theus, and 
therefore ayain addressed the king’ to move’ him to 
an immadinte siege of Cindad Rodrigo, promising 
to have the three corps under his awn command in 
full activity in fifteen days, provided his demands 
were caniplicd with, ‘the most important beiag— 
1. Phe fommtion of i battering-train y--2% The - 
—eoncentrition of an immense munber of detects. 
“ments, which werkened the active: corps p39, A 
reinforcement of filleen or twenly thousand cons 
scripts, drawn from Prange, to enable the of troops, - 
anployed on the line of communication, to jobrthe 
corps Cards, The first corps should, le said, 
continne to watele the Spanish army of Hstremas, 
Be dura, cau hy propardd wither ta préveut it from 
yerations uniting with the Mngtish to disturb the siege, or to 
join thy first, second, amd sixth corps, and give 
batth, if that should become ueeessary, The siega 
might thus be pressed vigorously, Ciudad: would | 
- fall, Almeida be next tivested, and the communica 
tions of the English arny, with Lishon, Chreatened. 
The V7th, the king replied, through marshal 
Jourdan, that he approved of the plan, bet had net § 
meas to meel several af Sauls cewmauls, wd: he 
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proposed thut the lutter should reinforee Kellerman CHAP: 
and Bonnet, with ten thousand men, to enable them —-—- 


to.seize the Asturias, and thus strengthen the.com- 
munications with France. This drew-from the duke 
of Dalmatia the following remonstrance -—" Under 
present circumstances we cannot avoid some sacrifice 
of territory. Let us prepare, first, by concentrating, 
ona few points capable of’ defence and covering the 
hospitals and depbls which may be on the extremity 
of-oun general position, This will not be so distress 
ingeas if may appear, because the moment we have 
beaten. and dispersed the eneny’s masses we shall 
recover all our ground.” Then reiterating his own 
advice, he conchided thus :—" Z conceive it impos 
sible:to finish this war by detachments. Tt is large 
masses only, the strongest that you can form, that 
will succeed.” It is remarkable thet: sir Arthur 
Wellesley, writing ut this time, says, “ZL conceive 
that the Lvench are dangerous only when in large 
masses,” 

Meanwhile, Hondelet’s division, having pushed 
back the advaneed guards af the duke del Parque 
upon. Gindad Rodrigo, ascertained that a great 
movement of troops was taking plice near that city, 
and that sir Arthur Wellesley, advancing quicker 
than was expéeted, had already reached Plasencia ; 
wherefore, on the 18th, Soult directed Mortier to 
march wpon Salamanca with the fifth corps, and, at 
the same time, reinforced Mendelet’s division with 
Merle’s; the latter's place, at Zamora, being sup- 
plied by a division of the sixth corps, the remainder 
of which continued on the Esla, fronting the Tras 
os Montes, ‘Uhus, not less than fifty thousand men 


were at or close to Salamanca, with their cavalry-. 


posts pointing to thé passes of Baflos, on the very 
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day that sir Arthur Wellesley crossed the Teta 


am to oflect his fection with Cuostr. Yet, neithey 


LHOD. 
July: 


throngh the duke del Parque, nor Beresford, nos 
the guerillns, nor the peusmtry, did intelligence of 
this formidable fret reneh him ! nat 

Having put the three corps in motion, Soul 
despatched general Poy to Madrid, with information 
of sir Aythar’s march, ond to arraneo the fntme 
combinations of the tivo armies, Zt is probable,” 
he said, " that the concentration of my army at Sa 
tamanca will oblige the Lngtish general to change his 
plan; but, if he shall alr ready have advanced on the 
road to Madrid, we should assemble all our forces, 
both on the Lagus and on this side, fall upon. him 
altogether, and crush him. Thus, his campaign will 
be Jinished, and our operations may ga on with ad- 
vantage.” Voy arrived, the 22d, at “Madrid; and, 
a fow hows afterwards, intellivence reached. the 
king that the allies were at Talavera, in front of 
the first corps, and that sir Robert Wilson Qvhose 
atrength was much exaggerated) was at Escalona, 
The die was now cast, Joseph direeted Soult: to 
marveh immediately upon Plasonein; then, leaving 
general Bolliard, with only dhree thousnid men in 
the Retiro, set aut himsell, with his prards and 
reserve, hy the roul ‘of Mostoles, to‘join Vietor-at 
Taluvern, ‘The 28d, being ut Naval-Cameiro,. he 
reevived notion that the first corps would retreat 
that night to Torrijos, and, in two-days, would ‘le 
behind the Cuadaramna river; whereupon, tuning 
to the Jelt, Joseph deseended the Guadarama to 
Vegas, and eflested his junetion with the duke of 
Bellin on the 25th. ‘ 

During this time, Sehustinni, who had) been 
wiuching Venegas near Damyel, deecived that gene 
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yal, and,sreturning to Toledo by foreed marches, CHAR, 


left three thousand men there, with the design of 
obliging: him to cross the Tagua, at Aranjues, . With 
the remainder of the fourth corps Scbastiani joined 
the king, and thus nearly fifty thousand fighting 
men and ninety picces of artillery were concen- 
vated, ‘on the morning of the 26th, behind the 
Guadarama, and within a few miles of Cuesta’s 
advanced guard. But, on the side of the allies, the 
main body of the Spaniards was at St. Ollalla; 
Sherbrooke with two divisions and the cavalry, at 
Casalegas, and the rest of the English in Talavera. 
So that, while the French were concentrated and in 
full march to attack, the allies were separated in 
four nearly equal and unconnected parts, of which 
three were enclosed, as it were, ina net, between 
the Albercho and the Tagus! On such an occasion 
Napoleon would have been swift aud deadly. 

In retiring upon Toledo, instead of Madrid, the 
duke of Belluno showed himself an able com- 
mandor, Toledo was the strategic pivot upon which 
every movement turned; it was the central point, 
by holding which the amy of Venegas was sepa- 
rated from the allies on the Alberehe, _ If the latter 
advanced, Soult’s operations rendered every forward 
step a stride "towards ruin; if, leaving Venegas to 
his fate, they retired, it must be rapidly, or there 
would be neither wisdom nor safety in the measure. 
The king knew that oy would reach Soult: the 
24th, and us that marshal had already assembled 
his army sbout Salamanca, which was only four 
day's march from Plasencia, he might be inthe 
valley of the ‘Tagus by the 80th; hence, to insure 
complete success, the royal army needed only to 
keop the wllics in check for four or five days. 
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Hook This was the plan that Soult had recommeniled 
wee thatthe king promised to follow, and that ninishal 


1 
J 


ua 
ul; 


0, 
Jourdan streniously supported. The unskiltid 


proceedings of Cuesta and Venous, the separation 
of tho’ allies, Ghe distressed state of the English 


my, aelolly on the verge of fuming, (a ero.” 


stance that, could hardly be unknown to Victor,) 
greatly facilitated the execution of this project, 
which did not preelnde the kings [rom punishing 
the folly of the Spanish general, whose mmMy, seat. 
tered und without order, discipline, or plan, 
strongly invited an attiek, \ 
LT haves said that Cuesty was following a tiger: 
he had some faint perception of his danger on-the 
26th, and he gave orders to retreat on the 26th; 
but the French, suddenty, passing: the Giadarama, 
at two o'clock in the morning af that day, quickly 
drove the Spanish cavalry out of Torrijos, and pur. 
sted them to Alenbon; where general Zayas hod 
drawn up four thousand fuftulry, two thousmid 
horsemen, mid cight puns, on a plain, and now 
offered battle, : 


COMBAT OF ALCABON, = 

The Spanish right vost! on the road of Domingo 
Pores, and the Tefe on a chapel of the same nanie, 
The French cavalry, under Latour Manhourg, ad- 
vanced ina parulel dine against the position and 
wecannonnde commeneed ; bat at that moment, the 
head of the French infantry appeared in sight,,the 


Spaniards broke, und fled in disorder towards St, 


Ollulla, followed, at full gallop; by the horsemen, 
who pressed them so sorely that the panie would, 
doubtless, have spread through the whole army,-but 


-foy the cowape of Albuquerque, whe, coming up 
8 a 


\ 
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with a-division af three thousand fresh cavalry, HAP 
held.the enemy in play, while Cuesta retreated, in ise retaed 
the greatest disorder, towards the Alhercha . . Suly. 
Aftor reaching St. Ollalla, the Hrench slackened 
their efforts; the main body halted there, the. ad- 
yanced guards, save a few cavalry-posts, did not 
pass EL Bravo, mul no attempt was made to profit 
from the unconnected position of the allies—a gross 
and palpeble error; for, cither by the sword or dis- 
persion, the Spaniards lost, on that day, not less 
‘than four thousand men, and such-was their. fear 
and haste that it required but a litte more perse- 
yerance in the pursuit to cause a general rout, Al- 
buquerque, lone, showed any front; but his efforts 
were unavailing, and the disorder contined to in- 
crease’ until general Sherbrooke, marching out of 
~-Conalogas, placed his divisions between the scared 
troops and the enemy, Still the danger was immi- 
nent; there wax no concert between the comman- 
dors, .the ground on the left of the Alberche. was 
unfivourable to aw retiring party, and, as yet, no 
position upon which the combined ‘forces could 
retire had buen agreed upon! What, then, would 
have been the consequenee if the whole Trench 
amy had borne down, compuct and strong, into 
theanidst of the disordered niasses ; 
oSir Arthur Wellesley, who, at the first alarm, 
liad hastened to the front, seeing the confusion 
beyond the Alberche, knew that a battle was at 
hand, and, being persuaded that in a strong 
defensive position only could: the Spaniards be 
brought to stand a shock, earnestly endeavoured to 
persuade Cucsta, while Sherbyooke’s people could 
‘yet cover the movement, to withdraw to Talavera, 
‘where there was ground suited for defence ; but 
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July. 


people were benten, dispirited, futigned, bewil: 
dered, clustering ann narrow slip of low, fat land, 
botween the Alberche, the Tagus, and the heights 
of Salinas, ancl the first shot fired hy the enemy 
niust have been the signal af defeat; yee itywag dy 
vain Ut sir Acthie Wellesley pointed out those 
things, andentroated of him to avoid the {allot the 
vock that trembled over his hend she replied, that 
his troops would be dishenrtened by any farther 
retrent, and that he would fight where he stood: tn 
this mood he passed the nieht, 

The 27th, at duyelight, the British general 
vonewed his solicitations, at first, fruidesslyy but 
when the enemy's cavalry came in sivht, and Shep. 
hrooke prepared to retire, Cuesta sullenly yielded, 
yet, turning to his stuff with frutie pride, observed 
that “Tle hud first made the Hnglishman: go down 
on his knees” Sir Avda Wellesley, by viriue of 
his genius, wow assimed the direction of both 
anviess Genera Mackengies division end abrigade 
of light cavalry were left on the Alberche, to cover 
the retroprade movement, sud the rest of the allied 
troops was xoon in full mareh for the position, 
whieh was about xis miles in the venr. Shy Robert 
Wilson, who lind yeteher! Naval Carneiro on the 
26th, mul opened a communicntion with Madrid, 
and who would certainly live entered that capital 
Dut for the approaching buttle, was also reealled, 
He retuned, on the 28th, to Bscnlona, and hung 
on the enemy's rear, but did not attempt to join the 
amy. ; 

Between the Alberche and the town of Talaver; 
the country was fat, and covered with olives and 
cork-trees ; but nearly parallel tu the ‘Tagua, andata 


o 





Wee PENINSULAR WAR, 


383 


distance -of about two or three miles, -a chain. of Har. 


" pound steep hills hounded the woody plain. Beyond — 





these hills, and separated from them by a deep and Tal. 


rugged 1 valley, something less then half a mile 
wide, was the mounte nin- acne id divides the 
ped of the Alberche from that of the Tietar, Hence, 
a line drawn perpendicularly from the Tagus would 
efoss the first chain of hills at the distance of two 
miles, and at two miles and a half would fall on the 
mountains. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, taking the town of .Tala- 
vera, which was built close to the river, as his 
fixed point, placed the right of the Spaniards there, 
drawing their anny " in two lines, with the left 
resting upon a mound, where a large field-redouht 
was constructed, and behind which a brigade of 
British light cavalry was posted; all this front. was 
covered by a convent, by ditches, mud walls, breast- 
works, and felled trees. The cavalry was posted 
behind the infuntry ; and the rear was supported by 
a large house in the wood, well placed, in case of 


defeat, to cover a retreat on to the main roads” 


leading from Taluvern to Arzobispo and Oropesa. 
In this position they could not be attacked seriously, 
nov their disposition he even seen, and thus, one- 
half of the Iihe unecessary té be occupied by the 
allies. was rendered newly impregnable, and yet 
held by the worst troops. 

The front of battle was prolonged by the British 
infantry. Campbell's division, formed in two lines, 
touched the Spanish left, and Sherbrooke's division 
stood next to Camphell’s, but arranged on one 
line only, because Mackenzic’s division, destined 
to form the second line, was then near the Al- 
berche. It was intended that Hill's. division should 
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HOOK close the lett af the British, hy taking post. on the. 
ri highest hil, ine the chain before mentioned... ng 
ty, bounding: the fat and woody counteys but, from, 
sone cui vuknown, the scnanit of this height 

was not immediately ovenpied, oe 

‘The whole line thus displayed was two milesin, 

length, the left resting on the valley beeen the: 
round bills and the mounttin, and the front covered. 

by wowaterseourse, whieh, commencing shout the: 
centre of the tine, opened deeply as cit passed. the: 

Jott and beenme a wide chasm in the valley, Pag 

of the Brifish cavalry was with pencral Mackenzie,, 

part in the plitin beyond the left, and part behind, 

the great redoubt, ut the junction of the allied: 
Appenilixy (roa) ss The British and Germans under arms: that 
day were somewhnt above nineteon thorsnnd sabres. 

and bayonets, with thirty puns, "Phe Spauiards,, 
alter their previous defeat, could only produee.fiom’ 
thirty-three to thirty-four thousand men, but dhey. 

hud seventy guns. ‘The combined army, therefore, 
offered battle with forty-fome thousand: infantry, 
nearly ten thousnnd cuviley, and a hundred pieces, 
of artillery; Uae Proneh enine on with eighty gungy, 
and, including the king's guards, nearly fifty thaw: 

sid men, of whieh seven thovwand were cayalry,, 
But what ov difference in the qnolity ef the troops! 
The Mreneh were all hardy veterans, while. the, 
genuine soldiers of the allied army did not exceed 
niveteen thousund, age EN 

The king passed the night of the 26th ab St 
Olalla, but put his troops in motion before days 
light, on the 27th, Latour Minhourg, with the 
eavalry, preceded the columm, und the first and; 
fourth corps, the royal guards, and reserve, fol- 
lowed in succession, The appearance of the leading 
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: gquadrons, near Caxlogas, hastened, as we have 
» geen, Cuestn’s decision, and, about one o'clock in 
the afternoon, the first corps reached: the heights 
of Salinas, from wheneo the dust of the allies, as 
they took up their position, could be perceived; 
but neither their situation nor disposition could 
be made out, on aceount of the forest, which, 
clothing the cowutry from the Tagua nearly to the 
foot of the first range of hills, masked all their 
evolutions. The duke of Belluno, however, being 
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well acquainted with the ground, instantly guessed Operations 


their true position, and, in pursuance of his ad- 
vice, the king dirceted the fourth corps against the 
left of the allies, the eavalry against the centre, 
and Victor himself, with the first corps, against the 
right: tho guards and the reserve supported the 
fourth corps, : 

Two good routes, suitable to artillery, led from the 
Alberche to the position, The one, being the royal 
road to Talavera, was taken by the fourth corps 
and the reserve; the other, passing through a place 
eflled the Case des Salinas, led dircetly upon sir 
Arthur Wellesloy's extrome left, and was taken 
by the first corps: but to reach this Casa, which 
was situated nea the plain in front of the British 
loft wing, it Was necessary té ford the Alberche, 
and to march for a mile or two through the woods. 
A dust, which was observed to rise near the Casa 
itself indieated the presence of troops at that 
place, and, in fact, general Mackenzie’s division, 
and a brigade of light cavalry, were there posted, 
the infantry in the forest, the cavalry on the plain: 
yet no patroles had heen sent to the front, and ‘this 
nepliyence pave rise to the 
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CUMBAT OF SALINAS, _ 

About three o'clock, Lapisse and Ruttin’s division 
having crossed the Alberche, marched in ty 
cols towards the Gas de Salinas, and theiy 
light infuutry cume xo suddenly on the British out: 
posts thet the latter were surprised, and -gir Ate 
thur Wellesley, who was in the Case, nearly fell into 
the enemy's hands, The Mvench columns followed 
briskly, and cluoyged so hotly, that the English bri 
gades were para and being composed princi: 
pally of young battalions, got into confusion, ong 
part fired upon another, and the whole were driven 
into the plain, But, iu the midst of this disorder, the 
forty-fifth, nstubborn old repiment, and some compas 
nies of tho fifth battalion of tha sixtieth, were seen in 
perfect array, aud when sir Arthur rede np to thes pot, 
the fight was restored, and maintained so stuiily, 
that the enemy wus ehecked, The infantry, sup. 
ported by two brigades of cavalry, ton crossed the 
plain, and regiined tho left and contre of the posi. 
tion, having Jost wbout four laudyed men, General 
Mackenzie, with one brigtule, immediately took post 
in second line helind the ponds; the other was 
commanded by colonel Donkin, who finding the 
hill on the left umocenpied, drew we there without 
orders, und so ace identully completed the position, 
The cavalry was formed in column behind the left 
of the line, 

Victor, animated by the success of this first ope- 
ration, brought up Villatte’s division, together with 
all the wrillery and light cavalry, to the Casa de 
Salinas, aud then, issuing: from the forest, rapidly 
evossedt the plain, advaneing, with a fine military 
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display, close up to the left of the position, where YAR, 
he seized an isolated hill, directly in front of colonel rie 


Donkin’s ground, and immediately opened a heavy 
eannonade upon that officer's brigude. Meanwhile, 
the fourth corps and tho reserve, approaching the 
right more slowly, and heing unable to discover the 
tre situation of Cuesta’s troops, sent their light 
cavalry forward to make that general. shew his 
lines, As the Ivench horsemen rode boldly up to 
the front, and commenced skirmishing with their 
pistols, the Spaniards made a general discharge of 
small arms, and then, as if deprived of all sense, 
ten thousand infuntry, and all the artillery, break. 
ing their ranks, fled to the rear: the artillery-men 
carried off their horses, tho infantry threw . away 
their arms, the adjutunt-general O'Donoghue was 
amongst the foremost of the fugitives, and even 
Cuesta himself was in movement towards the rear, 
The panic spread, und the French would fain have 
charged home, but sir Arthur Wellesley, who was 
at hand, immedintely flanked the main road with 
some English squadrons, and the ditches on.the 
other ‘sido rendered the country impracticable; the 
fire of musketry was then renewed by those Span- 
inrds who remained, the cnemy lost some men, and 
finally retreated, in disorder, * 

The greatest part of Cuesta’s runaways fled as far 
as Oropesa, giving out, that the allies were totally 
defeated ond the French army in hot pursuit; 
thus, the rear became a scence of incredible disorder ; 
the commissarics went off with their animals, the 
paymasters carried away their money chests, the 
baggage was scattered, and the alarm spread far 
and wide; nor is it to be concealed, that some 
English ofticers disgraced their uniform on this oc- 
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casion, Cuesta, however, having recovered from 2 


“his first alum, sent ny of his envalyy Yegiments to 


head the figitives, and drive them back and © part 
of the urtillery, aud seme thousunds of the. infantry 
were thus recovered during: the night; but, in the 
next day's fight, the Spanish amy was less by six 
thousand men than it should haye hoon, aid the 
great redoubt in the contre was silent for want ¢f 
puns, w 


COMBAT ON WIE EVENING OF DIE 270, me 

The hill on the Jett of the British my was {he 
key of the whole position. Uk way steep and meged 
on the side towards Uhe French, and it was rendered 
more inaccessible hy the ravine at the hottom, but 
towards the English side it was of a smoother ascent, 
Victor, however, obxceving' that the extreme su mit 
was uneceapicd and that Donkin's brigade wag 
fechle, conevived the design of seizing it by a sudden 
assault, ‘The sim was sinking, and the twilight 
and the confusion wong the Spaniards. on. the 
tight, appeared so fhvourable to his project, that, 
without communicnting with the king, he immedi« 
aely directed Rutlin's division to iuttack, Villatte to 
follow in’ support, anc Tupisse to fall on the 
German legion, se cas to erente wt diversion. for 
Raflin, but without engaphys seriously hingelf, 
Although the assault was quick und vigorous, colo- 
nel Donkin bet back the enemy in his front, but his 
foree was foo weak to defend every part, and 
many the Preneh tunning: his left, mounted to: the 
sunnnit hehind him, At this moment, general Hill 
was ordered to reinfores him, and it was not yot 
duk, when that ofiew, while triving’ orders .to 
the colonel of the 48th regiment, was shot at by 
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gome.troops from the highest point; thinking they 
were stragglers from his own ranks, firing at the 
cnemy, he vole up to them, followed by his bri- 
gade-major, Fordyce, and in a moment found him- 
golf in the midst of the Freneh. Fordyce was killed, 
and Hill's horse was wounded hy a grenadier, who 
immediately seized the bridle; but the general, 
spurring the animal hard, broke the man’s hold, and 
galloping down the deseont met the 20th regiment, 
and, without an instant’s delay, Jed them up with 
such a fierce charge, that the enemy could not sus- 
tain the shock. 

: The summit being thus recovered, the 48th regi- 
mont and the first battuion of detachments were 
immediately brought forward, and, in conjunction 
with the 20th and colonel Donkin’s brigade, | pre- 
sented a formidable front of defence, and in good 
tine} for the troops thus beaten back were énly 
that part of the 9th [rench regiment, which formed 
the advance of Ruilin’s «division; the two other 
regiments of that division liad lost their way in the 
yavine and’ hence the attack hud not ceased, but 
only stibsided for ‘a time,  Lapisse also was’ in 
motion, and soon after opened his fire against tlie 
German legion, and all the battalions of the 9th, 
being re-formed in one mass, again advanced up 
the fice of the hill with redoubled vigour. The 
fighting then became vehement, and, in the dark- 
ness, the opposing flashes of the musketry shewed 
with what « resolute spirit the struggle was main- 
tained ; the combatants were scarecly twenty yards 
asunder, and for e time thé event seemed doubtful ; 
but soon the well known shout of the British 
soldier was heard, rising above the din of arms, and 
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a the enemy's broken troops were driven once Mote 
eri into the ravine below: Lupisse, who hed made 
July. some impression on the German levion, immedi 


ately abandoned his lilac attack, and the fighting of 
the 27th ccased. The British lost about eight 
hundred men, und the French about a thotsand 
on that day. 

The bivouae fires now blazed up on both sides, 
and the French aud British soldiers were quiet; but, 
ahout twelve o'clock, the Spaniards on the right 
being armed at some horse in their front, opened 
a protligious peal of musketry and artillery, which 
continued for twenty minutes without any. object; 
and during the remainder of the night, the whola 
line was frequently disturbed by desultory firing 
from the lied troeps, by whieh several men ‘and 
oflicers were unfortunately slain, The duke of 
Balhino, who had leaned, from the prisoners, . the 
oxact position of the Spaniards, until then wknown 
to the French generis, now reported his. owh 
failuva to the king, and proposed that a sceond 
attempt should be mude in the morning, at day. 
light; marshal Jourdan apposed this, as being 
a partial enterprize, whieh could not lead to any 
great result; yet Vietor was so camest for trial, 
and, resting: his répresentation ost his: intimate 
knowledge af the pround, pressed the matter so 
hame, that he won Joseph's assent, and immediately: 
made dispositions for tho wttack, 

The guns of the first corps, being formed in one 
mass, on the height corresponding to that on which 
the English left was posted, were cnabled to com- 
mand the great valley on their own right, to range 
the summit of the hill iu their front, aud obliquely 
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‘- to-search tho whole of the British line to the left, 44? 
ag far as the great redoubt between the allied Tao57 
armies. July. 
~ Ruflin's division was placed in advance, and 
Villatte’s in rear, of the artillery; but the former 
kept one regiment close to the ravine, 

Lapisse oceupicd some low table-land, opposite 
to Sherbrooke’s division. : 

Latour Maubourg's cnvalry formed a reserve to 
Lapisse ; and general Beaumont’s cavalry formed a 
reserve to Ruflin, 

On the English side, general Ilill’s division was 
concentrated ; the cavalry was massed behind the 
left; the pare of artillery and hospitals established 
under cover of the hill, between the cavalry and 


Hill’s division. 


COMBAT ON TILE MORNING OF ‘TILE 264H. 

About daybreak, Ruflin’s troops were drawn 
up, two reghnents abreast, supported by a third, 
in-columns of battalions, and, in this order, went 
forth apninst the left of the British ; a part. moving 
directly apainst the front, and a part by the valley 
onthe right, thus embracing two sides of the hill. 
Their march was rapid and steady, they were fol- 
lowed by Villatte’s division, ‘and their assault was 
preceded hy « burst of artillery, that rattled round 
the height, and swept away the English ranks by 
whole sections. The sharp chattering of the muske- 
try succeeded, the French guns were then pointed . 
towards the British contre and right, the grenadicrs 
instantly, closed upon general IIill’s division, and 
the height sparkled with fire, ‘Che inequalities of 
the ground broke the compact formation of the 
troops on both sides, and small bodies were seen 
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here and there struggling for the mastery with all? 
the virulence of a single combat; in some - places 
the French grenadiors were overthrown at oneg, jn 
others they would not be denied, and reached the 
sammit, but the reserves were always ready. t6 
vindieate Uneir ground, and na permanent footing 
was obtained. Still the conflict was maintained 
with singalar obstinney 5 [fit himself was wounded, 
and his men were falliyr fist, yet. the. enemy 
suffered more, and gave back, step by step at first, 
and slowly, to cover the retreat of their wounded, 
but, finally, unuble to sustain: the increasing: fury 
of the English, and having lost above fifteen. hun, 
dred men iu the spree of forty minutes, the whole 
masa broke away in disorder, and returned. to theip 
own position, covered’ by the renewed play of their 
powerful artillery. uk 
To this destructive fire no adequate answer could 
be made, for the Tnglish guns were few, and of 
amall ealibre, and when sir Arthur Wellesley desired 
a reinforcement from Cuesta, the latter sent -hin 
ouly two pieces; yeb even those were serviceable, 
und the Spanish gunners fought them gallantly, 
Tho principal line of the enemy's retreat was by tho 
great valley, and a fiveurable opportunity fora 
charge of horse oeeareed, but unfertunately ‘the 
English cavalry, having retired, during: the night, 
for water and forage, were yet too distant to be of 
service. — However, these repented forts of the 
French against the hill, and the appearance of some 
of thoir light troops on the mountain, beyond the 
left, taught the Inglish general that he had -com- 
mitted a fault in not prolouging his flank ‘across the 


‘valley, and he hastened to rectify it. For this 


purpose, he brought up the principal mass af his 
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 eavalry behind his loft, with the leading squadrons AP. 
" Jooking into the valley, and having obtained, from 
Cuesta, general’ Bassecow’s division of infantry, July. 
posted it on tho mountiin itself, in observation of the 
French light troops. Meanwhile, the duke of Albu- 
querque, discontented with Cuesta’s arrangements, | 
came, with his division, to sir Arthur Wellesley, 
who placed him behind the British, thus displaying 
a formidable array of horsemen, six lines in depth. 
_ Immediately after the failure of Ruffin’s attack, 
king Joseph, having in person examined the whole 
‘position of the allies, from left to right, demanded 
of Jourdan and Victor if he should deliver a general 
battle. The former yeplicd that the great valley 
and the mountain being unoceupied, on the 27th, Letor 


. ‘ from Mare 
sit Arthur Wellesley’s attention should have been shal Jour. 


dan, MSS, 
diawn to the right by a feint on the Spaniards; 
that, during the night, the whole army should have 
been silently placed in column, at the entrance of 
the great valley, ready, at daybreak, to form a line 
of battle, to the left, on a new front, and: so have 
attacked the hill from whence Victor had been twice 
repulsed; Such a movement, he said, would have 
obliged the allies to change their front also, and, 
during this operation, they might have been assailed 
with hopes ofsuecess, But this project could not 
now be executed ; the Enplish, aware of their mis- 
take; had secured their left flank, by occupying the 
valley, and the mountain and their front were alike 
inattackable, Hence, the only prudent line was to 
take up: a position on the Alberche, and avait the 
effect of Soult’s operations onthe Fnglish rear.” 
“Marshal Victor opposed this counsel; he engaged _ 

to-carry the hill on the English left, notwithstand- 
ing his former failures, provided the fourth corps 
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July. that, if such a combination fuiled, Zé was: tine -to 


ment; and he finished his argument. by declaring 
renounce making war” “a 
The king was emberrassed., Uy own opinion 
coincided with Jourdan’s; bat he feared that Victor 
would enuse the emperor to believe a great. oppor. 
tunity had been lost; and, while thus wavering, a 
despatch arrived from Soult, hy whitch it-eppenred 
that his foree could only reach Plasencia. between 
the 2d and 5th of August. Now, a -detachment 
from the army of Venegas had already appeared 
near Toledo, that genoral’y advanced. puard was 
approaching Avanjuez; and the king was much 
troubled by the danger thus: thrcatening’ Madrid, 
because ull the stores, the reserve artillery, and the 
general hospitals of the whole army in Spain. wet 
deposited there ; and, moreover, the tolls received 
at the gates of that town formed almost. the only 
pecuniary resonres of his court; so narrowly did 
Napoleon reduce the expenditure of the - war, 
These considerations overpowered his judgement; 
adopting the worse and rejecting the better counsel, 
he resolved: ta suecour the capita, It, defore 
soparaling the army, determined to try the ‘chance 
ofa battle, Indeeisiin ish cancer it war: Joseph 
should have adhered te the plur arranged. with 
Soult; the advantages were obvious, the ultimate 
success ste, and the loss ol? Miudlrid was nothing 
in the scule, becuse it could only be temporary; 
but, if the king thought otherwise, he should: have 
decided to fight for it before; tut is, he should have 
drawn the fifth corps to hin, prepared. his plan, 


“and fallen, with the uimost rapidity, upon Cuesta, 


the 26th ; his advanced guard should have been on 
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the Alberche that evening, and, before twelve eueks 


o'clock on the 27th, the Enplish army would have 
been without the aid of a single Spanish soldier, 
But, after neglecting. the most favourable opportu- 
nity when his army was full of ardour, he now, 
with singular inconsistency, resolved to give battle, 
when his enemies were’ completely prepared, 
strongly posted, and in the pride of success, and 
when the confidence of his own troops was shaken 
by the partial action of the morning. 

While the French generals were engaged in 
council, the men on both sides took some rest, 
and the English wounded were carried to the rear; 
but the soldiers were ‘suffering from hunger ; the 
togular service of provisions had ceased for several 
days, and a few ounces of wheat, in the grain, 
formed the whole subsistence of men who had 
fought, anc who were yet to fight, so hardly. The 
Spanish camp was full of confusion: and distrust. 
Cuesta inspired terror, but no confidence, and Al- 
buquerque, whether from conviction or instigated 
by momentary anger, just as the French were 
coming on to the find attack, sent one of his staff 
to inform the Mnglish commander that Cuesta was 
betraying him. The aide-de-camp, charged with 
this message,” delivered it to’ colonel Donkin, and 
that officer carried it to sir Arthur Wellesley, The 
latter, seated on the summit of the hill which had 
been so gallantly contested, was intently watching 
the movements of the advancing enemy ; he listened 
to this somewhat startling message without so much 
as tuning his head, and then drily answering-—~ 
* Very awell, you may return to your brigade,” con- 


tinned his survey of the French. Donkin retired, 


fled with admiration of the imperturbable resolu. 
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K tion and quick penetration of the man; apd, indeed 
* i 


rae sir Arthur's conduct was, throughout that day, 
. ‘a 
Jn. sth na became a general upon whose vigilangs 


and intrepidity the fite of fifty thousand mena: 
pended. 


BATTLE OF TALAVERA, 
The dispositions of the Ereneh were soon com- 
pleted, Ruflin’s division, on the extreme Night, 
was destined to cross the valley, and, moving 
by the foot of the mountain, to tum the British 
left. ; ake 
Villatie’s orders were to menace the contested 
height with one brigade, and to puard the valle 
with unother, which, being strengthened by a bat 
talion of prenadiers, counceted Rufin’s movement 


with the mnin rtack, oe 


Tapisse, supported hy Tivtour Maubourg's dra. 
goons, and by the king's reserve, was instructed to 
pass the ravine in front of the English centre, and 
to fall, with half hia’ infintey, upon Sherbrooke’g 
division, while the other hall) comecting its attack 
with Villutle's brigade, mounted the hill, and made 
a (hird effort Co master Chat important point 

Milluud’s clriygoons were Jefe on the main road; 
opposite ‘Talavera, to ‘keep Che Spuniaeds in check; 
but the vest of the heavy cavalry was brought dnto 
the centre, behind general Sebustiani, who, with 
the fowth carps, wie ta asseil the right afi.the 
British amy. A part of the French light eavaliy 
supported Villatte’s bripnde in the valley, and apart 
remained jn reserve. 

A numberof guns were distributed among. the 
divisions, but the principal mass remained onthe 
hill, with the reserve of light cavalry ; where, also; 
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the duke of Belluno stutioned himself; to: direct the amar. 


movements of the first corps. : 

Trom.nine o’clock in the morning until sildeday 
the field of battle offered no appearance of hostility; 
the weather was intensely hot, and the troops, on. 
both sides, descended and mingled, without fear or 
suspicion, to quench their thirst at the little brook 
which divided the positions ; but, at one o'clock in 
the afternoon, the French. soldiers: were scen -to 
gather round their eagles, and the rolling of drums 
was heard along the whole line. Half an. hour 
later, the king’s puards, the reserve, and the fourth 
corps were deseried, near the centre of the king’s 
position, marching to join the first corps; and, at 
two o'clock, the table-laud and the height on the 
French right, even to the valley, were covered with 

‘the dark and lowering masses. At this moment 
some hundreds of Bnglish soldiers, employed : to 
carry the wounded to the rear, returned in one 
body, and were, by the French, supposed tobe sir 
Robert ‘Wilson’s corps joining the army; never- 
theless, the duke of Belhino, whose arrangements 
wero: now completed, gave the signal for battle, 
and eighty pieces of artillery immediately sent.a 
tempest of bullets before the light troops, who, 
coming on with the swiftness*and violence of a hail- 
storm, were closuly followed by the broad, black 
columns, in wl the majesty of war. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, from: the sunimit of tha 
hill, had a clear view of the whole field of battle ; 
and first he saw the fourth corps rushing forwards, 
with the usual impetuosity of French soldiers, 
clearing the intersected ground in their front, ond 
falling: upon Campbell’s division with infinite fury ; 
but that general, assisted by Mackenzie's brigade, 
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and by tye Spanish battalions, withstood ihetp 


ee temost efurts. ‘The English regiments, putting the 
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Frevele skirmishers aside, met the acviuncing ‘co. 
Twnns with Joud shouts, ond, brenking in on their 
front, and lapping their thuiks with fire, and giving 
no respite, pushed then hick with a terrible carnage, 
‘Ten gums were taken, but as Campbell prudently 
resolved not to break his line hy a pursuit, the 
French instantly rallied on theie supports, and made. 
head for another attack; then the British artillery 
antl miskebry played vehemently npon their massag’ 
w Spanish cavalry reginent charged theiy flank, and 
they retired in disorder: Unus the victory. was sec 
cured in that quarter, np 

But, while this was passing on the right, Villaite’ 
division, preceded by the prenadions, and supported 
hy ‘two regiments of light cavalry, was seo ad 
vancing up the prot valley against the left, and, 
beyond Villatte, Ruflin was discovered marching: 
towards the mountain, Sir Arthur Wellesley ime 
mediately ordered Anson's brigade of cavaly, 
composed of the twenty-third light dragoons and 
the first Geman bussnrs, fa else che head: of 
these columns; these regimeuts, coming on ate 
canter, and inerensing their xpecd as they advanced, 
rode headlong agninst the enemy, brat, in a few: 
moments, came upon the brink of’ a hollow. cleft, 
which was not pereeptible at a distance, The 
French, throwing themselves inte squares, opened 
their fire; and colonel Arwntachild, commanding: 
the hussars, an officer whom forty years’ experience 
had made @ master in hia wut, promptly reiied up 
at the brink, exelaiming, in his broken phrase, 
 Lwill not kill my young mens 2 But in front of 
the twenty-third, the chasm was more practicable; 
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the English blood hot, and tha regiment. plunged cian, 

down without a check ; men and horses rolling over —. 
180 

each other in dreadful confusion; the survivors july: 


still untamed, mounted the opposite bank by two's 
and three’s, and Colonel Seymour being severely 
wounded, major Mrederick Ponsonby, a hardy 
soldier, rallied all who came up, and passing 
through the midst of ‘Villatte’s columns, whieh 
poured in a fire from each side, fell with inexpres- 
sible violence upon a brigade of Trench chasseuns 
inthe rear, The combat was fierce. but short ; 
Victor had perceived the first advance. of the 
English, and detached his Polish lancers, and West- 
phalian light-horse, to the support of Villatte ; and 
these fresh troops coming up when the twenty-third, 
already overmatched, could searcely hold up against 
the. chasseurs, entirely broke them. Those who 
were not killed ov taken, made for Bassecour’s Spa- 
nish division, aud so escaped, leaving behind two 
hundred and seven men and officers, or about half 
the muuber that went into action, 

During this time the hill, the key of the position, 
was again attacked, and Lapisse, crossing the ravine, 
pressed hard upon the English centre; his own 
artillery, aided by the great battery on his right, 
opened large yaps in Sherbreoke’s ranks, and the 
French columns eame close up to the British line 
inthe resolution to win; but they were received 
with a peneral discharge of all arms, and so vigo- 
rously encountered, that they gave back in disorder, 
Under the excitement of the moment, the brigade of 
English guards, quitting the line, followed up their 
suecess with inconsiderate ardour, when the enemy's 
supporting columns, und theiy dragoons advanced, 
the men who had been repulsed turned again, and 
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nook the heavy French batteries pounded the flank nd 
wwe front of the guards. 
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Thus maltrented, the latter drew back, anid “at 
the same time, the German legion, heing sorely 
pressed, got inte confusion At this moment, ‘als 
thongh Tlill's and Cuupbell's divisions, on the-eys 
tremities of the line, held fast, the contro of the 
British was absolutely broken, und. the fortune of 
the day seemed to incline in’ fevour of the Preneh, 
whon, suddenly, colonel Donellan, with the forty: 
eighth regiment, was seen tulvancing through the 
nidst of the disordered masses, At first, it seemed 
as if this regiment must be curried away by there 
tiring erowds, but, wheeling buck by companies, it 
let them pasa through the intervals, and then, yee 
suining its proud und benntiful line, marched against 
the right of the pursning columns, and plied then: 
with sueh a destructive musketry, and closed upon 
them with such a firm and regular pnee, that the 
forward movement of the French was checked. The 
guards and the Germans inmedintely rallied, a briv 
gade of light cavalry came up front the second line 
ata trot, the artillery battered the onomy's flanks’ 
without intermission, Ue Mreneh wavered, lost-thett 
advantage, und the battle was restored, : 

ti all netions thereris one critienl sand decisive 
moment which will give the vietory to the general 
who knows how to seize it, When the guards first 
made their rash chive, sir Arthur Wellesley, fore- 
seeing the issue of it, hil ordered the forty-cighth 
down from the hill, although a rough battle: was 
going on there, and, at the sane ine, he directed 
Cotton's light cavalry to advance. ‘These disposi> 
tions gained the day, The French relaxed their 
efforts by deprees, the fire of the English grew 
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hotter, and their lond-and confident shonts—sure char. 
: ; 





qugiry of success 
line’ ; ; 
. In the hands of a great gonornl, Joseph's guards 
and the reserve, which were yet entire, might have 
restored the combat, but all combination wag at an 
end onthe Mrench side; the fourth corps, beaten 


were heard along the whole 


back on the left with the Joss of ten guns, was in 


confusion; the troops in the great valley on the 
right, amazed at the furious charge of the twenty 
third, and awed by the sight of four distinct lines 
of cavalry, still in reserve, remained stationary; no 
impression had been made on the hill ; Lapisse was 
mortally wounded, his division pave way, and the 
whole army finully rotired to the position from 
‘whence it had descended to the attack. This retro- 
grade movement was covered by skirmishers and an 
inereasing’ fire of artillery, and the British, ex. 
hausted by toil and want of food, and reduced to 
Joss than fowrteon thousand sabres and bayonets, 
could not pursue, The Spanish army was incapable 
of any evolution, and about six o'clock ull hostility 
ceased, cuch wmy holding the position of . the 
morning, But the battle was scarcely over when, 
the dry grass-and sluubs taking: fire, a volume of 
flames passed avith inconceivable rapidity across a 
part of the field, scorching, in its. course, both the 
dead and the wounded. 


On the British side, two generals (Mackenzie - 


and Langworth), thirty-one ofticers of inferior rank, 
ond seven hundred and sixty-seven serjeants and 
soldiers were killed upon the spot; three‘generals, 
ahundred and ninety-two officers, three thousand 
seyen hundred and eighteen serjeants and privates 
wounded. Nine officers, six hundred and. forty- 
VOR. H AD ; 
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HOOK three serjeunts und soldiers were Missing: thas 


oa making a total loss of xix thonsund two: hundred 
July. and sixty-ciyht, in the two diys’ fighting, of which 
five thousand four handeed and Lwenty-two fell. on 
* the 28th. fe 
Che French suffered more severely 5 nine: hy. 
dyed smd forty-fory, inchidings two generals, wore 
Mantel killed! six thousand (wo hundred and ninety-four 
M88 wounded, one laulved mud lifly-six prisonors,. fap. 
_ Wished a fotel of seven thousand three hundred and 
Suna of eihty-nine men ul ofticers, of whieh four thous 
niureian sand were of) \jetor’s corps, fen puns were : taken 
mg by general Caunphell’s division, and seven were eft 
in the woods by the French, ; 
The Spaniards returned above tivelye hundred 
men, killed unl wounded, but the correctness of 

the report was very much doubted at the time, 
The 20th, at day-brouk, the Mrencl army ‘quitted 
its position, and, before six o'clock, was in order 
of battle on the heights of Salinas, behind the 
Alberehe, hat day, also, general Robort- Cran. 
fird venched the English eunp, with the forty-thind, 
fity-second, and ninety-itihe regiment, and imme: 
diately look charge af the outposts, These troops, 
after a mureh of twenty miles, were in divoude near 
Malpartida de Plisencia, when thes alarm: caused 
by the Spanish fiygitives spre to that parti: Craw 
ford, fearing: that the army wus pressad, allowed 
the men to vest for aw few hours, and then, with 
drawing about fifty of the wenkest from the. ranks, 
commenced his mareh with the resolution not. to 
halt until he reached the field of hatte. As the 
brigade advanced, crowds of tho rmnaways. ‘were 
met with, and although not ull Spaniards, all pro 
pagating the vilest falsehoods : “ ¢he amy was de 
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peated,” Sir Arthur Wellesley was. hilled,’— the 
Trench were only a few miles distant ;” nay, some, 
blinded by their fears, affected even to point out 
the:enemy’s advanced posts on the nearest hills. 
Indignant at this shamefid scene the troops hastened, 
rather than slackened, the impetuosity of their pace, 
and leuving only seventeen strayplers behind, in 
twenty-six. hots crossed the field of battle ina 
close and compact body; having, in that time, 
passed over sixty-two Mnglish miles, and in the 
hottest season of the year, cach man carrying from 
fifty to sixty pounds weight upon his shoulders, 
Had the historia Gibbon known of such a march, 
he would have spared his sneer about the “ delicacy 


of modern soldiars !” 


OBSERVATIONS, 

1%. The moral conrage evineed by sir Arthur 
Wellesley, whon, with such a coadjutor as Cuesta, 
he accepted Inutle, was not Jess remarkable than 
the. judicions disposition which, finally, rendered 
him master of the field. Yet it is doubtful if he 
could have maintained his position had the French 
been well managed, and their strength reserved for 
the propor moment, instead of being wasted. on 
isolated attacks during the night. of the 27th, and 
the morning of the 28th. 

A pitched battle is a groat affair, A good gene- 
ral must bring all the moral, as well as the phy- 
sical, force of hix army into play at the same time 
if he means to win, and all may be too little, 
Marshal Jourdan’s project was conceived in this 
spirit, and worthy of his reputation ;. and it is pos- 
sible, that he might-have placed his. army, unper- 
ceived, on the flank of the English, and then by a 
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sudden and general attack uve carried the key of 


~ his position, this commencing his battle wells but 


sir Arthur Wellesley's resources would not then have 
heen exhausted, Ne lad foreseen such an occur. 
renee, and was prepured, by a change of front, to 
keop the enemy in check with his left wing, and 
cavalry; while the right, marching npon the position 
abandoned by the Prench, should. eut the Jattep aff 
from the Albevele, ti this movement the allies 
would have heen reinforced hy Wilson's corps, which 
was near Casalegus, and. the contending armies 
would then have exchanged lines of operation, The 
French eould, however, have gained nothing, unless 


they won a complete victory, while the allies would, . 


even though defeated, have ensured their, junction 
with Venegas. Madrid und Toledo would thus have 


fillen to them, and before Soult could unite with - 


Joseph, a new line of operations, through the.-fer, 
tile country of Ta Manehn, might have been ob. 
tained. But these matters are only speculative, .. 

2%. The distribution of the French troops for the 
great attack cannot he praised, ‘The attempt to turn 
the Euglish left with a single division was puorile, 
The allied cavalry was plainly to he seen in. the 


valley; how, then, could a single division hope to 


develope its attack ipon the hill, when (ve thou. 
sand horsemen were hanging upon its dank? and, 
in fact, the whole of Raflin’s, and the half of Vil- 
lntte’s division, were paralyzed hy the charge ofa 
single regiment. ‘To have rendered this movement 
formidable, the principal part of the Fvench covaly 
should have preceded the muveh of the infantry; 
but the preat error was fighting at-all hefore Soult 
reached Plasencia. 

8°, It has been suid, that to complete the victory 
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air Arthur Wellesley should have caused the Spa- . 
aiards to advance; this would, more probably, have 
Jed ‘to a defeat. Neither Cuesta, nor his troops, 
were capable of an orderly movement. The infantry 
of the first and the fourth corps were still above 
tiventy thousand strong, and, although a repulsed, 
by no means a discomlited force; the cavalry, the 
king's guards, and Dessolle’s division, had not beca 
engaged at all, and were alone sufficient to beat the 
Spaniards; asccond panic, such as that of the 
97th, would have led to the most deplorable conse- 
qicnces, as those, who know with what facility 
French soldiers recover from a repulse, will readily 
acknowledge. 

The battle of Talavera was one of hard honest 
fighting, and the exceeding gallantry of the troops 
honoured the nations to which they belonged. The 
English owed much to the general’s dispositions and 
something to fortune. ‘T he. French owed nothing: to 
their commander; but when it is considered that 


onty the reserve of their infantry were withheld 


fiom the great attack on the 28th, and that, conse 
quently, above thirty thousand men wore closely and 
unsuccessfully engaged for three hours with sixteen 
thousand ‘British, it must be confessed that the 
latter proved* themselves to ‘he iruly formidable 
soldiers ; yet the greatest part were raw men, so 
lately drafted from the militia regiments that many 
of them still bore the number of their former re- 
ginients on their accoutrements. 
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CHAPTER VIL 


“Te French rested the 20¢h nt Salinas; but; in 
the night, the king marched with the dth corps aiid 
the veserve fo St. Ollalla, from, whence he seat 4 
division to relieve ‘Poledo. "The Hist, he halted, 
The Lat of August he marched to Ulescas, « central 
position, from wheuee he could interpose ' between 
Venopas antl the capital The duke of Belling, 
with the first corps, remained on the Alberelis, 
having orders to fill upon the reasguard ofthe 
ullies, when the latter shod bo forced to retire ti 
consequence of Boult’s aperations. — Meantine, sir 
Robert Wilson, who during the action. was: near 
Caznlogas, returned to Exealona, and Vietot, dis. 
playing an unaccomlable dreud of thig small body, 
whieh he supposed to he the preetosor of the allied 


"army, iuimediately retired, first lo Muqneda, and then 


to Sante Crag del Retanmus he was even proceed. 
ing to Mostoles, when i velrograde movement af the 
allies reeled Tum: to the Alberehe. 4 

The British wemy was sa weak, and had suflered 
soumeh, that the 29th and 80th were passed, by sir 
Arthur, in ostiblishing his hospitus at Colavera, 
and in fruitless: endenvours to proce provislons, 
and the necessary assist fo prevent the wounded 
men fron perishing, Both Cuesta and the inhabi- 
tuts of Cnlaverk possessed the means, but would not 
rendey the slightest aid, nor would they even assist 
to bury the dead; the corn secreted iu Talavera was 
suflicient to support the army fora month, yet the 
starving troops were kept ia ignorance of it, wlthough 
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the inhabitants, who had fled across the Tagus with oH 4". 


their portable cHleets at the beginning of' the battle, 
had now returned, [¢ ig not surprising that, in 
such circumstances, men shold endenyour to save 
‘their property, especially provisions; but the 
apathy with which they beheld, the wounded men 
dying for want of aid, and. those who wore sound, 
sinking from Inimper, did in’ no wise - answer 
Mr. Frero’s deseription of them, as men who 
« fooked upon the war in the light of a crusade, 
and carried it on with all the enthusiasm of such 
a cause,” 

This conduct left an indelible impression on the 
minds of the English soldiers. Trom that period to 
the end of the war their contempt and dislike of 
the Spaniards were never effaced, and Jong after- 
wards, Badajos and St. Sebastian suffered for the 
churlish behaviour of the people of Talavera, The 
principal motive of action with the Spaniards was 
always personal rancour: henee, those troops who 
had behaved so ill in action, and the inhabitants, 
who withheld alike their sympathy and their vid 
from the Mnglish soldiers to whose bravery they owed 
the existence of their town, were busily engaged 
atey the Iattle, in beating ont the brains of the 
wounded Mrench as they lay: upon the field; and 
they were only checked by the English soldiers, 
who, in some instances, fired upon the perpetrators 
of this horrible iniquity. Cuesta also gaye proofs 
of his forocions character ;-he, who had shown him- 
self alike. devoid of talent ad yeal patriotism, he 
whose indolence and ignorance of his: profession had 
banished all order and discipline from his army, 
and: whose. stupid pride lad all but caused: its 
destruction, now assumed the Roman general, and 
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proceeded to-decimate the regiments hat. had fled 
iu the panie on the 27th. Above filty men-he slew 
in thisanamer; and if his cruelty, so contrary: tg 
reason and the morals of the age, had not: heen 
mitigated hy the quest intercession of sir Avthuy 
Wellesley, more men world huve been destroyed in 
cold blood, by this suvage old man, than hed fallen 
in the battle. “ 
MWitherto the allied generals had thought lithe of 
the duke of Dalnatia’s movements, and their eyes 
were still fixed on Madrid; but, the 80th, informae 
tion was received at Talavera, that twelve thousand 
rations had been ordered, for the 28th, at Puente 
Duefia by that marshal, und twenty-four thousand 
at Los Siutos, wv town sthunted between Alba de 
Tormes and the puss of Bafios, Cuesta, conscious 
of the defenceless sinte of the litter post, suggested 
that sir Robert Wilson should be sont there; but 
sir Arthur Wellesley wished Wilson to remain at 
Tsealona, to renew his intercourse with Madrid,’ 
and proposed that a Spanish corps should gos: 
indeed, he still slighted the iden of danger fron 
that quarter, aud hoped that the result. of: the’ 
battle would sufiee to cheek Soult’s march. Cuesta 
rejected this proposal it the moment, and again, on! 
the Bist, when sir Arthur renewed his upplication; 
but, on the Pst of August, it was known that Soult: 
had entered Bejur; and, on the 2d, general: 
Bassecour was detached by Cuesta to defend: the 
Puerto de Bafios, from: which he was uhbsent four 
long marches, while the enemy Tad been, on. the 
Bist, within one march, ; 
The day that Bassecour marched, intelligence” 
arrived that Soult had ontoved Plasencia, — Batios 
had been abandoned to the enemy without a shots” 
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for the battalions’ Irom Bujar had dispersed, and CHA. 

those sent by Cuesta had been withdrawn: to : 

~ Almavaz by their general the marquis de- Ja Reyna, care 
who: also proclaimed that he would destroy: the 
poat-bridge ut that place, This news roused Cuesta; 
he proposed. that half the allied amy should march 
to-the rear, and attack Soult; sir Arthur Wellesley 
however refused to divide the English. army, yet 
offered to go or stay with the whole; and, when 
the other desired him to choose, he answered that 
hewould yo, and Cucsta appeared satisfied. , 
On the night of the 2d August, Ictters were 
received from Wilson, announcing the appearance 
of the French near. Nombeclla, whither he, uncon- 
‘scious of the elect produced by his presence at 
Escalona, had retreated with his infunty, sending 
his artillery to St. Roman, near Talavera, As: sir 
Arthur Wellesley could not suppose that sir Robert 
Wilson’s corps alone would cause the first corps 
to retire, he naturally concluded that Victor's 
design was to cross the Alberche at Escalona, crush 
Wilson, and operate au communication with Soult 
by the valley of the ‘Pictur. As such. a move- 
mont, if persisted in, would necessarily dislodge 
Cueste from Talavera, sir Arthur, before he com- 
meneed his march, obtained -the Spanish general's 
promise that he would collect cars, for the purpose 
of ‘transporting as many of the English wounded 
ag. were in a condition to be moved, from Talavera, 
to-some more suitable place, This promise, like 
all the others, was shamefully violated, but the 
British general had not yet learned the full extent 
of Cuesta’s bad faith, and. thinking thet afew days 
would sullice to. drive back Soult, marched, on the 
dd.of August, with seventeen thousand men, to 
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city Oropest, intendiny to unite with Busseeours. qi). 

eeeee Vision, tut fo fight Soult, whose fares he estimated 

at at fifteen thousinel, 

totter Meanwhile, Soult being, by the return of gana 

yee Poy, on the 2th of didy, assured of. the king's 

Ms gonearrence in the combined movenients:to.-b¢ 
exceuted, ordered Laborde, Merlo, and La Houssaye 
tomach Jrom Zumor and ‘Toro upen, Salamanca 
aud Ledestua, aid to scour the banks of the Tomes, 
The sixde corps was alsa divected wpon the! same 
‘place, and, Che 25th, Soult repaired to. Salamanca 
in-person, intending to unite tho three corps there, 
Horring, however, of Vietor's retrograde: moves 
ment from the Alberche te the Guadarama, he 
desived marshal Morticr to march, on the 28#h)-to 
Plasencia, hy Puente Roble and Bejay, and he placed 
Lin Houssaye’s and Lorge’s dragoons wader his 
command; the remainder of the seeand corps and 
the light cavalry were (o follow when the sixth 
corps should be in inmotion. This done, Soult. 
wrote to the king, snyinp, “ d/y aneent desire: is 
that your majesty may not fight a general battle 
dufore you are certain of the concentration of al-ny 
forces note Plasencia The most important results 
will be obtained if your majesty will abstain. from 
allucking until the moment when a knowledge of my 
marek causes Ue cacnry lo veleace lus steps, mie 
he must da, ar lee is dase.” 

The 20th, the (ide carps was at Puente Roble; 
hut formation being received Chat Beresford, with 
manny, had renched Almeida on the 27th, the march 
was covered by strong detachments on the side of 
Cindi Rodrigo. ‘Pho Jong-expecterl convoy of 
artillery and ammunition for the second eorps-had, 
however, arrived in Saumanen the 29th y and: Ney 
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wrote, from Toro, that he also would be there 
‘the BI st. 

The 80th, the fifth corps drove the marquis de 
Ja Reyna from the pass of Baiios, and took post at 
Aldea Neuva del Camina and Herbas; and. the 
second corps, fetta Salamanea, arrived, the same 
day, at Siete Carrera 

>The Bist, the filth corps entered Plasencia ; ‘the 
second corps reached Tucnte In Casa, - Fuente 
Roble, San Estevan, and Los Santos, 

Plasencia was full of convalescents, detachments, 
and ‘non-combatants; and when the French arrived, 
about two thousand men, including five hundyed of 
the Lusitaniau legion, evacuated the town, taking 
the road to Moraleja and Zarza Mayor; yet four 
hundred sick men, following the enemy’s accounts, 
were captured, together with a few stores. During 
‘these vapid marchos, the French were daily harassed 
by the Spanish peasnutry, the villages were deserted, 
the cavalry wandered far and near to procure sub- 
‘sistence, and several slight skirmishes and some 
pillage took place, 

The Ist of August, the second corps kaa tho 
Col de Bafios, and the head of the column entered 
Plasencia, which was, like other places, deserted by 
the greatest part of the inhabitants, Vague reports 
that-a battle had been fought between the 26th and 
20th was tho only intelligence that could be pro- 
cured of the situation of the allies, and on the. 2d; 
the advanced giuud of the army marched to the 
‘Vonta deo Bazayona, while scouting parties were, at 
the yame time, directed towards Coria, to acquire 
news of marshal Beresford, who was now said to be 
moving along the Portuguese frontier. ; 

The. 3d of “August, the fifth corps and the dra- 
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HONK poons, passing the Tietar, veached Toril, the out: 
aoe Hosts were pushed to Cuanutejada and Sierra dg 
Fenn Requemeda, Int the sceoil eorps remained at Pla. 
spnein, wwniting the arrival af the sixth corps, the 
head of whieh was now at Baitos. Teneo, onthe’ 
3d of August, the king and Sebastiani being nt Tk 
losens and Viaddemoro, Victor at Magqneda, Cuesta 
at Talavera, sir Acti Wellesley at Ovopesn, and 
Soult on the ‘Pictur, the nurrow valley of the Tags 
was crowded in its whole length by the coutending 
Lroaps. : 

The allies held the ecutre, being only one day's 
march asunder, but their foree, when concentrated, 
was not more than forty-seven thousand: mai! 
The Vronch could not unite under three days, but 
their combined forces exeveded ninety thousand 
men, of which fifty-Uuee thousand were ‘under 

Apondixs Soult. ‘This shigulur situation was rendered. more 
tind,” yemarkable hy the ignorance in which all: parties 
were ‘as to the stength and movements of their 
adversaries, Vitor and the king, frightened’ hy 
Wilson's partizan carps af four thousand men, were 
preparing to unite at Mostoles, while Cuesta, 
equally nlarmed at Vietor, was retiring from Tala’ 
vera, Sir Arti Wellesley was snpposed, by 
Joseph, tobe at the lead of twenty-five thousand 
British ; and the fommer, ealerdating on Soult's 
weakness, was inarching, with tvonty-thres thou. 
sind Spanish and English, to cogage fifty-three 
thousand French ; while Soult, unable to ascertain 
the exuet situation of either friends or enemies, little 
suspected that the prey was rushing: into his jaws: 
At this moment the fue of the Peninsula hung by 
a thrend, which could not bear the weight for 


# 


+ PBNINSULAR WAR. : 413 


twenty-four hours, yet fortune. so ordained: that. no CHAP. 
irreparable disaster ensued, [505 

At five o'clock in the evening of the 8d, it was August. 
known at the English head-quarters that the French 
‘were. near Naval Moral, and, consequently, between 
the allies and the bridge of Almaraz, 

At six o'clock, letters from Cuesta advised sir 
Arthw, that the king was again advancing, and that, 
from intereepted despatches addressed to Soult, it 
appeared that the litter must be stronger than was 
supposed 5 wherefore Cuesta seid, that wishing 
to aid the English, he would quit . Talavera 
that evening: in other words, abandon the British 
hospitals | 
To this unexpected communication sir Arthur re- 
plied. that the king wns still somo marches off, and 
that Venegas should be direeted to oceupy him ot 
the Upper Tayus; that Soult’s strength was ox- 
ceedingly overrated, aud Victor's movements. not. 
decided enough to oblige the Spanish army to quit 
Talavera; wherefore he required that Cuesta should 
at Jeast wait until the next morning, to cover the 
evacuation of the English hospitels, But, before. 
this communication reached Cuesta, he was. in. 
full march, and, at day-break on the 4th, the 
Spanish army, was deseried moving, in several. co- 
lumns, down the valley towards Oropesa; Basse- 
cour’s division soon alter jomed it from Centinello, 
and, at the sumo time, the. cavalry patroles. found 
the French near Naval Moral. : ‘ 

Sir Arthur Wellesley having,. by this time, seen 
the. intereepted letters himself, beeame. convineed 
that Soult’s force was not overrated at thirty thou- 
sand; -and the. duke of Dalmatin, who had. also 
intercepted some English letters, learned that, on 
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the first al August, the allies were still a¢ Talavera; 
and Hl-informed of his nach. "Thus, the-one ges 


00, 
Augiy, Neral perevived’ his choper ond the other his ad 


yautame wt Che same moment, 

Morticy was immediately ordered, by. tho duke 
of Dalmatia, to take a position with the fifth corps 
at Cazutojada, to seize the bout-bridgo at Attoes 
if it wus not desteayed, and to patrole towards-Ap 
zhispo; the second corps was, likewise, directed 
upon the same place, and the head of the sixth 
entered Plasencia, "The further progress of the 
allies was thus barred in fronts the Tagus was. on 
thoir left; impassable mountains on their tights and > 
it was contain that Cuosta’s retreat would immed. 
ately bring the king wad Vietar down upon thet 
rea. The peril of this situation was apparent: to 
every soldier in the British ranks, ad produced a. 
general inquietude. No man felt the slightest -con- 
fidence in the Spaniards, and the recollection of 
the stern conflict at Talavera, aided by t sense: of 
exhaustion from long abstinence, depressed the 
spirits of men and oflicers. ‘The army was, indeed, 
ready to fight, but al persons felt Chat it mustbe 
for auloty, not for plory. 

Jn this trying moment, sir Arthur Wellesley 
abated nothing of bis usual calmness and fortitude. 


‘He knew not indeed the full extent of the danger; 


but, assuming the enemy in his front. to. be. thirty 
thousand men, and Victor to have twenty-five 
thousmil others in his rear, he judged that to. cons 
tinue the ollensive would be rash, beeause he must. 
fight and beat those two marshals separately within 
three days, which, with stuving and tired troops, 
inferior in number, was seareely to be accomplished: 
To. remain where he was, on the defensive, was 
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oqually unpromising ; beeause the road from Tala- cua, 
vera to Arzobispo led through Calera, in the rear of —-—— 
Oropesn, and thus Vietor eould intercept the only peed 
line of retreat; a battle must then be fought, 

in. an unfavourable position, ageinst the united 
forces of the enemy, estimated, as we have seen, to 

be above fifty thousimd men. One. resourec re- 
mained : to pass the bridge of Arzobispo . immedi- 
alely, and take up a line of defence behind: that 
river, before the Mrench eould seize the Col de Mi- 
vabeto, and so cut off the road to Truxillo and 
Merida—a hard alternative; but the long: cherished 

error relutive to Soult's weakness had dried up the 
springs of suceess, and left the campaign, like a 
withered stem, without fruit or foliage, 

Cuesta doggedly opposed this project, asserting, 
that Oropesa was a position suitable for w battle, 
and that he would fight there. Further concession 
to his humours would have been folly, and. sir 
Arthur sternly declared that he would move forth- 
with, leaving the Spanish general to do that which 
should seem meet to him; anid, avsuredly, this de- 
cided conduct saved the Peninsula, for not fifty, 
but ninety thousand enemies were at hand. 

_ Tt was now six o’elock in the morning, the bag- 
gage and ammunition were .already in. motion for 
tho bridge of Arzobispo, but the army, which had 
been reinforced by a troop. of. horse-artillery, and 
some conyalescents that escaped from Plasencia, 
remained in position. for. several hours, to .cover 
the passage of stores and ‘wounded men: from 
Talavera, who had just arrived at Calera in: the 
most pitiable condition. About noon, the road 
being: clear, the columns. marched to the bridge, . 
and, at two o’elock, the whole army was in position 
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at the dther side, the immediate danger was avert 
By 8 Qverted, 


= and the combinations of the enemy wore bafiled 


1nvd. 
“Auyqust, 


During the pussage, sever herds of swine, ‘Which, 
following the enstom of the country, had been feed. 
ing in the woods, under chiurge of the swincherds, 
were fallen in with, aud the soldiers, instigated 
by hunger, broke their ranks, and ran in upon the 
animals as in a charge, shooting, stabbing, and, 
like men possessed, culting of! the Mesh while the 
Heasis were yet waive; nor ean this conduct pe 
much censured under the cireumstances of the 
moment, although it was w severe misfortune to 
the poor peastits, whose property was thus: des 
stroyed, 

Brom Araohispo, the amy moved towards Deley- 
toma, and general Craufird’s brigade, having. six, 
pieces of artillery attached, was directed to pain the 
bridge af Almewax by a foreed mareh, . lest. the 
enemy, discovering the ford below that place, should; 
cross the river, and seize the Puerto de Mirabete, 
The roads were exceedingly rugged, and the guns’ 
could only be dragged up the Meza d'Tbor by the: 
foree of mens uevertheless, Craultwd reached. his: 
destination on the evening of the Sth, and the head, 
quirters were established at Deleytozn, onthe 7th 
the artillery being ut Cunpillo, the rearguard oce, 
eupying the Meza d‘thor. The sick and wounded 
were then forwarded to Merida, but the pauaity of 
trausport was such, Giant sir Arthur Wellesley:was : 
obliged to unlond both mmminition and treasure 
carts for the conveyance of these unfortunate men. 
Meanwhile Soult, little thinking that his object wes 
uready frustrated, continued his march on the 6th, 
and Mortier took post at Naval Moral ; the advanced 
guard entered Puebla de Nueiadn, and the: patroles, 
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scouring the roads to Oropest and the bridge of CBAs 


Araobispo, fell in with mut wore chased hy the 
Spanish cavilry from A rabispo 5 Tor Cuesta, would 
vot retire on the dih, aud was in the act of passing 
the bridge when the French came in view. The 
movements were now hurried on both sides. Before 
dark, the Spanish army was across the Tapus, with 
the exception of a rey u-puiaard, which remained on 
the right bank that evening, but it was driven 
across the river, on the morning of the Gth, by the 
fifth corps, which afterwards took post at Valdeveja 
and Puebla de Naciada. Ney also reached Nayal 
Moral; and the second corps entered Gordo. 

The 7th Morticr. examined the Spanish position, 
and reported that Cuesta, having thrown up en- 
trenchments, and placed twenty guns in battery, to 
rake the bridge, which was also barricadoed, had 
left two divisions of infintry and one of exvalry to 
hold the post, and withdrawn the rest of his army 
towards Moza d'Thor, Uoerenpon, Soult detached 
his light cavalry towards ‘Talavera, to communicate 

_ with the king, and brought up the second corps to 
Avzobispo. Meanwhile, the duke of Belluno hav- 
ing, on’ the 5th, ascertained the retreat of the 
allies from ‘Tiulavera, retraced his steps, and en- 
tered that town on the Gtlt; thns the English 
wounded, loft there, fell into his hands, and their 
treatment was such as might be expected from a 
gallant and courteous nation; between the British 
soldiers and the French, there jas-no rancaw, and. 
the pencrous usipes of a civilized and honourable 
warfare were cherished. 
The 7th, Vietor crossed the Tagus, at the bridge 
of Talavera, and pushed his advanced guard’ to 
Aldea: Nueva de Balbaroya, on the left bank, within 
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yook a few leagues of the Spanish position, which Soult 


Vth 


rome was propiting to attack in front; for he had obs 


1609. 


Angi KeMVed that, at acertain point, the Spanish horses, 


when brought to drink, came fu into the stream; 
and, the place being, soumded in the night-of the 
7th, wu deep but practienhle ford was discovered, | 
itbout half a mile above the bridge, ; 

The fifth and second corps and a division of the 
sixth wore concentrated, to force this passage, euly 
on the moming of the 8th; but Soult being just 
then informed of Vielor's movement, and pereciving, 
thut Albuquerque had withdruwn the Spanish ca- 
valry, leaving only a rear guard in the: works, 
judged that the allies were retreating; wherefore, 
without relinquishing the attuck at Arzobispo,:he 
immediately sent the division of the sixth corps 
back to Naval Moral, and, at the same time, trans. 
smitted a plan of the ford below Abnaraz, directed 
Ney to cross tha Taynus there, seize the Puerto de 
Mirabete, and be in readiness to fill upon. the 
allies, as they enme ont trom the datilos between 
Deleytoza and Traxillo, Meanwhile the heat: of 
the day had induced Albuquerque to. seek, shelier 
for his horsemen ina wood, neat Azutan, a village 
about five miles trom the bridge; wud the Spanish 
infantry, keeping ‘bad guard, wete sleeping. or 
loitering about without care or thought, when 
Mortier, who was charmed with the direction: of 
the attack, taking advantage of their want of vigi- 
lance, commenced the passage of the river, 


COMBAT OF ARZOBISPO, - 
The Pronch cavalry, about six thousand in num 
ber, were secretly assembled near the ford, and, 
aboat two o'clock in the duy, general Caulaincourt’s 


‘ 
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brigade suddenly entered the stream. The Spa- 
niards, running to their arms, mamied -the batteries, 
and ‘opened upon the leading: squadrong,. but Mor- 
tier, with a powerlul concentric fire of artillery, 
immediately overwhelmed the Spanish gunners ; 
and Caulaincourt, having reached the other side of 
the river, turned to his right, and, toking-tho bat- 
teries in voverse, eut down the artillerymen, and 
dispersed the infantry who attempted to form. The 
duke of Albuquerque, who -had mounted at :the 
first alarm, now came down with all his horsemen 
in one mass, but without order, upon Caulaincourt, 
and the latter was iu imminent danger, when 
the rest of the Trench cavalry, passing rapidly, 
‘joined in the combat; one brigade of infintry fol- 
lowed at the ford, another burst the barriers on the 
bridge itself, aud, by this time, the Spanish foot 
‘were flying to tho mountains, Albuquerque's effort 
‘was ‘thus frustrated, a general route ensued, and 
‘five guns und about four hundred prisoners. were 
taken, 

Soult’s intention being to follow up-this success, 
he directed that the first corps should move, in two 
columns, upon Guadalupe and Deleytoza, intending 
to support it with the second and fifth, while the 
sixth corps crossed at Almariz, and seized.the pass 
of Mirabete, ‘This would undoubtedly. have com- 
“pleted the ruin of the Spanish army, and forced sir 
Arthur to make a rapid and disastrous retreat ; for 
so complete was the surprise and so sudden. the 
overthrow that some of the English foragers also 
fell.into the hands of the enemy ; and that Cuesta’s 
army was iri no condition to have made any resist- 
aice, if the pursuit had been continued with vigour, 
_is clear, from the following tiets -— 
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18, When he withdrew his muin body fromthe 


weewmen Dede of Arzobispo to Porakule de Garbin, on. tie 


1800. 


Angusts 7th, he left Hfteen pieces of artillery by the road. 


side, without a guard. ‘Phe delvat of Allniquerqiie 
placed these yums at the merey of the enemy, who 
were, however, ignorant of their situntion, until 2 
trumpeter attending an [nglish (lay of tee, either 
trencheronsly or foolishly, mentioned it in the 
French camp, from whence a detachment of cavaliy 
was sent to fetch them ot 2° The British militiy 
agent, placed at the Spanish lend-quarters, as 
kept in ignorance of Che action ; and it was only by 
thewwrival of the duke of Alluquerque, at Deleytora, 
on the evening of the Oth, hat sir Arthur Wollesley 
knew the bridge was lost. fe had before ulin 
Cuesta to withdraw behind the Thor viver, and even 
now contemplated aw partial attack to keep ‘the 
enemy in cheek; but when he repaired in person to 
that general's quarter, on the LOth, he found the 
country covered with fugitives and: stragglers, and 
Cuesta as helpless aul yet us haughty as ever. 
Al his wmnunition and puns (forty pieces) were at 
the right bank of the thon, and, of course, aé the 
foot al the Meza, and within sight and canon-shot 
of the enemy, on the riyht tink of the Tuous: 
they would have been taken by the fivat French 
patroles that appronehed, but that siy Arthur Wel- 
lesley persuaded the Spanish stul-oflicers to have 
them craved up the hill, in the course of the 10th, 
Without Cuesti's knowledye. 

In this state of allnivs, the impending fate of the 
Poninswla was again averted hy the king, whio ie 
enlled the first corps lo the support of the fourth, 
then opposed to Venopas. Marshal Ney, alto, was 
mnable to discover the ford below the bridge of 
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Almaraz, and, hy the Uth, the allies ipa re-esta. tne 


plished their line of defence. The head-quarters 





af the British were at Jnvaicejo, and those of the Angus 


Spaniards at Deleytoze; the former, guarding: the 
ford of Almaraz, formed the left; the latter, oe- 
cupying the Meza a'Ibor and Campille, were on 
the right... The 12th, Cacsta resigned. General 
Epuia succeeded to the command, and. at first gave 
hopes of a better co-operation, but the evil was in 
the character of the people. The position of the 
allies was, however, compact and central; the re- 
serves could easily support the advanced posts; 
the communication to the rear was open, and if de- 
fended with conrage, the Meza d'Thor was inpreg- 
nable; and to pass the Tagus at Almaraz, in itself 
a dificult, operation, would; while the Mirabete 
and Moz d’[bor were occupied, have been dan- 
gerous for the French, as they would be enclosed 
in the narrow space between those ridges and the 
river, 

Tho duke of Dalmatia, thus thwarted, conceived 
that sir Arthur Wellesley would ondenyour: to re- 
pass the Taus by Alcantara, and so rejoin Beres- 
ford. and the five thousand British troops under 

Yatlin Cranfird and Lightburn, which were, by 
this time, nenr the fronticrsof Portugal. To pre- 
vent this he resolved to march at once upon Coria, 
with the second, fifth, and sixth corps, threaten 
both Beresford's and sir Arthur's communication 
with Lisbon, and, at the game time, prepare for the 
siege of Ciudad Rodrigo ; but Marshal Ney abso- 
lutely reftised to concur in this operation, He ob- 
served: that sir Arthur Wellesley was not yet in 
march for Alcantara; that it was exceedingly dan- 
gerous.to invade Portugal in a hasty manner; aud 
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thut the wmy could not be fed between Corin, 


wees Phagenein, aid the Threus; finally, that Salamanca, 


niga, 
August. 


heing upain in possession of the Spaniueds, - tt was 
more fitting thiut the sixth corps shorld retuke. that 
town, and-aceupy the line of the Tormes to. cover 
Castile. ‘This rewsoning was approved by Joseph, 
who dreaded the further fitigne and privations 
that would attend a continuance of the operations, 
diving the exceasive hents, ae hia wasted country; 
and he was strengthened ino his opinion by the 
receipt of a desputel ate the emporor, dated 
Schoenbrun, the 20th of July, in which any further 
oflensive operations were forbad, watil the: rein, 
foreemonts which the recent victory of Wagram 
endbled him to send should: arrive in Spain. ‘The 
second carps was, consequently, directed to take 
post at Plasencia; the filth corps relieved the first, 
at Talavera; and the Mnglish wounded being, by: 
Victor, given over to marshal Mortier, the latter, 
wilh a chivalrous sense of honour, would not permit 
his own soldiers, although sullering severe priva- 
tions themselves, fo receive rntions until the hos 
pilals were fist supplied; the sixth corps was 
divected upon Valkudotid, for Joseph was alarmed 
lest adresh insurrection, excited id supported by 
the duke del Parque, showd sproud over the whole 
of Leon tad Castile. if 

Ney marched on the ft; but, to his aiwprise, 
found that sir Robert Wilson, with about four 
thousand men, part Spaniards, part Portuguese, 
waa in possession of the pass of Baitoss -Toox- 
plain. this, if must be observed, that when the 
British army marched from ‘Talavera, on the 3d,. 
Wilson, being at Nombella, was put in eommuni- 
ention with Cuesta, He had sunt his artillery te 
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the army on the 8d, and on the 4th, finding that the 
Spaniards had abandoned Talavera, he fell back 
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with his infantry to Vellada, a few. miles north August 


of Talavera. Tle was then twenty-fow' miles from 
Arobispo, and, as Cuoste did not. quit Oropesa 
until the Sth, a junetion with sir Arthur Wellesloy 
might have heen efleeted ; but it was impossible to 
know this at the time, and Wilson, very prudently, 
crossing the Tiotar, made for the mountains, trusting 
to‘his activity and local knowledge to escape the 


enemy. ‘Villatte’s division pursued him, on the 6th, © 


to Nombella; a detachment from the garrison of 
Avila was watching for him in the passes of Arenas 
and Monbeliran ; and general Foy waited for him 
inthe Vera de Plawoniia, Nevertheless, baflling: his 
opponents, ho broke through their circle at Viandar, 
passed the Gredos at a ridge called the Sierra de 
Lanes, and, getting into the vulley of the Tormes, 
reached Bejar: from thenee, thinking to recover 
his communications with tho anny, he marched 
towards Plasencia, by the pass of Bafios, and thus, 
on the morning of the 12th, met with Ney, retwning 
to the Salamunen country, 

The dust of the French column being seen from 
afar, and a retreat to Ciudad Rodrigo open, it is not 
easy to comprchend why sir Robert Wilson should 
have given battle to the sixth corps, His position, 
although dificult of approach, and strengthened by 
the piling’ of large stones in the narrowest parts, 
was not one in which he could hope to.stop a 
whole anny; and, eevordingly, when the French, 
overcoming’ the local obstacles, got close upon-his 
left, the fight was at an end; the first charge broke 
both the legion and the Spanish auxiliaries, and 
the whole dispersed. Ney continued his march, 
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and, having recovered the line af the 
astern tt es hare 
oan in the command of the sixth Corps to general 
Aust, Mareland, and returned te) Mp 


Wee. But, wh 
see Apter Ee Aut, while 
these things happened in Rstremadar, La Mancha 


was the Chentre of more. du portant operations 
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Wien the duke of Belluno retired trom Salinas ane 


to Maqueda, the king, fearing’ that the allies were 


, : aa ; 1B 
moving up the right bunk of the Alberche, carried August. 


his reserve, in the night of the 8d, to Mostoles ; 
but the fourth corps remained at Wleseas, and sent 
strong’ patroles to Valdemoro, Wilson, however, 
retired, as we have seen, fron Nombella, on the 
4th; and the king, uo longer expecting the allies 
in that quarter, marched in the night to Valde- 
moro, where he was joined by the fourth corps 
from Hlescas. 

The 6th, the duke of Belluno retumed to St. 
Ollalla; and the king marched against’ general 
Venegas, who, in pursuance of the secret orders of 
the junta, belave mentioned, had loitered about 
Daymiel and ‘Tembleque until the 27th of July, 
Tt was the 29th before Venopas reached Ovufia, his 
advanced posts being at Aranjuez, his rearguard 
at Yepes, ant one division, under Lary, in front of 
Toleda; the same day, one of the partidas, attend- 
ing the avmy, surprised a small Mrenel post on the 
other sido of the Tagus, and Lacy's division skir- 
mished with the garrison of Toledo. 

Tho 80th, Venegas heard of the battle of Tala- 
vera, and at the same time Lacy reported that the 
head of the enemy's columns were to be seen on the 
road beyond Poledy. Tereupon, the Spanish eom- 
mander reinforeed Lacy, and gave him Mora as 
aw point of retvoeuts but, on the 2d of August, being 
flscly iiformed by Cuesta that the allied troops 
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would immediately much upon Madrid, Venggrs: 
reerlled his divisions from ‘Toledo, pretending to 
concentrate his army at Aranjuez, in order.to march: 
also upon the enpital; yet he had no intention 
of doing soy for the janta did not desire ‘to gee: 
Cuesta, at the head of sixty thousand men, iy that 
city, and, previous to the hatte of ‘Talavera, hid 
not only forbidden him to enter Madvid, but says 
pointed another mun povernon, This prohibition. 
would, no doubt, have been disregarded hy Cuesta, 
but Venegas was obedient to their seeret: instruc: 
tions, and under pretence of danger to his flanks; 
if ho marched on the enpital, remained at Aranjuez, 
where his Mank being equally exposed to an enemy: 
coming from Toledo, he yet performed no service 
to the general cause, , 
The 8d, he pushed an advanced guard to Puente 
Largo, and Jeaving six Inuidved infintry, and some 
cuvury, new Toledo, conecutrated his army between: 
Aranjaes tnd Ocaiia. in this position ho remained: 
until the 6th, when his advanced puard was driven 
from the Parente Largo, ad aevass the Topas bis : 
line of posts on that river way then attacked by the 
French skirmishers, and, under cayer of. a heayy 
sunonide, Lis position was exmuined by the ene 
my'’s generals: but when the latter found that alle 
the bridges above and helow Aranjuez were broken» 
down, they resolyed to pass the Tapus at Toledo 
With this intent, the French army reerossed the: 
Xarann river, and marched in the direetion of that 
city; but Venegas still keeping his posts at Aran- 
juez, foolishly dispersed his other divisions at Tem» « 
bleque, Qenfia, aud Gradina. Le himself was-de+ 
sirous of defending La Manchas the central junta; 
with more prudence, wished him to retreat into-the 
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Sierra “Morena; but Mr. Trere proposed that his 
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anny shonld) be divided, one part to enter the 
‘Morena, and the other to mareh by Cucnga, upon August 


Aragon, ancl sp to menace the communications with 
Tranee ! The admirable absurdity of this proposil 
would probably have caused it to be adopted, if 
Sebastiani’s movements had not put an end to the 
discussion,» That genoral, crossing the Tagus at 
Toledo, and at a ford higher up, drove the Spanish: 
left, back upon the Guazalate, on the 9th of August ; 
on. the 10th, Venegas concentrated. his whole 
army at Almonacid, and, holding’ a council of war, 
resolved to attack the Jrench on the 12th; the 
tine was miscaleulated, Schastiani advanced on 
the 11th, and commenced 


THE BDALELE OF ALMONACTD. 

The army of Venegas, includiny two thousand five 
hundred cavalry, was somowhatimore then twenty-five 
thousand strong, with forty pieces ofartillery. Itwas: 
‘the most eflicient Spanish force that had yet taken 


the field it was composed of the best regiments in 


Spain, well armed and clothed, and the generals of 
divisions were neither incapacitated by age, nor 
destitute of expericnee, most of them haying been 
employed in the previous campaign. The village 
of Almonacil was in the centre of the Spanish ‘posi- 
tion, and, together with some table-land in front of 
it, was occupied by two divisions of infantry under 
general Castejou. ‘The left wing, under general 
Lacy, rested on a hill which covered the main road 
to Consuegra. ‘Tho rivht wing, commanded by 
general Vigodet, was drawn up on some rising 
ground covering’ the road to‘lembleque. A reserve, 
under genoral Giron, and. the greatest part of the 
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nak artillery, were posted behind the conte, ony Ngged. 
wees hill, crowned by an old castle. The cuyuhry. were 
Mean placed at the exteemily of each wing, = 
General Dessollos, with the French YONERVE, Weg 
SUL some hours’ mareh behind, but Sebustinn, 
afler observing the dispositions made hy Venegas, 
resalyed to attack him with the forth corps only, 
The Polish division immediately marched against 
the front, Laval's Cermianus tuned the flank of the 
hill, on which the Spanish left was Posted, and 
dwo French brigndes were directed upon.the centre, 
Alter a sharp fight, the Spanish lott yas put. to 
fight; Venegas, however, outflanked the victorious 
troops with his envalry, aud chigine drew them 
into disorders but oat this Mount, the head. of 
Dessalles's column arrived, ane enabled. Sobas. 
linni’s reserves to restore the combat. The Spa- 
nish cavalry, shattered hy muskelry, and, by: the 
fire of four pieces of artillery, was, in turn, 
vharged by a Proneh reyiinent of horse, and broken, 
Venegas rallied his troops apuin on the castle- 
hill, behind dhe villages but the king cane. up 
‘ithe the remainder of the reserve, and. the attack 
vas renowed, ‘Che Poles wail Germs: continned 
achonnveh upsinst the left thud of the Spaniards, 
vine fresh battalions dell upon theirscontre, anda 
column of six battalious forced the right; the 
height and the castle were thus carried at the Gist 
effort. Venegas atampted to cover his retreat; by 
making a stand in the pluin behind; but twe divi- 
sions of dragoons charged his troops before they 
could re-form, and the divorder became irremedia- 
bles the Spanineds, throwing away their arms, 
lispersed in every direetion, and were pustied 
mid shughtered by Ue horsemen for several hours, 











a 


PENINSUTAR WAR. 429 


Following the French account, three thousand of AUAP: 
the vanquished were slain, and four thousand taken ——— 
prisoners ; and all the guns, hagyapge, ammunition, Henk 
and curinges fell into the hands of the victors, 
whose loss did not exceed fifteen hundred men. 
The remnants of the defeated army took shelter in 
the Sierra Morena ; the head-quarters of the fourth 
corps wore then established at Aranjuez, those of 
the first at Toledo, and the king retuned in triumph 
to the capital, 5 

The Anglo-Spanish army, however, still held its — . 
positions ut Deleytosx and Jaraicejo, and sir Arthur ei 
Wellesley was not, at the first, without hopes to : 
maintain himself there, or even to resume offen- 
sive operations ; for he knew that Ney had retuned 
to Salamanca, and he erroneously believed that 
Mortier commanded only a part of the first corps, 
and that the remainder were at Toledo, On tho 
other hand, his own strength was about seventeen 
thousand men; Beresford had reached Moraloja, 
with from twelve to fourteen thousand Portuguese ; 
and between the frontier of Portuyal and Lisbon there 
were at least five thousand British troops, composing 
the brigades of Catlin Craufurd and Lightburn. 

If Soult invaded Portugal, the intention of the 
English gener was to have followed him. If the 
French remained in their presentposition, he meant 
to vecross the Tagus, and, in conjunction with Beres- 
ford’s troops, to full upon their right at Plasencia, 
For his own front he had no fear; and. he ‘was 
taking measures ta restore the broken arch of the 
Gardinal’s bridge over the Tagus, with a view: to 
his operation against Plasencia, when the miscon- 
duct of the Spanish government and its penerals 
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Angst. From the 23d of July, when the had faith of the 
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junta, the apathy of the people in Tistremacdiing, 
andthe wayward folly of Cuesta, had chocked the 
forward movements of the British, the privations et 
the latter, which had commenced nt Plasencia, daily 
tnevensed.  Tkawas in vain’ that sir Arthur, renion- 
straling: with Cuesta and the jrnta, had‘ waried 
them of the consequences; ik was in vain that he 
refused to puss the Alberehe until the necessary 
supplies were secured ; his reasonings, his vepre~ 
sentations, and even the faet of his having halted 
at Talavera, were wike disregarded by men who, 
judging from their own habits, concluded that his 
actions would ‘also be at yurianee with his pro- 
fessious, Tf he demanded toad for his troops, he 
wax answered by filse stutemants of what had been, 
and falser promises of what would be done; the 
_ glorious services rendered at Tilevera, far from 
exciting the pratitude or enlling: forth the netivity 
of the Spnnish authorities, seemed only to render 
them the more perverse. ‘Phe soldiers in’ the 
ranks were wenkened by lunger, the sick were 
dying for want of necessary suecou's, the commis- 
saries were withunt "the mens of transport’ y and 
whon sir Arthur Wellesley applied for only ninety 
artillery horses to supply the pluce of’ those killed 
in the action, Cuesta, on the very field of battle, 
and with the steam of the English blood still -reek- 
ing inhisnostrils, refused this request; two daysafter, 
he wbandoned the wounded men to an enemy thathe 
and his countrymen were hourly describing: as: the 
most ferocions and dishonourable of mankind” 
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‘The retrent of the allies: neross the Togus i in-” QHAP. 


creased the sulferings of the troops, and the warmth 





of theix goneral’s remonstrances rose in proportion to Paes 


the ill-treatment thay experienced ; but the replies, 
nothing abating in-falsenoss as to fact, now became 
insulting both to the general and his army: “« Zhe 
British were not only well but over supplied ?— 
they robbed the peasantry, pillaged the. villages, 
intercepted the Spanish convoys, and openly sold the 
provisions thus shamefully acquired :”-—" the retreat 
of the army across the Tagus was unnecessary ; 
Soult ought to have been destroyed ; and the English 
general must have secret motives for his conduct, 
which he dare not avouch :”-—and other calumnies of 
the like nature, 
_ Now, from the 20th of July to the 20th of Au- 
gust, although the Spaniards were generally well 
fed, the English soldicvs had not received ten full 
vations, [Lalfa pound of wheat in the grain, and, 
“tice aweek, a few ounces of flour, with a quarter 
of a pouul of goat's flesh, formed the sole subsis- 
_tenee of men and officers; and this scanty supply 
was procured with much labous, for the goats were 
to be caught and killed by the troops; it was, 
perhaps, upon this additional hardship that the ae- 
cusation of selling’ provisions: was founded, for, in 
such cases, it is inall armies the custom that the 
offal belongs to the men who slaughter the animals; 
bnt the famine in the camp was plainly proved by 
this very fact; for a gont’s offal sold, at this time, 
for even three or four dollars, or about double the 
usual price of the whole animal, and men and offi- 
cers strove to outbid each other for the wretched 
food. 
Tt has been said that the British soldiers are less 
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intelligent in providing for Cheisel yes, nd less 
able to sustain privations of food than the soldiers 
of any other nation, This is one of MANY ‘vulgay 
errors which have beon promulsnated respectinig them 
That they should be constantly victorious, and vt 
inferior to wll other nations iu militney (qualification, 
does not, at firsl sight, appear a very logical cons 
chision ; Dut the truth is, that, with the oxception 
of the Spanish wid Portuguese, who are, uudonb 
edly, more sober, the Hnglish soldicrs possessall the 
most valuable military qindites in as high, and many 
in emuch higher degree (un wy other nation, They 
areas rapid and as intelligent as the French: ag 
obedient as the German, as endurinp: as the Russian, 
and more robust thin any; aid, with respect to, 
food, this is sure, that uo min, of any nation, with 
less than twa pounda al salid food, of some: kind, 
daily, can do his work well Jor any length of, tne, 
A genera! charge of pillaging: is casily made. and 
hard to be disproved, yet it is certain that, the. 
Spanish troops themselves did not only pillage, but. 
wantonly devastate the country, and that without. 
any excuse, for, with the exeeption of the three 
days sueceeding the defint of Araobispo, thei r., 
lions were repular and sulliciont. With respect 
to the interruption of (heir canvoys, by the British: 
soldiers, the reverse was the fie Zhe Spanish 
cavalry intercepted the provisions aud fovage destined: 
Jor the English avy, and fired upon the foragers, 
as if they had been enemies. ‘ 
Before the middle of August there were, in the 
six regiments of Mnylish cavalry, a thousand men 
dismouuted, and the herses af sever lumdred athers 
were aniservicouble ; the bugpnge animals died in, 
greater munbers ; the artillery crtthy were seareely 
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able to drag the ulus, and otie: third of the reserve 
ammunition was given over to the Spaniards, be- 


conveyance of sick men, of which the number 
daily inereased. Marshal Beresford experienced. 
the same difliculties in the neighbourhood of Ciudad 
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Rodrigo. The numerous desertions that took place appendix, 
5 wy 


in the Portuguese army, when it becane known 
that the troops were to enter Spain, prevented him 
from taking the field so soon as he had expected ;-but, 
in the last days of July, being prepared to act, he 
crossed the Portuguese frontier, and, from’ that 
moment, the usual vexatious system of the Spaniards 
commenced. Romana still continned at Corufia; 
the duke del Parque was full of mighty projects, 
and indignant that Beresford would not blindly 
adopt his recommendations, Both generals were 
ignorant of the real strength of the French ; but the 
Spaniard was confident, and insisted upon offensive 
movements, while Beresford, a general by no means 
ofan enterprising: disposition when in the sole com. 
mand of an army, contented himself with taking up 
a defensive line behind the Agueda. In this he 
was justified; first, by his instructions, which 
obliged him to look to the pass of Perales and the 
defence of the frontier line; secondly, by the state 
of his army, which was not half organized, and 
without horsemen or artillery ; thirdly, by the con- 
duet of the Spanish authorities. 

The Portuguese troops were not only refused 
provisions, but those which had heen collected by 
sir Arthur Wellesley, and pat into the magazines 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, with a view to operate in that 
quarter, were seized by the cabilda, as security for 
adebt pretended to be due for the supply of sir 
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Jolin Moore's mniy.” Phe claim itself wa of doubts ; 


‘ful character, for Cenudock had before offered. ty 


August. pay Tt if the enbilde would produce the voucher for 


a 


its boing duc, @ preliminary whieh led not been 
complied with, ‘There was also an Englishs-eome 
nissary at Gitdad Rodrigo, cmipowwered to liquidate 
that auc wy other just elaine upon the British 
military chest; but the evbildo, like all Spaniards, 
mistuking violonee for energy, pretorred this display 
of petty power lo the interests of the common cause, 
Meanwhile, Soult having passed the Sierra de 
Giredos, by the Baiios, Beresford, Moving ing 
parallel direetion, crossed the Sierra de Gata, at 
Perales; reuched  Moralejn abot the: 12th of 
Augest, wud having salied the troops and: con 
vrloseents ent oll from Paluvera, marehcd te Salyn- 
tierra, where hie arrived the L7th, and took post 
behind the Hdga, eavering: the road: to Abrautesy: 
Such was the shite of adiivs when. the: supreme. 
junta oflived sir Avthir Wellestoy the ratik of 
cuptuiispeneral, ancl sent hina present of horses; 
and when he, acespting the rank, vefised “the 
pey us he had before refined thatsol: the Por. 
luge: yrovernmoent, they “pressed him: to renew 
alfousive operations; bat, weling us if they: thought 
the honours contemed upon the general: would 
wnply conpensite: fay the sillovinuss of the troops, 
the junta inade noe change in their system. * Sir 
Arthur Wellesley was, however, now: convinced 
that Spain was no longer che place: fora: British 
army, He relinquished the. notion vof- farther 
operations da that comutry, sent his cavalry toztle 
neighbourhood af Cueores, broke: down another 
weh of the Chudinal’s bridge, to prevent: the 
enemy from troubling: him, and, through the British 
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ambassador, informed. the juntas that he: would. im- 
mediately retire into Portugal. ‘: 

This information created the pildept oiuberations 
for, i in their swollou self-sufticiency, the members of 
the government had hitherto disregarded -all, warn- 
ings upon this subject, and now acting as, in the 
like.case, they had acted, the year before, with sir 
John Moore, they endeavoured-to avert the. conse- 
quences .af their own evil doings by vehement 
remonsirances aud jhe.most absurd statements :— 
«The French were weak and the moment. most pro- 
pitious for driving them beyond the Pyrenees :” * the 
uncalled-for retreat of the English would. ruin. the 
cause :” and go lorth. But they had to deal with a 
general as. firm as sir John Moore; and, . inthe 
British ambassador, they no longer found an instra- 
ment suited to their purposes. Lord Wellesley,,.a 
man with two many weaknesses.to be called. great, 
but of an expanded capacity, and a geniug at. once 
‘subtle. and imperious, had come out on a special 
anission,--and My, Vrere, whose last communica. 
tion with the junta had been to recommend another 
military project, was happily displaced; yet, even 
‘inshis private capacity, he made an offort to have 
some. of the generals: superseded ; and the junta, 
‘with: a:xefined irony, truly Spanish, created him 
marquis of Union, 

‘At.-Cadiz, the honours prid..to lord Wellesley 
owere extravagant and unbecoming, and his jouney 
from thence to Seville was a scene of triumph, but 
‘these: outward demonstrations of feeling did. not 
impose upon him beyond the moment, his bro- 
ther’s. correspondence and his own penetration soon 
-thabled him to make a: just estimate of the junta’s 
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protestations. Discidining (heir intrigues, and fully 


~appreeinting peneral’s right to direct the operations 


of his own amy, he seconded: sir Arthur's remon- 
strances with firmuess, wad wisely tuking-the Intter’s 
statements usa pttide und basis for his OWN: views, 
urged them upon the Spanish government with be: 
coming dignity. se 
The junta, on their part, always pVotesting: that 
the wellive of the British army was. the principal 
abject of their cure, did not tail to prove, yey 
clearly upon paper, that the troops, ever since their 
entry into Spain, had been amply snpplieds and that 
ho Measnres night he wanting to sutisly the English 
general, they invested don Lorenzo Calyo, a.mem 
ber of their body, with fall powers ta draw forth 
aud upply all the resources of the country to: the 
nourishment of both armies. This gentleman's 
promises and: assurances, relitive to. tho. supply, 
were more fill and formal than M. de Guray’s, and 
equilly false. Tle declared that provisions , aud 
fornge, in vast qunutities, were retially being, de 
livered into. the magiaines at Pruxillo, when; in 
fret, there was not even an effort making: to, collect 
uny. He promised that the British should ba served, 
Uthongh the Spanish troops should thereby suller, 
and, at the very timé of inaking this promise, he 
obliged the nlenides of un ilistnnmt town to send, into 
the Spanish camp, provisious which had been 
already purchased by an Eoplish commissary... In 
fine, lord Welleslyy had iovived too date; all the 
nischie? that petulanee, folly, lad faith, violence, 
and ignorance united, could inflict, was. alrendy 
accomplished, and, whily he was vainly wging.« 
vile, if not a treacherous povernment, to provide 
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gustenanee for the saldiers, sir Arthur withdrew the 
latter from a post where the vultures, in ‘their pre- 
science of death, were already congregating. 
The 20th, the main body of the British army 
quitted Jaraicejo, and marched by Truxillo’ upon 
Merida. The light brigade, under Cranfard, being 
relieved at Almaray by the Spaniards, took -the road 
of Caccras to Valencia de Aleantara; but the pass 
of Mirabete bore ample testimony to: the previous 
sufferings of the troops. Craufurd’s brigade, which; 
only three weeks before, had traversed sixty miles 
ina single march, were now with difficulty, and 
after many halts, able to reach the summit of the 
Mirabete, although, only four miles from their 
camp; and the side of that mountain was covered 
with baggage, and the careases of many hundred 
animals:that died in thé ascent: 
When the retrent commenced, the junta, ‘with 
the malevolence of anger engendered: by fear, :ca- 
~itmniated the man to whom, only ton days before, 
they liad addressed’ the most fulsome compliments, 
and'to whose courage and skill they owed their own 
existence, Jt was nat the want af pravisions,” 
they said, “ put some other motive that-caused the 
English general to retreat.” This wag openly and 
insultingly stated: by Garay, by Eeuia,- and -by 
Calvo, in thei correspondence with lord Wellesley 
and: sir Arthur; and at’ the same time the junta 
industriously sprond » report that the trne reason 
was “their own firm resistance to the unigenerous 
demands of the English ministers, who had re- 
quired: the cession of Cadiz and the island of Cuba, 
as the price of further assistance. But the only 
firmness they had shewn+was in resistance to the 
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just demands of their ally, At Talavera, si Arbiiny 
Wellesley had been forved 16 pive over to the Spa. 


1000. 
August. Hiards the artillery taken fein the enemy; at Men 


(Tho, he had saerificed a part of his wMtiition, ‘ 
to obtain conveyance for the wounded Men} tnd'to 
allvet the present movement from Juraivejo, without 
Jeaving his sick behind, he was obliged'to abuidon 
all his pare of aumunition and stores; then how. 
ever, the Spanish generals, who liad yetused the 
slightest aid to convey the sick and wounded men, 
immediately found anple means to camry’ off all 
these stores to their own muapazines. fn dig mai 
ner, almost bereft of bagpuge and” ainmuiition, 
those soldiers, who had withstood the flercest aflorts 
of the enemy, were driven, as it were,’ ignomint- 
ously from the eomitry they had protee led to’ ‘their 
own loss, Haid, 
The With, the headquarters being a0] Meridia 
despatch from Jord Wellesley was reeeived.!’’He 
painted ip strong colonrs the terror of the ‘jhinth, re 
the distraction of the people, the universal’ ‘edie ° 
sion; mil with a mtu) mnxioty to mitigate their *. : 
distréss, he proposed: that the Biitish amy sh pid, 
notwithstanding the past, ~ endenvour aver 
Andalusia, by taking, i conjinetion with the’ ‘Spa: 
nish wmy, a defensive post behind’ the Guodinis, 
in such manner that the left should yest onthe 
frontier of Portugal: (o facilitate this he’ lind he 
said, presented a plan to the janta for the’ futdie 
supply of provisions, and the vicinity of” thofidit- 
tier md of Seville would, he luped, obviate ‘any 
dificulty on that point, But ho vested his: project 
entirely upon politienl grounds, and_ it is’ worthy 
of observation, that he, who for pany ‘yents had, 
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with despotic power, controlled the moyementé of oii 


immense armies in'India, enrefully avoided any ap- 





“pearance of meddling with tle general’s province. Aust 


« Tam,” said he, “ fully sensible not only of. the 


‘indelicacy, Init of the inntility of attempting to offer.” 


to, you any opinion of mine ina situation where 
your own judgement must he your best. guide,”-—- 
'« Viewing, however, so,ncarly, the painful conse- 
quences of your immedinte, retreat into Portugal, 
‘Thave deemed it to he my duty’to: submit it to 
‘your consideration the possibility of adopting an 
intermediate plan.” Let this proceeding, he com- 
pared with, Mr. Frere’s conduet , to, sir John Moore 
‘on a,similar oceagion, 


On, the. receipt of this tleapotoh, sir Arthiar 


‘Wellesley halted at Merida for some, days, he was 
able ii that country to obtain provisions; and ‘he 
_wished, if possible, to-allay the exeitement,occa- 
_sioned by his retreat; but he refused to co-operate 
again with the Spaniards, “Want,” he suid, “had 
“driven him to separate from them, but tliair shame- 

ful. flight. at Arzobispo would: ajone have justified 

‘hin for doing so. ; To.take (up a defensive position 
- behind the, Gundiana: would be useless, becanse 
“that river was fordable,eaud the ground behind it 
weak. ‘The dine of” the Topus, occupied at the 
moment by. Eguia, was so strong, that. if the 
Spaniards could defend ny thing they miglit 

defend that. His advice then was that they should 
send the pontoon-bridge to Badajos, and remain 
_on the defensive at Deleytoza and Almaraz, * But, 
it might be asked, he said, was there no.chanee of 
renewing the’ offensive? To what purpose? The 
French were as numerous, if not, more.so, than 
the allies; and, with respect to ‘the Spaniards at 
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least, superior in discipline and every milithyy 


-quility, To udvance again was only to play. the 


sume losing gumeas before. Baiios aul Perales myst: 
be guarded, or the Diads in Castile would again 


pour throngh upon the rear of the allied: army; 


but who was fo guard these passes? The Beush 


owere too few to detuch, ane the Spaniards could not 


be tensted; undif they could, Avila and the Guadg. 
ram passes remained, hy which the enemy coult 
reinforce the. aemy in fronty--for there were: no: 
Spanish troops inthe nevth of Spain capable. of 
waking a diversion” | . : : 

« But there was a more serious consideration, 
namely, the constant and shameli misbehaviour, 
of the Spanish troops before the eheny, Wey 
in Magland,” suid sir Arthur, “ never hear of their 
defeats and Aights, but Lhave heard Spanish officers 
tolling of nineteen or twenty actions. off the deserips: 
tion of that at the bridge af Arzoabispo, recounts of 
whieh, PE believe, hinve never "boon published” 
“on the. batt of Pahwern,” he continued, Gin 
which the Spanish anuy, with very trifling excep. 
dion, was not engupedeswhale corps teow, sway: 
their ams, and orn all) when they wore neither 
aldaeked nar threatened awith wn attacks When, 
these dastardly soldigrs run away they plunder 
every thing they meet hie their Tight. from 
Talavert they plundered the baggnge of the British 
anny, which was, at that moment, bravely engaged 
in their cnuse.” 

For these reusons he would not, he snid, again. 
co-operate with the Spaniards; yet, by taking post 
on the Portuynese frontier, he would hang: upon 
the enciny's flank, and thus, unless the latter,came 
with very preat forces, prevent hin: from crossing 
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the Guadiana, This reasoning was conclusive, but ¢Har. 
: AW. iH 
ere it veaehed lord Wellesley, the latter. found ———— 
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that.so dir from his plans, relative to the. supply, peach 


having been adopted, he could not even get an 
answer. from the junta; that miserable body, -at. 
éne moment shrinking with fear, at the next bursting: 
‘with folly, now talked of thé enemy's being about 
to. retire to the Pyrenees, ‘or evento the interior of 
France! and asstiming the right to dispose of the 
Portuguese army us well as of their own, impor- 
tunately pressed for an immediate, combined, aften- 
sive operation, by the troops of the three nations, 
tovharass the enemy in’ his retreat! but, at the 


same tine, they ordered Eeuiw to withdraw. from, 


* Deleytoza, beltind the Guadiana. 

© ©The Bist, Eguia reached La Serena, and Vene- 
gos having rulicd his fugitives in the Morena,’ aad 
being reinforced from: the depdts in Andalusia, the 

_ two armies amiougped to about fifty thousand men, 
of which vight or ten thousand were horse; :for, as 

_ Theve before observed, the Spanish cavalry seldom 
“éufercd nich. But the tide of popular discontent 


“was now acting Cull against the central gévernment. 
Tho members of the uncient junta of Seville worked’ 


incessontly for their overthrow. “Romana, Castafios, 
Cuesta, Allutzuerque, all, dnd they weve‘ any, 
who had suffered: dishonou at their hands, were 
against them; and tho local junta of Estretmadura 
insisted that Albuquerque should command in that 
province, ‘Thus pressed, the supreme. junta, 
considering Venegas as a man devoted to their 
wishes, resolved to increase his’ forces: For this 
purpose they gave Albuquerque the command in 
Estremadura, yet furnished him with only twelve 
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HOOK thoustuid men, und sont the remainder, of Eguigs 
"Tyg. EMMY to-Vonegmay ut the sium: time, they.made a 
Sept. last-eflort to. engage. the Britigh, general ty their 
provevdings, allering to pluce Albuquerque: anidgy 
his orders, provided he would undextuke.an offen. 
sive movement, By these nienns, they maintained 
their tottering power, but their plans, being fomdea: 
upon vile political intrigues, could inno wise alter 
sir Arthur Wellesley’s determination, which “wag | 
the resale of cnluyed military views. He refused’ 
Aventis thoiy offers; and, the 4th of September, his heud- 
quarters were established at Badnjase Meanwhile, © 
Romana delivering over his army to the duke de: 
Parque, reprived ta Sevitle; and Venegas ‘agajn 
‘advanced inte La Manehu, but at the approach, 
of a very inferior force of the enemy, votived, with, , 
all the haste and confusion of w rout, to the Morena,» 
The English toaps were then distributed in Bada. 
‘jos, Elves, Campo Mayor, and other places, on both 
hanks of the Coadinna; the hpigndes alveady in’ 
Portugal were brought ap to tle anny, andthe’ 
Jost aminanition ‘and equipments were replaced 
from the ningadines at Lishon, Abrmntes, and San 
tarem; Beresford, leuving same light troops and. 
militin on dle vontions, retivest to Uhoniay, and this 
eventhil campaign, oftwo months, terminated. 
The loss of the army was considerable; above 
three thousand five Iamdred men lil heen killed, 
ov had died of sickness, or fidlen into the encmy's 
hands, Fifteen hundred horses had perished from 
want of food, esehisive off those lost in ntiles the 
spirits of the soldiers were depressed, and a. heart 
burning hatred of the Spaniards was engendered by 
the treatment all bad endured. To fll the cup, 
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the pestilent fever of the Guadiana, assailing bodies Gare 


vwhich fatigue: and bad nourishment had -already 7 
predisposed to discase, made frightful ravages; Sept 
dysentery, that scourge of armies, raged, sand, inva . 
short time, above five: thousand men ‘died“in. the “ 
“hospitals. : ma 
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CHAPTER IX, 


DUSERVATIONS, 


Doning this short, but important éunprige; the 
.wanies on both sides acted in violation of the maxi 
which condemus “ dowhle ceternal lines af operation 
Dut the results vindicated (ho soundness of the pile: 
Nothing pernmuent or great, nathing proportionats 
to the number of the troops, the yastness ‘of the 
combinations, or the repletion of the command dis, 
was achieved ; yet, neither sir Artur Wellesley; 
nor the duke of Dalmatia, ner marshal Jourdan’ ean 
be justly censured, secing: that the ‘two last were 
controlled by the king, and the first by eireama! 
stances of a peculiar nature, The Mrongh marshals 
were thwarted by superior authority ; aud the English 
general, commanding an iixiliary force, was ob! if 
to yewulate his movements, nol by lis own military 
views, bat hy the retin state of the Spaniards” 
operations, and with referenes to the politics: aid” 
temper of that people, 

Ta Mancha was (he true lite by whieh to ‘et 
against Madrid ; but the British army was on the 
frontior of Portugal, the junta refused Cadia-as'a 
place of arms, und without Cadiz, or some other 
fortified seaport, uvither prudence, nor his instruc 
tions, would permit sir Arthur to huzud a great 
operation on that sides hence he adopted, not what 
wits dost fitCing, in a miililiy sense, but what was 
least objcctionnble among the few plans that could 
be concerted at all with the Spanish generals and 
govermment. Now, the latter being: resolved to act 
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with strong armies, both in Estremadura and: La WES 
Mancha, the Mnglish genoral had but to remain on ———- 


a miserable defensive system in Portugal, or to unite 
with Cuesta in the valley of the Tagus. His terri- 
torial line of operations was therefore a matter of 
necessity, and any fair eriticism must be founded on 
the management of his masses after it>vas chosen, 
That he did not greatly err in his conception of the 
campaign, is to be inferred from the fact, that Na- 
poleon, Soult, Victor, and Jourdan, simultaneously 
expected him upon the very line he followed. He 


was thwarted by Cuesta at every step, Venegas 


failed to aid him, and the fatal error relative to 
Soult’s forces, under which he laboured. throughout, 
vitiated all his operations ; yet he. shook the intru- 
sive monarch roughly, in the midst of fifty thousand 
men, 

-, Lot the project be judged, not by what did happen, 
but by what would have happened, if Cuesta had 
been netive, and if Venopyas had performed his part 
loyally. The junction of the British and Spanish 
forces was made at Naval Moral, on the 22d of 
July, The duke of Belluno, with twenty-one thou- 
sand men, was then in position behind the Alberche, 
the fourth corps near Madrilejos in La Mancha, 
and Joseph it Madrid, where genoral Foy had just 
arrived, to concert Soult’s movement upon Plasencia. 
It. is evident that the king and, Sebastiani, could 
not reach the scene of action before the 26th or 26th 
of July, nor could Soult influence the. operations 
before the Ist or 2d af August. If then, the allied 
amy, being sixty thousand strong, with a’ hundred 
pieces of artillery, had attacked Victor on the morm- 
ing of the 28d, it is to be presumed that the latter 
would have been beaten, and obliged to: retreat, 
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either: upon Madrid or Poledoy but the countey ins 
mediutely in his rewr was open, and: ten thousand 
horsemen gould have been launched in ‘the pul 
suit, Bir Rohert Wilson, ulso, would: have been 
on Victor's flank, if) neplecting: wv junction with the 
fourth corps, that marshal had taken the -voad to 
Madrid; and if that of Toledo, the first and fourth 
corps would have been separated from the king, who 
did not reuch Vargus until the evening of the 26th, 
but who would not, in this ease, have been able to 
cadvanve at all beyond Naval Carneiro, os aici. 
Now, admitting: that, hy superior discipline! and 
experionce, the French (oops had flected thety 
retront on either line without any serious calantity, 
what would have followed ? et eusediuy 
I Uf Victor joined the king, the ‘Intter ‘could 
dtly have retired, by Ciuadalaxara, upon the third 
corps, or huye gone by the Guadaruna en 
Soult, we Perit 
2°. Lf Vietor joined Sebastian, the tive cant 
trust have retreated to Gamduhixara, nd: the king 
would have joined them thera, avy as before spid, 
have pushed for the Gundaruma to join Soult. | 
No doubt, thatanarshal, having: so powerfal:an 
amy; would, in either case, have restored Foseph 
to his capital; and have ent olf sie Arthur's commu 
nication with Portapal by tho valley of the Thgus. 
Nevertheless, a great moral impression would have 
been produced by the tomporery loss of Madrid, 
which was, moreover, the peneral depdt of all the 
Freneh armies ; and, meanwhile, Venogas; -Cucsta, 
and sir‘Arthur Wellesley would have been: united, 
and-ow one line of operations (that of La: Mandha), 
which, under such ciroumstanees, would have forced 


fhe junta to consent to the ocenpetion of Cadiz, In 
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“this view-it mast be -udmitted that the ‘plan was 
conceived with genius. " ry 
Victor's position.on the Alien was, ‘howeves 
itr ogy hé commanded twenty-five thousand vete- 
yarisj!and, us the Spaniards were - very. incapable 
in the field,. it may be argued that.a general moye- 
_ ment of the whole army to Escalona; and from thence 
‘to’ Maqueda, would have been preferable to-a direct 
attack at Salinas; because: the - allies, if. thus. suds 
denly placed in the midst of the French corps; 
might have beaten. them in dotail, and would. cer- 
tainly. have eut.the king. off from. the. Guadarama, 
and forced him back npon the Guadalaxara..;, But, 
with Cuesta fon a.colleague, how: could o, general 
undertake an operation eoulting bacetcni the 
hicest calculation ? ‘ 
The false dealing of the junta no o prudence could 
guard: against ;’ but experience proves, that, without 
extrnor inary. good fortune, some accident will always 
happen to mar the combinations of armies acting 
upon double cvtennal:-ines.” -And.so.it was-with 
vespect to Vonegus 5. for that. peneral,, with. a foree 
of twenty-six thousand.mon, suffered himself to be 
held in cheek.for five days by three thougond French, 
dnd-at! tho; battle: of Almonacid shewed,, that..he 
knew neither when to.ndvante nor-when to-retreat, 
ouThe patience with »which sir: Arthur Wellesley 
‘hore ‘the foolish insults of: Cuesta, and .the u- 
daunted firmness, with, which. he sought ,.to.pro- 
tect the Spanish.army,.: require .ne illustration. 
Whenithe latter fell back: from. St. Ollalla on the 
26th, it-was impossible for:the British ;to retreat 
with. honour ;: and-there.is nothing more memorable 
an the history of. this war, nothing more. creditable 
‘to the porsonal.character.of the. English chief, than 
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ne the Tutte of Talavera, considered us can: isolated 


“event. Nevertheless, that contest proved that the 
allies were rable to nttsia their ebjeets for not 
withstiading Vietor's  ill-jndgnd partial altacks: on 
the night of the 27th aud morning off the 9th, 
wid potwitlistdiny che find repulse of the Vrench, 
all the advuntiees of the movements, as a Whole, 
were With the Inter, They were, onthe Bist of 
Judy, including the garrison of Toledo, still above 
forty thousmd meu, and they maintained: their 
central position, althouwh it wis not witil the Ist of 
August dit Soult’s approach enased ay change in 
ies views of the wlied generals 5 ond this brings ns 
to the fimdamental error of sit Arthur Meigseys 
operations. 

That so able a conummder should engage himgelf 
in the narvew valley of the: Theva with twenty 
thousand British and forty thousand Spanish: troops, 
when fifty thousand Preneh were waiting: for lim 
at the farther end, und nbave fifty thousand more 
were hanging on his thik and ven, shows that the 
greatest masters of Chie rh auay ern: but he whe 
wars, walks in imist through which the keonost eyes 
emmot always seer the right path, © Spewb to 
ane of ae generat wha has onde no mistakes in war! 
suid Trrenne, “aad yas sneak af ane Wha has seldom 
andde wean” 

Sir Artie Wellesley this excused hia orrorp 
When To entered Spain] had reason: to believe: 
that T should be joined by a Spanish anny in such 
aw respeetuble shite of cliseipline nad cfieteney, ag: 
that it had kept int check, during nunrly three 
months after adetoat, a French army, at one time: 
superior, and at no time meh inferior” ; 

“7 had likewise reason to believe chat the French. 
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corps, in the north of Spain, were fully employed; clap. 
and although I had heard of the arrival of marshal ae 
Soult at Zamora, on the 29th of June, with a view 
to equip the remains of his corps, I did not think 
it possible that three French corps, consisting of 
thirty-four thousand men, under three marshals, 
could: have been assembled at Salamanca without 
the knowledpe of the governor of Cindad Rodrigo, 
or of the junta of Castile; that these corps could” 
hava been moved from their stations in Galicia, 
the Asturias, and Biscay, without setting free, for 
goneral operations, any Spanish troops which had 
been opposed to them, ov without any other incon- 
venience to the enemy than that of protrecting, to 
a later period, the settlement of his government in 
those provinees;--- and that they could have 
penetrated into Lstremadura, without a shot being 
fred at them by the treaps deemed sufficient: to 
defend the passes by the Spanish generals.” 

Thus it was, that like the figures ine phantas- 
magorin, the military preparations of Spain, however 
menacing in appearance, were invariably found to 
be vain and illusory. ‘That sir Arthur Wellesley's 
error was not fatal is to be attributed to ‘three 
CAUSES I+ 

1 The reluetance of marshal Ney to quit As- 
torga;-~-2", ‘The march of the fifth corps upon 
Villa Castin instead of Salamanca ;—-8°. The vehe- 
mence with which Victor weed the battle of Tala- 
vera: in short, jenlousy among the marshals, and 
the undecided temper of the king. 

-Tf Soult had not been thwarted, he would have 
concentrated the three corps near Salamanea before 
the 20th, and he would have reached: Plasencia 
before the 2&th of July, <The allies must. then 

VOW, Tey 26 
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Wook have faveed their way into La Mancha, of. been 


VUE, 


ss erusheds but could they lave dene the’ former 


without another bute? without the loss of all 
the.wounded men? could they hive done it at all? 
The British, including Robert Crnulued’s brignds, 
were seventeen thousand fighting mon on the 99¢h, 
yok wasted with futizue and hunger, The Spaniards 
were above. thirty thousand; hut in then no: trast 
could be placed for in effort requiring fine discipline 
and courage of the highest order. ‘The intrasive 
king was al the head af torly thousand good troops, 
Venegas, at once ipnorint and hampered by the: 
intrigues of the junta, was as nought in the opera- 
tions, whilu Soulls step, stealthy wher the situation 
of afhivs was abseure, would have been impetuous 
when a light broke on the field of battles ip ig 
seareely possible ta cauceive that the alles could 
have foreed thei way i front before that marshal 
would have filler on thede reas, 


PRENCH OPERATIONS, : 

Joseph was fiuntly snecessfil; yok it may- be 
sifely aflivmod that, with the exception of uniting 
his Cheew carps behind the Clara, au the oven: 
iny of the 86th, bis proceedings were we almost im 
interrupted series af Grrars, The wort not. auffer 
Soull.te besiege Ciuckul Rodrigo with seventy thou 
sand men, in the end of July. ‘To protect Madrid 
from the army of Venegas oyerbalaneed, in his inind, 
the advantages of this bold and grand project, 
which would inevitnhly five drawn sir Arthur 
Wellesley from the Tazas, and which, interrupting 
all military commtuiention between the nerthemn 
and southern provinces, and cosaring possession of 
Castile and Leon, world, by iis success, have 
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opened a broad way to Lisbon. Cuesta and: ‘Vonegas, cap. 
meanwhile, would bave marched against Madrid | 
Cuesta and Venepas, acting on external dines, and 
whose united force did net oxcecd sixty-live thou- 
sand men! The king, holding « central position, 
with fifty thousand French veterans, was alermed-at 
this prospect, and, rejecting Soult’s plan, drew 
Morticr, with tho fifth corps, to Villa Castin, 
Truly, this was to avoid the finit-tree from fear of 
anettle at its stem! 

Sir Arthur Wellesley’s advance to Talavera was 
the result of this great error, but he having thus 
incautiously afforded Soult an opportunity of strik- 
ing'a fatal blow, « fresh combination was concerted. 
The king, with equa judgment and activity, then 
wnited all his own forees near Toledo, separated 
Venegas from Cuesta, pushed buck the latter upon : 
the inglish army, and abliged both to stand on the , 
defensive, with eyes attentively directed to their 
frout, when the real point of danger was in the 
rear. Chis indeed was skilfal; but the battle of 
Talavera which followed was a palpable, an enor- 
mous, fit, ‘Whe allies could neither move forward 
nor backward, without being infinitely worse situated 
for success than in that strong position, which 
acamed marked out by fortund herself for their seeu- 
rity. Until the 3st, the operations of Venegas were 
not even felt, hence, till the 31st, the French position 
on the Alberche might have been maintained with- 
aut danger; and, on the first of August, the head of 
Soult’s calumn was at Plasencia. 

Let us suppose that the French had merely made 
Jemonsteations on the 28th, and had retired behind 
the Adberche the 20th, would the allies have dared 
© attack them in that position? The conduct of 
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nok the Spaniards, on the evening of the 27th, answeig 
“the question; and, moreover, Joseph, with an aimy 
compact, active, mul experiénced, could, with ened, 
hive buflled any efforts of the combined forces to 
bring him to ution; he might heaye covered him: 
self by the Guadarama river and by the Tague in 
succession, and the further he led his opponents 
from Tavera, without uncovering the line of La 
Mancha, the more certain the elect of Soult’s ope- 
ration: but here we have another proof that double 
external lines are essentially vicious, 

The combined movement of the Freuch was dé 
sirable, from the greatness of the object to be pained, ” 
wid sufi, from the powerful foree on each point; 
and the ocension was so fivourable that, notwith: 
standing the imprudent heat of Vietor, the reluctance’ 
of Ney, and the unsteady temper of the king; the 
fate of the allies was, np to the evening of the 3d, 
heavy in the seule, Nevertheless, as tho central 
position held by the allies, cut the dine of corres: 
pondence between Joseph oul Soult, the king's 
despulchos were tifercopted, and the whole ape. 
nition, ever at the Inst how, was dins balled. The 
first clement of suecess in wer is, that avery 
thing should emmumte from a single head; and it 
would bave heen preferable that the king, drmving 
the second and filth corps to hii by the pass of the 

inadarama, or by that of Avilu, should, with the 

¢ighty thousand men thus united, have fallen upon 
the allies in front. Sueh a eombinution, although 
of Joss brilliant promise tim the one adopted, 
would have heen more sure; and the less a general 
trusts fo fortune the bettors—she is capricious! 

When one Spanish army was suprised at Arzo- 
hispo, another completely heaten at Almonacid, and 
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* when Wilson’s Portuguese. corps was aiucend at’ clr. 
Bafios, the junta had just completed the measure of ——~ 


their folly by quarrelling with the British which 
was the only force left that could protect them. 
The French were, in trath, therefore, the masters 
of the Peninsula, but they tgrminated their opera- 
tions at the very moment when they should haye 
pursued them with redoubled activity, because the 
general aspect of allvirs and the particular cireum- 
stances of the campaign were alike favourable. 
For Napoleon was victorious in Germany; and of 
the British expeditions against Italy and Holland, 
the former had scarcely struggled into life,—the lat- 
ter was already corrupting in death. Tence, Joseph 
might have been assured that he would receive 
reinforcements, but that none, of any consequence, 
could reach his adversarics; and, in the Peninsula, 
there was nothing to oppose him. Navarre, Biscay, 
Aragon, and the Castiles were subdued; Gerona 
closely beleaguered, and the rest of Catalonia, if 
not quieseont, totally unable to succour that noble 
city. Valencia was inert; the Asturias still trembling; 
in Gallicia there was nothing but: confusion, Ro- 
mana, commanding ‘fifteen thousand. infantey, but 
neither cavalry nor artillery, was then at. Corutia, 
and dived not quit the mountains. The duke del 
Parque held Ciudad Rodrigo, but was in no condi- 
tion to make head against more than a French 
division, The battle of Almonacid had cleared La 
Maneha of troops, Estremadura and Andalusia were, 
as we have seon, weak, distracted, and incapable of 
‘solid resistance, There remained only the English 
and Portuguese imics, the one being at Jaraceijo, 
the other at Moralgja, 

The line of resistance may, therefore, be said to 
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ane have extended from the Sierra Morea to Corufige. ° 

weno wert Cram tls Tengtly; weaker, Ut the allied corps, 
bebig separated by mounting, by rivers, and by 
vast tracts of country, and having different basog of 
operation, suchas Lisbon, Seville, and. Cindad 
Radvige, could not get in concert, except ofan 
sively; and with bow lide elleet in that way the 
eompaign of Talavera had proved, But the French 
were concentrated nn umrow space, and, having 
only Marlrid to cover, were il vinnlagcously situated 
for offensive or defeusive movements, Tho allied 
forces were, for the urost purt, inyperlectly organised, 
and would not, allowether, have amounted to ninety 
thousand fighting men. ‘The Veeneh were aboye 
one hundred thamand, Annyerous from their dis. 
cipling and experiences, more diigerous that they 
held aw eentral position, and that thei aumbers 
were unknown to their opponeuts; and, moreover, 
having, in four days, pained one peneraband two 
ininor battles, their cournge was high and eager, 

feo Gulva AG this periods by the aeknowlowement of: the 


Gavay and 


york Spaniards themselves, the tite of the country de- 


Conerpne Honded entively upon the Uvitigh troops, andy doubt. 


un 

Hai Joss, the hatter were sokdivs of no ordinmy stumps 
yet there is a dimit to dimeut power, in war as well. 
as in other nnatlers. hiv Arthur Wellesley. was: at 
the heal af seme seventeen thousand men, of all 
rms, aad abet five Chousuad were between Lishdn 
and Aleantame: bit the whole rench amy could, 
iu two days, have been concentented in the valley 
of the Tazus. Soult, alone, of all the associated 
generals, appears to have viewed this erisis with 
the eye af a geeut commander, Ulad ke been pee- 
witted to follow up the attack at Arszobispo, onthe 
8th of August, what could the seventeen thousand 
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starving British troops, cheumbered with the terror- oDsr, 
stricken Spaniards, have effected against the.seventy ~——~ 


thousand French that would have «stormed their 
positions on three sides at once? The hardy, on- 
during Euglish infantry might, indeed, have held 
their ground in. one battle, but could they have 
fought a second? . Would not-a movement of the 
first corps by Guadalupe, would not famine alone, 
have forced the ten or twelve thousand. men remain- 
ing (if, indeed, so many were left) to abandon, the 
banks of the Tagus, to abandon, also, their pares 
of ammunition and their wounded men, and ‘to 
retreat towards Portugal? and to retreat, also, with 
little. hope, harassed, as they would have been, 
by six thousaud horsemen, for Soult had eighteen 
regiments of cavalry. 


Let it be supposed, however, that the strength of 


the Moza ('Ibor and the Mivabete had bafled all 
the cnomy’s efforts, and that, seeing the allies fixed 
in those positions, the sixth corps, in pursuance: of 
Soult’s second proposal, had crossed the frontier of 
Portugal: sir Arthur Wellesley, contemplating" 
such on event, afimmed that he meant: to follow 
them in any movement they might make against 
Lisbon, There were, however, two ways of following, 
the. ono by the south and the other by the north 
bank of the Tazus. Now, if he designed to cross 
the Tagus at the Cardinal's bridge, and so, connect 
ing his right with Beresford, to hang on the enemy's 
rear, it could only have been while he was. igno- 
rant of Venegas’ defeat, and when he imagined 
the Fyonch to have but thirty thousand men in the 
valley of the Tagus; but they had above seventy 
thousand; and, without endangering Madrid, they 
could have invaded Portugal with, at least, fifty 
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~ he desipmed to move by the south sidy of the Tagus, 
the French line of march wpon Abrantes and Lisbon 
was shorter than his; md Boresford, who only 
verched Moraleja on the 12th, would have boon 
eut off, aud thrawn buck upon Almeida, — It.is tne 
that mushal Ney alleged the diticulty of feeding 
the troops in the country ahont Plasencia and Coria, 
and the prudenea of Soalt’s project might, in ae 
respeet, lave heen somewhat questionable, But 
the duke of Elehingen was averse. to ay invasion 
of Portugal, and, to an unwilling mind, difficulties 
enhupe beyond their due propartion;, moreover, 
his talents were more remarkable ina battle than 
in the dispositions for a campaign, and Soult’s 
opinion musi, on this oceasion, ba allowed: greater 
weight; beewuse the Vern de Plasencia and the 
valleys of the Bojar and the Gata mountains, were 
excocdingly fertile, and tad been little injured, 
and the object was, not ta fis a base of opera 
tions, but to obtain a momentiay: subsistence nntil 
wricher country could be opened, 

Admitting, however, that tw inareh on Lisbon 
was not feasible wk that moment, there could have 
heen no wellfoonded objection to the siege of 
Gindad Rodrigo, which Soult again proposed, The 
emperor's instructions were indeed pleaded, .-but 
those were general, and founded on. the past errors 
of the campaign, whieh made hin doubtful of the 
future; they were not applicable to the peculiar 
circumstances of the moment, and would have been 
disregarded by a general with a tithe of his. own 
genius. Forkimately for Spain, the intrusive king 
was not a prea commander; when he might 
have entered the temple of vietory with ban: 
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ners Aying, he stretched himself ‘at the threshold SnAR. 


and slept. 
The departure of the English army was a remark 


able cpoch in the Peninsular war. The policy of 


combining operations with the Spanish armies, and 
of striking directly at the great masses of the 
French, had been fairly acted upon, and had failed ; 
and the long-cherished delusion, relative to Spanish 
enthusiasm and Spanish efficiency, was at last dis- 
sipated, The transactions of the campaign of 1809 
form a series of practical comments upon the cam- 
paign of 1808, All the objections which had been 
made to sit John Moore’s conduct, being: put to the 
test of experience, proved illusory, while the sound- 
ness of that general’s views were confirmed in every 
particular. ‘The ‘leading events of the two cam- 
paigns bear a striking resemblance to each other. 

Both sir Arthur Wellesley and sir John Moore. 
advanced from Portugal to aid the Spanish armies, 
The first general commanded about twenty thousand, 
the last about twenty-thrce thousand men; but 
there was this difference: that, in 1808, Portugal 
was so disorganised as to require a British’ force 
to keep’ down anarchy ; whereas, in 1809, Por- 
tugal formed a good base of operations, and a 
Portuguese army was acting In co-operation with the 
British. 

Sir John Moore was joined by six thousand men, 
under Romana, and there was no other Spanish 
army in existence to aid hint. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley was joined by thirty-eight 
thousand Spaniards, under Cuesta, and he caleu- 
lated upon twenty-six thousand, under Venegas ; 
while from twenty to twenty-five thousand others 
were acting in Gallicia and Leon. 
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wok Sir Jali Moore was iyyent to throw himself intg 


noem the: heat al Spain, to aid a people represented ag 


abounding ie courige tnd every other military 
virtue, dcdip all whit la could net seo by. that 
which was within his view, he doubted the truth of 
these representations, sd tduking: that a powerfal 
anny, conmamded by aman of the pretest inilitary 
wenius, was likely to prove formiduble, he was wr 
willing to conmit bis own smi) foree in an unequal 
contest. Nevertheless, feeling that some practicable 
demonstration of the difieuttios a he encountered 
was required by the tamper of the Gimesy he made 
f& amovement, foo delicute nud dunperous fo. be 
adopted, nuless fora event potition) as well ag mil 
tary purpose, "Po relieve the southern provinces; 
und to convines the English government and the 
Raglish public thi they lid taken n- false view of 
affairs, were the objacts of his advanee to the Cation 
“rivers but, although fie careied his tuny forward 
with a boldness that marked the consciousness of 
superior talents, he never Tost siht al dhe dangoe 


he wea ineaering by exposing his tak to the Prenek 


emperor. "Po obyhite Qhis dinyrer is mac as possible, 
he ostublishesd a second line af reteent upon Galliety; 
want he kept aowateh tial cya apon thy elowd pather. 
jy ut Maudvidl. | Avrivéal in’ front of Boult’y corps; 
and being upon the point of attecking him, the 
expected storm burst, but, by a rapid march to 
Benevento, Maore seve bine!’ Crom beiny token 
dn flak and rear dnd thedtrayed,  Benevente was, 
however, untenmble aguinst the forges brought up 
hy Napoleon, ane the retreat being continued-to 
Corafia, the army, after a battle, embarked. 

Lt waa objected 1 ‘That Moore should: have 
pone lo Madrid ;---2". "That he: should have fought 
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at Astorga,. at Villa Vranca, and at Lugo, instead mAs 


of at Cornfia ;-~3°, That he overrated the strength — 


of the enemy, and undervalued “the strength and 
enthusiasm of the Spaniards ; aud that, being-of a 
desponding temper, he lost the opportunity: of 
driving the. French beyond the Ebro, for, that a 
battle gained (and it was assumed that a battle 


must have heen gained had he attacked) would: have 


assuredly broken the cnemy’s power, and called 
forth all the energies of Spain. 

Sir John Moore reasoned that the Spanizh en. 
thusiasm was not great, that it evaporated in 
boasting and promises, which could not be: relied 
upon; that the British army was sent as an. aux- 
iliary, not ag a principal force, and that the native 
armies being all dispersed before he could come to 
their assistance, the cuemy was far too strong. to 
contend with single-handed ; wherefore, it was pra- 
dent to re-wmbark, and to choose some other base of 
operations, to be conducted upon sounder views of 
the actual state of. alairs, ‘or to give up the contest 
altogatlery for that little ar no hope of final success 
could he entertained, unless the councils and. dis- 
positions of the Spaniards changed for the better, 
Te died; and the Inglish ministers, adopting the 
reayoning of his detractors,, once more sent an 
auxiliary army to Spain, although the system still 
existed which he had denounced as incompatible 
with success, ; 

Sir Arthur Wellesley; a general of their own 
choice,. and assuredly a better could not have been 
made, was placed at the head of this army ; and, 
after giving Soult a heavy blow on the Douro; he 
also advanced to deliver Spain. «Like sir: John 
Moore, he was cramped for want of money, and, 
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wook Tike sir Jolin Moore, he was pesteretdt with false 


‘representations, und a variety of plans, founded 


upon short-sighted views, und displaying great 
ignomuee of the art of wars but, finally, he adapted; 
and, as fir as the inveterate nature af the people he 
had to deal with would pemnit, exeented a project; 
which, like sir Joh Moare’s, hind for its objecti.ta 
overpower the French in his front, and, by forcing 
them to concentrate, relieve the distint: proving 
cess und give full play to the enthusiasm of the 
Spiuntiards, 

When sir dol Moore advanced, there were-no 
Spanish amies to assist him y the French were 
nbove three hundred sot twenty thousand strong, 
and of these two hundred aud filly thousand were 
disposable to move ugninst any points moreover, 
they were commanded in person hy Napoleon, of 
whom it has been said by the duke of Wellington, 
that his presenes, wlone, was equal to forty thou- 
suid oad troops, Be, 

When sir Arthur Wellesley advanced, the French’ 
forees in the Peninsida did net exceed to hendred 
wd sixty thousand men, at whieh uly ou hiv 
dred thousiund could be brougdit te hear on his 
aperdtions ; and he wre assisted hy sixty. thousand 
Spunineds, well armed, and tolevably disciplined, 
His pluns were certainly Inid with great ability upon 
the dite furnished to him, but he trusted to Spanish 
promises ond to Sprnish energy, and he did not 
fail to repent his credulity,  Tfe delivered and 
gained that battle whieh sir John Moore had been 
reproached for not essuying > but it was found thet 
wveleran French army, ever of inferior mimbers, 
was Hol to he destrayed, ar evan much dispirited, 
by one defvat; and while this battle was fighting, 
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Soult, with fifty:thousand mon, came down upon HAP. 
the flank and rear of the English, a movement ‘pre- ——— 
cisely similar to that which Napdleon had. made 

from Madrid upon the flank and rear of six John 
Moore. ‘This last general saved: himself-by cross- 

ing the Esla, in the presence of the French pa- 
troles; and in like manner, siv Arthur evaded 
destruction by crossing the Tagus, within view of 

the cnemy’s scouts; so closely timed was. the 
escape of both. 

When sir John Moore retreated, the Spanish 
government, reproaching him, asserted that the 
French were on the point of ruin, and Romana, 
aven at Astorga, continued to urge offensive ope- 
rations, 

* When sir Arthur Wellesley retired from Jaraceijo, 
the junta in the same manner asserted that the 
Tvench were upon the point of retiring from Spain, 
and general Eguia proposed offensive operations. 

In explaining his motives, and discussing the treat- 
ment he had met with, sir John Moore wrote thus ° 
to his own government: © Zhe British were sent to 
aid the Spanish armies, but. they are not equal to en- 
counter the Trench, who have at least eighty thou- 
sand men, and we have nothing to expect from the 
Spaniards, who are not to"be trusted; they are 
apathetic, lethargic, quick to promise, backward to 
act, improvident, insensible to the shame of flying 
before the enemy, they refuse all assistance, and I 
am obliged to leave ammunition, stores. and money, 
behind, The Spanish armics have shewn no rego- 
lution, the people no enthusiasm nor daring spivit, 
and that which has not been shown hitherto, I know 
not why it should be expected to be displayed here- 
after.” Such were his expressions. 


” 
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~ When' sir Arthur Wellesley hail¢proved the. Spas 


commen pins, he, alsa, writing to his Bovernment, sayy jc 


© We are here vitrse off than ina hostile Country ; 
never was unarmy so dil asi p-- the Spaniards haye 
made all sorts of prontises ;-owe lad absolately no 
assistance from the Spaninh army ; on the contrary, 
we were obliged to ley down our tuumunition, tg 
tiload the treasure, mid to employ the ears in the 
removal of our siek and wannded, The common 
dietutes of Immunity have heen disrepnrded ‘hy 


- them, wd CT have been obliged to leave atnmunition, 


stores, aud mnoney behind. Whatever is to be done 
must be dane by the British arn, but that is cer. 
tainty not capable, singly, ta resist a French arny 
Of at least seventy thausand men,” 

The last iulvice piven ta the government, by: sir 
John Moore, was against senilinge wi uuixiliary forea 
fo Sparing Sir Arthur Wellesley, in the same spirit, 
withdrew his (roups: and, from (hut moment, to the 
end of the strupele, he waered, indeed, for Spain, 
wad in Spain, but never with Spain. 7 have 
fished in many troubled waters, but Spanish 
troubled waters bE owill over Irye unin” was his 
expression, when speaking of this cumprign » and 
he kept his word. "Phat emattry eee, indeed, 
tifield, on which the Preneh and Mutglish artes 
contendad for te destiny of Muropes but the de 
feats or victories, the promises or the performances 
of the Spaniards sexrecly influenced the movemmits. 
Spain, being left to her own devices, wag beaten: 
it every encounter, foiled in avery project, yet 
mde no change inher poliey sand while Portugal: 
endeavoured to ruise her eherey ona level with 
that other ally, Spain sought to thug dowa En- 


cris ’ A 
sland to the depth of fully and weakness, in whieh 
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sho-horself was plunged. The ono would riot-dacri- “HAP: 


fice an atom of false pride to obtain. the..preatest 
benefits; the other submitted, notiwith abject de: 
pendence, but with a magummimous humility, to 
every mortification, rather than be conquered ; and 
the effects..of their different modes were such as 
might be expected. Portugal, although assaulted 
by an infinitely greater number of enemies, in pro- 
portion to her strength, overthrew the oppressors 
the moment they set foot upon her soil; while in 
Spain, town after town was taken, army after army 


dispersed, every battle a defeat, and every defeat , 


sensibly diminished the heat of resistance, 

Napoleon once declared that a nation resolved to 
be free could not be conquered, andthe Spaniards re- 
echoed the sentiment in their manifestos, as if to say 
it was all that was necessary, But Napoleon contem- 
plated a nation, like the Portuguese, making use of 
every means of defence, whether derived from them- 
selves or their alliances; not « people puffed with 
conceit, and lavish of sounding phrases, such as “pe- 
rishing under the ruins of the last wall,” yet beaten 
with « ficility that rendered them the derision of the 
world; « people unable to guide themselves, yet-ar- 
rogantly refusing ull adviec. Such a nation is-ripe 
for destruction, and such a nition was Spain. 

The eunpaign of 1800 finished the third epoch 
of the war, and it was prolific of instruction. The 
jevlousy of the Trench marshals, the evils of dis- 
union, the folly of the Spanish government, and the 
absurdity of the Spanish character, with respect to 
public wllairs, were placed in the strongest light; 
while the vast combinations, the sanguinary battles, 
the singular changes of fortune, the result so little 


stifable to the greatness of the efforts, amply de- 


* 





®, 


oe G4 ie C&  TsvoRY on, Bye, 


9 3 
nook onstrated the difliculgy and che Uncertainty. of” 
eee nilitery afta. Te was it eampaipn replete with 

interest; a grewesson Irom whieh a great come 
nude profiled: sie Arde Wellesley had now 
experienced the werkuess at his friends and the 
strenpth of his enemies, and he felt all the emptiness 
of public bousting.  Foreseeie that if the: contest 
was lo he carried on, it must he ia Portugal, and 
“that unless he himselleaulel support the cause of 
the Peninsula, it pst fll, his mamer of making 
war changed; his caution inereused tenfold, yet, - 
abuting nothing of his boldness, he met and balled 
the best of the French legions in the fulness of their 
strength. Tle was wike unmoved by the intrigues 
of the Portuguese regency, und by the undisguised 
hatred of the Spanish Government; aid when some 
of his own gonerals, wand Ova al thom on his per- 
sonal staf, denouncing his rashnoss und predicting 
the ruin of the army, emived the puny enorpy of 
the English aministersy to quail asx the erisis ap- 
prouched, he; with pipantic vigour, pushed aside 
these impediments, rod, steadily holding on his own 
corse, proved himsell’ aw suflicient man, whether to 
uphold or to conquer kingdoms, 
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No. 


SECTION IL-GENERAL STAYE OF THE FRENCH 
ARMY IN SPAIN, EXTRACTED FROM THE IMPE- 
RIAL MUSTEN-ROLLS, SIGNED BY THE PRINCE 
OF NEUIVCHATEL : 


Commanded by tha Emperor Napolaon, tn porson, 15th Jan. 1809. 


Preaont undor arma. Detached.  THospital Prisoners, ‘Total, 
Men, Horaca, Men, Heroes, Men Men, Men, Horees. 
241,010 AB,S2L 24,549 9,521 58,026 $20 $24,411 52,342 
King Jovoph, commanding—L6th Feb, 1809, 
Prosont wader arms, — Dolached. Hospital, Prisoners. Total Effeative, 
Men. Horses, Men, areca, Men. Men Men, Hones, 
103,440 0,399 30,920 0,623 60,104 1,843 288,210 43,704 
Note.—Tha Imporial guards, tho regorve of Infantry, and soveral thou- 
sand non-cominlssloned ollicors and old goldiars, wanted for tho war in 
Austrla, in all above 40,000 mon, wero struok of the rolly since tho last 
yotuns. 


Ist, July 1800, 


Prisonors 
Presont under arms. Dofached. Tospital. — and Total Eftuative, 
Stragelera, 
Men, Horace, Mens orees, Men, Men, — Men Torses. 
24,082 BIB. 10,606 F518 60,286 T,BOL 288,760 20,050 
Doduot dotuohad men gomprised in governmonts 19,606 4,618 


Renl Colal vvvevereecee 260,170 02,687 








1th July, 1800. 


106,144 SU,10) 19,122 4,008 60,2280 8,080 281,585 6,780 
Deduct detached in governments 10,122 4,608 





Real (otal sreecrereee 262,403 31,191 

isih August, 1809. 
187,560 80,319 12,607 8,030 58,688 7,408, 206,248 84,880 
. Deduot for goveminonts s,e.4. 12,607 3,030 


Real totalsssreeeevees 268,681 © 80,050 











2nu2 


“AG8 


THUSTORY QE CPTLE 


SROTION The REPDRN OP PEE FRENGIL Aly py 
CORES, : 
“Tray imomestintely maiden tho tdnge- tat Tunoy WAND, 
Shas hha 's panveds, who Rott wun, of abl wring, ay neeer Sornoon tha rolls, 


Pivat corp, maralitl Victor cainmmndligs 
Headquarters, ‘Pormnoehn, 


Frevent ander arnis, Tota) 

Men, sive 

Adivtalona ef infentry A} datinijona 21,208 : aby 

2 le | eavnley 87 aepraliane Gyany Tat 

Artery and equi desis BUHL 8010 
Nivbey of pana, $4 Veectatee? v 


‘Total prevent wiley ayn cee RAYE Chand total ‘t773 , 
eee me 


Bieat Corp Bhat June, (X00, 


TTent-quiartera, Atmurad. 
Preaent ander arma, Total 


. Men, Men 
Sdivindans of Indintry 88 battens 1H R07 Paty 
4 dita cuvalry 20 espero Oring 70) 
Artillery and eqnipipe 4% O36 a's 
‘folal preavat sidor avi ce eee BI, LUL Grand total 84,995 


Sirat Corp Lath duly, babe, 
ECoelquivdeva, Cactogii, 


adivinions of infantyy uit battalion 14,800 20,873 
2 tte enyntry Vs ayaa §,7HL 5,080 
Artillery inet equlpage " 2,046 8,005 


Tatat preset andor ceatt ves cee BAIT Coral total 34,58 


Firat Coypa stot Aunt, THO, 
Lbqmortera, Maries 


B Mvdalens aC lisfiey MY tetany (4,0 25,008 
s te enyalry: 18 ayieutronn AAT “080 
ActMery anil eypalpere ” ERT) 2,873 


Total prennt tinler win ere) wa,tUh (rand total $2,024 


Fourth Carpa, General Sebithanb10th Fuly, (bd. 
Hel yitartera, Alentie : 
Trosent under avin, ‘Natal, 


Mins Mei 
3 divistans of Infantey Q7 hiattalions 17,100 25,000 
a ditta cavalry a siqiualyetin aer0 6,850 
Number of artilloryaien ainittest in the rete 4, ” 
AM ya eine 


‘Cotal prement der avis esses 0,270 Grand total 8t,810 


With Auyuat, THO, 
sh aliviaiana of infty 27 lattaliane 1d tite 25,801 
ey dite cavalry Bh opti Mage 5,801 


Total preant under inte cy eaee E7070 Carin total OL 
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Division of Reserve, General Dessolles—16th July, 1800, 


é Tend-quirters, Madrid, 
Presont.undor arma, Total, 
= , Men. _ Men. 
1 division of infantry 10 butintions 7,081 10,204 


Nionber of guns unknown, 


Keollormun's division—2lat April, 1800. 
Hoad-quartera, Aslorga. 
Men. Tlorses. (iis. 
Total, composed of dotnchmonts 8,788 805 
10h June, 1800. 
Hend-quartors, Oviedo. 


Under arms, Total, 
Men Horses, Men. — Horsens 
Total, couposed of detachments 7,123 2,510 7,081 2,600 


Vth July, 1809, 
Lend-quarters, Valladolid, 
8 squadrons 2201 2,300 2,400 3303 
6 uns 


SECTION I, 


Tst February, 1800, 


Under ms. 
ie 
Division Lapixae — infantyy 12 battalions 7002 
Brigade Maupetit cavalry — G synadrons — B10 


Yotut under general Tapixae at Salamanen 8,002 sabres and bayonets. 
Numbor of guns and artillorymon unknown, 


SECTION Ue RETURN OF TROOPS UNDER tilts 
IMMEDIATE COMMAND OF MARSHAL SOUL. 


Sacand Corps, Soulld—Loch uty, 1800. 
Eend-quartera, ‘Toro, 


Provont under arms: Total 

. . Men, Men 
4 divisions of infintry 47 battalions 16,026 36,188 
g dtite cavalry LO sqnadrons 2,883 4,510 
Artillory ” Last 3,020 





AY Runes —— 
Total prosent under arms ssees+ 20,600 Grand total A138 





Vitth Corps, Mortior. 
THoad-quarters, Valladolid, 


2 divisions of infantry 2:4 battalions 16,086 : _ 10,541 
£ brigade of cavalry G syuadyons 896 A,AvE 
Artillery ” GAB 803 


Bi wuns ae _— 
: Pott present wuder arms seers 16,680 Cand total 21,835 


ees a 
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Hiath Corps, Noy. * 
Ueudsquartora, Wenavente, 
Prenent ander aving, Total 
rts ' 
2 divialony of nfantyy 24 ballallons A700 aha 
1 ditte — cnyalry TO atten Ga 009 
Artillery » AUN 14303 
AT gun vom Bula 
Voted pridont ander arate eee OH Cand total 20,079 
ee 
Cemaral total tinder Noult, Wth July, (soy, 

Winder avai Tota, 

Meu, Men, 

OF Dattallons- Vs xeqaretrone a8, au0 Coat 


JOT ga 


SECTION VeosTROOPS EMPLOYED UN SHE sua 
OY ZAWAGOZA, UNDER MARSILAL LAN BS: 


Toth Jaumiy, TROD, 
Vrewent wiles avant, Hotter, Mownitat, Vatal alfvotive, 






Men. Hts on. Mon: 

"Naty carpe (and HTH Utd 86,808 
Tilth-aarps 12k ” A, VAO BAT 
Votal os. cllguge aren 17,807 60,000.” 

Vith Polwmiry, Tang, . 

Third corps Lita AHH nha aeyzdy 
Fifa carpe Ue Lr Suan “28,028! 

Yotuts sos 8 unis To Wns BH,BDE 


Reitrivcsas 


SREVION VIS ORBTUWN QF THK SEVENTH GORYS, 
GENKRIRAL ST. OYIG ih 


6 


Tih dannary, Usou, 
Presentineler ini. Detaeded Meaphtad, Prisoners, Totals 


. Mrs Men, Arts Alen, Mane. Worsen, 
41,5 " oun ody AB,OIB 6,408 

tith May, TN0U, , 
Azadi wae Voda ania 58,205 6,7 


adh dime, Lane, , 
aU (cite Word 406 GAAT 6805 
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SECYION Th 
Mr, Start tu sie de Moore, December 7, 1808, 

Yon will wenive, together with this, aavernl totter front 
Dayle, which dexerihe ovanta in Chuanin xo cy diftering froni 
what wry lurve witaessed in ather pert af Spradis Prenat Tho 
Jraty live extablished thomsolvea hero, sud, whatever may havo 
bean Che expectation whieh their alarm on the rou inny linva 
induced My, Prove to turn of their datien procoodinga, @ culpable 
relapse inte theie former apathy soon suscoptihle of no other 
vomiding bat aneh aa will he intel: xtvongor thin any Spanined fs 
likely to adopt et" Although Care promiked ta wrlie overy 
partienlur of hin conversation with you to tho junta, I hava 
hitherto boon anuble to xe his letter, 1 therefare thought ‘it 
dspediont to put tho wholo te weithipg, and, aé dhe sane tine, 
to express my conviction bath apf the jastien and propriety of 
gene whole contact dariag the hate events, when it was impos 
sitle, ander cng cireumstances, da heave aclapted athar deters 
mination consistently with the safety af’ the army committed 
to your charges. "Phomgl Tddauht if this will step tho clamor: 
which lig buen vail an te wuhjeet sand, though avents have 
probably stace Gilon place, whieh may mnterily change tho stnte 
of allie, ft mny bo withetietory te toll you that My Hroreappearg: 
fo unter date Che renaain alliged bye yun, mnt to find, tn thor fall 
faved, tha tnotives which iudieod yor to wet ae ewutivusly, ul to 
grammed ne opoyation en the hope ot any elfretiml support Gom dhe 
Sprniurdy,” 


Ay, Ntnart te air dt, Moure, Seville, Juanary 2, 

COP hy prositont, Flovih Mhuwwen, ie) te Taya sinen, mil 
wert ire teqere thie cle junbe weakd Lava availed Chonsalves at (ug 
evont to minke deme change di thedy government.” Tsay low 
ever, Utley bat good disposition, amd aot still ta donk for that 
enorey Ih rewarding aerview amt puaishings Grouchery which ean’ 





alone mil mations.” ‘ 


Ay, Stud tess E Move, Sevittsy danecry (00 
 Reuling beaut Terragen, expeetingy (a be attacked, und pose 
nosabyy ua doves coed chivily at peaeantry, hut ef which ho 
certainty camiot conmntal above far theuoand mnan in we situation 
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‘to theo his oppononty al any givon point.” Whittingham 


arived hore yesterday, Inst from the duko of Infantado’s hoad- 
quartora. “TTo axauron mo tho duka had alrondy twonty thousand 
mon whon ho deft Cuena”—* On the side of Estronudura, 
matters aro not going on woll: Galluzzo, who allowed the enomy 
to pass tho hridgas, is hove prisoner, and his corps is placed under 
tho command of Cuosta. 1 cannot say, however, that I soo much 
activity since tho changa; parties of tho onomy coyor the country 
botweon Madrid and Almaraz, whilo the corps*of. six thousand 
mon, which had boon pushed forward from Madvid, have, I under- 
stand, alvoady passa Plasoncia, and probably ava on the othor 
sido of tho Puorto, for the purpose of falling on the Salamanca 
country, and, if poxsibla, cutting off your communication with 


Ciudad Rodrigo,” 4 


SECTION L1f, 


Mv, Frere to Mr, Cunning, Seville, Muay 8, 
 Basidos tho advantages which may be looked for from 
placing aa oxtensive a command under a porson of such tricd 
abilities ng gonoral Blako, it is to bo hoped that it will put an ond 
to tha distractions arising from tho contracted views of thoso who 
divoctod the provincial junta, particularly that of Valoneia, which 
hayo boon so embarrassing to his predecessors.” 


Myr. Frere to Mr. Canning, Seville, July 10, 1809, 

Ag the dovastatious which have been comunittodd hove, in 
many Instinces, deprived tho ponsunts of tho means of paying 
what ty duoto tho proprictors and (o the church, a gonoral spirit 
of roatstunco to all claims of this lind hos begun to show itsolf.” 

» ‘ 
Sir John Cradoch to lord Cusilereagh, December 24, 1808. 

YF muel fear that alarm and despondoney has gained ground 
hout Bacdajos and that part of Spain, and that there fs so little 
co-oporntion in the acts of thoir several juntas, and such a want 
of subordination and common consont among tho armed bodies, to 
whieh tho defonco of tho country is entrusted, agninst such an 
united foreo i that of the Fronch, that oxtrome confusion. provails 


evorywhore.” 
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Coloned Kemuts de tir Jada Ceadgek, ious, December 30,1 

“© Yo (Hentenunt 22lia) lave hewn living with Banoral Cuoata for 
tho tut five days,” who lua asmurod him thatthe Sprnish 
trans, fa Mudtrid, forewd theiy way through the Fyoneh namy 
and he ogprenmed grout sorrow he adding due, though a ‘Bpniah 
fores ix atten collated, tho munlloat check disposes thom s. that 
in fow juxtances dupita were provided, tnd those iI enpplied,” 
Soo e*¢ that, auch wine the iinporsion ind fight of tho Sponish 
armies, betwoun Hadyior and Mudrid, thore dit not somely, 9 
shagslo nui.” 


Cofoned Kemmis ta lout mcalanad Reynel, meilitery seoyetary 
to six John Cradoch, Scuille, February 7, 1809, 
Th passing thrpl the Sierra Moron mountuins, whore 
Nature dw dongs meh fay the defence of dis provinces, it was 
painful to obyerve the pitital worker they wera about (6 Chrow wy 
Tn this whole direction thera ix hat one body tint lina anything 
Hiko the qpponrance ef a woldior, vise dismounted enyaley.” 


General Mackenzie ta sir doha Cradack, Cadiz, Vebruary 9, 
Laon, . 

Thy Spaniard hore xm dnded in the moat fital woounity, 
‘Choy ave igpernnt of toe owente ta the north of Spain, or will not 
give eredit when thoy de hear them, Vagie reports of tho ome 
povor of Austria's having sleelared war, nad Buonapnete’s rotumn 
to France gaia milcaided ersdit. "Tho equipment af Oho Root 
goes are very alate, Cathy chece fa no wie af oxerdon now on 
fhe part ef atin Parvin ar My. Stiri ys efor of every. nase 


tuneo are diddy nods, bie thay will avithor work thomselvog nor: 


Yertuit our poopie te werk far thom, "The preparationy of the ships 
for currytng of che French peidniors aca an equally tlh” 


Dus de Albuquerque ta Mr, Breve, Talavera, edy 3, 1809 

€ During our narehes we atnp te repose, llc flovlos of shoop, 
withont tuking bp any position, x0 that, if Ute enonsy: iknow tho 
condition we were in, they would defeat ie whorover choy attacked 
ta OH) inthe evening of the 26th, 7 lind net gone out dirsetly: 
with iny division, sin niceerdad iis eheekbig dhe onomy,..tho 
Wholo army would lawe digporsed, und all the artillery sand 
baggaye, which wero in the atrouta of St Ollalla, would have boon 
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lost; and a8 a proof of what would have happoned, had not- the 
onomy, who was within muskot-shot, boon checked, for many 
hod olready thrown away their arms, &o. tho commissarics aban- 
doning moro than fifteon hundred rations of bread, the carts 
occupying and blocking up tho strocts of the town; and to this, 
Tropont, wo aro daily exposed, as wo march, ns if it wero on a 
pilgrimago, without any rogard to distance, order, or method, and 
with tho wholo pare of mtillery, which ought nlways to remain at 
the distance of two, threo, or moro Jongues.” ~ 


Sir Arthur Wellesley to lord Wellesley, Merida, September 1, 
: 1809, , 

“ Tam much afraid, from what I havo soon of the procoedings 
of tho contral junta, that, in tho distribution of their forces, they 
do not consider military dofonco and militrry operations so much 
ad they do political intriguo and tho attninmont of trifling political 
objects,” 


Lord Wellesley to Mtr, Canning, Seville, September 2, 1809. 

 Whilo the intelligonco recoived from sir Arthur Wellastoy, to 
tho dato of tho 24th instant, continued to furnish irresistible proofs 
of tho failure of overy promise or offort made by this government 


for tho immedinto roliof of our troops, no antiafuction was afforded 


to me respecting any pormenont plan for their futuro aupply.”— 
s Tho troops of Portugal, which ontored Spain, undor genoral 
Borosford, sufforod similar distress, and oxporioncod . similar ill 
trouimont; although tho olforts of Portugal, in tho cause of Spain, 
havo boon ag gratuitous as those of Groat Britain; and although 
Spain possossos no claim, of any doseription, to tho nid of a 
Portuguoso amy.”-—'* In this calamity, tho pooplo of Spain can- 
not fail to acksfwladge tho naturdl consequences of thoir own 
wouknoss, nov to discover tho urgent necessity of enforcing a more 
stendy, puro, and vigorous system, both of council and action. A 
rolaxed stato of domestic governmont and an indolent reliance on 
the activity of foroign assistance havo’ endangered all the high 
and -yirtuons objects for which Spain has armed and bled. It 
must now bo evident that no alliance can protect hor from the 
inovitablo result of internal disorder and national infirmity, Sho 
must ‘amend and strongthon her governmont; she must improve 
the administration of her resources, andthe structure’ and disci- 
pline of hor armics, before sha can become capable of deriving 
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hovetit Gam foreign wid. Spain dus proyod untene to aw allimnes 
Imeanay she id net tine to hora Until same areal ely 
shall bo ellveted in the conduct of the military resources of Spain 
wad tn the state of law armies, ue Hritish army ean naloly Allomps 


to vo-aperaty with the Spanish Geoape in die forritory of Spain,” 


Now U1, 


JUSTIFICATONY EXTRACTS FIOM SIR CHADOCK's 
COMMESPONDENCE, M&S, : 


MEOTION Bee sta OF POWLUGAL, 


Sir A Cradoch to siv tte Wilson, Oporto, December 8, 1808, 

CT poss this mewstire" (to move the legion Cem Oporto to | 
Villa Real)" apen your adoption, fir niny reasons, &e. &o,y 
hut the move expoedally that it wil give an impulao to militay 
preperation in general, wud tad to orndicate the notion dhad, 
sinve tha teacmedion of Partnyal by the French, the prospect 
oft a fide wer is aC ends? 


Nir SL, Crudack to sir duha Anore, Deonber ), 1808, 
“Dhave pressed the wloption of aieh munsures as appenred 
mont likely fo revive some notion of danger, und tho nocossity 
af setivity und nergy” 


Sir dh Unadack to lard Castlereagh, December 1), V0, Lisbon: 

Tho dimetion af the reyeuey: won parent at Oporto ton 
Tmontable degrees sad, thonpgh Psi gener Bornndim Friev, 
Jeambl not yuh fren hho ay informntion nat tho ntnto. or 
Wombord of the Prrtaygivey troops, whore they word stationed, 
ae whe cotmmindia chons,  Fappashond, (on tid convorsntion, 
thee the peuwral alicurs are ull at eqaat aatharity 5 and that evant 
avniority had net ite mid eiloet. Te concluded his obaorentions 
tomo with the xtraug uxpresston, * Vhad, Jira che enueuation 
af Portugal by Qe French, the nation had thought all war 
ad can ened,” , 


Nir J, Cradovk tu sir dt, Moore, December 28, 1808. + 
Me. Villiers and myself have both conewved upon the 
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absolute necessity to arouse and animate the Portuguese to 
goma sense of their situation.” : 


Colonel Kemmis to sir J, Cradock, Elvas, December 30, 1808. 

« The apathy of the Portuguese is not to be expressed. 
Thoir gonoral, Loite, is 2 most oxcollent character: a theorist, 
and, like his countrymen, supine,” 


Extract from the Report of lieutenant Brotherton, (an 


gficer enployed to oblain intelligence in the north of 

Portugal,) February 11,1809, Head-quarters of Romana's 

army. : 

« From tho totally dofenceless state in which the two northorn 
provinces aro loft, it will require at lonst cight days (I speak from 
authority) to prepare any thing like adequate means of defonce,” 


SECIYON LL--LUSIVANIAN LUGLON. 


Lord Castlereagh to sir J, Cradock, November 27, 1808. 

“ Tts formation was propasod by the chovalior de Souzn”— 
Tho pay, allowances, and clothing wore sottled by tho chevalier 
do Souza, Tho former vogulated, as  uniorstood, upon tho 
sealo af tnereased pay, whieh the provisional government. of 
Oporto had adopted for all the troops they were in proyress 


af levying” 


Sir J. Cradoch to lord Castlereagh, December 24, 1808. 

“ Thayo considorabla doubt if evor thoy” (tho legion) * can 
ho incorpovatod, with olloct and conciliation, with tho body of the 
Portuguoso army.’ Thoy aro viewed with extreme jealousy 
by the reyoncy ; and tho commanding oficers of the Portuguesa 
battalion resisted, universally, the allowing of volunteers 
Srom their regiments to enter into the legion.” 


Sir J.-Cracdoch to lord Castlereagh, January 19, 1809, 
“ ‘Pho Luaitnnian logion continues to give considerable unoasi- 
noss, from its peculiay stnto, wider presont circumstances.” 


Captain Morgan (Lusitanian legion) to sir J, Cradoch, 
: January \9, 1809, 


“« Should a retreat bo adopted, sir Robort-would not retive to 
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Oporto. Lt is the gorertment af a moh, of which he hag had 
dyo muck experience,” ae: 


RECTION D1.  PORTUDURBY ARMY, 


Sir J. Cradack to sir J, Moore, December 9, 1908. 
Yam aorry to atate that | find, a4 Cir as my limited obgorya.:. 
tion yonchos, the Portuynese win, andl ovary. othow mullitary:: 
concern, in the worse passihle state,” 


Sir J, Craddock ta AQ, Vidliers, Decenber 18, 1809, 

© Dam aura that the xtate: of tha Portugnesa army ts quite’ 
misunderatood in Englund; cad that a reliance is placed tipon it! 
for tes adufimee of Un vauniry that is entirely without’ 
foundation, "Thole? (Portiugnere) “oniniaters will avow this: to” 
yor after ton ninntes’ conversntion,” =<! ‘Vvon of tha redieod: 
tumbore af thote men onrolled, (not amonuting to twenty 
thouaund, at the very highest: conpmtation,) to mule any thing’ 
out of thom, it ia nevossary te teem to firat pelieiples, and glvo 
thom agieers, arms, clothing, accoutrements, horses, Ste and 
Tnood not any thit money id wanting to effoet thins and the 
niinistora positively duelure Chit they hava nono; aud that iio 
collection of their forces enn tule place, aniels lesa a moyonent: 
to tho frontion, without a supply." M. Voujud, soovotary to» 
tho yovormmont, in oawor ton trong qhoxtion from me, atated 
tliat dheir army hin nod in possession ton thonsand frelooks 
Jie for use.” : 


Sir J. Cradogh to lard Castlereagh, December 4, 1808, 

Tam axorting myal? to bring: ta neconnt © tho supposed 
Portuguese army?” Your lordabip will poreoive that 7 éadk 
af the reynatars ay Uf it were a regitlar forens but L shonld 
bo guilty of a deceit, hut might loud to bud consequencea, if L 
did not fairly stato that 7 conceive them to be af no moment at 
this tine.” 


Sir J. Cradock to My, Villiers, January 8, 1809, 
Tm rondy to go to tho utmoat vergo of prudonco;. buy: 
Mr. Frero, when he talks of Portuguese troops and arranges 
monts, really (ne T boliova you will nllaw) fide ddeir los chateur.” 
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Major-genaral Cotton to sir J. Cradock, April 7, 1800,, .: 


«¢T yostorday inspucted tho Portuguese cavalry."— This 
cavalry is unformod, and totally unfit for any sort of sorvico,” 


Sir J. Cradock to lord Castlereagh, February 12. 

« Te appoars that a roport has reached your lordship that & 
conscription for horses in this country had beon attonded with 
gront offect, and that above threo thousand had been collected. 
It is, indocd, a: matter of sorious concorn that such serious 
misrepresontations should he transmitted ; for it is a well-known 
fnet that many of tho Portugueso regimonts of cavalry are 
without horses; and, if 1am to pursue tho subject, thoir batta- 
lions of infantry are one-half without arms or clothing! But 
the total want of all moans of rogulations for subsistence form so 
doplorablo a view, in tho eyont of co-oporation, that tho result, 
in my opinion, cannot bo attonded with success, I? is, however, 
but justice to say, that the disposition of the Portuguese 
seems well-inclined and faithful to the common causa; and 
that a very efficient soldiery may be formed under more 
favourable circumstances,” 


Sir J. Cradock to Mr. Frere, February 27, 1809. 


“ J fonr that your oxcelloney is lod to ontortain a moro fa-' 
int: y ag 


vourable notion of the oficacy of the Portugueso army than, in 
any shapo, itis entitled to. In short, my opinion is that thoy 
want every thing that constitutes a respectable fores, oxcept 
about ton thousand English arms. I bolievo they haye no othors, 
Many of thoir cavalry regiments are without horses, without 
swords, pistols, §c, Their battalions are not clothed; and, 
as to subsistence, they live aé fice quartars upon the villages 
where they are stationed. To take the fiold with offect, or an 
assurance of food, acoms to mo out of the question, Since the 
frat moment of my arrival, I wished to procure tho advance of 
a amall Portauguose forea to Alcantara; but it has bean impossible, 
Tt is o matter of sorious lamentation that such misrepresentations 
of tha Portuguoso foreo should go home, or roach your ex- 
colloncy.” 


Sir J. Cradock to lord Castlereagh, April 3. 


“ No roliance whatever can be placed upon the Portuguese - 
troops in their presant state, If I said that the whole were . 
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reuily to uneting or revolt, To helieve speak ienoyal Beresford’ 
aendiments, They will not be commenced by their won officers 
and Uey da just as they please.” ¥ : 


SECTION TY CON DOCT OF THLE WEGENGY oth EAD MENT or 
SUENCTE PRISON BIH, 


Sir J, Cradack to Mr, Villiers, Januery 26, 1809, 
© T dave hithorta: directed that these prisoners should bo 
subsiited at our ehirge, but [have no authority in this measures 
; 
thoy ave de a most deplorable shete, and voully aren disgrace to 
ald concernet? 


Sie. Cradavk to dle. Villiers, Mebvaary 5, 1809, 
{Cin absohtuly uvcosmry dit the yexoney should: piye in m 
anawor dhont the Froneh priser, The whole is an aneuthoriged 
heavy charge, far which 1 give my warrants and [geo uo end 
to tho enso: and, abled to thin, heir situation ts a reflection 
f 


upon humanity.” 


SUCTION VieeoNEGLECH, DUPLICITY, AND CPEMEDIPY, 


Colonel Kemmis to siv J. Cradack, Bloas, December 17, 

© Lalyppo, en whieh to very oxintoneo of Elena doponds, hag 
nol buen supplied with providiont ae T lnvea heon taught to 
expedt,” 


Colonul Kemmis to sir J, Cradock, Elous, December 5, 
Tha pront ftupartance al’ chia fore" Chalyppa) ola wall known 
to tha Portuguera; and, therefore, they aro jenloua, notwith 
standing tho mnisarable condition of theiv troopa, and total inea- 
pacity to dofond dhe fort, if ataekide” 


Sir Jy Craddock to Mr, Villiers, December 26, 1808. 
"The promises and apparcatly satisfactory language of 
the Portuguese government av, in my opinion, by no mens 
suficient to mect the enia, J want do sea somo tops netually 
tukon before my wind is decided tate the nation will defend 
itsolf"+- Indeed, Tam told, on good nathovity, that dhe go- 
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vernmont are afraid to allow the people to urm.”—* Tho 
momont Y seo nny materials to work: upon, it will bo my most 
nnxious duty to giva avery affect, &e,”—" But, under the prosent 
inactivity and indifference, it is, &e.” 


Reports of colonel Donkin (quarter-master-gencral) to sir 
J, Cradockh, March 21. 

“ T cannot, howovor, ordor officers of my departmont to check 
this invogularity” (forcing quartors) “ when it originates solely 
in the neglect of the Portuguese civil magistvates ; for troops 
will not obey orders, which expose thom wantonly to great 
privations.” 


Sir J. Cradock to Mr, Villiers, March 25. 
 T hava ropoatodly urged this subject” (quarters of troops) 


* to the rogenoy, in tho strongest mannor, but, 28 you porcotvo, 


without oflect.” 


Sir J. Cradoch to lord Castlereagh, March 17. 


“ Whatevor suits tha momentary pwrposo, upon tho most 
suporficinl viow, sooma to bo tho guide in tho Portuguoso 
councils, Ultimato objects, which, in the courso of things, must 
arrivo, aro novor brought Into tho enleulation.” 


Cradauk to Berkely, January V7, 


The roganey seams to decline giving any specific diveations 
ralative to tho guna in fort St. Julion and tho river battories, and, 
above ull, not to write any thing, but they aro vory willing to 
acquiesce in any thing wo shall do, only anxious that, on a futuro 
day, it shall appear to be our act, not theirs.” 


Admiral Borkely to sir J. Cradack, February 19, 1809. 


 T imagine My, Villiers has Gransmitted a copy of tha extra 
ordinary note sont him by the regoney; in which they complain 
of the conduct of the artillory-officor who dismantled tho Bugio 
fort, and intimate their intention of sonding for all tho guns 
and powdor from fort St. Julians and add many particulars, as 
naval aa thoy avo suspicious.”— Whether tho Inngungo ‘of this 
note arises from duplicity, or any other cause, it is equally to be 
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veulatod 5 wud, thorefare, stated sane fete whieh may be Yotortod 
tpon then vant whieh will mot ple theiy conduct in Uke anoge 
Favonrable poiat of view tinturds cither their oon Sovercign 
or Creat Hrituia.” 


Kvtruce sean an officiul uate, dren ig by siv John Credook, 
Lishon, Pehruary 20, 180), 

"Et wan told me two or three times, hy My, Villiows, glint 
M. Foxjns, or aome other inoutor of the rogeney, lind axprensad 
ostrem dolicitudo whont the farted on the Taguig, Gee ] always 
imped My, Villiont te get from M, Borjas, or my othor menor, 
tedeelition of what they wished, that we might oxnetly conform 
to ity for they seemed ta be ausions to yo beyond whit wo should 
venture ta propo. My, Villon, after some timo, told mo tae 
the Portygtosa pravermmont were iamilling ta pad down any 
thing wpm paper, ov pive uty specitiv instructions but they 
would willingly foave ull che usvienygemont to wt 6" Aftor the 
ubove atitoment, whiel T declare, upon my honowy tobe tho 
agente teseviption of what tae passed, Touma OXpross my 
nurpeive, nd over fadijgmattion, at tho protest now male hy tha 
yoxeney sind wht it be considered Chit the Bugin fort ts often 
inaverssidlo fie ne wook tagethor, thin part of their conplaint is 
shamofal te the highest deyvea.  Phede general abjevt is, howe 
ever, tole distinguished” 


ABTTON Vibe AERTEY TN PORYOG Abe 


Nir J, Cradoek ta lord Caxtlereagh, Felruary 20, 1800, 

" Northern partsoos Ttmny be aitivalt to amigo any monoy= 
trammnetions in Oporta, fe thes populace in uae town have been 
aiffered te hecomie the amoterd | ated if wan enly by in exchange of 
public tad private property tit the comisaint monoy has boen 
lutely secured.” 


Sir , Cradock to Ale, Villiers, Badrnary, 1800, 
"Po pratify nanob, the athe day, at Oporta, a genrd af the 
Nixtinth segimont wna given yp, vad disnvmad by baron Shon” 


Captain Brotherton to sir 2. Craddock, Marek 17, 1809,. 
Lamnivyn, 
* Considoring the tumultx, and tho stute of eflervesceneo of 
® 
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tho pudlio mind, and the blind fury of the papulace—it will 
noither bo go usofal nov safe to romain amongst thom.” 


Sir J. Cradack to lard Custlareagh, March 26, 1809, 

“Tho disposition is govd, but tho proceadings aro those of an 
ungovornabla mob, awposed to tha evil effects of designing per- 
sons.” J confing mysolf to tho north of Portugal and Oporto, 
for tho same oxcesses havo not tken place at this sida tho 
Douro; but the principlos of insubordination, I should foar, would 
provail.”—“ If tho confusion and anarchy that prevail at Oporto 
will pormit a dofonce, some.oxortion may bo oxpocted.”— Am- 
munition hos boon abundantly supplied, but no quantity would 
meet the consumption expended in the manner it has been in the 
Tras ox Montes; av attompt to save which was, I believe, tho 
oceasion of Bornadim Frioro’s death,” 


Sir J, Cradook to Lord Castlereagh, March, 30, 1809. 
“Tho anurchy dhiat provails at Oporto must, 1 fear, ronder 
ovory oxortion unavailable for dofeneo; and snch is tho ungovorn- 
ablo spirlt of the populace, éhet it is very dificult to say what 
pare they might take if the proceedings of the British did 
not suit their views.” 


Sir J. Creadock to Mr, Prove, March 29. 

* Qporta and all its concorns, with the bishop, nominally, at 
its hend, is in tha hands of a wild ungovernable populace, chat 
has already committed tho most eruel excesses. T forr tho 
sumo spirit oxists in what is called tho Portuguoso army.” 


Sir J. Cradock to Mv. Frere, January 20, Lisbon. : 

“ Without a British foreo in Isishon, the authority of the 

vogency would pass away, and tho scones of Oporto would take 
placo hore,” 


Report of Captein Lawson; January 30, Lisbon, 

“ Last night, my sorvant. returning from tho post-oflico was 
attacked by a party of Portuguese piko-mon, headed by one of 
thoiy own officers, who severely wounded the horsa in two places, 
ant aliyhtly in soyornl places, and obliged him, tho sorvant, to 
put Litusalf undor tho protection of tho guard at the town-major’a 
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alice, Co Rave bit awe Lites Che autres wis commited without 
tho slightest pravucutian,” 


General Langwerth to sir h, Cratlock, Felwuary 1, Lisbon, 

©The orderly with this yonnral ardor, on bia way to St, 
Sultinn’s, wast sfoppd by a Portuese sorpant md twonty mon 
with pihoss the mrjoant torent the ertorly tu detiver tho lotter 
containhis the ordera, broke it open, road: the contents, and ro. 
Inened the enclosed revolt thie nae guurd ntappad captain 
Chives, Hayal Cromudion, mud tented Hanon and Linovs ; 
theme aticera wore in fall imifonn.” 


Grarral Sontny's Oficial Report, Pobruary 3. 

“Mr. Usher, deputy purveyor, and Me. M'Carty, Intorprater, 
Hoth Vvitish subjerts, arrived tia duy from Oporto, went to 
Mores Hotel, whore they wero nrrested and Drought to the 
mninistey of polive. Me, Velee war dn bia Width imifonn,” : 


Sir J. Cradork ta Lord Castlereagh, danary 30, 

8 Sonu unphoasnt incidents baye Tately aeeurred on tho pat 
of the Portiggnese avid inbabitanta of Tishon towards British 
individuals, but Lo cnnaot puree myxell dint thoy have pros 
cimlod from any fixed evil disposition.” 'The Uvitish my ling 
not, de any inte, departed trom the most reguti disciplino; 


Snnd contites: to smutitest the preated tompor unt moderation 


OC'The escoen on the part at Cae Portugese commence by an 
wocontrolled pursnit, without aay antharity from Ue police, 
after ull persans whom they please to call Prenclanen, wud, in 
their dudiniminate cneeer, Uy affen altack every foreigner, 
antl will not veen abstria from thon in aur sevvien  Thoso 
persons sok refnge in ang ynard-room, iaud Cough the guads 
tnd patrols hive positive ardor aot to intecfore muday any protext 
with tho poliew, yet it ia very dificult to noothor the feelings of 
lununity when Che wretslied perone ire fytng fren a futons 
wad unuuthariced caldile, Ade Felliers das everted hinself 
nick with the Reyeacy to check this disorder, antl proven the 
usseuddy af armed pevsaus ia Ue streets at wight, wha dead 
deans and diseherge Uetr acces ut ald hears ¢ but as yet his 
remuausdranes have aut hod dhe desired effect” 
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Mr, Villiers to sir J. Cradock, January 80. 
 Tinding tho peoplo beat to arms, and paraded about the 
atrools nftor dark, on the very evening. after the regency had 
sottlod that these irregularities should be restrained, 1 ad- 
drossod the ministors of tho home department upon the subject; 
and as othor excesses camo'lo my knowledge, I followed up my 
complnint.” 


Sir J. Cradock to Mr, Villiers, January 30. 

“T have, this morning, boon taking such steps as appear 
nocossary to secure our general situation from insult; and, at the 
same timo, if practicnhlo, not to manifest a distrust in the Portu- 
guose nation, which, if sanctioned from hoad-quarters, would 
destroy nny ronson for our being here, Tecan assure you, ovory 
oficor and soldier has received improssions that it is most dificult 
to act against, but I'am determined to persovore in keeping the 
anny from aggression to the last moment,” 


Sir J. Cradoch to Mr, Villiers, February. 

 Whon I reflect upon tho frequent declarations of individual 
mombara of tho regoney, that thoy cannot control the populace; 
tat thore aro nt least seventy thousand armod inhabitants in 
Lisbon ; thot the rogoney dare not lot thom parade (their oxercise 
has beon at an ond for somo time, and the regoncy, at this 
momont, sry they cannot loole upon thomsolves as responsible,) 
it appoars impossible that Fshanld dopart from tho reasoning of 
my own mind, to moot a sensation of [do not know whom, and 
lesson tho propor military appearance of our only guard, Wo 
mo now boyond tho powor of surpriso or insult, and I cmnot, na 
my own Individual act, altor tho stato of things, Tlowovor, I 
nover am dovotod to my awn way of thinking, and if you ro- 
commond tha monsuro (the political reasoning, when the onomy is 
at ndistanco, may always bo woighod against military regulation), 
or Boo any good consequonces, I will immediately order back the 
gzns to thoir formar station in the artillery barracks.” ts 


Marshal Beresford to sir J. Cradock, April 7, Santarem. 

‘ [, this morning, mot no less than. three expresses, commu- 
nicnting to mo tho horrible state of mutiny, for I can call 
tno less, in which the troops every where are, and the in- 
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fchitcuts ave in equal dusubordination, mul they encowage 
euch other. FT fink deo ar three reyiments have marched ctvay 
(to what they call to oppose he enemy ) whore thoy plensaa, in 
despite of their alivara und generale, who ace onttroly can. 
mined by thom, ‘Thin you will sey is a plousing state to bo in: 
however, wo want fea it, mul € hope dor the boat teault, mid] am 
mmgrino enongh te took for auch, Colonel Sant wil ahovily 
hive a pretty strony vorpe, Hf the regiments continuo dig to 
valuiteer for hin," 


Mr, Villiers tu siv J, Cradach, Melraary Vi, 
“CL ahonkt almost doubt whothor tho British subjects could be 
left in safety ia Lishm.” 


SEOPION VIE DALAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Sir J. Crartock to cofmel Donkin, 
 Tholiova it is cortnin that wo canmot depoud upon the activity 
af the Portuguerd govermoant upon his head,” Cintelligance,) 
* cithor ns (o promptiuds or kecurity.” 


Colmel Donkin to sir 1. Cradueh, dandary 1, Lishon, 

“ Esporionen han sharon how utterly impossible it is. lo get 
correet intelligence: here ¢ an onary anny bo within. four ov fiya 
days atacele at’ Chis city before {tie Kanwar, ualear be attacks on 
the yory dine pie troaps ovenpy.” 


Sie J. Craduck ta Mey breve, March 29, 
Te id singular how dapoefietly all intolligoncy, though of suck 
inportunt avanta, vereled Chid, aad we tive wot tid, Gar two days, 
any account fiom Oporto.” . 


Nir J, Creatuck to lord Castlereagh, Murch 26, 
* Yeatorday tho echovalior du Gastre stated, fram authority, a 
AMovantont an Che pave al tha Coeneh, quite difbront fiom a direct 
report from thy junta of Badnjos.” : 
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SUCTION Tie-EXTRACTS PROM SIR JONN cnapock’'s 
INSTRUCTIONS, 


Lord Castlereagh to sir J. Cradock, December 24, 1808. 

“ Upon tho actual approach of the enemy towards Lisbon in 
auch strongth as may rondor furthor resistance inoffgctual, you 
will take caro that moasuros may bo taken in due timo, for with- 
drawing both tho British army and such Portuguese as may be 
desirous of accompanying it."— Tho British admiral will bo 
directed to take offoctual monsuros, with your assistance, for do- 
priving the enomy of all tho resources, more especially thoso of a 
naval description, which the Tagus ‘contains, LEyory thing of n 
naval ‘and military description, that cannot bo brought away, 
must, in tho Jast oxtromity, be destroyed.” 


Lord Castlereagh to sir J. Cradock, November 25, 1808. 

“ Tam to signify his majesty’s plensuro that, in the event of any 
application boing mado to you from tho regency of Portugal, on 
tho subject of the occupation of the fortresses with his majesty’s 
troops, you do refer the subject to Mr, Villiers, who hs re- 
coivod instruction, &e, and you will not mako any alteration as to 
the modo proscrihud for garrisoning tho fortvossos withoud direc- 
tions from Mr, Villiers.” 


Lond Castlereagh to genoral Sherbrooke, January 12, 1809. 

& Sir J, Cradock will bo divoeted to comply with any requisi- 

tion you may make for horses for your guns, or any othor spockos 
of supply tho sorvieo may require.” ; 

Extracts from certain queries put to lord Castlereagh by sir 
J. Cradoch, with the answers thereto. 


Quury, ANSWER, 
What may ho tho situation “ Tho rolations with the go- 
of my command ?” 4 vornmont of Portugal will be 
arranged when © Mr, | Villiors 

arrives.” 


Tn whnt light is sho forco «© Ditto.” 
under my command tof be con- 
sidored 2” &e, &e, : 
« Muay any Portuguose bat- « The inking Portuguesa bat- 
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talons In tuvied for Maghind 
gay 


"OUP any want of provision 
should appear in Portysal, may 
Fhe allowed te adopt meadtires, 
ia conjunction with the ceywuey, 
for obtaining 1 anpply ¢ 

Tf my Portuguene carp 
ern be yet inte aneh forwardiens 
we to he fit ta enter Spain, aad 
they should tm willy to join 
air J, Monre, ave they te he put 
ou [vitish yay 


tations into Maglivh pay will, if 
ndopted, be eticggecl through 
alt Villiers.” 

* Tho genumil measures. of 
digi Portugal with yo. 
viniony will ho veferred to My, 
Villices.” 


Mr, Villiers will be an 
thorisedd to entoy upon the dige 
cussion all this subject with the 
teponny, availing hinwelf of 


your uasintnned,? d&e. 


Nu. ¥. 7 


JUSEEPTOATORY EXTAGEN 
CRALACK'S 


PROM KER dv 
CAPERS, 


WANT OF AUPERUDS, 
Commissary Rrawlingsy iegnity- stnumbaxeerpeyprncraly to 
Craduch, December 22, 

“Your excolloney ie nware af the extauted adate of thts eoun 
trys “Che ditticuldion encantterl by ale dd. Meare ware of tho most 
sorta native, oven dafiye the sonyemt of spply were se uch 
dradwost we Chey ew are.” 


WANT OF CANTO AND) AUP LETA, 
Sir J, Crantock to lord Castlereagh, Marek V7, 
“Pave tent obliged te send abligera af tho atilery and con 
Tiniieiat dupavtment to Gilealtay ty attempt tho apply of horses 
trom: the Huvhary conte want adel ia ate netaal want, tae the 
propor Taawenient at eve Che fires we bawe i nonrly improes 
tient,” 


Sirf, Cradack to lant Castlereagh, March 26, 
“Tha mean ef tansport ace xe confined that DT muit not 
expose any things to lowe nad che uetiliey aiat ba progervod 
with Che grontust care, Cor Peannat equigs viace Chan (wo brigades 
of rix-pmandera, and ono fight brigade of thren-ponniders, the Intter 
Jving of ae very inferior deaeription.” 





PENINSULAR WAL. 


Commissary Rawlings to sir John Cradock, Mareh. 
“Tho precarions tenure of this country hy British troops hag 
hithorto procluded the possibility of ostublishing such an adyan- 
tageous contyac for the public as, in more pormanent cases, might 
nocossarily bo expected : wo have litorally beon supplicd from hand 
to mouth.” 


Colonel Robu to sir J. Cradoch, March 20. 

‘ T¢ is nocosanry for mo to add that every oxartion bas beon 
made to supply tho artillory with horses and mules by tho deputy- 
commissary-gonoral, from tho oxbausted stato of the country, 
aud the demands upon it for the Portugueso army, no more than 
two biigades have boon funishod with thoso animals, and these 
fro much too slight for tho genoral sorvice of tho avtillory.” 

Sir J. Cradock to Mr, Villiers, March 20. 

From tho first moment of my arrival in this country, u- 
causing: oxartion has been amployed te purchase aud procure 
thom” (horses nnd mules) ‘ at any price or by any means, but the 
adoyuate supply for ovon the formor small number of tho British 
army could not ho obtained. —L have also inado ropoated yoproson- 
tations to England.” 

Sir J. Cradoch to Mr, Frove, March 29. 

 Twant oight hondved horses and mules for the common con- 

voyaneo of provision and tho equipmont of tho artillery,” 


Commissary Rawlings to sir J, Cradock, April 9. 

* Somo of tho porsons employad to provide cattle for the troops 
havo volwrned without oMocting their mission, | ‘This disappoint- 
iént, must bo attributed to tho movements of the enomy in the 
north, from whoneo our supply hos hitherta been obtained,” 

ie . 

Sir J. Cradoch to may hal Beresford, Caldas, April 18, 

You cnn form no ndquato idon of the difliculty to procure 
supplioa, Tho subjoct w forage for tho cavalry keops me in alarm 
without intormission, wd thore is no cortainty for a singlo day. 
Tho consi appenra too without tho ability to furnish straw.”— 
® In short, tho supplyis juat for tho day and barely sulliciont.” 
--+6 L have bogged of Mr. Villiora to desire the regency would 
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fond @ pera, da special avthonity, to ide dintrict to famniah aye 
vies, iP they ate te he formnl,  T shalt at tke the Froneh, and 
sosisbiss tacigtednidives, Whee tld atin Chiat wee nie remly te pay 
Her every things tr thei 





Crterk te Herkely, Cntdas, dpril We 

Hits ie tee utoaetts a nappy di chin pant of tho very, and 
eyo i ahvauire ia tara weceuubl pe, Mat, unlesd detaliers aro 
pent (er aeiioities abvdesient fo the can etteet) (a Pontehd 
wal dit, Marthile Hay, ieee eats aaintala ae jositlon, Wo 
estat advaner, tue all ar neaine al Ganspart ive ponw huek to 
Listens aint even de a vetted tes envalyy coutl not da fade 
there it iunientalde: sik ie sending the vetunllors. to 
Peadeht, Poeqneot vee ibectavation te tia edowts Ay aat, in 
Mant vader, retien the ivmy dea ntation oben to Lindon, to ho fed fom 
Caen 








Cuntivk to Pilbiers, Apert %, 

“Thin fattha ds plainly be otate that, mbes some viehnllor aro” 
nent, even Aa rsh, fo Brnivdar aud St. Moirtinhe Ray, wo vant 
hie ony paodtion, dit sutiat retest! Hf the adeles are 
ies lye corte y we duet have Cou, ail all eotonuny mkt bo 
dispensed with, “Phe enemy wonbt hayes them witht poying for 
thea: vor gate equally eset aged pay” 








Ceadoek ta Hereford, dyer Uy 
SCAU his peuamimeniathons yor peda sant upon the amvintanen fo 
Vo gborived fiswe fee coset deat bec dong shuce tected up te the 
tte aE may esvetions net toe iitticalthes mtarteal bye tho adinteal 
dau the concubine went poet, Chat Eeanet cay © law neh 
Hepordenes npon fimediate wit” * 


tioned Crtten fo Seah, Aprit st, 

“| Dvdnte Eoconhl sais eee he Wey tether ght DE nch 
fie Chat betes that fapqodse they will Hee very antes out af condi 
the. The fauptesath Dawe already Gaara very inch, owing: 
Ur tles Regent want af stent and thes Beings supplled with Indian 
cu, thicte they will nt esti adbhed tahoe cheater, the 
vomnmninnany shill thi wavadey G0 sot aggycntt thi Wfrme) this 

’ " nf 
Haye’ bay a ‘ 
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PENINSULA WAR. 


G Harrison to Afr, Rawlins, Treasury-chambers, 
Mebranry 25. 

Te having heen represented to the lords commissioners of his 
nnijesty es Brewis, Chat (he troops at Lishon ave oxporioucing: the 
prentost hrdebipe Crom tla want of shoes, Uhave re 
lordships’ commands,” Geo Xe. 





Sir J, Cradack to colonel Willoughby Gordon, military 
etary, Mebruary A, 





“EL troat that tho importance of the subject will plond my ex- 
ens for thine repeating my reprosontitions of the wretched: state 
of the clothings and the reat coats in particular of his majesty’s 
troups serving in thie country.” 


ford Casdercagh to general Sherbrooke, January 12. 
Six John Candock will be directed (o comply with any requi- 
sition you mnie for horses for your puna, or any other species 
af supply (ho service muy, from timo to time, require. 


No, VI, 
AHECPION too MISCELEANKOUS, 


Captain Morgan, dasitunian Legion, to sir J. Gradock, 
Lishon, Junuary U9, 1809, 

‘1 dottade 1 Wilson very eritionlly aituated, occupying a pass 
ou the Ayneda, Sir Robert is wholly unsupported; ho has been 
advised by colonel Gred ta fall back; and, from lis information, 
he imagines that siv dol Moore ts withdrawing his troops 
Hrongh CGallicin, Ou the other hand, he hus reeoived posééive 
orders from you" lu defey dt the frontiers, and pressing lotters 
Jo that efvet Cream dhe bieop of Oporto.” 


Nir dada Ceadock tc Lard Castlereagh, 80th January. 
©The regoney and Checbishop af Oporto are uot pleased at his” 
(uly Hh. Wilson) quits! yy the hounds of Portugal.” > 
m ¢ 
* Note hy sia dy Ceadoeks Fis is not a coprect statement, but quite the con- 


Gauy y Remind have been the bishop, 
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Tita ta Pitta, ith Marek, 

“folad a letter fea airy Re Wilton, from Chudad Uodrigo 
CHth Febunay.) wherein he mays, that many Monel: pevaners 
ahie their expectations thet the Pronels unas avill retina behind 
the Phere. Sir Hoherticawa peranision is dad oy 
retire allayedher from Spain, 





NECTION Lie 


Vieneral Cameron to sir he Cradack, Tameyo, January 16,. 

| T havaecutlectedl nevend detieliments af recovered men bos 

longlag to nih. Moore's avery, whoin {found seattorod in alt 

tlirections, without sweenarie, aad seme ef thom committing 

every possible oxen that could render tha nna of a Tritiah 
aoldion odions to tho tition.” 


Sir J, Cradovk tu admiral Berkely, Marek 16, 
“Chore ave whut ane latadeed und twenty porwans eantined on 
howd the Aoséad, who condiet Ju rendored thom a disgrace to 
the anny.” 


SROTION TL. 


Captain Hrotherton ta xiv di Cradack, Oimbra, [Toul Quir- 
tors af Komena, Pebrnairy 21, 

“FT wuaurq tui ad Hotei eens doe thee Cia tha wertoug dae 
tention of the enemy ix ta retreat from Callicin altogether: and 
oyon that ho will fiul omels ditieulty da eutrieuting himself, I 
mut confown that Jian nut se sanugeine smal L judge that tho 
present retrograde inavenint from the Minho is more with an 
Tntent te alvance fyom Oxvonse an Momtitgrey wad in this direction," 


t 
i 


Captain Brotherton to siv J. Cradock, Mirch. 
Patil bollove Ronen had intention’ta fillhaele on Chaves, and 
joiu hinwolf ta the Partaguene teny, Ey, Croaps hag deen much 
verve hy the unfriendly conduct af’ the Portugues, and a dors 
dial co-aporntion was ant te ho expectdt shat that lw should 
separate altagethor ix what Cneithor cout expect nor concelve, 


“ 
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Tle suddonly informed mo of his resolution to retreat to Bragunga. 
Tlo had just reevived a Totter from Silveira, which ho also an- 
swored to that offect, and which created no small surprise, aga 
plan of operations had alroady boon settled betwoon them.” 


Major Vietor Arantschild to sir J. Craddock, Oporto, Murch 16. 

© Gonoval Silveira has only one regiment with him; and his 
conduct has beon such, that the peaplo have lost ull confidence in 
him, and consider hima traitor. I merely mention this to your 
oxcelloncy as the opinion of tho public, «+ The marquis of 
Romane’s army is retrenting to Orros, in Clallicin, and is, I foar, 
ina wrotched condition. Tha opinion ontertained of him is fav 
from good.” 






Mr, commissary Boys to Mr. commissury Rawlings, Almeida, 
January 13, 
© Sir Jolin Moore, with his army, was rotreating, and ton 
thonsand men hind desertod fyom the marquis of Romana, ‘and 
wore pillaging tho country.” 


Mr, Cunning to Mr. Frere, January 23, 
* No offort appours to havo been mado by the Spaniards, ‘cithor 
to decond tho British opdrations,. or yon to defend Ferrol, or save 
tho naval moins (whateyor thoy may he) in that harbour.” 


Lord Castlereanyh to marshal Beresford, February 15. 
‘Tho Portnguoss governmont baying soliclted that n British 
genoral aficer shonld bo appointed to command and organize their 
army, lis majoxty hos boon graciously plonsed to solect you for 
thia important trun.” 





No, VIL 


EXTRACTS FROM MR, FRERE’S CORRESPONDENCE. 
(NLB. ‘The Ttalics are not in tho orighal.) 


‘My, Breve to Siz John Cradock, Seville, March 14, 
(nr hopo of ofludsive oporations in Aragon is so much dimi- 
nished by tho defent of gonoral Reding, that I should much doubt 


~ 
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whether any reinfinvement, ae om we enh now poml thora; 
wank enue nse te atterapt Chern wile this prongicet of a doprea of 
aerial wo uieht comysaradte far tie ineonvenionca Hable to 
urbe Crews the dunagenaut at cateaitatn whieh tiny have boon 
forte ihm Qa ne ether hand, thera xeon rearon 
fo epprekend, tut yentural Sole any at het, in conavgnones of 
the vesistunees hia expurioncel, desist from his uiaveonatadle 
prajecd. af entering Turtaged and wvcupying Callas Wig 
Yeh wenkd, af conran, abt laypely to the dispomdbte and moves 
whhe faxee af tho enewy, while ie werk! not iaerease aus hy any 
eof that dexeviption. 6 fn thia viow of the aubject there. . 
are Gea paints tor the oimplayaint of a Hritivh foreay one, dy 
vinkine n push to drive the rnenty from Srlonanea, and the 
nrightaurine towas, while the Astarium should inuko nn effort an 
their silt to inaupy Lon mal Antorgs, Chink rooustabliahdiag tho eon: 











Cnemicution butweon Che northern and odin provines. ‘Tho 


athoy, by suavdigy (rons Hie bvidgor of Altuatusa along (ho soxthorn 
Dank of dee Tages, in encert with poaneral Crextt, to nttagk and 
deine the envy from Toleda, and consequently from Madpid. 
Un the litter attoymutive, the Heitia cond ave the advantage of 
doting ie concert whew dixeiplined acay. ‘Chay would, likowiso, 
have dimootiately the ataet af any reinfircoment from dhe amy of 
general Saul, aapposingy hia tr ubundon Guldela Cor tle sala. af 
THovirys Kothowid suk thenp maverenta weuld mot femd ta the 
anne dye to daa bin Gem hie present position, in whieh, for 
so miny tenon, Tix desivahte de shout contin,  Weowonld, 
Cahiontd innggite, it the ta thie, cover Anditumia, andthe 
palate of thy preatyst intereat od bapertane ha this provines, 
more oRoecuilly: Cin diy sim fares enptayedt be my other 
Pt ae 


Ar, Frere ta Siv Juha Cradack, March 22. 
Dw fortleth reanina here: uidey the present clreamatances 
Temdd wet think of Choir romerul, auleet co uot a Uritah farce 
fron ivan,” 


Dir, Frere ta sen Ae Wellestvy, Seville, Muy dy 


Janartiel froa Eatinaeniay Saper, v0, 


1 As Twas iy nbjerk to obtida an dieeesiion in dat Manche 
“as dle price af caoperation on your psrt, and the impression 
whieh they (ihe finite) rcaivet fone eoloned Afavi’a vopart was 





PENINSULAR WAR. 


Unat your intontion wos, aftor dofonting or driving Soult into Challiein, 
to come down upon Estromndura ‘to attack general Victor, I was 
undor some disndvantingo, innamuch as they imagined that the 
point whieh LE wanted to malo 2 condition was ulrondy conceded.” 


No, VIII, 
VNTRACTS RELATIVE TO CADIZ. 


Sir J, Cradoch to My, Villiers, January 16. 

Tho troops from Mngland for Cadiz may or may not arrive, 
at Toast wo may oxpect delay; but T think the subject of sonding, 
vforeo Cvam this’ requires immediate doliboration and settlement, 
T am prepared to approprinto for this sorvico any numbor that 
may ho deomed propor under oxisting circumstances. It is only 
upon the politienl part of tho subject I can have any hositation, 
and whothor tho Spuninrds will receive the foreo as they onght, 
‘Tho ordors from Fngland aro to sond it if the suprome junta shall 
mako tho roquiattion, Tho question is, whothor wo shnll antici- 
pate the domand or not?” : 


Sir J. Cradoch to My, Frare, January 29, 

“CPhis monanve (sanding troops to Cadiz) is-cortainly one of 
vonsilorable responsibility to thoso concorned but upon ite adop- 
tion, Mr. Villiory, Admiral Borkoly, and mysolf, eould not well 
honitata, nflor the deapatehoa that wore communicntdd' tons, as 
nddrossedl to you, as wall as those directed to oursolvea, which 
placed Cadiz ht xo prominont a pofnt of view, upon tho unfayour- 
ablo termination of tho campaign in tho north of Spain”’— The 
forco in Portugal is wonkoned to a degree, especially in British 
yoginents, that veduees it tu almost nothing; but I may look to 
tho nvvival of the forco of five thousand men, announced to bo on 
thoiy way; and if it is intonded to maintain Portugal, it will bo 
hut fiir to replace the present detachment from them,” 


Sir J, Cradack to genoral Mackenzia, Mareh 9, 
TL yorterdny rocelvod ordors fron his majosty's govornmont to 
jess, int the most expeditions mannor, tho immediate return of 
tho foreus ‘under your commasid to the Tagus,” 
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Nev dada Craddock te hed Castlereagh, Marek 9. 

“Yen bnashiy will Gaul, by thes preent coununleation, dint 
anigjee-gonteral Mirkorile, at the gexpreie denive ind odviee of My, 
Breve, dune netnally ht Caiia with hin whole fry, (ie fartioth 
reyinment, tram Seville, will tac tenited,) nad praceriteal to Tureagona, 
ane your lonbhiped order uy have evertaken intr ponural 
Sherhranke, who yuna tie port fine daya aga (withant wy 
voriainicatiads Fe sags bee prenmaied that ti will follow. the 
raaue couse, Qyent the sia qmatives Cat iullaoneed general 
Muvhoaveie s ital ist yoeoent anew seen of aporation is entored 
npon in that part nf Spain,” 





Nu IN, 





GaN TIVE OF THE IHOCEEDINGS OF MAJOR 
VEIL OMACIEN AZTECS DETACIIMENT YOM 


TASWON TO CADIZ, 





The detachuent eal trom Linhia on the 2d) Kelnuary, 
Tau, wid aarived da Cadi bart onthe th, at aight, fins 
Tuedintely waited on teaesudiniial Parvin, and Gome iia T tem 
there dre pani ditlicrdtice starter dy cher naseqnie Viet (the cant 
sabinionny fin Chie evoatyab jonatiny ine wall ant ae mntabeg of it) to 
ou dindhyy and eeenpyine Chali, Ethene waited an de George 
Staitl, on chine, whave thie vitellyyenve wary la seme Mogren, 
Hy but sir Ceiggss ntl ogrescod anesxpeetition dat the 
inne would he pataver, Whew ohjertions hak heen, it seoma, 
Prt lately atartal Nose aurniiny Paw Ot. Cliales Stowirt, whe 
wes ee tlpe tiden a digdenadio rathovity foam Ate, eure, und hed 
nw ovenifiammen with hin and ody Gs. Sith, whos) uxpladid tho 
nite of my ondead, and it was determined: te wait on the muqula 
Vill, Mi. Sttuet explained te das mingle that the objeot of 
ty comby were te ollie em widatinvs di Ca oceupation and dae 
fone of Cadiz, wut in making the ueciiary preparations for such 
ae events it wie wire muly the hammer of a linger eorpa combing 
fram Buglael, ta net drome thi vile dpainet the comment onomy. 
Tho munptis hesitted, and, atic ome speeches af! compliment, 
aad tiie nuthovity thot extend ea fae y that he must wait for 


vunadi 








ohjae 
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instructions from the eontral governmonts and, in tho mean time, 
anid ho could pormit our lnnding at Port St. Mary's, This I 
Hoclined!, wx a unnoeessury loss of timo, and contrary to my 
ordors y ad it was thon nprood to wait for the decision of the 
contrat junta (rom Seville, T thoroupan wroto to Mr, Frore, and 
sont him a capy ‘of ny jnatrnetions from gird. Crad 

Tho decision af tho junty wns received on the 8th and I re- 








ceived a totter from Mr, More, which pnt an end, for the mo- - 


ment, ton hope of oceupying Cadiz, ‘Tha yvoason assigned 
hy the junta was of tho most Rimsy naturo, viz. “Phat they hind 
ordered two of their own battalions to occupy Cudiz; 2 mea- 
sure which was evideutly the thought of tho moment, and a mere 
pretest, 

Although T eaunot, presnm to judgo of the ovil political conse- 
quonces which might ariso from such a measure, as alluded to in 
Mv, Vrore'sy, yet T hud every ronson to boliove, as well from the 
opinion al’ sir G. Amith, as of all othors conversant in the sonti+ 


a 


mentd of the people of Cadiz, that our landing and occupying | the ; 


Hines would be a very popular measwva, Mr, Froxe's lettos | Cation 


pressed a groat dosivo that wo should not appear to havo x asin: 
offor thit was refused; and was. desirous Uhat we should not im- 
mediately depart, but that we should land and oceupy the canton- 
mona olforod to ws, On consulting witht sir C. Smith and My. 
Binart, this appanved to ho contrary to the grounds on which wo 
had wet out; bus as wa wore oyunlly desivous not to apponr at 
vavinnco with tho Spanish govermnent, wo agreed to submit to 
Mv. rove, whather i& would not bo better for the troups to romain 
for tho prosont in thuir transports, as wo liad already stated that 
wa wore tn expectation af being immediately joined by a forea 
fram Tagland, the seane of whose oporations was uncortain; and 
our remaining inethy harbour undor ¢his idea would answor ovory 
purpose My, Frere proposad by a landing: 
1 hd, besides, some military objections to a landing; for, 
without reckoning the uncertainty of an embarkation from Port 
Mary's, 1 fmow how dilatory all procoedings aro in Spain, 
That if wo wore enc placod in tho seattored cantonments proposed, 
and wo lind n xedden call for ombarkation, above a week would 
have hoon lost in offecting ity and from former experience, tho 
offacts of a cortiin disorder would, probably, have thrown & large 
munbor of our mon into the hospitals. It is furthor evident that 
tho dotachment eould ndt have been ro-enibarked without some 
Qk .- 
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Afni on the patio hime. Te utest tay very goon marched 
inte the Tatoriar af Spain, aud tha have: invelyed any eonnty in 
Ha mnppert, withont having ebtutued the object for whloh it wag 
tletnchvd «the pooresston of Chuliz,  Qas aull theae considevations 
Cthnghe it rite to chaia hindi, stil wo shoud heme frther 
hom My. Frere, te whent hotle Mi Start nnd otyself wrote, and 
fren be was satistied with dhe poicema givens La all these 
proceedings Ehat tho cardial approbation of sie Ch Sintth, who, 
notwithetarnding wavenrabdy Appearance, Hupnid angaine to tho 
fet Cat (is pout would becruevied. — C thoveture wrote ta ele d, 
Cmideek, hy the Pape brig, on the Oth, stutingt what hnd been 
duno, nud that we should romain in Cudia harbour (with Mr, 
Frove'’s appeataatian) until we coceived avdora Cram hin ae from, 
Kayland. And Towrete, by the amie gonveyanee, to tho game 
porpet, ta Lord Costhorotg he 

Oa the 14th, wo bad che anisthetane Go tose aly CG, Smith, who 
Med that meraiag | and on thea ath, LE reevived n dutter from Mr, 
Prove, In whieh le ered te dave alter his opinion na to the 
propriety af pir verupy inp Chibi, nicl vtatinpy Cant (iy only moto 
whieh appeared to hin dhely te meered ja obtaining (he possegs 
fio wie ney lewviigy esa! port of way detuetimeut deere, ad 
provending with the reat to jon Citeata’y many 5 that, asa foreo 
wax expected trom Enyrkunl tia dhe sume purpose for whieh my 
dotuehnent eae, welat Clete lotdiel ueiglt fallow tad an theiy 
wrrlval, 

Ceontiva fwae uch dimppointed at thin propos, (he whale 
ef iy datvelament, det igeperiags mere Cae equal Ge the elurge af 
the plies; Dat weit bad not dawns bid hetare the jmta, Leousidorad 
it my dary to ritute the ahjvetions tet, ne Cy srese oat of my 
Tnstrietionn, Stel a nsonsnes warkt lave completely commited 
ane countey, dae a partivatin yioiat, in Hay intevjor, with a vary 
snd! detiohment, a thing whieh Ewa instraetod his miajesty's 
inivistors winked Oo mvelds wwhilot the adidthmen at a hindtit of 
rout auld nek be comideved as may puasession ol tha pluco, whore 
thera word ubout tiur Chatwauad veluateerd well dyilleds 7 chores 
* foro aubinitint to Mi. Breve, te defor thy proposition of this 

nioure titi the wrival of troops from Baglind, whieh might bo 
looked far, neeandiay te bic tata, aviay tua, We should 
ho, then, ina condition to tale pesession of Chiliz ofleetnally, and 
adyaneo, in deme polit, rexpeetubly, towards the enemys If, howe 
over, My. Vrere stiontd deturmiie to bef forward dhe mensure 
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° 


immediately, 1 furthor iuformed him, that I was rondy to move 
on, a4 Koon nd Wo could obtnin tho. necessary oquipments, 

Mr, Stuuré embarked on the 21st, on board tho Ambusendo, on 
a socrot mission, On tho 22d, and before I yeeeived any further 
conmnunication Crom My, Frore, a popular commotion broke ont 
audlenly at Cailiz, in eonsequoneo of tho measuro which the junta 
had adopted, of marching some of tholt own (roops into tho town, 
ag tho reason (or rathor protest) for doclining to receive us, Tho 
régimont now on its march in, was composed of Poles, Swiss, aud 
othor foroignoya, dogortors from tho Fronch army, whose ontranco 
the peaple wore dotormined to resist, ‘The utmost caro was taken 
to provont our olticors ov soldiora from taking any part whatovor 
on this ocension ; and, oxcopt in somo eases whore I was applied 
to by tho govornor, for tho interforonce of somo British officers as 
motliators, wo steorad porfoctly clgar, It was now ovidont that 
tho pooplo wore favourable to our landing and occupying tho town, 
for it was Croquently called for during tho tumult. 

As soon ns T could aifoly sond an account of this commotion to 
My, Vrero, LT dospatchad an oflicor (captoin Kelly, assistant.quar- 
toremastor-gonoral) with a dotail, ‘Tho Fisguard sailed. on the 


24th, for Lishon and Kugtond, by ‘which ship I informed sir 
J. Crndack, as woll as lord Casttorongh, of all that had passed: 


aineo my lasts and just ut dat timo colonel Rocho arrived from 
Soville, To was sont down, by Mr, Lrovo, to Cadiz, in conso~ 


quonco of My, Stuart's mmission. Thad till now oxpocted Mrs 
Froro's decision, on tho snbjont-of tho proposition in his letter of | 


tho 18th; but as an much timo had olupsed, T conjectured ho 


might hive droppad 1¢ forth presont; and conesiving that somo~ - 


thing fuyourable to the ahjeet of my mission might bo drawn from 
tho prasent stato af things, Thud a fall convarsation with colonel 
Rocha on tho subject. [To told mp tho junta wore dissatisfied 
with ony not haying aeeeptodl tho eantonmonts offered to us; but 
ho did not seam to think our yiows unattuinable, partioulnrly at 
the prosont moment, T avked lis opinion us to the practicability 
of gonoral Stuart's boing admitted, with two of my threo batta- 
lions, into Cadiz, if 1 advanced with tho third to Sovillo to join 
the fortioth regiment, thus making an equal division of my force, 
Colonol Roche was of opinion that this would bo acceded to; and 
I, thorefove, despatched him, as soon 28 possiblo, with a proposal 


to thiy offuct to Mr, Prove, Though two battalions could not bo’ 


considured a sufliciont gherison, yot, from the ovident popularity 
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of ene trang, and the apely espretition of a reiuyeament ony 

Suphinl, fo thomehe i work ho ostronoly propor to make the 
trial Teukor appeared to as at hy mlvanehy to Soville F shonld 
net ran mueh veh eC invelving Chose ve hattalions ta jury operations 
Hefine toc arvivalal pousral Shorkraake, which could oidarnias him 
Tn the exeention at the ontera ho night brine feomthome, 

Thin proposition certainly exeeodal any ching authorised by 
any tuitructions, hat, 1 trust, the cirermistaneces will be fom to 
warrant it, 

Atty colonel Roches dea tire fir Seville, Captain Kolly T~ 
Cornet! fren these, ou the 26th, with a verhal eontidential Mexsnge 
fiom Ma. Evers, stating haut sonystid Sint was marching: from 
Cilicia tite Portal, i dow colunue, and dat Me, Eero 
would write to me by express, ev hy nest post, On tho, 27, I 
yaerdvedd (hin promised letter, ondesitys the capyt af! an {ntoreoptod 

+litter tran Sault te huaqds Brongparte ys iad Mas Brave ONpresxen 
Vis opinion Cait my detachment may naw he nieve well in Pore 
Cad Cham ae Chali, ; 

Wnowhipg, nef lid: before bho finhon, that every propor slep 
wos taking for ovarnating Portugal, in cate af uocossity, und that 
nothing elie chun snceaes fom home could enable xiv dolar Gey 
dork fo hokl bis prauid thore, i leeste nove thin over jownsnmry 
teuscortainy whether bic aviay will lnc received inte Cadiz, in ease 
of the eyaenition of Poetagal fa ede the prowent negotiation 
Hucewosted, E Iit arsiiysat witht walneal Cuveia to ond a feats 
With the hiteHigence to Liohon dimedivtely, Hit fdled, avery 
Chingy wae in realtime tocanil with dhe detachment chithers for, 
althaugle der reedataieo Ulam badagy unisht uat be audlicient af 
fiaol! te mtn nny nltoration inn thy vesuhitions nhenly tikon, yet, 
if colnforeonsonts arrived tran Muyhind, wo dhantd he a weleomo 
uddition, - " 

Osa (he neornitg: af the 2b at Murel fC vecoived a into from, 
colonel Roche, dhded Bebrrmey 88, atutiag tia my proposition 
had nat yet loan deciled en, hat Hit it would be taken into cons 
sideration det diy. Tle expeossid neaele apprekenaion aa party 

* tn the Browh interest, 

The mnorning of dhe Gd having posal withowt any letter fom 
Mr. Prove or colonel Hache, a lad bec mented by the latter 
Tahontt menive, at fivthest hy the post of that anorning, Udo» 
apatched another convier, dreading sen neeident. pr tha aftors 
noon, hawever, Eo received a long and important letter from May 
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Frore, fron whieh ( conehided tho nogotintion Juul faitod (although 
ho did not sity so in forma); and a lottor [ received shortly aftor- 
wards Crom colonel Rocho confirmad this failure, Mr. Prove’a 
lottor ontevod vory inimulely into dhe state of the Spanish and 
Prenel aenudtos 5 orentioned tho failure of Sonie's attompt to pone- 
tuto into Portugal by the Minho, and dhe improbability of his 
porsistings in it, from tho position of tha Spanish army, assisted by 
the Tortuguese, Slo then points out, in strong terms, the esson- 
tind use my dotneliment could be of at Tarragona, in giving: spirit 
and vigour lo the causo in Chit country, whore it is most in noed 
of support. 

As tho return of my dotachment to Portugal, oxeept in the case 
of rdsisting the onomy, would not haya a fhvourable appearance ; 
and the proceeding to Tarragona would so evidently show our de- 
termination to support the ponoral eanso, aud leayo tho Spanish | 
gavortumant without an excuse afterwards for vofusing to admit" 
one troops into Cadiz, it was my intention to have complied with 
Mr, Frero's solicitations, as the omploymont of my detachment on 
tho son-const would ensily admit of its bog afterwards withdrawn, 
without committing any other British force for its supports and 
tho motives urged by My, Broro wore so strong, that I scarcely 
thought mysolf vindicnble in hesitating to comply, 

Taccordingly wroto on the nipht of the dd March to this offoet 
to Mr. Mrore, sir J. Crndoek, and lord Castloreagh, Bat on the 
(th, in the evening, captain Cooke, af the Coldstroam guards, 
irrived trom: Mughid with despateltios from goneral Sherbrooke, 
whe bad nat yee arrived. Captain Cooke camo in tha Relate brig 
of war, and hed stopped at Lisbon, which ho again loft on the 
avoning of tha 2d, and brought mo a mossage to the following 
purport fran sir d. Crnduek, viz, “That ho was dotormined to 
lefond Partagal to the utinost of libs power; that in this situation 
aw considgrod my detuchinent ns the choice part of his little army ; 


at the onemy were netully on the borders, though there was"? 
not yor any intdligonea of theie having entered Portugal; and’ 


Ahab untoxs somo oxtenordinary circumstance, of which he could 
form no iden, proventyd it, he sliowld look for my immediate 
‘otun to Lishon.” 

This order, af course, pat an end Co ull further deliberation, 
Cho ‘idea of proceeding to Terrugona was thandoned, 1 wrote to 
his affect tO Mr. Brora, and embarked at midnight on tho 4th, 
Contrary winds detained in Chdiz hurhenr the whole of the Sth, 
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Jt ons sls Gite tie fleet nidbeal, anal aradved in the ‘Tuygns on 
the Path, 

boouat, i the whale at theea prarveditys, tw very hobrteate 
and aeticats nituation, oar foment nal aasioue deste lwe boon 
tevbwed sa ni pant, beteeonydiah tho object of ny tatasions the 
fale of whieh, Eat poastiter, will be tinal te artve fram the 
ay mrsdoud md dimdan cf! the centead juntc, wat net from tho 
jnelisntis of the penpde nt Cidis, 

(Signal) Ade Maen uxgin, 
AMujoreguarval, 





hishon, March VA, Date 


i No X, 


COMMUENTEOSELONS WEEE MENUSTE NS ON BG LECT 
Ob THEE GAL, 


wee GION 
Ale, Canning to Mr, Vildicrs, danny 2d, 1800, 
© Yor ne nate, by amy despateh, Naw dy af the Gath of De- 
coather, euchedyy guphay, &e Ne. Chat in the event af) des 
erurneding uf Portege. by the force aaber sin J, Cralook's 
commend, an event readered the more proteble hy the dranstice 
fivay in Cnlfivins 


howl Cadhereagh toe Fo Cradovk, Pedrinury &, 
© Shand you da compelted te coacuate Lortagal," ey 


Admivel Hevkely teste A, Comdutk, Pehrunry Gy 





he pordest ef the Utritiods daing ie atay tie dtia place appenring 
fo dra near to its vonvtaxcn 


ALE VIN TE, 


Sorel, Cratirk tu caduned Guard, dunuiry a . 


“CP he pucrkonca! Bhan and Aliavidic lave eager any meat 
. . : 
serio: Chouphte, tit ae they were aecupiedl by the eon 
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mand of his inqjosty's uduisters, and wa remain without any 
Jresh instructions under the presant critical circumstances,” 


Nin, Cradach to general Richard Stewart, January 10. 
‘} foot what a risk Tran in thas leaving Lishon dofencoless, 
hut f obey the original ordurs of’ government.” 


Sir J. Cradock to yenaral Richard Stewart, January 12. 
Wo aro still without any instructions whatever from 
dinglund.” 


Sir J, Cradoch to cuptuin Hulket, January 13. 

« Thongh wo cannot sey when it may take place, and it shalt 
ho dofurred to the lost momont, iz hopes of hearing from 
England, you 1 holievo it to ho our duty to proparo overy thing 
for tho event of mm embarkation” . 


Sty J. Cradock to admiral Berkely, January 17. 
T Inmont to say tht there appours ‘nothing before us but the 
roxolution ¢o remain in Portugal to the last proper moment, 
awaiting orders from England” 


Nir Jy Cradoch to Mr. Frere, January 19. 

“ With our fores inferior and ill-composed, as it is, we are 
detarmineid to remain to the last proper aioment, in the hopes 
of receiving orders fram Enyland.” 

Sin J Cradock to atniral Berkaly, February 9, 

“Tho avdors wo daily oxpoct may bo, cither for dmediata 
ombarhkation, or to maintain Portugal.”—“ Tam porsuaded 
wo have but (da ane wish, which is to act. for tho credit of our 
comlry, and ondoavour, undor tho want of all information, to 
disvover what may bo the object of the government we serve,” 


Sin J, Cradack to general Mackenzie, February 26. 
© Sineo the Ldth of January we are withoud instructions from 
HMngland.” 


thd 
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SEE EON OSE, 


Sad Crattard te Ale, Vedlers, dannaen (i, 


7 Whos ayepoate: tee be aay dhity be te fanqe tho tix iden that thy 
cm ie Dov trgil shout rennia te the last annent" 


Needs Craddock te Me, Villiers, Pohrnury 1A, 

* Dans pit favensed with yveor cominisation uhout the dine 

vlfecta Tikedy ta lee paealuced by the menace of withilrawiug 
stra Wohi te avenpy the tidlitury position af Oyo, 
Vol Aseus, Xe. Pb fiar thongh the contrary was hitonded to 
fas expretaly otatesls that sate tye et dete thee itches iw (hie position 
fy question wis eylely duteautel fie cahackitiot. Ay avewed 
Heda wane teavait (hea inilinary poo ratited to ene fovea) ordorg 
feat England, or te detond onmel¥ed with rematuble prospect of 
areroragaiit any attompd Cran the enamy, uy even fran theneg 
females a Rarvad oven, ehonld fitstee event hud to suet ng 
preceeding’ 0 What Eoaneit abject te ie te tike up a dale 
pesiting, uy Aleatari, ay anea heights aant the town, whieh 
warhbonty absent erin portion nmd team the reminder to 
thas pouwrae set Use raitasty ete aeliiede war getaat fecave agp tits pee 
gree leatel seek agedtoe heard Cae aggre of flight aad yet 
gat deptteha ante deent. Phe whole Davhag announerd: diy 
joteuthor te fad Tishaa, bat paviens up cat dea tape tin 
Hppeavanee af oc grendy ¢ tov portions Viahhe tatu tanned on 
mverye nite camit be porcemeal be bycan diterier fare’ My 
politivul rea: odie apa thie rahjeet wens eontyheat da thie Totter ) 
wate Te ishaival, waa, bet repeat, i contin: anwvedkoned,! 
ee Aftor yony oting, nya eantatiggs af (bia menacing, hall 
ver tiidy Wot pumsewete ¢ tads ue tliees bee teeta aecuslty: for 
the uneiodtire, Wi await the prageess al nyenti” 

















PANINSULAR WAR. 


No. XI, , 
STATE AND DISTRIBUTION OF ULE £FORCH UNDER 
stk We. CRADOCK, JANUARY 6, 1809, Ex- 

TRACTED PROATHE HEA D*QUARTER STA! 





Wiaposnble for the Vlold 
Chuvlaona, Avtillory. Cavalry. Infantry. 


Mew Men, Meu. 
Sautavem OB 100 2,108 Goneral Richard Stowart 
Sneeven Or 160 1,450 Gonornl M‘Kenzie, 
Lishon 50 seer General Catton, 
on 286 alluched to diferont battalion 





870 4,178 





oad - sy 
Tolnl 6,222 . 


Garrisons Artillery, ‘avalrys “en 





Mon Men, fen, 
Almeida 38 ue 1440 
Vivian ou on aro 
On to on 870) . 
Ulshon and Ponsai ” 2,082 
‘Total “180 ry 


Qoneyal total 





Note, Byory man capable of bearing arn is included An this stuto, 


ORDER OF BATTER, APRIL G, 1809, CALDAs, 


* Siv J. Crndock, commandor-in-chiet, 
Major-guneral Sherbrouk’, second in conimancd, 


Artilluvy.—Majoy-goneral Howarth. Cavalry. —Major-generat Cotton, 
Under arms, 


Men, 
Firat Hing, five brigades 10,418 
Serond Une, three brigades 3,810 
Reparve, onw belgade 1,868 
Cavalry 400 





‘Total ‘16,880 ‘ 
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STATE OF CPIEE ARMY UNDER SIL A. WELLESTEY 
ARIE 22, 
Taulapmelers, Leythe 


> 





Upaler sertin, Nek, Commannd. Eteatiye 
Mens Aten Neu ul ; pleas 
Artillery AM Hn 408 nT 
Cavalry 1,100 i 4M 1870 
1a TW7 wut 18,700 
Yotul Taya ayn iio anne 
tlh, Wh Uawltcers, 
Nuinber of gaus a0 a A 


Tota ao 


STATE OF SIMA, WELLESLEY'S ARMY, MAY 1, 
1809, 
Tead-qaavdny, Candie, 


Avttllory, Cavalry. Infinity. Wagan trlin, otal rane and dite, 
Moth vie Men He the 
rang Werk ALO Pr) Mn 
Deduct $ Hoxpitnt 3,847 
t Absent Wi? 

“CoOs) pret inter avn 0,6 


* 


STATE OF SUA, WELLESLEY'S ARMY, JUNE 26, 


JROD, 
Ulead quictera, Atguutten, 
Ariitovy, Cavalry. Citantrys  Wagygen teal. ‘Potet rank and tite, 


Avns Men Mout Mens Mets 

1,080 Ae Piva Aut PURI 

? : : y Hompital yas 
*fianl elit Wye 

Deduct “ud 


@ Commande 1 





40 Places uf artitliny. oi testo 
Youd protent tuvler avin 28,963 
, 


tore ate 


STATE OF SER AG WELGESLEY’S ATMY, JULY 25, 
1800, 


Hondapnrtora, Taher, 


Artillery, Cavalry. Tnfiatey,  Weygan tale Pot rante and flo, 
Men. Mette Men, Afvity Mens 
{04d utd at titel HUH 46,410 


Dralree § Ulengtal A,827 

Aeduet 2 Commanita 1, fits 
‘Told proieat water anes HORT 
Dadietreghnonts on mgich a btf 


#0 Pieces of artilhay, Worse 
Real present omdey ans ALG 
* 

va rae 
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STATE OF SIR A. WELLESLEY’S ARMY, SEPTEMBER 
26, 1809. 


Nead-quartors, Wadajos. 
Artillery, Cavalry, Infiatry. Wagyin train, otal rank and file. 


Men, Mons Mens Men Men. 

Liz oh 273 28,400 S80 35,018 
in Hospital 8,827 Total absont = 11,353 
GCommund and missing 2,626 ianeemel 


‘Votal progent under arms 23,765 





No, XII. 
SECTION 1. ‘ 


MARSILAL MERESFORD TO SIR a CRADDOCK, « 
March 29, 1809. 


Stn, 


T rays: tho honour to anuox your oxcolloney a copy of roqui- 
sitions, from their oxcolloncies the governmont of this kingdom, 
for the speady suecouring of Oporto, which your excolloncy is 
informed is so immodiately in danger, from tho approach of tho 
Fronch army, whoso advance posts avo now within four leagues 
of that town. 

Tannox, for the information of your excollency, the instrnc- 
ons which, undor tho oxisting circumstances, I had issued to 
the goneral commanding boyond tho Donro; but tho object of 
which fins boon frustrated by events, at onco unfortunate and 
melancholy. | % 

Tho corps of brigudior-gonoral Victoria, consisting of . two 
battalions. of tho lino, which, on the apponranco of the urgont 
dangor in tho north, Elind directed to cross the Douro, are now 
in Oporto, ns is tho second battolion of tho Lusitnnian logion, part 
of tha regimont of Valonga, and somo rogimonte of militia ; but I 
cannot got any return of tho troops there, though, I undorstand, 
tho numbor js considorable ; and to this must be added n consi- 
dorablo number of ordenanza from without, and tho armed popu- 
hniion, whieh will, I undorsiand, amount to cight or ton thousand 
men, and of the arms come from England, threo thousand stand 


SOK 
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that wore sent to the wry marth af tho Dotra, ave probably now 
in Oporto, with a proportion of amuunition, [have thonpha tt 
right to give this xhtemont of the netanl state of things at Oporto, 
as fe Denn pet iatarmation af, dat your excolloney may bo 
aware of ity aonl it ia with regret that E firthar wld that thera 
prevails, br the Gown, the great anarchy: and (asuboedination,. 
nod that, it short, by the hitest weet, the populiee entirely 
govern tha law, ¢ivil nud miliary, 

Upon the subject at areliiugys a Heide faces ta porta under 
tho actual ciremastances, tad ides the considoration of tho 
varloun pointa from which the enemy at present throaten us, wo 
had yesterday: a fill diseussion, and whieh vendors it Unnecessary 
for ane now to recapitilate tho several ron whieh indaeed mo 
to submit yorr exeollency's consideration Use propriety of ad- 
vancing the Hrltish fores te Loyring to be then pushed on to 
Oporto, or othonwiee, ws the titirnsiion from difiyent parts may 
rondor experionte Dub say yrinelal romon wir that, as thoto 
Apporred wn Intention uf co-eperation (of whieh, however, dora 
ia no cavtahity) betyeon the marshals Vietor and. Soult, tt would 
bo moxt dostrablo, hy vithor ibiviyy baek or overcoming: ono, 
bofory tho othor could give hia eosepirating aid to dotiat tholy 
plan, aid if wo shouhd, ar net, be able, ta do thin, would bo 
sorely aco mattor of eatewhition af tine, ey aipposiing, on one 
arrival at Layria, Operte etteredt a peospeet of halding: ant till 
wo could roach tt, und Chat Vietor continned: hin southorn pursuit 
af Cupata, fecal oot aa stitute frat aa ie te peril Chea, 
pahingy from Leyria to Oporte, without appradinsion fiom the 
army af Vietor, who, hy the tine ee voald possibly lime ef oar 
movement, world be iad Minera Moreun, whieh would clearly 
show (hit bie principal objects at thant whieh he dit not ase 
ny to he diverted, wee either the destrietion af Cnosta'y my, 
to enter sore surely dato Portapyal, or te push to Sovilley but, 
wtull avents, he weuld hy fou tlistant ta ygive das approhousions of 
any anyyrie upon. thi eaploid, ae we tive daily information of his 
movement, nad whiel weld oambhe ua, wherever we were in 
Portiysal, even ta reach itbatare bin. Ef) heweves, din tim eo- 
pporation ofthese two armies is intimated for the ennnest of this 
Kingdom, and that Hoult doer not think Chat af bis ary from 
‘Callicin aud that) fren Salimnenooullivient, then he will 
aatialy hinwell, mil Vietor is ready ty net yith bin, if (ho poss 
proof the comitry hevend the Dota, where he will refresh 
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and reat hia troops, ro-cqnip them, and othorwise provide them, to 
he ready for tho projected co-operation, — whilst the army from 
Salwmmnen will, probnbly, satisfy itself with tho enpture of Cindad 
Rodrigo and Almoidn, and ret and wait in conjunction with 
Soult, both waiting till Vietor has settled his present objects, and 
thon all co-operating, 

Tt is for your oxcellancy to judgo, under tho actual cireum- 
atancos, of the propriety of this movemont towards Oporto, not 
only for tho British troops, but, also, of thoso of tho allies, as, by 
my instructions, I must consider you as commanding the allied 
armies; and tho timo is now corlainly arrived, for what efforts 
thoy can mako boing combined: undoubtedly, their being employed 
in separate projects will caus onch falling soparately, and without 
ndyantago ta the common cause. 

T would, howover, cortainly, under prosent circumstances, be 
unwilling to send the fow troops T conld spare from the army, 
botweon the Tngus and tho Mondego, to Oporto, as, unsupported 
by British, Tfoar it would be losing so many men, that on a 
futuro occasion, with such support, may weigh in the sealo; and 
indeed, the yvory insubordinato state of the troops, of which I 
have just roccived a second roport. and complaint, from general 
Miranda, would render it highly unwise to send them to s town 
in tha xtate that Opgrto now is, whore tho best disposed 
troops, oxeopt agrent body wont thoro, if they wore not debauched 
to insubordination, would be borne down by tho multitudo; and it 
ix to bo foaved thut whatever Portuguese troops enter the town 
will full with if, a8 tho tompor of tho pooplo provents the posst- 
bility of evon any preparations for retrout, in enso‘of misfortuno, 
to tho outward and vory oxtendod lines of defoneo. - Having 
stntod so much, T must leayo the question to your excellency, &e. 
T hgve tho honour, &e, ; 

W,C, Berusronn, 


\ 


STIR J, CRADOCK TO MARSHAL BERESFORD, 
Lisbon, March 29, 1809. 
DLA SIR, 

Tirave tho honour to acknowledgo, at the carliest moment, 
your oxcolloncy’s letter of this ovening, conveying a copy of the 
request from tho regency, &e, that I should move tho British 
_ troops ta ihe sueconrof Oporto, at this moment menaced, &c. 
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Upon a aubjoct of wich hinpartanes, Coxporiones considerable 
volied, that the: general view af appronehiang cirewmatinees hina 
hoon, for a ength of time, within my reiletion, and dine all my 
ronson (whatever it may be) Inve hen transniitted ta the gos 
vernment in Payal, and the part Tim now enlled upon to net 
iv axdnply but the exeention af those mourn Thieves loupe thouglit 
it prodent to pursue, el which the present eritient and ine 
volved atito af alii xeon to comin and give ne reason.to aller 
in any port, 

Te how always appeared, to my jrlpement, chat dhe onomy hia but 
two objevta to uttrin dy this kingdom s the posaosston af Lishon 
and Oporte. FP holinve it te he universally admitted, and Teed 
not point oul to your discrimination the infinitely superior yatuo 
of the former above the tatters ‘There ave such positive loval diss 
tlvantiges attrehed to Oporta, indopuadont af ite remote position, 
that nonilitury diaposition, de whieh aoamall Magli fury fh to 
hour part, can apply. Te pains ie, thorefare, te decting abadienea 
to an applicntion fram xe high un authority ag the pavernors of 
the kingdom. Lemay be their dity Go inuke thi vequest, though 
Tinach doubt if thoir judyomont jorn along with its bit ft appenrs - 
Co Lo wiing Hot Ge Cratos (he stall Bvities Qivce, wider my com 
mind, (lolally: indeduate to aeyentate alijeets,) Cram tho defunce of 
thin part of the Ieitygdons to the very donbttil atecaur of a plies 
tivo hrdred niles diatint, ad hy a mevenwnt ta tho north with 
this profimed view, tol anywed ongaged ian wor that lever 
Linhon sed the Toni defaweleet and unprotected from tho ine 
yond of other hities af the mmany: that may do prepared te cont 


Dine dno peneral inynsian, 
fehall hasten, Gieretive, from all poneral aleervadon, to dhe 
oxnet eaxt hofare ued, ind state, dice caneise ais, ome nedual 
Nituution, leaviys to your judgenmat, how fie it my, he iecossary 
te communicate Kom particuliva that elite ta the British anny, 
nl tay before Che goventara inal yen excellengy Cho best ideas 
Lean form tir the employment of the Hiithdh wusilinry fore, in 
conjinetion with the Portuguese, fies thar ultimate pratection of 
Portugal under the pressive of all osistings eireumetinees. 

Temny be granted that the m@umy, with a fores front xeyentoon 
to Gventy thomnand, a eomsihvwlle portion af whieh (it ia said 
five thousnnd) it cavihy, is diccetly menueigy Oporto, thore is 
venson to helina that day divivion at Salminen, oxtinmted from 
uine to twelve thownnd, with w powerful forca of artillery, ix 
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moving to Cladnd Rodrigo, oithor for tho, investment of ‘that 
place, or to act in conjunction with general Soult, by an advance 
into the Uppor Boira, In tho presont viow it is: necessary to 
xtnla, with tho weight it xo well dosorves, that the united forces 
of gonornls Vietor and Sebustinni avo, apparontly, puraning 
gonoral Cucstt, just retiring before thom; but it appoara that a 
part of the cnomies lind diverged to Merida, and had spread alarm 


and dismay, aven to tho town of Badajos, on tho ‘frontiers of : 


Portugal, from whonee, to tha heights of Almeida, or the opposite 
of Lixhon, through the whole of the Alomtojo: except tho wonl 
girrism of Flyvas, thoro is. nothing to interrupt the immediate 
passage, 

Agninat such an attempt from tho onemy I dorive no security 
from tho contiguity of goneval Cuosta’s army; for, besides the 
goneral disinclination ho has so strongly marked to tho British’ 
eburacter, ho has other objects to pursuo, and his principal wish 
ix Co gain inte for the organization of his own force, ‘To a person 
4o woll nequainted with Portugal, and the circumstances of tha 
prosont hour, a8 your oxcolloncy is, it is quite superfluous ta:ontor 
upon furthor details, &o, It ia only required to lay boforo you, in 
vontidenco, tho oxnet amount of tho British forces, ns tho real point 
upon which tho whole aubject,doponds: T may state: it at twelve 
thousand efective mon, to tile tho field, if the nocessary garrison 
ta maintain Lisbon in soma tranquillity, aud retain posscasion of the 
muriting forti, ia loft, Tt may bo incronsed to fourtoon thousand, 
if those points ure rivked; but aven to gain tho advantage of num- 
hora to ao linitod nv foreo, IT eannot recommend tho mensure, for 
tho anarchy that provaila at Qperto, and would bo, porhaps;- worso 
tt Lisbon, ia moro to-ba dvended than. the prosence of an. onomy, 
nnd may vender all oxortton useless, ‘Cho necessary moans: of 
transport for gue army, notwithsjanding every oltort, from: the 
oarlinst montont, avo quito inadequate, and not more than tivo and 
a hulf brigades of artillory (fifteon. guns) can be equipped, ‘To ad- 
yontura upon an advances to Oporta, two hundred miles from 
Tishon, when tho vory object is, perhaps, at. this moment-loat, 
soos to hon poiut only to gratify the good: feolings of avery 
goldior, but quita apposed to tho sober dictatos. of tho undor- 
studing, and the ultimate view of things. If tho British . army. 
rota out with the declared object to snevour Oporto, or expel the 
oremy, the impression on the public mind is the same; nothing 
bat the aceomplishinent will suit the English character; and I 
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vonfios that the Inet repiendig of my judyonunt, tpon every 
public nut private principle, far thy eredit: af dhe Avitish imnny, 
wd tle hei of any elect iesiaiinied frm the Partugnogy 
Thathen, i, Cer thes Baltisl: tranpr hokl never iiike ane rotrograde 
atop fee that manent Ewill dite the extinetion. of ll Porta 
give nid, anilitiry wi well evil, “Pha Beitidh Army, fron ite 
dleaeviption, samy dinvegard is common acemyrence in wir, Int 
tn pernided, inthe prenat atite of the Portuguesa nemy, and 
with the sentiments af anipicings new idive, all explanation would 
ho viting mie tint de wend tay deft te dae anil bodys of Knglish, 
lone, to nuatain de whole Gituin collier, 

Thave now only te ante what my hificiog judgeauent points onty 
famed ay the mela sitiation ad conanial icullottod tere, Dnt 
try to exvente to tho test af ny powers DP edall remain: taithtal 
tomy first privedplea, aul pesevere in the defines of Lishon and 
tho ‘Topi DL invite: this cocaporation. af the Purtaguose fore, 
runt, uniter youn patidinea woul atuepicioin contra, Elook tan very 
Powerful neeesian at etiength. Lint eoivineed nathing: will ho. 
dine by theme de dette) parthes oy dn aye ldlated: sitnation, 
Thoy will neqnive contilenes hy aahor, uml emulation will nde, 
a crapil sciplian will oui from thei couneetion with ay, and 
the whale, aninnted hy your presave, will give achat promise of 
snevensts Util wer lai comenltend igyain Cahill not any whether 
dur ental pundtiong dbould te at Lauaite, estending: dhe wholo- 
Vight te Siweivent, or any ether etation mere Tr idvanens At thy 
manent have aady ta eypien the indinpreuhly civamatince af 
fone fixed hinia, pan whieh the atlial avin will net, und by guy 
waited atrongels try te conitinart thay yeewin dbaulvintages dau 
attend dh dotinee of Partaygal trong peodition that emmot be 
peaperdy ormbritced, mush alvagye Teaye astae put exposed 

Allow nw te eonelude, with Qe soba expresign af my awn 
conviction, that yothiap: will ive vie roid chine sf iy progporane 
reat ta the arden econ dt whieh we are engayoal Coithar aac 
reality ax vin) ut the hiavhadie tothe enony, tit, hetore bo 
eomptord Thatogal, teint defeat ancioiy af eenie mnpiitade, 
deforininedl te fight bin, cod awaithog: bis apgroueh, mdvekon oud 
not oxpowel ta the diner af a tals mmvenit, Stel a evn 
tent cimiet be an iy ane, suet sonat prev, Ef Iie pnentie dt 
powerful diveraion in tivena of Spain, 

Tr will pive aoe the sinvereat pleanire, Ge, : 

“dots Chanock, 
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TUSTEN EG ATORY ENTRAC RELATING TO THE 
coxnuer OV MARSIIAL SOULL, 





Captain Brotherton to volonel Donkin, (quarter-master-ge- 
neral,) Lamego, March 17, 1809, 

* ‘The enemy has, however, on this oceasion, practised those 
arte which Vronclunen ave so export in circulating proclamations 
and jusidiously wbandoning, fora moment, their usual system of 
torvor, plunder, and doxsolation, treating the inhabitants with 
Soigned moderation and kindness,” 


Sir J. Crudock to lord Castlereagh, April 20, 1809, Caldas.” 


Tt ulko apponrs to bo tho object of the enemy to ingratinte 
himaolf with the populaco of Oporto, by even feeding them 
and grating other Indulgonces.”—* Tt is also said that a 
Portugueso logion, to consist of six thousand mon, has boon 
inatitied.” 


Arxtvaot from Soult's Oficial Report of the expedition to 
Portugal, 

Dans, quinze jours, Los villos de Braga, Oporto, Bacellos, 
Viana, Wille de Conde, Povoa de Rarcin, Feira, of Ovar, 
ouvant oxpritd lous veans, das nombrouses deputetions go ron- 
divont & Oporto pony lox romotévo nu marechal Soult ot lo prior 
do lo faire parvonir & Vomporour, Dos advossos qui renfor- 
miniont Voxpression do co veo dtniont couvorts da plus do trento 
millo signatures ‘a clorgd, do la voblesso, dos négocians, of du 
pouplo,"— Pondant xon adjour Oporto, Le M, Souls fit des 
proclamations ot rondit divers arrdtéy sur V’administration et In 
policn do In provineo Hudre Minko e Douro. Tl nomma au nom 
dy Pomporonr aux emplois qui étaiont vacang, ot apros avoir regu 


In munifestation politique des habitants, il organiza le garde . 


mational ainst qi’uno Tégton do cing battallions."—* Aucune con~ 


tribution ne fle frapple ; les fonds trouvés dans los caisses royalos ~ 


‘guflivent pour firurnir aux bosoins des troupes, ef méme pee 
donner de secours ane Portugais.” 


ola 
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Taterceplted letter of the thie af Dalnntia’s to generat lia 
Martiniere, Orense, Alaruh 2, 1809, : 
Vadrege vatrs lettre dee 7 dan. eprauve patie low disponitions 
qno vores fiities, Je vane ad dj dit qae vane pouvigg disporor 
pour Tn aervico doa finda quis xont ding Ta eaisse royale do ‘Lay, 
Baites onteor en villa Lo ple dis mbaistinen qae yor powrriog. | Si 
dy vienen on vert tive de vaups da ennon onvayos lows dos 
honher,  Bientdt vet poires inettra Tes ehovinx au. yert, mada 
fulton tex pardor. Dit lea equipages qui dent i 'Puyy tye douse 
cout pub de routiond, de cuis potas en dal nombre, ot nm pou do 
drap, vines pouves en disposer paar volvo troupe, Rolling ani dope 
gontval tout en qui appartiont au corps darmde et qui était veqté 
om tro, nisi ven wnvies blentit ane petite armés qui so 
sontiondaedelesmdnie et faire tia police dina le ravines dont yous 
“dover tirerida quot viviw, nuigia bien lex hdpinus: ot n'envotoz 
Personne aur Ribidavia, Jospive qi sem pou jo veut anal ouvert 
The tutte communication, le provinces POrence est on tes grande 
partio pueilid, jo imarchy ene fee Ghia corps do Romi pour 
finiv aves eus, Us sent die edd de Monterey, Si nprhy otto 
cpétition i] y avait envore on Gallien des tronblos, jo voviondrai 
yee Cott mon ariade pony tex nppaiker, et nlard malhoue i eux 
quited nuraiontvecudonats gerard peta ed de dranquillité, 
que les habitans se livrent ane dramas de le campagae, qeils 
saiont prateyés ed que ta troupe xe conduise bien, Les muting 
et lex maliateationés Francais et spasms, duiviat dire studve. 
mont punise At faut dy toms on tendon example, Jo orols 
qqhe vous purried correxpendee aver raed pour ded gen de priya 
Moin it fiat bien lou payor au lem pramettre, qu'on arvivant 
yta de anodes de werent: géudvonement eb prendve do gigas 
pour repondye de tear fidedité,’ donned des vos nouvelles ae général 
Marelinel, Pour te idine mayor dite nu colonel Abbeville do 
Dion mottre en lie con nrtllovie, 
 Marnenan nue py Dara” | 
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STR ARTHUR WERLLESLEY TO SIR J. CRADDOCK, 


Lisbon, April 23. 

My. Villiers will havo informed you of my arrival hore 
yextordny, and of tho concurrence of my opinion with that which 
you appear to ontortnin in rospect to tho further movemonts to the 
northward, I conclude that you will havo determined to halt the 
army at Loyvia. I think that, before any further steps nre taken 
in respect to Soult, it would be dosirablo to consider tho situation 
of Victor; how far ho is onabled to make an attack upon Por- 

* tugal, and the means of dofenco of the onst of Portugal while 
tho British will bo to the northward, and, eventually, tho means, 
of dafonco af Lisbon and tho ‘agus, in enso this attack should 
ho mado upon tho country. 

AN thoso subjects must have boon considered by you; and, I 
foar, in no vory satisfactory light, ns you nppear to hayo move? 
to tho northward unwillingly: and I should bo glad to talle the! 
over with you, : 

Tn order to consider of somo of them, and to mako various 
wvrangomonts, which can bo madd only hove, 1 havo roquestod 
murshal Royesford to como hore, if ho should not doom his absence 
front tho Portuguosa troops, in tho presont state, likoly to ba 
disndvantageous to tha public servico; and I havo directed him 
to lot you know whothor ho will como or not, 

Tt might, probably, also bo mora agroeable and convoniont to 
you ta 600 mo hore than with tho army; ‘and if this should bo 
tho anya, it would on most convoniont arrangomont to me to meat 
you hora. I hogs, howovor, that you will consider this proposition 
only in a viow to your own convonienco and wishes, If you 

. Bhould, howover, choose to como, I shall bo very much obliged 
“to you if you will bring with you the adjutant-goneral and 
quartor-mnstor-gonoral, tho chiof ongincor and the commanding 
officor of the arvtillory, and tho commissary. © 
Evor yours, &o. 
Awriun Wenirsiuny, 
N.B, Some pragraphs of a private nature aro omitted. 
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No. XV. 
Betracts of a Telter from six Arta Wellesley to lord 
Castlereagh, Lishon, April, 109, 

 Tarrived here on Saturday, and fod that adv Jolin Cradogte 
and general Herestird had moved up the eomtry, to the north 
wad, with the traopa under choir commund reapoctively s the 
firmer to Leyrin, and the tattor to Thon, Sir John Cradock, 
however, does not appene to have entertained amy dovidut inten 
tion of wovdigg forward 5 an the cautery, indeed, ho tppours, hy 
hin luttora to Mar. Villiova, to live dutonded to ga ne farther till 
"he whould leur tat Vietorn mavemonts were doaital, ond, there» 
foro, Teonsider allnivs in thin coumtyy to bo axuetly in the stite 
in whieh, if 1 fond them, it was the intention of dhe king's 
minister (hat Exhould assiine Cho commands and, necovdingly, I 
Propose to asst Tees son ws T ehall coumunionts with ale John 
Cradack.  Thhave written to tdi, and to penoval Huresfardl, to 
apprize him that Feoneeive advantage will rosult frome one mooting 
hove, nnd Toxpeet then both here ia soon as possible. Te veapeet 
to Hee enomy, Soot ia ell at Oporto, and he dine not pushed Its 
Joata to tho southward further than the vives Vergn. fe hos 
nothings in Pras on Manton einen thes lon af Chaves, of whigh 
you Dive lesen ment probably appeleed shut he Jug kone posts on 
the river Taney, whieh divides that provinew from Minko, and 
it fy Appt that bacicdoties to renere fore bine? die option of 
rotronting Hiroygh Tacod Montea date Spain, if ho shoud: find 
itnoeaury,  Coneral Silveifa, with a Portugiteso vorpy, ia in 
‘Vros os Monten, but Foam net neqathited with itt strength or 
itx composition, Genoa Lapin, who commands tho Pronch 
copa which, it wie auppuand, when [lott Foyghund, waa marching © 
from Sulumanen date Portugal, lave tucned all to hin left, and haa 
wnirehal ala the Portuyuedy frontier to Alewntura, where ho 
Qromed the Tapas, mul thence la went ta Merida, on the Gua- 
dinan, whore ho ix in communication with, biteud Dimny aay, part; 
of the uany ot Victor; Tie Taec an advaneed port at Montgjo, 
noarer tea the Portigguese frontion haut Mevidac  Vietor line con- 
Houed al Modollin aines the netha with Cuesta s hie is elthor for- 


tifviny thot post, er making: me ontronehod camp there, Create 
. 
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is at Morena, collocting a force again, which, it is anid, will soon 
ho lwonty-five thousand infantry and six thousand cavalry, a 
part of them good troops; I know nothing of the marquis do Ia 


Romana, ov of anything to the northward of Portugal. [intend 


to move upon Houli, as svon as I can make some arrangements 
upon which Tein dopend for tho dofenco of tho Tagus, oithor to 
impodo or delay Victor's progress, in endo ho should como in while 
Tam advent, I should profer an attack, upon Victor, in concert 
with Guosta, if Soult was not in possession of a fertile province 
of this kingdom and of the favourite town of Oporto, of which 
it is most dosirnblo to doprivo him; and if any operation upon 
Vitor, connectod with Cuesta’s movements, did nof require timo 
to concort it, which may as well bo employed in dislodging Soult 
from tho north of Portugal, If Soult should go, I think it most 
advisnble, for many reasons, in which I need not entor at present, 
to net upon tho dofensivo in tho north of Portugal, and to brings 
tho British army to tho onstorn frontior, If the light brigado 
should not have loft England, whon you recoive this letter, T trust 
that you will sond thom off without loss of time; and T request 
you lo desive the officor commanding thom to endeavour to got 
intolligence, as ho will go along the const, particularly at Aveiro 
and the mouth of tho Mondego; and I wish that he should stop 
at tho luttor placa for ordors, if ho should find that the British 
army is engaged In operations to tho northward, and if he should 
not already havo received orders at Avoiro. The twonty-third 
tlengoons might also receive directions to a similar purport, ‘Tho 
{rusary, { conclude, have sailed bafore this time, “Woe aro much 
in want of craft hore; now that wo aro going to carry on an 
‘oporation to the northward constant convoys will be necossnry, 
and tho admiral docs not ippear to have the moans in his powor 
of mupplying al] that is required, of him, ‘Tho twonty-fourth 
rogiment arrived this day, &e. &e, 
(Signed) “ Anriurn Wriirs.ey.” 
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No, NVI. ' 


LETPER FROM SEO AICPIOER WELLESLEY TO LORD 
CASTLEME AGH, 


Adruntes, June 22, 1809, 
MY Lot, 

Whon Fowrate to you lit Ewe in hopes chat T should have 
marveled belive thin time, dnt tho money is not yot wrived, 
Things ave in their progres na they wore whon [wrote on tho 
(7th, ‘Tho Monch are continuing their ratvent,  Sobastiant hag 
nlao fillon back towards Tolala, aud Vonopas las advanced, and 
Qeoate lu Dita howlapartons at Crusilla, on tho UWth. 2 am 
apprehensive Chit you will think [have delayed my march tne. 
cossurily siiea my arrival upon di Logis, Bot it was, and ta, 
quita impossibly ta neva without money, — Net only wora tho 
ollicors and soldions in the gprontent distress, and tha want of 
monay the enue of immny of the disorders of which Thayo had 
ecvadon to complains but we en ne lonyor obtain the supplies of 
tho country, ar counmnand Itt rexonreos for tho transport of our 
own supplies cither by tnd ov hy water, Resides thi, tho amy 
roguired rest, alter thei axpadition ta tho frontions of Callieta, 
and ahoew, nad tobe farhished ape ins didavent wayas and D wag 
woll aware Oint, Hf unevasity dad not obliged mo to lilt at: the 
proventa moment, Tahoukd have been eengelled to make a Jongor 
Hwtt kon thane hove. Toad thin add, Ahat, toy sonia timo after 
Teame here, T believed that tha Mreneh were rotiriug, (aa appoars 
Dy aay Tetterd ty your Jordaldp,) nat that b should have no appore 
tunity ef striking no blow agndbet then, oven if TL eould have 
marehed, 7 hope that you wilh attend to ny requisitions for 
nowy snot only ma Ein want, but the Tortuguero povernment, 
towhom Me. Villiers anys that we awe C124,000, TD repont, hat * 
wo mut have £200,000 a month, from Euptand, dl] write you 
that fen do without it; in whieh sum TF inehide £40,000 0 
month for the Portugness govermuent, ta pay for twenty thousand 
mon, Ff tho Portiugtesa xavermnont avo to reeeive a larger sum 
from Grout Urituin, the sum ta he sont to Portugal must bo’ 
proportionmbly daerended, — Wesidex this, money muyt ho xont to 
Pay the Portuguese debt nil our debta ta Portngal, ‘There aro, 
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hosidea, debts of six John Moore's army still due in Spain, which 
Tam called upon to poy. In short, wo must havo £126,000, 
and £200,000 © month, reckoning from the hoginning of May, 
&o, &e, ; : 
(Signed) “ Anrour WELLESLEY.” | 
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PER FROM LORD WELLINGTON TO THE MA RQUIS 
WELLESLEY, 
Badajos, October 30, 1809." , 


MY Lon, 
I havo had tho honour of receiving your excellency’s despatch, 


— Gnarked I.) of tho 17th instant, containing a copy of your noto 


to M. do Garay, of the 8th of Soptomber, and n copy of his note, 
in anawor to your excolloncy, of tho 3d of Octoher, 

T am not surprised thné M. do Garay should ondeavour to 
altribute to the irregularities of the English commissnrint the 
doficioncica of supplies and moans of transport exporionced by the 
British army’ in its Into soryico in Spain; Iam not disposed to 
justify tho English commissnriat whore they desorve blamo ; but 
Tinust think it but justicn to them to declare that the British 
army is indobtod to their oxertions for tho seanty supplios it 
rocoived, 

Fyom somo of tho statements contained’ in M, do Garay's note 


' jt would apponr that the British army had suffered no distress 


during the late’servica 3 others havo a tondency to prove that great 
distress wna suffered, at a very early period, by both armies ; 
particularly tho.quotation of o letter from genoral Cuesta, of tho 
lat of August, in answer to a complaint which I am supposed to 
havo mado, that the Spanish troops and their ‘prisoners were 
bettor supplied than tho British army. ‘Tho answer to oll theso 
giatomonts is a roforence to tho fact that the army suffored great 
distross for want of provisions, forage, and means of equipment; 
and, although that distress might havo been aggravated, it could 
, 
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Hat have deen cecadouel hy the inexporhaee av iveegulusity. yf 
the Puglieh coumilanaviat. 

T kanae nethiog ef the orders whieh ML do Cinray atten worg 
tent by dhe paverenent tthe differant provid oma, to 
provide: provisime and quenun of traneport tor the Ditish weny 
one piewage Uiveugh the dierent towne in din ‘rovinees, Hf 
doch ontora wore nent, it was obviuna that the vontral junta, ea 
avert, have ne pawer ory inthis over thi provincial juntos 
tod aiugintvatea, to when theie order worn wtlitroapol, na thay 
produced no ofloets and thee upping, amelie Hhoy wor, wera 
proved only by tho reisisitions and: osortions of the Kinglish 
vomitissaries, Vat it iaobviens, tram Me de Curay'h tecount of 
those ontes, Giit-the coutral panty lua talon a Very. orvendots 
view af the operations tote envied ant by the avny, ind of the 
provision to hy made fa the traaps while engaged in those 
aquicationn, ‘Tho government provided by tiv aydera, fav tho 
trope only while on theis pocemge ough the towns relying 
pon Hide npnediatie maeeent, amb mmbinyy ne previaion for the 
Collection af end duly, af not des aoc tifty thous mon, aven 
for oun diye AC tie rie thao fat they were guilty at thiamin 
pardonolte orgissiog whieh paralysed all au otlorts, thoy rendored 
Hhiat aieeess doubthil, by comnmtermamliys the orden given to 
peneral Vesnepas ty penal Camtia il chi ox pind Che come 
Hinged aninies toon peumrl notion with the enemy's eoneontrated 
fares, “The affect al theie orders wilh appear inere fully in dig 
followings detail e 

As fom ae the Hae af uy operations dia Spada was dvetded, 1 
Hone we comuniviry de Chohit Hoaliiga, to enteavine to pracuve 
titles Go attond the ariny, de eeneort with dan Lovie des Turroa, 
that eity od its aehyhhowrtoael thiye thy phiws in whieh the army 
conumutnded by the tate air dada MToare hud buen mioxt luegoly 
supplied. ML de Gitay expreiea Die wetenltmiont af ho govorn. 
sunt Chat the British amy chookd have entered Spain unpreyided 
With the iiem a! Ganiport, aetwithibunling: dit fiw pare. 
stays prewerlinys Chia oxprenaton at wdeieliraent, ho iaforiey yeu 
‘ollney, i the mame af the paverntont, that they Ind given 
ardure te the provineid juntan of Thudajos and Cotilo: (at Cintad 
Rodehgo) and the magintrates, ta provide unl apply we with the 
wenia Whirl, ef compe, they nid fave heen aware Chat wo 
should feqire. Neary eae carry on ity operations if wiipravided 
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with means of transport; and tho Lritish army was, from cireum- 
xlancod, particularly in want at-that moment, 


‘Tho menns of trqnsport, commonly used in Portugal, axe carts, 


drawn hy bullocks, which aro unable, without great distress, to 
inovye more than telve miles ina day, a distance much slortor 
than that whith the state of the country in which tho army was 
to carry on operations in Spain, and the naturo of the country, 
would oblige the army to march, ‘Cho number of carts which we 
Jud boon wblo to bring from Portugal was not sulliciont to draw 
our ammunition, and thore wore nono to-carry provisions. 

Having failod in procuring, at Ciudad Rodrigo and in tho 
noighbourhood, the moans of transport which I required, I wrote 
to gonoral O'Donnaghue, on the 16th of July; 2 letter, in which 
alter stating our wants and the failure of the country in supplying 
thom, I gavo notico that if they wore not supplied I should dis- 
continuo my co-operation with genoral Cuesta, after I should hive 
porformod my part in tho first operation which wo had concerted, 
viz, tho romoval of the onomy from tho Alberche ; and, if not 
supplied as T requived, I should eventually withdraw from Spain 
nltoyothor, Front this lottor of the 16th July, it will appear that 
T called for tho supplies, and gayo notice that T should withdraw 
from Spain if choy woro not furnished, not only long provious to 
tho retreat across tho ‘Tagus of tho 4th of August, but oven 
provious to the commoncoment of the oporations of the campaign. 

Notwithstanding that this letter of the 16th of July was com- 
municated lo tho central junta, both by My, Froro and general 
Cuosta, tho British army has, to this day, received no assistance 
of Uits description from Spain, oxeopting twenty carts, which 
joined at Movida, ton on tho 30th of August, and ton on the 2d of 
Soptombor; and about threo bundred mules of about five hundred 
which wore hirod at Bojar, and joined at a subsoquont poriod. 
Nono of the mulos stated to have beon hired and despatched to 
tha army from Seville, or by Tgoa or Covallos, or the two brigades 
of forty each, or tho horses, have ever joined tho British army ; 
and [ coneltide that thay are with the Spanish army of Estroma- 
dura, as aro tho remninder of tho (ono hundred) ten brigades 
of arts which wore intended and are marked for the British 
army, But none of theso mules or carts, supposing thom to havo 
heon sont from Saville for our use, roached Estromadwa ill after 
the 21st of August, the day on which, after five weoks’ notico, 1 
was obliged to separate from the Spanish army, 
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Thin net true, theretioe, that ny resubition to withdraw from 
Spat, tothe carrie data exeeation, war’ addon," ov nigle 
to have siya ied the paverumont 2 ae doe it yppear te have how 
porilans tene whit hive olies apponiced in thin pot af Spain, 

Light, jrobably, en das Deineat July, to have duterninod ta 
suspend all operations till Has anuy olin be anpplted with the 
Tava reqnivel shut lavdug, on the Lith of July, autiled with 
Kener Choate phan of eporationn ts he cneeded into oxeentlon 
hy the wwndia tialor the command of general Vong, genoml 
Cuesta, and myself veapectively, Eo did nat think It proper to 
disappedat yenoral Crosda, DL bedioved duit general Venepan would 
ave: curvbal inte eserution that yart ef the phar of oporntions 
alloted to Ida weiny, although Poway attevwiards disappointed in 
tht ospectation pial 1 protorved Chit the Uvithde any xhould 
Hittin doconveniinen Chin that yenteval Vena carpet aliauld bo 
opm alone to theaattark af the enemy sand, above all, [wes 
batneed te tq that Dashonht be sapqdied, 

Accordingly, Dumayeted, on thee Eth af didy, fram Plasoneda, 
tho xoldiovs caning an thedy laeka Heide provedinee ta tho Qlat, 
en whidel day a jinetion wie farmed with peneral Coostia amy; 
wel, Crna Cust hay to dhe ceith of Angin’, dio traaps ae thode 
Horses did nat rovedye nu regular ration, Tho deregalicity and 
Hoticioney, both in apnulity and patity, were peat that Dem. 
sidered it wo rmaitter of juaticn ta: the tranpi to remit tu thom, 
aartiggg that eorderl, att’ gf cle cniay setudtly ateppeal fea thal 











pay for raitiens, 

Tha tinagge fin the hea: wea qaehodd aye the then hye thely 
vilors wherever Hy could thet li nit waa penerally whet oe 
rye, whiels ine considered Unawhoedenges fied | an fhe ehumapieee 
nivel thie ties hy sayanitup: with the mimiy, the 
die Gur dione: pisiit oat five weeks, neg lei than one 





wane tit, 
arinye dont 
thaniuud tive baaulred Toroen, 

Phuve ne hnwleae ef what passl Tetiwom general Coesty 
tid don Lagane den Tavren aid the datendiuat of Jeeviniant of tha 
Spanddeuriy. TD ssovv naw thes batter penthanin escepthys tvieg 
Oho fivat tine on the dot July, whoa die wnital pend ine to elibny 
for the Spomish snes, nisteen thotanet rathin at” toead which 
had bon drought inte Pidlavera, ail fied faeat ment fe any: qin 
ford, wad whiel: wero dleliverad ever todo, notwithstanding: lt 
the Beitiols traps wears i wert sod the nerund tine, oy thee 2th 
of toly, whe te waited npon une, abe at Behav, te desire tht 
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Nie avons of that. town might ho dolivored over for the uso of the 
Spanish army, they having moved to St, Ollalla, andthe British 
army heing still at Talavera, This vequest, which was not com- 
pliod with, is an example of tho proference. which was given to 
tho British troops while they wora in Spain. 

‘Tho ordor’s stated to havo been givon by the central to the -pro- 
vinginl juntng and magistrates, woro not more affectual in pro- 
curing provisions than in procuring means of transport. In the 
Intorval hotweon tho 15th and 21st of July, tho British commis- 
series had mado contracts with the magistrates in the difforent vil- 
Jnges of tho Vorn do Plasencia, a country abounding in rosources 
of every description, for tho doliyory at Talavera, on different 
days bofore the 24th of July, of two hundred and fifty thousand 
yations of provisions, 'Thesa contracts were not porformad ; tho 
Britivh army wes consequently mable to move in pursuit of the 
qomy whon ho retired on that day; aud, I conclude, thatthe 
Vronch army have singe subsisted on thoso resources, if 

Tho British amy nover reeoived any salt meat, nor any of the 
rico or other articles stated to havo heen sent from Seville for 
thoir use, oxcapting to mako up the amisorable ration by which 
tho man were only prevented from starving during the poriod to 
which I have adyortod; nor was it attonded by tho troop of biscuit 
hukora, nor did it enjoy any of the advantages of thoir Inbours, 
nox was the supposed magazine of four hundred thousand pounds 
af ixenit aver pavformed, ‘Cheso are notorious facts, which can- 
not ho dispatod, of tho truth of which ovory officer and soldier in 
tho army can hear testimony, I asguro your oxcelloncy, that not 
only havo tho supplios firnished to the army under my command 
hean paid for whonever tho billa for them could ho got in, but the 
old dabta dua to the inhabitants for supplics furnished to the amy, 
under the command of tho Into,sir John Mooro, have heon dis- 
charged; and I havo reportedly dosired tho Spanish agonts, and 
othors acting with the army, and tho different juntas with which 
J tivo communicated, to let tho poople know that all domands 
upon tho British govornmont, which could bo substantiated, would 
ho discharged. 

LT hog to refer your oxcelloncy to my despatches of the 21st of 
August, No. 12, for an account of tho state of tho magazino at 
‘Tyuxillo, on tho 20th af August. Of tho stato of supplies. and 
‘provisions at thut poriod, liontonant-colonel Waters had, by my 
deviro, mado an wrangomont with tho Spanish commissariat for 
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the division ef the mmaacher ag Basie hetween the two arming y 
wend daa well aa | yar metistiond with the principle saul detail at’ 
that dyngeront. Bat Uf ther thitish inmy yeenived unty ono. 
this af aration on the Lith of Aupast, al only cues dial! af 
ration an the Teth, net et tveid, batt fons it thie dieses nt 
the ney tecoivedd anthiig, ¢ mink il the atate al the “papain tut 
Trestle was aueh, at dat thas ie toe lode ant ae hope, uot of 
jimprovenent, (tur i wit ter date to wadt: for diprovenent,) Int 
ad cc Tall ited vege atepgly od pravdsienes aid tian of all desveripes 
time, Ewan justitint tn withdrawdy fom Sypoing tua polue of 
fact, the mopacdw at “Trasilte, whieh, andor cay aangentont 
mite by tientomint-colonel Witenes wire te he the sabe aves of tha 
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copy) ahteecad to Her magistrates of Cinutilngasy aiveeting: bin 
teaser fa the devileiho ters af tes Spomiahe anaty provision whiel 
n Ueitioh conmiieoaiy laud tadived Ge be paepayed: iad cont to day 
mayochoe ont “Peosillo, fo ho divided between hoth mein, in 
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Romans word framed in conformity with suggestions from marshal 
Vorestord; and dence hoe infors that the ‘operations of that corps 
word approved of by ma. 

Tho marquis do Romana was still at Cornfia on the Sth, and I 
boliove 1 Jato.ns tho 9th of August; and the armies of Estro- 
muduru rotived nevdsi the ‘Tagus on tho 4th of August, This 
rofureneo todatos shows that thore was, ‘and could have bean no 
commoxion in tho oparations of thoso different armies. Tn fact, I 
know nothing of the marquis of Romana’s oporations; and till 
T hoard, on tho 8d of August, that marshal Noy's corps had 
assed through the mountains of Estremadura at Bafios, and was 
at Naval Moral, I did not beliove that that part of the enemy’s 
army had quitted Astorga, or that the marquis was at liberty, ov 
had it in his powor fo quit Gallicia, 

Marshal Beresford’s corps was collected upon the frontiess of 
Portugal in tho ond of July, principally for the purpose of forming 
the (roops 5 and it was hoped ho would koop in chock tho onomy’s 
corps under Soult, which was at Zamora, and threatened 


Portugal; that ho would act as a corps of obsorvation in that’ 


quarter, and on tho Joft of tho British army; and I particularly 
requested marshal Beresford to attond to the Puerto de Perales, 
But L nover intondod, and nover held out any hope to the Spanish 
ollicors that tho corps under marshal Boresford could offect any 
oporation at that portod of the campaign, and nover was a party 
to any urrangemont of an operation in’ which thet corps was to bo 
concormed, . 

Tn tho ensos in which measures wore carried on In a mannor of 
whieh U did not‘npprove, er which I did not expect, or contrary 
to tho positive agreoment, thoso who aeted contrary to my opinion 
muy have boon right; but still thoy acted ina manner of which 
thoy wore sevare I did not approve: and tho assertion in tho note, 
(hut tho operations wero carriod on with my concurronce, is 


tunfounded. ; 
T axpocted, from the communications I had with goneral 


Cuesta, through sir Robort Wilaon and colonel Rocho, that the 

Puerto do Bafios would hnye beon offectually occupied and secured ; 

and, at all events, thot tho troops appointed to guard that point, 

upon whieh Twas aware that all the operations, nay, the security, 

of the army depended, would not have rotired without firing 
ta shot, 
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Howie npreal, betwen peal Cheeta and one, on the Pith ad 
duty, that ganral Visngcie, lor was selina bbe cori, shone 
mnrel by “Vinny, Heatin, Piste Uhetio to Angina, uae 
Afiatetel : avtecre five ween tor tee aie hee tab nd 2a af duly, whim 
milisoal cemdes nboeld tas owt Badavera and Peedi, Thin 
leit waht jeafiganal, unl thi enema at Le note 
porters Qvhivh had dee tuewen) eevireeity wee tat the 
roabbned idea werd erage ithe He enemy's eonventiatel 
forse. TD have decal that thas cade ol thn anpeetarauned af 
This yp eeonnnt won Hat doe ceutyad pte lou) commternmacded dha 
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of whieh continent th 
Aewmvation apa thie presouling, except that dos phan af aparies 
Honda, ier iasrend mper with ane, war asat carried inte execution, by 





gonbral Viewpan, bie Cabs deetamee, 

twin faded, hy geathd Chiata, on tho what Angst, Got 
wheat boiiaveded aypadet sist ca hoe Std, Tee wankh vyanie at 
“Colavive, ‘Hort iygeraient waa tieadoas vlog toe withdrew: Crom 
Talawea, in ay apinbar witht eultiedsnt eau AE ie icubin 
nay apie that he omeht at te dave witlalyaway juicticuliely 
ceiling Cat he hil te ctiege: oF my hospital, withant ny 
vont, TD ohenot ccaretes diet it pemaal Create lal rence 
at Talaviaa, Ge vombl have ade any ubtheceen ia ti rant af 
the carptign. When font added thity fan eatwand te th 
nipalia alsicnly eppeal te the cotnbiad wien dia Pateoradara, 
Hay Aver Land athe: fy ney tol it was RR thit we 
Heukl petiey ereed Mas Tago, Hat it pnnieal Chieu bowl doled 
He poeta Talivera, necuding beigreecenoat, 1 ptantl tive heme 
wbbe te vetaeye y eepital, or nt ham, te dw the exit 
nittiadion ot every hatichtnad beat Mewes nad Ethic dat athe 
tlisdvintogent tall dave doen verde in the petits « 

White ailvoc tig te this partad tae nadgeet, Dovunieat avid te 
gett ane tae tte ree 
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vie the dt of Anant, at Oop. Ea the caboaqnent removal 
at the weanled, gal of doe ai outsapontly takin adel, we 
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camby.  Wiewere aldiged te lay dawn ae ananinition, whieh 
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tronstvo, and omploy tho earts in the remoyal of. the wounded 
aud sick, At Trusillo, in partienlar, assistance which could have 
heen afforded was withhold, on the 22d and 23d of August, 
M. do Calvo and don Lozano do Torres boing in the town, 

In respect to the refusal to mako moyemonts recommended by 
mo; L am of opinion that if gonoral Bassecourt had beon detached 
towards’ Plnsoncin on tho 30th of July, whon I recommended 
‘that movoment, and if tho troops had done their duty, Soult 
would havo leon stopped at the Tictar, at least for wv sufficient 


length of time to onable mo to secure tho passage of the Tagus. 


at Almarnz} and hero agnin the hospital would Have been saved. 
To was not detached, howover, till the 2d; and then I wnder- 
stood, from M, do Garay’s note, that it was general Cuesta’s 
opinion that tho movomont was usoless, 
It could not havo boon considered as uscloss by general Cuesta 


on tho 80th, heennse the proposition fér making a detachment 


from tho combined armies originated with himself on that day; 
and it could not ayo beon considerod as useless cvon on the 


morning of tho 2d, aa, till tho oyening of that day, wo-did not 


yacoive intolligenco of tho arrival of Boult at Plasoncia, A 
reforonce to the date of the period at which the genoral considered 
this detachment as useloss would havo beon desirable. 

1 cannot account for the surpriso stated to have been folt by 
gonoral Quoste upon: finding the British army at Oropesn on the 
morning of tho 4th of August. Tho. army had left Talavera on 
tho morning of the 3d, and had marchod to Oropesa, six lengnos, 
or twonty-four miles, on that day; which I concoive. a sufliciont 
distance far a body of mon which liad been starving for many 
days bofore, ‘Tho accounts recoived, on the avening of tho. 3d, 
of the onomy’s position at Naval Moral, and of his strength, and 
of gonoral Qnesta’s intended ntarch on that evening, leaving my 
hospital to ite fate, wore sullicient to induce me to pause and 
considor our situation, and, at least, not to moyo before daylight 
on the 4th; shortly after which timo, general Cuesta arrived at 
Oroposa. = 

Upon considoring our situation at that timo, it was evident to 
mo that tho combined armics must retire ‘across the Tagus, and 
that every momont's delay must oxpose thom to tho risk of boing 
out off from thelr only romaining point of retrent, A battle, aven 
if it Ind boon auccesaful, could not have improved our situation; 
two battles, or probitbly three, must have boon fought and gained 
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conviction upon the Spaniale 


Shei edl that Chiny were hat ytd fe nsy prea costtest, . 

AL, dhs Cittay eernpdidiin of the adteration: jy ths Hind at ane 
epenitions, amid at the cautton ehiogges de thee diveetion af aie 
Winches, to schbeb he attibater dar defichney: ot at snyiplien, 
Which, a thts pratt thes tate, dee is didposed tee adinit that the 
Taitish anor experienced. 2 dai ot nit onie alteration fn the 
qlane et opeatine ial de the diteetion af pho iacely whieh wie 
erindaned hy the vintners foowhieh Ehave jit retired, 

Whos intellipenice was tet vereived if the arsival at! tte manage 
ab Mociwid, wlad the aeteadt, valle aechibawe, ef the corps 
upyobutedt te yah Hor Vrte dee Peaiins, way Tatantion wie to 
those tains Phasoneis, Ge attuel dae wana eaayer whieh hid 
qercal Maeteh the Pete “Phat detention wie altered anly 
when ft heaulof foe ainelea ot whicl thst corps cuniiotedl yd 
welien T fared phat, by patel Cnestils naenot tro Tolavovs, 
Uae eae ut Uh ary sete nevure, Hit the anly retreat wad 
Hable ta docentoath, and that tas enmeny hind it ie thade paawer, seed 
at theda sptiey Ge fein fa attack na Tan mpaviate ladien, 

Tt vetthl nat be athilotel tenes, that Cher liege dedinfareouwnt 
wus lbawed fa ates Eetoonntdesa, on dist we dink net eartier 
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"The Wath: Haiiva wae aleabagd, without Helis ait, lyr 
Shue Spanioh Ganges cond thes Ga ycouel ity aid dos janheet Castile, 
Woey Davey et the elle tear a Nor enensy’s Crepes at Sala, 
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4 ate cuveived Dat the vento fond arden aatiows at Mupute 
Nobbo mot fev Suntes; amt they avdved ot the filling: diy. 
Mat stien ches incr insivied at Nawal Mbaad, di Betreimatinig, ity 
ih otrergtt. ated the pooutd Talavera wa abanianed, the cat 
foal jet sll fd it althentt te cousin’ thin eaieatey ind the 
Wendel that at sea net egaationt Ge alter the phar of ia operation 
aad the direetiow of our meh, 

Tit this alteration, diated of app ravatiig the dedleioney af one 
nupplicn, onght fo Wave allevisterd vay disteonea, any mineaes 
fant ben intoptal at Seville to oupply the Heitist army, dn eonsed 
qpenee ef ny fetter et dor Tidy daly ‘Uhe altnation wise fram 
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the offensive to tho defensive; tho march was retrograde; and if 
‘ny supplies liad hecn prepared and sent, the army must have 
mot thom on the road, and must havo received them sooner, 
Accontingly, wo did moot supplies on tho rond, but they were for 
tho Spanish army; and although our troops ware starving at the 
time, thay wore forwarded, untouched, to thelr destination. 

Thayg sent"to snarshal Borosford a copy of that part of M, de 
Ghyny's noto Wwhieh rotors to the supplies for the Portuguese army 

“under his commund, upon which je will make his obsorvations, 
which T propoxo to forward to your excolloney, I shall here, 
thovetorc, only repent thnt the want of magazines, and the apathy 
and disinclination of tho magistrates and people in Spain to furnish 
auipplics for tho armies, evon for paymont, wore the causes that 

“tho Portugueso army, as well as the British army, suffered groat 
distress from want, while within tho Spanish frontior, 

TUL (ho avils, of which [ think [have reason to complain, are 
vounediod, Gi I shall soo magazines established for the supply of 
tho armios, nnd n yogular systom adopted for keoping them filled, 
wut wn army, upon whose exertions } ean dopend, commanded by 
olicora capable and willing: to carry into execution the operations 
whieh may hava beon planned by mutual agreement, TI cannot 
entor upon any aystem of co-nporation with the Spanish armies, 
Tdo not think it necessary now to entor into any calculations to 
show tha fillucy of M. do Guray’s calculations of the relative nu- 
merical atvong th of the alles, and of the enemy, in the Poninsula ; 
if the follies: was not so arent, as Tam cortain it is, T should bo 
vf dhe ammo opinion, respecting tho oxpedioncy of co-operating 
with tho Sponish troop, “But if the British and the Portuguese 
unniog shold nob aetively co-operate with thom, thoy will at least 


do them no injury; und if M. de Garay is not mistaten, aa 1 


holieve a ig, in his enleulations of numbers; aud if the Spanish 
wrmiow ave int stato of efligioncy in which thoy are ropresontod 
to bo, and whieh they anglt to he, to invite our co-operation, the 
dufivioncy al thirty-six thousind men, which the British and Por- 
Aughose armies might add ta their munhers, ean bo no objection to 
their undorinking, immediately, the operations which M. de Garay 
‘ig of opinion would givo {o his countrymon the early possession of 
those blessings for whieh thoy are eontonding. 

T havo the honour to be, &e, 

(Signed) Wennincron, 
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we : 
A REPLY YO VARIOUS OPPONENTS; 
PANMCOLARLY TO a ie 
“Strictuves on Colonel Napier's History of the War in the Peningula:” 
fogethev with Observations illustrating: Sir Jolin Moore's Campaigns. 
~, . + BY COLONEL NAPIER. 
Avo, prico 2s, 5 
Pho biiltiunt Fepatntfon of the Anthor as o Soldicr—his long and morito, 
yh orvien in the Waningnti-his well-known facility of Htorary composition— 
Hii neknawlddgod Jove af the actoneg of war—and his intimate ae Maintance, as 
woll with its theory aa ily prnetice—all thoso circumstances combined to point 
him unt av 6 nun peeiliuly tuted for the tek which he had undertal ony 
whitst, his frank and manly St a hia unbending honour, and chivalrous 
pinciple, furnished ample ground for supposing that neither porsonal predilections, 
Hur motives: of aoombg interaat, would, on any occasion, iuduee him to speak other 
than the lenprayo of truth. Wo have no hesitution in saying that, however highly 
won's anticlations imay have been oxecited, a perusal of tha portions of Colonel 
Napiev’s work which have already appeared, will moro ¢han realise them, For 
tvea, horygh our andy of military fistovy has been extensive, we freely confess 
hu language, ancightgy moar, have wo perused any narrative of warlike 
t operations comparable to” this; not meroly in respect to tho beauty and spirit of 
* dtatyle nud arrangoments int, in reforoned to its admirable clearness, and profoynd 
tnd, generally apeaking, just philosophy. 
War atin repeat tae the whole libvary of military composition contains none 
anova valwutbly ov more cloquant.’=— United Service. Journal. 
of Of Colonal Nupier's cloquont and elaborate history, so litle timo has elapsed 
witey we delivered onr opinion at Jongth, that it ware a neodless ropetition of what 
wow xvid then, to yiva judgement concerning it now, Tor tho student in the art 
of wir, aa woll ag tho roldior who hus studiod that art already, # twill continne as 
dng as the Hnglivh language lasts to ho a toxt-book,—not only becanse its state. 
HOHE Ue yAuieelly correct and nuthoritative, but because it compels him who 
eroutin to thinks 
Wo yive him, withont hesitation, the palm over all who aye yet atiompted a 
Maga ani dotailud account of any portion of tho Peninsular Ward?— United 
Servivn Fanened, Rebuy, 130, 
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MEMOIR, 
Ny QUNERAL Sh MEW DALRYMPLE, BART, 
Of his Pracoodlngs us connceted with tho Affairs of Spnin, and tho commoncomont 
of the Peninsular Ware ; 
Tn one vol. vo. price 9s, bonds. 

4 Bho eave Lowtoword upon this subject hy Sir How Dalrymple “is ovident in the 
jebticction hefare ug, which is unquestionably a most dignified, clear, and satisfac 
tory vhutiontion af Kir How's motivas and conduct, and forms, with tho documents 
in ‘thy Appenstix, a very viluable and unthentic wddition to,tho mntorials for the 

Antuary at tho pactod De question, Without a antiaipnlton in tho facts it discloses, 


hoe revards of the war, as far ns regards this particular subject, are, in fact, incom 
we Wete ar dinorted.! Cnited Service Fournal, 


IL ° 
N THE RIFLE BRIGADE. 
and the NETHERLANDS, FROM THE 
R 1800 to 115. 
Hy CAPTAIN JOUN KINCAID, First Battalion. 
i : One vol. post Syo, price 10s, Gd, bourds, . 


thy thono acho are macquainted with John Kincaid of tho Rifes»—and fow, we 
traw, of the old Vonbunlar bands are in this ignorant predic » ant to na 
awh know him, wo equally recommend the perusal of his books i isa fae-ain lo 
goat teenian, <n perfect refloction af his images veluti in speeulas A eapital Soldior, 
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